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ESTIMATES— INDIAN TREATIES. 

LETTER 

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 

TRANfMITTnrO 

Ettimates of appropriations far carrying into effect certain Indian treatie$. 



JvLT 15, 1864.— Baferred to the Committee of Waji and Means, and ordered to be printed. 



DePARTMBNT of THB InTBUOR, 

Washington, July 14, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter, 
dated the ISth instant, from the Commissioner of Indian Affiurs, sub- 
mitting estimates of the amount which will be required to carry into 
cflfect treaties recently negotiated in this city with the Sacs and Foxes 
of Missouri, Delawares, loways, and Kickapoos, and request that the 
appropriations asked for may be made. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. McClelland, Secretary. 

Hon. Linn Boyd, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 



Department of thb Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, July 13, 1864. 

Sir : Having received information that the President of the United 
States has approved, and the Senate conBrmed, the "articles of agree- 
ment and convention" entered into at Washington with the following- 
named tribes, of the respective dates, as follows, viz : 
With the Delaware tribe, on the 6th day of May, 1864; 
loway tribe,' on the 17th day of May, 1864; • 
Kickapoo tribe, on the 18th day of May, 1864; 
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, on the 18th day of May, 1864; 
I deeip it my duty to lose no time in submitting, for approval and trans- 
mission to Congress by you, estimates of appropriations required to l^ie 
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made at the present session, in order to carry these several instruments- 
into effect, to wit: 
For fulfilling treaties with the following-named tribes of Indians 2 

Dtlawares. 

For the expenses of surveying the lands, as provided in 

the second article of the treaty of May 6, 1864 $11,146 96 

For the first of eight equal annual instalments for pay- 
ment to five chiefs, per third and sixth articles of the 
treaty of May 6, 1864 1,260 00 

For the first of two instalments, per fourth article of the 

treaty of May 6, 1864 , 74,000 00 

For the purchase of four sections of land for the Chris- 
tian Indians, per 13th article of the treaty of May 6, 
1864 6,400 00 

Ioway$. 

For the expenses of surveying, as provided in the third 

article oF the treaty of May I7, 1864 1,987 20 

For the payment of a portion of the $167,600 due the 
loways, under the second clause of the second article 
of the treaty of October 29, LS38t to be applied as an 
agricultural fund, per ninth article of the treaty of 
May 17, 1864 60,000 00 

For the payment in consideration of removal to then: • 

reservation, and of a release of all claims, &c., per 
twelfth article of the treaty of May 17, 1854 6,000 00 

Kickapoos* 

For the expenses of selecting the reservation provided in 
article 1, and for surveying and marking tne exterior 
lines of the same 1,000 00 

For *the first instalment of interest at five per centum on 
$100,000, for education, per second article of the treaty 
of May 18, 1854.... 6,000 00 

For the payment of this sum, as the first instalment in 
money, per second article of the treaty of May 18, 
1854 26,000 00 

For the payment for improvements, and the expenses of 
appraising the same, on the land ceded, per fourth 
article of the treaty of May 18, 1864 16,000 00 

For removal and subsistence, and in consideration of a 
release of all claims, per eighth article of the treaty 
of May 18,1864 20,000 00 

Sacs and Foxes of Missouri. 

For expenses of selecting the reservation provided for in 
article 1, and for surveying and marking the exterior 
lines of the same 800 00 



H. Doc. 122. 3 

For the first of four instalments, per second article of the 

treaty of May 18, 1854 $16,000 00 

For removal and subsistence, and in satisfaction of all 
claims and demands, per sixth article of the treaty of 
May 18, 1854 5,000 00 

Very respectfully, your ol>edient servant, 

GEO. W. MANYPENNY, 

Commissioner, 
Hon. R. McClelland, ^ 

Secretanf of the Interlyr. 
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CfflNA. 



MESSAGE 

FROM THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



TRUffMlTTlKO 



Copies of correspondence between the State Department and the late Com- 
missioner to China. 



JuLT 19, 1634.— Bflferred to the Committee on Foreign Afbin, and ordered to be printed. 



To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit a report from the Secretary of State, with accompanying 
papers, in answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
ibe 6th of February last. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 



Washington, July 19, 1854. 



Department op State, 

Washington, July 19, 1854. 
To the President of the United States: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 6th of February last, requesting the 
President to communicate to that *^ house (if he deems it not incompati 
ble with the public interest) all the official correspondence of Hon. 
Humphrey Marshall, late Commissioner to China, with the State De- 
partment," has the honor to lay before the President the accompany- 
f log copy of papers embracing the correspondence called for by the 
resolution. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

W. L. MARCY. 



[Official— No. 3.] Cairo, Egypt, DecenAer 4, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this city on the 2d in- 
stant I shall leave to-morrow morning, at 6 a. m., for Suez, on the Red 
8ea, there to embark for the island of Ceylon, en route fox Gtoaa.* 
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Having reference to the general instructions of the department, and 
to the correspondence of some of my predecessors, I have had some 
difficulty in determining the character to be given to the communications 
I shall make. It has seemed to me useless to encumber the records of 
your department withcway* — geographical, statistical, or commercial— 
jBind certainly not with mere impressions, derived from cursory obser- 
vation in hurried travel through different countries. Through England, 
France, and Italy, there is nothing occurring which escapes your poMti- 
cal agents I presume, and their correspondence precludes the idea of 
observations on my part touching the social and political condition of 
those realms. 

The government of the United States has no consul at present in 
Egypt. Their commerce with Egypt is now, and will probably -con- 
tinue to be, very smalL Countries producing the same staples must find 
difficulty in arranging a basis for profitable interchange of commodities. 
Egypt produces sugar, cotton, rice, tobacco, and the cereals. So do 
the United States. Egypt cannot send any of the above-named articles 
to the markets of the United States, and she will trade therefore with 
some country with which she can barter her own productions for those 
demanded for her use, and which she does not produce. So long as 
the connexion between England and the British India possessions shall 
be maintained by steam and rail overland from Alexandria to Suez, 
England will possess a convenient medium for the conveyance of mer- 
chandise to Egypt ; and inasmuch as her own wants suggest the barter 
I have above noted, England piay continue to hold the trade of Egypt 
The government of Egypt is in weaker hands than those of Moham- 
med All. The mysteries of diplomacy are now substituted for the great 
designs of that most daring and intelligent Pacha. The army of Egpyt 
consists now of some sixty thousand badly-di^ed soldiers. The navy 
of Mohammed Ali is dismantled at Alexandria. Great Britain com- 
mands the commerce of the country ; and her intelligent public agents, 
as well as her private citizens, will use every exertion to increase her 
influence in this, pachalate. So the British merchant prefers to supply 
the limited demand for American domestic goods which exists here wiin 
thegenuine American article, rather than to permit the introduction 6f it 
through American instrumentalities. In his necessity to submit to in- 
terested opinion favorable to a superior fabric, he prefers to become the 
factor for that fabric in this market, rather than to submit to the risks 
to be incurred by offering a more enlarged circle for competition in 
general trade. I have already stated the conditions which must keep 
. the general result in favor of Great Britain ; and I refer to the facts last 
stated merely to mark the vigilance of that country in holding to all it 
has acquired, and the partial, but agreeable, visla opening for an Egyp- 
tian trade with the United States. 

I am informed that cargoes of American ice, hams, cheese, and 
chairs, have been profitably disposed of here, and that a constant sup- 
ply from America might meet a fair demand. I suggest thus formally 
thesQ facts, to the end that the depsutment may consider the expe- 
.diency of communicating in its own way and time, to the producing 
classes of the United States, the character which their commerce with 
JEgjpt must assume in the commencement. I venture also to remark, 
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that articles of prime necessity in agriculture, and not occupying too 
much bulk, may be added to my calculation. It would be well that 
the admitted demand for cotton manufactures should be known to our 
manufacturers, to the end that they may avail themselves of the pn>- 
filB to spring from a direct sale through their own agents, instead of 
yielding these to British factors. 

The office of consul-general of the United States in Egypt is vacated 
by the death of Mr. Macauley. There was appointed a Mr. Gliddon 
to act as consul here ; and afler Mr. Gliddon's death, the appointment was 
made of Mr. Constantin Kahili as " vice-consul with the powers of con- 
8uL" I have found that gentleman in the discharge of the consular duties 
here, while the office of tne consul-general is kept open for business by 
{m Irishman named Moor^, the son-in-law of Mr. Macauley, deceased. 
The necessity for a cantulate at Cairo is, to my mind, ** a fixed fact" It 
does not spring from the commerce of the United States — for the opera- 
tions of commerce will always be performed at Alexandria — but it springs 
firom the habits of the American people. Already it is estimated that 
three hundred Americans from the United States annually visit the 
upper Nile. The increasing facilities for travel, and the increasing ai- 
fluence of the people of the United States, will swell the aggregate of 
travellers to a much larger number. 

Ignorant of the language and laws of this country, these persons are 
thrown directly upon the nands of the public functionary here. They 
reomre boats, crews, rais, dragomen, &c., &c., with whom contracts are 
to DC drawn, and legal guaranties are to be given and secured by the 
observance of due forms. The discharge of these functions falls upon 
the consul, as well because of his proper care of his fellow-citizens, as 
of the fiict that the claimants do not understand, very firequently, the 
language or the laws of this country ; and unless he does discharge 
this duty the voyage must be abandoned. During the fall and winter 
mootbs these calls consume a veiy larjB[e portion of his time, yet he 
has no emoluments legally attached to his office for such duties, and is 
therefore compelled to rely upon the benefactions of those who employ 
his services, or to subject himself to criticism, and the suspicion of^ ex- 
tortion, by charging or making a demand for a fee. European nations 
have their consuls at Cairo, and I believe receive a salary ; but the 
jdoties of the American consulate are vested m an appointee of the 
consul-general at Alexandria, whose rank, therefore, postpones him to 
others in all cases of etiquette or precedence, and proportionably ope- 
DUt^ upon bis countrymen in the estimation of this population. Occa- 
;«iooally, as in the affair of Messrs. Ewing and McGavock, of Ten- 
nessee, of which I presume you have had a report from the resident 
ininister at Constantmople, there occur serious disturbances between 
the Arabs of the Nile and American voyagers, requiring prompt and 
positive action on the part of a consul resident at Cairo. I am nappy 
to say that these duties have been discharged by Mr. Kahili with such 
firmness and fidelity, heretofore, as to have awakened in the bosoms of 
Americans, not merely a sense of approbation, but emotions of positive 
gratitude. J have found him prompt, courteous, and attentive, and 

^ possessed entirely of the capacity to discharge creditably the functions- 

^ pf his office. 



i 
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Now, the consul-general of Egypt receives a salary by no means 
large ; while here the person on whom devolves, certainly the duties df 
the office, so far as direct action with American travellers in Egypt is 
involved, receives nothing. 

I submit,' for the consideration of government, whether the public inter- 
est will not be promoted in this quarter by conferring, as in China, a stated 
salary of $1,000 upon the consul at Cairo, even if at the expense of 
the consul-general at Alexandria. 

I should not, of course, have ventured to make this suggestion to the 
government, had not my judgment entirely embraced the case, and con- 
cluded on its policy. I have been, during my journey, painfully im- 
pressed with the wretched condition of our toreign agents, and have 
witnessed the resorts which, I presume from necessity, they con- 
stantly make, to fees extracted from travellers from their own countryj 
oft^i required where the service is of no utility except to expose their 
own simster connexion with the police departments of foreign govern- 
ments, to the extreme annoyance of citizens of their own government. 

I shall avail myself of opportunities, after passing the Red sea, to 
write more at large of the countries in the other hemisphere, and hope 
to be the medium of benefits to the Union in the discharge of the im- 
portant functions with which I am chargedy in China especially. 

I am, sir, with great repect, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Commissioner to China* 

The Secretary op Stats of the United States^ 

Washington City. 



British Steamer Malta, 
Port Penangf January 4, 1863. 

Sir ; I have the honor to report my progress thus far on the way to 
Canton, in China ; and I avail myself of the opportunity to transmit, per 
the overland mail, such information as I have been enabled to acquire 
touching the subject embraced by your official despatch No. 3, dated 
September 26, 1862, and directed to me at New York. 

On the arrival of the steamer Hindostan at Aden, on the 17th 
ultimo, I sent a letter ashore to be mailed for the United States. It 
was directed to the Hon. M. P. Gentry, at Washington city. It was 
returned to me, with a verbal message that "it would not be mailed 
unless it were directed to the care of some agent in London." I was 
aware that the postmaster of Aden was at a cantonment of troops, some 
four miles from the public landing, and I judged, correctly, that the 
message came Srom the agent of the Peninsular and Oriental Company. 
I saw this person, therefore, the next morning on board the steamer, 
and personally requested of him that I might be permitted to prepjay 
the postage on my letter, and that he would mail it for the destmation 
indicated by its direction. He replied that he was not authorized to 
collect postages, and to prepay the postage it would be necessary for 
me to see the postmaster, who was not at the landing, nor did he know 
the sum to be charged in such case. He suggested that, if I would 
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direct ibe letter to aii agent in London, it could be mailed without any 
trouble ; that such was the custom through the whole colony, and all 
India, so far as he was advised. He did not assume to know on what 
law or construction of treaties the custom rested, and merely spoke to 
the fact. He politely offered to take charge of my letter as it was 
directed, and to "mail it," should he be permitted to do so; but with 
a distinct disclaimer of any assurance that it would be posted from 
Aden, or, even if posted there, that it would be mailed from London. 
I handed him the letter, and, at the same time, addressed a respectful 
note to the postmaster at Aden, referring to the custom above alluded 
to, and requesting him to communicate to me at Canton the authority 
upon which the requisition was made by his office, that letters to be 
Diailed for the United States at Aden should be directed through an 
intermediary at London. Should I receive a reply to my note, 1 will 
communicate its contents, if deemed essential hereafter, for the consid- 
eration of the Postmaster General of the United States. Time was 
not allowed for me to see the postmaster at Aden. 

On my arrival at Galle, in the island of Ceylon, I offered a letter at 
the post office to be mailed, directed to Mrs. Sfarshall, at "Newcastle, 
Henry county, Kentucky, United States of America." I requested to 
know the amount of postage to be paid thereon. I was informed, that 
if I desired to prepay the entire postage, it would amount to two shil- 
lings and eight pence ; if I wanted it forwarded to London to be post- 
paid, it would still be necessary to prepay to the office at Galle one 
AiUing^ which was " the colonial postage." 

Desiring to know why the "colonial postage" was charged, I sug- 
gested that this regulation might form ground for just complaint upon 
the part of citizens of the United States who wished to despatch letters 
ieyond Londanj and who could not understand why they should be 
charged an extra shilling to have a letter mailed at Galle, when it was 
not to go inland, or to give to the Post Office Department at Ceylon the 
; least trouble or expense; and that it seemed to me to be a virtual vio- 
I ktion of the treaty between Great Britain and the United States. 
i The person with whom I was conversing was the Postmaster Gen- 
eral of Ceylon and the packet agent of Uie Post Office Department 
I at London, Mr. George Lee. 

I He replied that Commodore Aulick, of the United States navy, had 
made a formal complaint of the practice of his office, and that this had 
occasioned a correspondence between himself and the Post Office De- 
partment at London, the result of which was a complete justification of 
his course by the proper authority *< at home." He then exhibited to 
Bie a letter from Mr. Maberly, of the department at London, which 
ttbstantially expressed that "nothing in the postal treaty between 
Great Britain and the United States exenjpted officers of the United 






Slates or others from paying — ^prepaying on demand — whatever pNOStage 
night be required by 'local regulations.' " . This of course carried an 
expression of approbation of the decision at Galle, that on a letter ad- 
dressed to the United States the local authority might demand colonial 
postage to the amount of a shilling or other desirable sum. 

But, secondly, Mr. Lee explained to me that he was but the packet 
)^g^ of the Post Office Department at London, and that hiA cr^ Q»i 
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Postmaster General of Ceylon rendered him entirely independent of tbe 
British Postmaster General at London. He said that the postal regu- 
lations of Ceylon were made by the governor of Ceylon, with the con- 
sent of the councils ; and that these, when approved by her Majesty 
the Queen, were as potential for the government of Ceylon as the trea- 
ties or the laws passed by Parliament were for the British empire 
generally. He then exhibited to me a printed document containing '* an 
ordinance enacted by the governor of Ceylon, with the advice and con- 
sent of the legislative council thereof," entitled "An ordinance to amend 
the law relating to the post office, and for revising the rates of postage," 
and he rested the vindication of his course entirely on the provisions 
and requisitions of this ordinance, which remains in force. 

The twelve first sections of this ordinance relate entirely to the in- 
land administration of the Ceylon Post Office Department. The 13th 
section is as follows : *** All letters received or sent by mail by way of 
the Red sea, whether the same shall be received or sent by way of 
Bombay or Point de Galle, or shall be brought to Ceylon by private 
ships, snail be charged with the postage duty of one shilling each, sin- 
gle rate, at whatever place they may be delivered, or from whatever 
place they may be sent, within this colony, and that no additional inland 
postage shall be charged on the same, and no privilege of franking shall 
extend to letters transmitted or received by way of the Red sea, the 
public despatches and letters being bona fide on the public service only 
excepted." 

" Sbc. 14. And whereas the Postmaster General may already have 
been, or may hereafter be, directed to levy certain charges on behalf 
of her Majesty's General Post Office in London, under the denomina- 
tion of Red sea postage, foreign Europe postage, prepaid British post- 
age, intercolonial postage, or similar charge, it is hereby enacted that, 
on such directions being published in the government gazette of this 
colony, it shall be lawlul for the Postmaster General to levy such extra 
charges, in addition to the colonial rates in the foregoing clause laid 
down.'* 

" Sec. 15. That on every letter which shall be brought to Ceylon by 
any vessel not sent by way of the Red sea^ from any port or place beyond 
sea, there shall be a sea postage of four pence ; and on every letter which 
shall be sent through the post office to any port beyond sea, a sea post- 
age of two pence, besides any postage chargeable thereon for previous 
or subsequent transmission inland. And for the encouragement of 
masters and commanders of vessels to deliver to the post office any 
loose letters or packets brought by any such vessel, it shall be lawful 
for the Postmaster General to allow to thd master or commander of 
every vessel arriving as aforesaid the sum of two pence for each letter 
and one penny for each newspaper, not being enclosed in the ship 
mails of the General Post Office of the United Kingdom, by him deliv- 
ered or caused to be delivered at the post office of me first port he may 
arrive in these settlements." 

Under the 13th section of this ordinance the extra shilling is imposed* 
under the title of "colonial postage," by the government of Ceyloix* 
which, as you will observe, makes a local regulation "discriminating 
against letters mailed by way of the Red seaJ*^ I presume this discrim.^ 
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ination relieves sea-going and sea-coming letters between the British col- 
ontety as well as commercial letters for all parti of the ea$t or on the Iti" 
iian seas ; in fact, by every route except by way of (he. Red sea ; in other 
words, by the " overland route.'* The ordinance, by other clauses, 
kas further exemptions from the operation of section 13^ thus : By seo- 
tion 23, " every seaman in her Majesty's navy, or in the employ of the 
government ofthese settlements, whilst such seaman shall rye actually 
so employed at any port in this colony ; every sergeant, drummer, fifer, 
corporal, and private soldier in her Majesty's regular forces, artillery or 
royal marines, whilst actually employed in her Majesty's service in this 
colony, mav both send and receive letters, not exceeding half an ounoe 
in weight, by the post, on their own private concerns, at a postage of 
one penny. 

Section 24 provides that this privilege shall not extend to letters lia* 
ble to/oreign rates of postage. I infer that section 24 is intended to 
secure the governor and council of Ceylon merely Srom an implied 
douceur to this privileged class of foreign rates, as well as of that excess 
which is charged above a penny, under the style of " colonial postage." 
By section 6, the following persons may send and receive letters free 
of postage, to wit : " Governor-general and governors of the presidencies 
in India, naval commander-in-chief and commanders-in-chief in India, 
metropolitan bishop of Calcutta, the secretaries of the supreme gov- 
ernment and secretaries to the governments at the several presidencies 
of British India, and the governors and colonial secretaries of any of 
her Majesty's colonies within the Kmits of the charter of the East India 
Company." This ordinance took effect 1st February, 1846, and re- 
mains yet in force. I was furnished at the same time, by Mr. Lee, 
with a printed advertisement of the following date and tenor, which he 
Yet deems to be in force, and which may afford you the reason why all 
men are required to be sent to an agent at London: 

^^ OptioTial prepayment of the British packet postage on overland letters via 

Southampton. 

" 1. Instructions haxiing been receivedfrotn the Postmaster General in Ijm- 
im that the optional prepayment of the British packet postage* on let- 
ters betwixt Ceylon and the United Kingdom^ via aouthampton, snould be 
forthwith commenced firom the 1st December next, the several post 
offices throughout Ceylon will be prepared to receive, at the option of 
the sender, the British packet postage on letters directed to the United 
Kingdom via Southampton. 

" 2. The following are the British rates of packet postage fixed by the 
Lords of the Treasury, according to which all letters received * un- 
paid' from, or despatched *paid,^ to the. United Kingdom^ via Southamp- 
tmj will be taxed, in addition to the usual Ceylon postage^ to wit: 

Not exceeding half ounce -^.-.. 1 shilling. 

Above half and not exceeding one ounce. ... 2 " 
One ounce and not exceeding two ounces... 4 " 
Two ounces and not exceeding three ounces. 6 " Scc^ &c. 

"S. This optional prepayment of the British rate of postage applies 
<Mdy to letters despatched via Southampton, and that letters sent via 
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Marseilles cannot be prepaid in this island. It applies dUo only to Utr 
ters to he delivered in the United Kin^domJ^ 

The clause underscored by me is substituted for a former one, which 
read, "and does not apply to letters posted in or addressed to places 
heycmd the United Kingdom ; i. e., aU letters for America^ wdess ctddressed 
^ to agents in the United Kingdom^ as well as those addressed to the conti- 
nent of Europe, if marked "via Southampton," must go bearing home 
postage from this islemd." 

The suppression of this clause, in the regulations now published, 
would seem to convey an acquiescence in a diflferent rule from that 
which prevails at Aden. Indeed, Mr. Postmaster General Lee, at Cey- 
lon, was ready to mail my letter without prepayment, (except the 
colonial rate,) but would not answer for its passage through LondoD, 
except on payment there of the British postage. 

It was not within the supposed scope of my instructions that I should 
discuss with any one the proprietv of regulations I might ascertain to 
existf. Therefore, contented to inK)rm the honorable postmaster of the 
facts as I have thus far found them to be, and designmg to extend my 
inquiries so as to comprehend, at all events, the British views of the 
practical effect of the treaty of 1848, 1 shall close this communication 
oy submitting the foregoing observations and narrative, without com- 
ment, to the Department of State, for the consideration of the honorable 
Postmaster General and government of the United States. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUftfPHREY MARSHALL, 

Commissioner to China. 

Hon. Edwajuo Evbbbtt, 

Secretary ofSta^e^ U 8. of America. 

P. S. This vessel proceeds through the straits of Molucca to-night 
for Sin^pore, and I hope to arrive at Canton by the 18th instant. My 
health is very good imaer this exhausting and protracted voyage. I 
only hope the result may prove the toil I have undergone to be of ad- 
vantage to the country. Before I finally close this communication, I 
am induced to ask whether the fact has been communicated to the 
department that an American citizen, named Gibson, has been in 
prison in Batavia, in the island of Java, since February last? Of the 
lact of the imprisonment, I am assured by several merchants from Java 
on board this vessel at the present moment; and I am also, from their 
understanding of the case, in possession of the charge against the ac- 
cused. It seems that this person was traversing this quarter of the globe 
/in a yacht, and that he ascended the Palamling river, in Sumatra, at a 
time when the Dutch authorities in the colony and the natives were at 
war. Gibson was arrested on the charge of assisting or giving aid to 
the insurgents, or rebellious natives, and he and his yacht were taken to 
Batavia. According to one account, he was discharged upon his ex- 
amination by one tribunal, but was again arrested under some other 
jurisdiction, and was imprisoned, and has been detained in custody ever 
since — his yact lying at anchor in the roads near Batavia meanwhile. 

I confess that in this distant quarter of the globe, even without au- 
thority, I feel much inclined to depart from my course to look into this 
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case, and to ascertain the exact facts ; but as we may have a commercial 
ageiU at Java, (I know the government has no consul,) whose duty it 
Ii^ been to put the department in possession of all the facts, I remain 
content to state what has come to my ears, and to signify to the depart- 
ment the alacrity with which I shall ever be ready to enter upon a rec- 
tification of any wrongs sustained by my countrymen in this distant land. 
Respectfully, 

H. MARSHALL, Commisnaner^ 8(c. 



Legation of thb U. S. of America, Canton, China, 

February 7, 1863. 

Sir : I have the satisfaction to inform you that I arrived at Victoria, 
colony of Hong Kong, on the 16th ultimo, in the British steamer Malta* 
Thence I proceeded to Macao, the residence of the former ministers 
from the United States, from which place I thought proper to come to 
CaDton in an American ship-of-war. Accordingly, I requested such a 
vessel from the naval commander of the United States squadron on the 
East India station; and in a few days Commander W. S. Walker 
reported the corvette Saratoga at my service, to convey me to this 
city. Dr. Parker, the chargi d'affaires ad interim^ called upon me at 
Macao, and received a desjjptch for translation into the Chinese lan- 
guage. I embarked at once for Canton on the Saratoga, but was de- 
tained on the voyage to Whampoa by adverse winds for four days. On 
my arrival at Canton, I forwarded the communication. No. 1, to his 
excellency PiA, who was understood to remain in charge of the seals 
of the imperial commission for the transaction of foreign affairs, and I 
received the reply, No. 2, on the 3d instant, from their excellencies 
Yee and Pih ; to which, on the same day, I rejoined by No. 3, and 
^ uld have embarked at once for Nankin, on the Susqueharma^ but 
for the circumstances disclosed in my despatch, No. 4, which you will 
receive by this mail. I enclose, appended hereto, Nos. 1, 2, 3, referred 
to above. 

I addressed a note to Commodore Aulick, on the 4th instant, of 
which I enclose a copy herewith, No. 4 ; to which, up to this moment, 
I have received no reply. 

Should I find the steam-frigate Susquehanna ready to convey me 
to Nankin, it is my intention to sail thither without delay, in order to 
communicate to his imperial majesty the letter of the President of the 
Uoiied States, accrediting me to his court as commissioner of the 
Cnited States. My object in this expedition is, to apply to the gov- 
^nior-general of the Siang Kiang, to transmit the communication, as by 
4e 31 St article of the treaty of Wang Hia he is bound to do, and thus 
*tonce to impress the imperial commissioner at Canton with the fact, 
4ai the representative of the United States has various modes of ac- 
cess to the imperial ear, of which he will avail himself whenever he 
D^ay conaider it expedient to do so. Should the governor-general of 
uie Siang Kiang dechne to receive the President's communication for 
transmission to the Emperor, or seek to postpone me on any such frivo- 
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lous pretence as "want of leisure," I shall proceed to the mouth of the 
Pei-ho, to communicate thence directly with the court at Pekin. 

The indifference, if not contempt, with which the Chinese oflBcials 
treat the functionaries of foreign powers, can scarcely be known to the 
central authority. If so, the permitted repetition of such bearing must 
operate to produce a conviction on the Chinese mind that injury and 
insult may be multiplied with impunity. 

The effect of violations of the treaty already allowed is too apparent 
in the violations which are constantly being repeated ; in the contenapt 
heaped upon American citizens, and the disregard of their rights (as at 
Too Chow for instance) in their exclusion from the city of Canton and 
cUy of Too Chow; the delay of settlement of claims long since ac- 
knowledged, and the amounts whereof have been liquidated ; the 
acquittal, before Chinese tribunals, of pirates, upon their own confession 
or statements, in despite of evidence of their guilt ; and in the internal 
policy of China, adapted as though expressly to defeat the beneficial 
operations of the terms of the treaty upon trade. 

The exclusion of foreigners from the interior of the walls of Canton is 
made in defiance of express stipulations to open the gates, and despite 
of an express pledge repeated to the British minister in 1848. 

The French minister has been awaiting at Mslcelo for Ji/teen tnonth 
the coming of" a felicitous day," to have a personal interview with the 
imperial commissioner at Canton. 

The English have unsuccessfully (so far) demanded access to the 
interior of Canton. American citizens have leased ground at Too- 
choufoo, paying their rent for 'two years in advance, and have been 
prevented from erecting tenements thereon by an angry populace, at 
whose violence the local authorities connive, if indeed they do not di- 
rect it. Instances might be multiplied of the want of proper con3ider- 
ation for the obligations of treaty stipulations, and lor the rights of 
foreigners, were they necessary to lead your inind to the conclusion 
that the propriety ot* the course I pursue is beyond cavil. 

The imperial commissioner, you will observe, speaks ot his "return 
to his court," and of appointing a day, after that event, to receive me. 
Were the assumption tolerated, you would have the mortification to 
know that the representative of the United States is not merely ex- 
cluded from the imperial court at Pekin, but practically is excluded 
also from the court of the Viceroy — since that officer transacts business 
ioUhin the walls of Canton and refiises to permit the foreigner to enter, 
for any purpose, within those walls; indeed, confines him to a small 
area in front of the business houses of foreign merchants, and to the 
market streets in their immediate vicinity. Determined to reco^ise 
him only as a minister of foreign affairs, and not as the equal oi the 
government I represent, I have not thought proper to discuss any ob- 
jection to his assumption, or to notice the qualification of my own pow- 
ers which he makes in the congratulation "that the honorable commis- 
sioner has received the superintendency of trade," &c. Regarding him 
merely as the conduit to the Emperor, which had been established by 
the treaty, I specified the object for which 1 sought a personal i^lte^ 
view ; and finding him inclined to postpone me quite as indefinitely as 
could be expressed by language, I should have lowered my own pride 
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ais^ American, and have been false to the duty I owe the government 
of the United States, had I pursued any other course than to have re- 
tired immediately, to seek the imperial presence through some channel 
not pre-occupied with domestic official cares. The archives of thid 
mission will show that each of my predecessors has met the same kind 
of difficulty-^specially did the Hon. C. Gushing. Indeed, you may 
rely that the Chinese government acts upon the prindjde of assuming so 
long as assumption will he tolerated^ and concedes juUice only in the presence 
of a force able and willing to extort it. 

It is the policy of the class known as Kwdn (sometimes called man- 
darins, but by the Europeans styled officials) to restrict intercourse 
between China and foreign nations to such forms and regulations as 
they devise and control ; for, obtaining public* position by corrupt 
means, they reimburse their pockets and add to their individual wealth 
by exacting from the common people, and ultimately the price is 
charged upon the general commerce conducted under those regulations, 
and is felt in the value of all the producing and trading classes export 
from this country. 

I shalt bear constantly in mind the idea that peace is the policy of 
the United States, and that the custom of exclusiveness, to which the 
Chinese have been educated, will not suddenly give way before the light 
of intercourse with foreign powers. But while I have considered that 
by peaceful intercourse the resources of China may be opened to western 
Christian nations with most facility and profit, I am equally impressed 
by the importance of maintaining, through that intercourse, the dignity 
of the United States, by requiring respectful attention to their repre- 
sentatives, justice to their citizens, and the substantial performance of 
treaty obligations entered into with their public authorities. 

The course taken by Commodore Aulick towards me has lefl me in 
an awkward position, but not under any embarrassment. His with- 
drawal of the Saratoga, at the very moment her service was required 
by me to bear me hence, was known of course to the Chinese authori-* . 
ties, who will conceive that my hands are powerless by reason of lys 
refusal to place the national vessel at my command. If he persists, 
and declines to send the frigate to the north, no alternative will remain 
but for me to await at Macao the orders of the government to the naval 
commander on this station, which shall serve as a standing regulation 
ot the respective privileges and rights of those wlio represent abroad 
the civil departments of the government, and the naval squadron officers 
who traverse the seas to protect American commerce, and to bring 
their forces to aid in promoting the views of your agents before foreign 
powers. 

I learn, from various sources, that the health of Commodore Aulick 
is very much shattered, and I have the charity to impute to the infirm- 
ities of the mind, which constantly accompany the decline of the phy- • 
sical powers, the gross departure from official propriety of which he 
has been guilty. But notwithstanding this excuse, as his conduct is 
oMciaU I presume it will receive such official and prompt correction as 
snail make his example to be avoided by his successors here. 

When the government of the United States reposes in the hands of 
a commissioner to China the power of life and death over American 
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citizens within these dominions ; the establishment of a judicial sys- 
tem; the power to hear causes, involving whatever pecuniary amount, 
and to render decisions without appeal therefrom; and, in addition, 
confides to his management the diplomatic intercourse of the United 
States with the chief and authorities of a vast and almost unknown 
empire, it is anomalous that the naval force of the same government 
should, with impunity, withdraw all support and protection from him, 
thus leaving him, as a public oflScer, exposed to ridicule in the eyes of 
the very citizens whose actions he is sent here to regulate, and of all 
foreign powers whose agents may be witnesses of such an extraordi- 
nary, and, to all Americans, most mortifying spectacle. 

Uhina, as you may be aware, is in a state of civil war. Reports 
from the charge des affaires ad interim have possessed you of the rumored 
progress of the revolution. It now is rumored that tue insurgents have 
possession of the approaches to the city of Nankin by land, and that 
the imperial troops have not been able to check their progress. It is 
said that the first of the Chinese new year has been selected as the day 
to proclaim the chief of the rebels Emperor ^ at Nankin. 

1 give this rumor as it comes fix>m Shaujjhai through an intelligent 
American merchant from that city who arrived here to-day. It is cer- 
tain that the existing dynasty is in danger, and that the country is con- 
vulsed by the civil commotion which is agitating the people of China. 

The exigencies of the public affidrs called the unpenal commissioner, 
Sen^ fit>m Canton more than a year since. His successor, F©e, re- 
mained but a very short time before he repaired to the north of this 
Erovince, and as the letter written in his name to me (of which you 
ave a copy) on the 3d instant will show, he is occupying the pass at 
Sanchow, distant hence about 233 miles. When he will return to 
Canton depends on the condition of the country under the forces of the 
insurgents. If the reports of the progress of the insurgents are correct, 
and the power of their chief has attained a solidity wnich enaBles him 
•to assume the diadem of the empire, there is no probability that the 
"felicitous day" will ever arrive which has been suggested by their 
excellencies for an interview with me. The exclusion of foreigners firom 
the city of Canton leaves all in doubt that may be transpiring even in 
this vicinity, and I can therefore only give to the department assurance 
based on rumor. 

The large and valuable American interests at Shanghai (in the vice- 
royalty of which Nankin is the capital) will render the arrival of the 
Susquehanna very appropriate; and at Shanghai I may be enabled 
to hear with more distinctness, and to judge with greater accuracy, oi 
the progress of events than one can do at this distance. 

It shall be my study to carry forward the dispositions of the adminis- 
tration during my continuance in office, and I request your excellencj 
to impart them to me freely. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

His Excellency the Secretary op State, 

United States of America^ Washington city. 
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No. 1. 

Mr. Marshall to Pih^ Imperial High Commisiioner^ ifc. 

Legation op the United States, Canton, 

January 31, 1853. 

Sir: The undersigned, commissioner of the United States of Ameri- 
ca to the Ta Tsing empire, and in that capacity invested by the Pres- 
ident of the United States with plenary diplomatic powers, has the 
boDor to address the imperial commissioner charged at Canton with 
the superintendence of the affairs of China with foreign nations, and to 
inform him that the undersigned bears a sealed communication from the 
President of the United States to his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of 
the Ta Tsin^ empire, accrediting the undersigned m his official capacity 
to his Imperial Majesty, which communication the undersigned desires 
to transmit to the august Emperor through the imperial commissioner; 
and with this view he requests your excellency, at an earljj^ date, to 
name a suitable time and proper place for a personal interview. 

The undersigned has the honor to present herewith to the imperial 
commissioner the expressionSf his distinguished consideration. 

jffUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Commimoner of the United States of America 

to the Ta Tsing Empire* 
To his Excellency Pih, 
Imperial High Commissioner, charged with the superintendence of for* 
eign affairs at the five free ports, 4^., 4^., i/t. 
[l. 8.] 



No. 2. 

The Chinese Commissioners to Mr. Marshall. 

Y^6, hereditary lord of the first grade, governor of Canton, of the 
rank of governor-general, acting governor-general of the two Kwang 
provinces, guardian of the heir-apparent, minister and commissioner^ 
and Pih, by imperial appointment governor of Honan, holding the rank 
of a general officer in the army, acting governor of Canton, and a vice- 

E resident of the board of war, both of the Ta Tsing empire, have the 
onor to acknowledge the receipt on the 1st instant of the honorable 
commissioner's public despatch of the 31st ultimo, and are delighted 
fclly to understand therefrom that the honorable commissioner has re- 
ceived the superintendence of trade at the five ports, &c. We have 
heretofore heard that the honorable commissioner is mild and even- 
tempered, just and upright, and that he will manage everything in 
strict conformity with the treaty, and all will be in the highest degree 
proper and harmonious ; and we, the minister and governor, are ex- 
ceedingly gratified at the thought* As to the subject of settling a time 
for an interview, we, the minister and governor, are also exceedingly 
^rirous of a mutual interview, when face to face we ma.^ oiWN^t^fc 
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freely, in order to manifest the good correspondence of our respective 
countries; but I, the minister, am at present at the Shaou-chow pass, 
and I, the governor, having superintendency of everything, have not 
the slightest leisure, and can only wait the return of the minister to his 
court, after which he will select a felicitous day, and address you and 
meet you at a pleasant interview. 

As requisite, we make this reply, and avail ourselves of the occasjoD 
to present the compliments of the season. 

The foregoing communication is addressed to his excellency Hunh 
phrey Marshall, commissioner and minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to China. 

Heen Fang, 2d year, 12th morah^ 2^th day. (February 3, 1853.) 
[l. s.] 

N. B. Blank paper previously prepared for use. 



No. 3. 

Mr. Marshall to the Imperii Commissioners. 

Legation op the TJ. S. of ABfERicA, Canton, 

February 3, 1863. 

Sirs : The undersigned, commissioner of the United States of America 
to his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of the Ta Tsing empire, and charged 
with plenary diplomatic powers, has the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your official despatch of this date, in reply to his communica- 
tion of the 31st ultimo. From the precedents furnished Iby the history 
of the intercourse between the United States of America and the Em- 
peror of the Ta Tsing empire, the undersigned presumed he was con- 
Bulting a predilection of his Imperial Majesty by attempting to trans- 
mit the communicatioil from the President of the United States through 
the imperial commissioner at Canton, who is charged with the super- 
intendence of the concerns of foreign nations with China. 

As it was the purpose of the undersigned to avoid all appearances 
of seeking to violate the customs of the court of his Imperial Majesty, 
he was content to pursue exactly the terms of the 31st article of the 
treaty of Wang Hia ; and, for the expressed purpose of delivering the 
letter of the President for transmission to his Imperial Majesty, the un- 
dersigned requested the personal interview suggested in his first com- 
munication. The undersigned learns with regret of the absence of the 
imperial commissioner from Canton, and is unable to conjecture the 
probable date of his return from the public despatch of your excellen- 
cies. He desires, also, to express his surprise that a want of leisure 
should be assigned as a reason for the indefinite postponement of an 
opportunity to him to forward the letter of the President to its destina* 
tion. It would have been most agreeable to the undersigned to have met 
your excellencies face to face, in order to interchange with you those 
courtesies which are the accepted indices of the amity of nations; but 
the absence of the high minister, the preoccupation of his excellency 
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tb^ gohrernor, and the fiulure to assign any day for a personal interview 
with the undersigned, warn him of the grave responsibility he will in- 
cur to the government of the United States, should he consent so to 
defer the proper transmission of the letter which he has the honor to 
bear from the government of the United States to his Imperial MajesQr. 

With the intention not to pause until he has exhausted all the other 
means afibrded by the treaty to transmit said communication with 
proper expedition, the undersigned has the honor to take leave of your 
excellencies, and to renew the assurances of his distinguished consid- 
eration. 

[l. s.] HUMPHREY MARSHALL. ' 

To their Excellencies 

Ybb, Hereditary Lord of the First Grades Oovemor of Canton, of the 
rank of Governor* General, acting Governor- General of the Ttoo Pro^ 
vinces, Guardian of the heir-apparent, Minister and Commissioner; 
and 

PiH, by imperial appointment Governor of Honan, holding the rank 0/ 
a general officer in tfie army, acting Governor of Canton, and a 
Vice-President of the Board of War, both of the Ta Tsing empire. 



No 4. 



Mr. Marshall to Commodore Aulick. 

Legation op the U. S. A., City of Canton, 

February 4, 1863. 

Sir: I was informed this morning, by Commander Walker, of your 
peremptory order to him to repair forthwith to Hong Kong with the 
Saratoga, and I have been exceedingly^ embarrassed by his obedience 
to your requisition. 

It might have been expected by you that I would not have detained 
the vessel longer than the public service required ; at all events, that 
/should have been consultea, under the circumstances, prior to the with- 
drawal of the ship of my country which had borne me to this port. But 
it is not my purpose to comment upon the proceeding you have thought 
proper to "take in this matter, smce our common government can 
ajmly such measure of corrective as the chief thereof may deem essen- 
tial to the protection of his public ministers abroad. 

My purpose is to state, succinctly, that the reply of the imperial com- 
missioner to my first despatch requires my immediate withdrawal firom 
Canton, and my departure for the north of China, with the view of de-. 
livering at Nankin or Fowchowfoo a communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States to the Emperor of China. 

For this service I want a vessel of war of the United States, and I 
desire that the Susquehanna, if capable of the service, may repair to 
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Whampoa immediately, that I may embark on her. There my ftutl 
movements can be determined, at all events. 
I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 

Commissioner tf United States to China. 
Commodore John Aulick, 

Commanding U. S. Squadron on East Indies station^ Hong Kon^ 



[Official — ^No. 4.] Legation op the U. S., Canton, China, - 

February 8, 1963. 

Sib : My official communication of the 7th instant referred to certi 
"circumstances" which prevented my immediate embarkation i 
Nankin. I thought it was most expedient to reserve for a separate d 
spatch all the correspondence with officers of the navy, that you mif 
be enabled to submit the same to the consideration of the Secretary 
the Navy, without placing among the archives of his department m; 
ter relating exclusively to foreign affiiirs. 

Accordingly, I now have the honor to submit to you the followi 
papers, from Nos. 1 to 6 inclusive, which will explain the reasons w 
, 1 ao not proceed at once to Nankin, and, at the same time, will exhil 
the ground assumed by the commodore, that his co-operation with t 
commissioner, by the use of the ships under his command, must depe 
upon his own judgment as to the necessity, after the commissioner sb 
have submitted to his inspection his powers and the papers upon whi 
the necessity is supposed to arise. 

I shall not presume to characterize the very gross discourtesy exhi 
ited to me by Commodore Aulick in withdrawing the Saratoga and r 
fiising to send a public ship for me; but I hope the Secretary of tl 
Navy, through you, will place me in possession of such a general ai 
standing order as will shield me from the effect of any perverseness i 
naval commanders hereafter. 

In this connexion, permit me to urge upon your attention a recce 
mendation which has been made by each of my predecessors, th 
must be carried out if you would have efficient service here by sea < 
land. I allude to the recommendation to place small steamers on th 
station. Two or three vessels of light draught (not to exceed twelve fee 
would be capable of rendering far greater service than the Susquehann 
and at much less expense. This results^ from the nature of this coa 
and the depth of these waters. There is not a vessel in the East Indi 
squadron which can approach nearer to Canton than Whampoa, (t( 
miles below,) and the sailing vessels can only float up to that poi 
during an adverse monsoon. An instance in point occurs in the ca 
of the Saratoga, when bringing me from Macao last month. The di 
tance from Macao to Canton is eighty miles by water. A steamer w 
always travel it in eight houfs ; but the Saratoga was employed f 
days and nights in reaching the anchorage (sixty miles) at Whampo 
though every opportunity was embraced, day andnightf to proceed up 
her voyage. Had her services been re(]|uir^ incase of a sudden atta< 
by the Chinese on the American factories, a riot, or some like conti 
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gency, the most awful catastrophe might have happened before she 
could have arrived at Whampoa. She cannot be placed in front of ihe 
factories to render them assistance. 

The British government empL)ys a war vessel constantly in front of 
this city. This is a naval station whose gvns hear on the British factories 
m Canton, Besides, a steam^^r lies regularly at Hong Kon^f ready to 
communicate with any of the five ports when necessary. There is a 
British steamer at each of the five ports for the protection of British 
subjects and commerce. ' 

You will see, by the letter of Commodore Aulick, that the Susque- 
hanna is not considered fit for the voyage to Nankin. The monsoon 
beihg adverse, the Plymouth or Saratoga could not probably reach 
Jlhere at all. 

f The British merchant Steamers, however, ply regularly from H<>ng 
Kong to Shanghai, which is about two hundred miles from Nankin. 
iWhen I do desire to proceed to Shanghai or Amoy on public business, 
1 could not do so except at the pleasure of the commodore, or by avail- 
bg nayself of the merchant vessels of Great Britain, which run monthly 
Id Shanghai from Hong Kong, 

The rectification of this is so easy, that for the credit of the repub- 
lic I hope it will meet instant attention. Such steamers as the Alle- 
ghany and the Vixen would exactly be adapted to the service; and if 
the department of the navy would send such vessels to the East Indies 
squadron, with orders to the commodore to detach one or both to be sta- 
lioned at Shanghai and Canton, and to interchange stations occasionally, 
visiting ihe five ports on each cruise, and with orders to obey the c.ill 
which might be made on them for service by the Commissioner to 
China, I think that greater efficiency might be imparted to the service, 
and that good results woukl be sure to flow. The river which flows 
by Canton is more than half a mile wide, generally, from this city to its 
mouth — a noble stream, but it is infested with pirates. The coast, for 
sixty miles on either side of its-mouth, is studded with islands, aflord- 
ing the pirates shelter from large vessels, which cannot navigate the 
Waters in many places between those islands. A vessel of* ten or twelve 
feet draught could move everywhere and police these seas. Such ves- 
sels, as bearers of important despatches, protectors of jour factories, 
an efficient protection to your commerce in Ch na, jis means of com- 
tDunication during adverse monsoons between the five open ports, and 
visiting and relieving American, ships in distress upon the coast, are 
««cA wanted; and I earnestly recommend that they be despatched hither 
without delay. 

It is understood that the government promised to send out such ves- 
sels when Hon. Alexander Everett applied tor them j but the requisition 
for the use of all the ships during the Mexican war prevented a com- 
pliance with his recommendation. The vast increase of American 
commerce with China since that time, and the fact which my corre- 
spondence with Commodore Aulick now exhibits, of the only steamer 
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here being unfit tof the most ordinary service, will prove the propriety 
of acting upon my suggestion favorably and immediately. 

I have the hond^-, to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
To the Sbcrbtart of: State, 

United States q^j,/intkrica^ Washington. 

n : 

No. 1. 

Victoria, Hong Kong, January 17, 1853. 

Sir : Having proceeded thus far towards China in a merchant ves- 
sel, it is deemed proper that, as Commissioner of the United States 
accredited to the imperial government of China, I shall present myself 
to the authority of that empire under the flag of my country, and on 
the deck of a vessel-of-war. 

I go hence this morning to Macao, with the view of arranging such 
communication as shall notify that government of my readiness to pre- 
sent my credentials at such time and place as may be indicated by bis 
Imperial Majesty for my reception. 

I request that you will furnish me, at Macao, immediately, a suita* 
ble vessel-of-war from the naval force under your command on this 
station, to convey me to such point as it may be necessary for me to 
visit, in order to enter upon my official intercourse with the court of 
China. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
To the Commanding Officer 

0/ the United States Squadron on the Ecut India station. 



No. 2. 



UNfTBD States ship Saratoga, 
Whampoa^ China, February 3, 1862. 
Dear Sir : I regret to inform you that it becomes my duty, under 
an order from Commodore Aulick-^a copy of which is herewith en- 
closed — ^to repair to Hong Kong with the Saratoga without delay. 

On learning the arrival of the commodore at Hong Kong, I hastened 
to inform him of the position and service of the ship, of which commu- 
nication I enclose a copy. These copies (marked A and B) will, 1 
trust, explain my sudden and unexpected departure from the an- 
chorage. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. L. WALKER, 

Commander. 
His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner, 4^., 4^., Canton. 
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(A.) 

United States Consulate, 

Cantany Chinas February 2, 1853. 

Sir: It is rumored in Canton this morning that you have arrived in 
the Susquehanna at Hong Kong ; and I hasten to inform you that I 
sailed with the Saratoga from Macao for Whampoa on the 28th Janu- 
ary, with the Hon. Humphrey Marshall, our Commissioner tb China. 
We arrived at Blenheim Reach on the 31st ult., and, at the request of 
the honorable Commissioner, I accompanied him thence to (Janton, 
where he is daily expecting an interview with the imperial commis- 
sioner of China. He is desirous that 1 should remain here until after 
that interview shall have taken place, and I had determined to do so 
if it were not too long delayed, and if I received no orders to the con- 
trary from superior authority. 
I have the nonor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. WALKER, 

Commander. 
Commodore J. H. Aulick, . 
CommaTiding U. 8. Squadron East India and China seas. 



■ (B.) 

United States STEAM-PRiaATB Susquehanna, 

Hong Kongj Januury 31, 1953. 

Sir: You will repair forthwith with the Saratoga to this place. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. AULICK, 
Commanding (7. 8. naval force East India and China seas. 
Commander W. S. Walker, 
Commanding U. S. ship Saratoga^ Whampoa. 



No. 3. 



f 



Legation op the U. 8., city of Canton, 

February 4c, 1868. 
Sir : I was informed this mornrag by Commander Walker of your 
peremptory order to him to repair forfiiwith to Hong Kong with the 
Saratoga, and 1 have been exceedingly embarrassed by his obedience 
to your requisition. It might have been expected by you that I would 
Whave detained the vessel longer than thie public interest required; at 
all events, that / should have been consulted under the circumstances 
prior to the withdrawal of the ship of my country which had borne 
me to this port. But it is not my purpose to comment upon the pro- 
ceeding you have thought proper to take in this matter, since our com- 
mon government can apply such measure of corrective as the chiet 
thereof may deem essential to the protection of his public ministers 
abroad. 
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• 

My purpose is succinctly to state, that the reply of the imperial 
commissioner to my first despatch requires my immediate withdrawal 
from Canton, and my departure for the north of China, with the view of 
delivering at Nankin or Toochowfoo a communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States to the Emperor of China. 

For this service I want a vessel- of-war of the United States, and I 
desire that the Susquehanna, if capable of this service, may repair to 
Wharnpi)a immediately, that I may embark on her. There my fir- 
ther movements can be determined, at all events. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Commissioner U. S. -4. to China, 
Commodore John Aulick, 

Comd^g U, S. Squadron on East India station^ Hong Kong. 



No. 4. 

Commodore Aulick to Mr. Marshall. 

U. S. Steam-frigate Susquehanna, 

Hofig Kong^ February 5, 1853. 

Sir :, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, this morning, of 
your letter of the ith instant, and being still in bed on the flat of my 
back and very unwell, and where I have been for most of the time for 
the last six wetks, and am cautioned by my medical officers neither to 
talk nor to write much at present, [ can answer your letter at this mo- 
ment very briefly, and beg to say, that I shall always most promptly 
and cheerfully co-operate, in all matters of public interest, with the 
diploPi.atic agents of the United States in China, which may be neces- 
sary lor the public service of our country ; but in doing this, it must be 
under my own judgment as to how far the public interests are con- 
ceniod in the matter in which we are to co-operate together. The 
opinion of the Commissioner alone would not be sufficient to relieve mc 
from the responsibility to which our common government would hold 
me in the event of rny employing any portion of the squadron under my 
command in a manner inconsistent with my instructions from the Na%7 
Depaitment, or the object of which a naval force has been sent to these 
seas, which object is clearly defined in my instructions. But if the 
honorable Commissioner has received from the President or the Navy De- 
partment powers which, on being shown to me, I shall consider a suf- 
ficient justification for acting upon the suggestion or wish alone of the 
Commissioner, without consulting my own judgment in the matter at 
all, on seeing such instructions I will most cheerfully comply with them, 
and do whatever the Commissioner requires without question. 

In reference to the order which I sent Commander Walker to re- 
pair to this place, I wanted the ship's services, and have wanted them 
ever since I have been here, to assist in the discharge of a piece of dis- 
agreeable naval duty, which could not be well accomplished without 
her assistance ; and a note received from Commander Walker, dated 
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Canton, the 2d instant, informed me of your arrival there the 3 1st 
uliimo, and through the commander informed me that you desired him 
to accompany you to Canton to be present at your interview with the 
imperial commissiorier there, which he had dt termined to do ; and that 
the ship was lying at Blenheim Reach, some fifteen or twenty miles 
from that city. I could not suppose that you should have occasion for 
the ship's remaining there any longer ; and had I supposed it would 
have embarrassed you at all, I would have been sorry lo have done so 
at all by my act in ordering the ship here, and it was to avoid anything 
of that kind that I ordered another officer, the commander of the store- 
ship, to go to Blenheim Reach and bring the ship here ; at the same 
lime giving him a letter for Conjmander Walker, which he was to give 
him if on board, or lo send to him at Canton if not on boaid, to re- 
noaiD there so long as you and he might deem it necessary or proper, 
and to return here at his option and convenience. 

The Susquehanna is not in a condition to go where you desire, 
and even if she were, I should not consider myself at liberty to com- 
ply with your request, unless your powers from the President or the 
Secretary of the Navy would justify my departure from my general 
instructions.* 

It is no doubt known to you that Commodore Perry has b*^ en or- 
dered out here as my successor in command of this squadron, and the 
Navy Department has given him authority to write to tlie different 
commanders of the vessels here, myself excepted, and to instruct them 
when and where to meet him on the station. Letters hnve been re- 
ceived by those gentlemen from him, and by Commander Buchanan 
from the Navy Department, stating that he expected to be here by the 
first of January, and directing them to meet him at Macao by that 
time. His arrival may therefi)re be expected very soon. 

I repeat that I am unable to write, and may not make myself so well 
onderstcx)d in dictating to my secretary as I could were I in conver- 
sation with you ; and as you inform me you are about to leave Canton, 
should you come to this place, and will do me the honor to call 
on board the Sus()uehanna, I think we may understand each other 
much better in a halt hour's conversation than we perhaps now do. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. H. AULICK, 
Ccmmanding'inrChief U. S. naval forces in East India undChhia seas. 

Hon. H. Marshall, ' 

Z7. S. Commissioner to China* 



No. 5. 
Mr. Marshall to Commodore Aulich 

Canton, February 7, 1S53. 

Sir : Your official communication of the 15th instant was received 
6Q yesterday. 
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My demaifd for the use of the Susquehanna not cmly embmoed 
the sugfljestion of my desire to jM^oceed in her to the north, but equally 
oemprehended a requisition to be conveyed hence in her or some other 
public ship, though after 1 went abroad 1 might modify my determina- 
tion to go north. 

The withdrawal of the Saratoga, by the peremptory order yoo 
issued for the purpose, was objectionable, is the ground taken in your 
letter of the 5th instant. That amounts to a positive refusal to allow the 
4160 of any ship of the squadron, either for the purpose of faciUtatmg 
jny process to my destination^ or of relieving me firom the embarrass- 
ment of my present position. * * • 

Certainly it is most disagreeabk^ to- be situated as I am, by reason 
of your refusal to place a ship of our^country at my service to convey 
me to my official post, but not sufficiently so to induce the inadmissible 
concession to your official prerogative which you claim. But, sir, there 
was no propriety in your raising any question oi relative rank and power 
between us. You saw that, on my arrival at Hong Kong, during your 
excursion to Manilla* instead of ordering the Saratoga to convey me 
to Canton, from a delicate consideration of your position, I prefened 
to go by private conveyance to Macao, and to leave at Victoria a note 
addressed to the "officer commanding the squadron," in which I re- 
quested him most respectfully to furnish me a suitable ship, leaving to 
him the privilege of selecting that one which could be spared with the 
least inconvenience. I declined to use a privilege I possessed, to take 
away the Saratoga without consulting you, from mere politeness 
towards you as an officer. I had not designed to refer to the orders 
which I have in my possession from the Navy Department, but since 
you constrain me to do so, I will remark that, prior to my departure 
from the United States, the Secretary of the Naval Department, Hon. 
J. P. Kennedy, issued his instructions to Commodore Perry, as the 
officer appointed to command the East Indies squadron, requiring him 
to send orders to the commandants of ships in the East Indies squadron 
to atibrd me every facility and accommodation which transportation on 
their vessels would render in my progress to my official post in China* 
These instructions were dated on the 22d of September, and, in accord-' 
ance herewith. Commodore Perry handed me a circular addressed to 
Captain John Kelly, of the Plymouth, and to all officers command^ 
ing ships in the squadron, commanding them to obey the reqaisition of 
the Secretary. 

This order was handed to me the 29th September, at New York^ 
where the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, Commodore Perry, and 
I were at the t*me. The Secretary did not mtimate that you were itm 
command, and you must perceive that he did not think so when h^ 
commanded Commodore Perry to communicate instructions to your' 
juniors in rank on the very station at which you are. Commodore 
Perry could have had no idea that you remained on the station, wberm 
his orders were addressed to Commander Kelly by name, as the seniof 
officer in the squadron. But on my arrival at Hong Kong, learning 
that you had determined to construe yonr orders as postponing your 
relief from the command of the squadron, I preferred to address the 
*' officer in conunand " rather than to increase the embarrassment of 
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your relatioQS with your brother oflScers, by delivering the orders from 
Commodore Perry to your juniors in your very presence, as it were. 

Nor shall I resort to those orders, sir, so long as you choose to con- 
sider yourself entitled lo command the East India squadron, for well I 
know that obedience lo the order of Commodore Perry would amount 
to a refusal by Captain Kelly to recognise your authority any longer. 
It is not my wish to inflict any wound upon the proper discipline of 
the squadron, and neither my proper function nor mclmation to add lo 
the troubles which already encompass you, by placing it within the 
power of others to disregsutl an authority you claim under your con- 
struction of the orders you have received from the NaVy Department. 
I think my consideration for you contrasts strongly with the course you 
pursue towards me. 

Not having the honor of your personal acquaintance, never having 
had any intercourse with you, officially or otherwise, prior to this cor- 
respondence, I have not been able to impute your course to any motive 
connected with me personally. Therefore, I regret it as the conse- 
quence of an official construction of your own prerogative, of an official 
misconstruction of mine. 

It should be sufficient that you know my office and my object. You 
know certaiqlj that I am the Commissioner of the United States to 
China, and that as such, by law^ I am the officer to whom the Presi- 
dent confides the management of the diplomatic intercourse between 
the United fitates and China. 

My object in requesting the ship has been already stated to you in 
plain terms. I wrote to you that 1 found it necessary to withdraw from 
Canton, and that I wanted the ship to enable me to do so. I wrote 
you also (hat I wished to proceed to Nankin, in order to transmit to 
the Emperor of China the letter from the President, which I have the 
honor to bear to his Majesty. 

What judgment you can form on the necessity of my movement, or 
the propriety of meetmg my request for the use of a national vessel, 
must be formed on the foregoing data. There can be no discussion 
between us as to our relative rank and power; there is no foundation 
on which to rest such a question, and I am not disposed to allow my- 
self to be entangled in any dispute of the kind. When it shall become 
my duty as the Commissioner to China to demand the ships-of-war you 
comnumd for ^ service whose object is not communicated . to you, it 
^1 be a proper occasion to question my power, and, if you choose, to 
refuse obedience on your official responsibility. In this case, your 
anxiety to preserve your official prerogative from the appearance of 
submission has led you into the presentation of your topic of discussion 
prematurely. 

I shall not argue with you as to your duty. Your long official ex- 
perience and exalted position have accustomed you to act in view of 
your responsibility of public authority at home. 

To that I shall leave your case. There remains for me only to yield 
most reluctantly to the necessity under which your determination 
places me, and to close the diplomatic intercourse between China and 
the United States until the means are placed within my control to pro- 
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ceed to deliver my letter of credence to the Emperor through the chwi* 
nel, exhibited 6y the treaty. 

1 shall retire, by the first opportunity 1 find, to Macao— there await 
the arrival of your successor, your retirement from command, or the 
order of the department to which you belong, enabling me to proceed 
to my post. 

My exposure to the discourtesy you have shown, the unfortunate im- 
pression which must be left on the minds of the Chinese oflScials by 
your withdrawal of the Saratoga, and your refusal to supply her place; 
the procrastination of impending questions ; the loss of important ad- 
vantages in political arrnngerpcnts, and whatever of sacrifice of public 
or piivate interests may ensue, will belong to the catalogue of errors 
flowing from your unioriunate estimate of your official obligations and 
privileges, and from no fault of mine. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 



[Official— No. 6.] 

Legation of the United States, Canton, China, 

February 8, 1863. 

Sie: You will perceive, from the refusal oi Commodore Aulick, of 
the stean*er .Susquehanna, to convey me to Nankin, that 1 have been 
compelled to return to Macao to await the arrival of his successor, his 
retirement from command, or the happening of some unforeseen contin- 
gency, which may enable me to present my letter of credence to his 
Imperial Majesty the Emperor of China. It is proper to observe, (in 
order thnt you shall understand exactly,) that tne acting governor of 
Canton, Pih, does not consider himself invested with power to receive 
me as Commissioner from ihe United States. He is not the imperial 
commissioner. Y^e holds ihat office, as also that o( acting governor gen- 
eral of the Siang Kw-ang ; Pih gives his title at length in tne official com- 
munication which was addressed to me in the joint names of himself 
and Ye^, from which it appears he is governor of Honan province only, 
and, like one of the governors of the American States, holds a rank 
equal to that of a general officer of the army ex officio. •He is merely 
acting governor of Canton, wiih the additional title of a vice president 
of the board of war. These honorary titles do not confer the power of 
transacting business as imperial commissioner, according to his own 
construction of them, as I was unofficially informed after the receipt of 
my second communication by Pih, through an eminent Chinese hold- 
ing some relation to Pih. If Pih has the power, and yet refuses or de- 
lays me without reason for the return of Ye^, it makes my course only 
the more plain. About the same time I learned that Y66 had been 
ordered to advance from the Pass of Chaouchow into the province of 
Honan, in order to reinforce the imperial column acting against the 
rebels ; so that his return to Canton is really not more probable than 
that the vicissitudes of war will deprive him of his rank, if not of his 
JJ/e. Consequently, nothing remained for me but to advance to Fuh- 
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chow or Nankin, or to go directly to Teen-tzin, to open a correspond- 
ence direcily with the central powers at Pekin. 

Persuaded that the government of the United States would embrace 
with satisfaction any proper occasion to place its diplomatic represent- 
ative in becoming relation with the imperial authority of this govern- 
ment, I was rejoiced that circumstances conspired to afford me the 
opportunity of attaining a result which the Department of State had 
uiiifiirmly held before my predecessors as desirable. But, jealous of 
the dignity which belongs to the United States, I determined to pro- 
ceed within the terms ot the treaty, and to exhaust them, before I pre- 
sented myself directly to his Majesty's court. It is my purpose, should 
1 reach Teen-tzin, and thus be enabled to confer directly with the im- 

Crial court, to bring into view before his Mnjesty the other questions 
tween the two governments, and to urge their adjustment immedi- 
ately, while I am yet in the north. 

These questions embrace the claims of several American citizens for 
indemnity against losses sustained by a mob ; for personal injuries in- 
flicted and robberies committed by the Chinese at Canton ; relief to 
the missionaries at Fuhchowfoo, who have been deprived of rights which 
belong to them under the treaty, and are daily .sustaining pecuniary 
losses by reason thereof; a review of the rules of evidence before the 
Chinese tiibunal at Canton, by which the pirates were acquitted on 
their own statements in the case of the " Robert Browne," in despite of 
tesiinjony to their guilt rendered by disinterested witnesses ; and the 
imposition by this government of new transit duties upon articles de- 
stined for export, in violation of the provisions of the treaty. The delay 
which attends all negotiations with the imperial commissioner at Can- 
ton, who pretends to refer every subject to the court at Pekin when- 
ever its condition seems to demand payment or action on the part of 
the Chinese, has led to a general impression that the commissioner and 
the |>rovii]cial authorities practise aouses equally on the authority of 
the court and the rights of foreigners. The opportunity to address the 
court from Teen-tzin would vindicate the commissioner from these sus- 
picions, or would enable the Empen)r to see, at a glance, the multipli- 
catioQ of abuses which will continually spring from the custom of ex- 
clusion from intercourse with foreign ministers, to which he has thus 
far 80 tenaciously adhered. 

If the boards at Pekin are ignorant of the abuses to which Ameri- 
can citizens and others have been subjected, it is to be hoped that att 
opportunity may be afforded to me for a sojourn at Pekin, which circum- 
rtances might convert into a permission to reside near that court per- 
manently. In any event, the display of an abiUty to reach Pekin, or 
^en Teen-tzin, and a determination to do so when the public interests 
of the United States require, must be important in the intercourse be- 
tween the two countries. But there is another circumstance which 
makes a visit to the north important just now. It is the state of the 
rebellion. The imperial authority of China seems quite unable to 
check the progress of the rebel chief. Teen Tih, before whose arms 
have fallen several of the most important cities of the empire. Tne 
Kmperor, pressed for means to sustain the war, has aVreadv xe^otV^vi \a 

the most extraordinary measures to increase the im'pei\aiteNexw>fe^ — 
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among which may be appropriately mentioned the issue of paper as 
the representation of money, the imposition of an assessment upon civil 
magistrates to large amounts, the withholding the pay and sequestra- 
tion of the prizes of the officers and soldiers, and the restoration of 
forfeited offices and rank to degraded officials for pecuniary considera- 
tion. The imperial generals have been beaten in the field successively, 
and their punishment for the loss of battles has been decapitation, or 
degradation and exile. It is now said that Seu (who was the imperial 
commissioner at Canton some time since) has been degraded for his 
inability to hold Teen Tih in check ; and the order for Y^^ to advance 
into the province of Honan seems to indicate for that person the pre- 
carious honor of the command of the army operations. Teen Tih has 
ordered the Chinese to desist from the practice of shaving their heads, 
which was the mark of subjugation imposed on them originally by the 
Tartars, and rumor says that the imperial generals execute all who 
have obeyed this order, and who fall into their power ; thus adding fresh 
causes of irritation to the populace, and hastening another war of races 
in the bosom of China. Teen Tih operates with the strategic skill of 
the European tactician ; but whether it is his own genius, or foreign mil- 
itary skill taking the field under the concealment of the cowl, appears 
questionable among those who have studied the origin and progress ol 
the contest. So it is since the siege of Shanghai, which was raised in 
the frill. Teen Tih has captured the city of Youchow, at the junction of 
the Yangtze river with the Yanting lake, and deploying his forces to 
the right and left, has, since the 18th of December, captured the prfect 
town of King Chaw, on the Yangtze river, above Youchaw, and Hau- 
nang below Youchaw on the same stream. The Chinese here say that 
his army has also occupied Wirchang, which is the chief commercial 
emporium ot the province of Her Pih. The proeress of his arms 
seems to be down to the Yangtze, and there is little doubt he will seize 
the imperial city of Nankin. The proximity of these military opera- 
tions to Shanghai, where American trade chiefly has centred, has at 
fected the market of that city powerfully already, and displays at least 
the propriety of my close attention to the progress of a war which, 
within a week's time, might roll its wave over the whole country from 
the Tanting lake to the sea. If the naval force of the United States 
in these seas is of any use at all, such events as 1 now narrate should 
awaken it from the lepose it enjoys in the haibor of Victoria, and 
send its flag, as the emblem of the national power, where American 
citizens will probably require and need its protection. Shanghai is 
only distant from Nankin about two hundred miles ; and the presence 
of the Susquehanna at its anchorage, in the performance of an admit- 
ted and peaceful duty, might enable me to take advantage of passing 
events, and at the same lime exhibit to all concerned the ability and 
readiness of the United States to protect the rights of 'her citizens in 
China, or to redress their grievances. 

It is certainly very mortifying to ascertain that my desire to proceed 
thither is arrested by the will of Commodore Aulick, and that what- 
ever advantages might be gained from attention to the events which 
are so rapidly crowding the history of China, may be lost by the de- 
clension of the Commodore to consider it his duty to extend accomnao- 
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ddtioQ to m^ in niy progress to my post. But I trust the deparrtment 
will consider my great distance from Washington, and my inability to 
receive a reply to any communication in less than five months from the 
date of such communication, and will provide me with such powers 
against the repetition of this failure as will enable me to discharge 
my duty at least with credital^ eflSciency, and to merit the confidence 
which Congress reposed in the Commissioner to China, when it vested 
in him the extensive powers conf^fred by the act of 1848. 

I hare the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
The Hon. Sbcretart of Statb, 

WashingUm* 

P. S. I append hereto a letter just this moment received from the 
American consul at Shanghai, by which you will see that it is expected 
that Shnnghai will fall into the hands of Teen Tih when he acquires 
Nankin. H. M. 

February 9, 1853. 



Mr. Cunningham to Mr. Marshall. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

January 23, 1853. 

Sir : I have the honor to address you with such information as I 
can obtain regarding the inlemal troubles of tLis country, presuming 
that it is my duty to report upon any matters which may afreet the re- 
lations existing between it and the United States, or the interests of 
American citizens. 

No intelligence can be obtained from the Chinese officers with whom 
I come in contact which can be relied upon; and T take my informa- 
tion fiom private letters received by Chinese merchants from their cor- 
respondents in the disturbed provinces. 

Letters fromHankhow, a town of great trade on the Yangtze Kiang, 
about 300 miles to the westward of Nankin, state that ihe rebels have 
gained much ground, and that their chance is good for ultimately ob- 
taining Nankin, where they would crown an Emperor of Chinese race. 

The government troops are few and badly commanded, and only suc- 
ceed in making a stand in the strongest of the walled towns. The 
treasuries of the various provinces are said to be completely bankrupt, 
and the government in straits for money for the ordinary purposes of 
Stale. This perhaps has given rise to rumors, at present prevailing, 
that some of the highest otncers of the Emperor have memorialized him 
on the expediency of legalizing the opium trade. 

On the other hand, the rebels, though in moderate force, are suffi- 
ciently well organized to march from one important place to another, 
capturing them when not strongly garrisoned, and everywhere moving 
with impunity through the open country. The presence of men of 
capacity and education among them is attested by the order maiotakued^ 
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and by well-written and politic proclamations disseminated througl 
country. Their soldiers observe the rights of others, and pillage 
rapine of all kinds are so effectually restrained, that the peasantry 
sides with them, and the country through which they move is not 
tur'bed. 

It is supposed that, if they capture Nankin, they will take posses 
of the cities to the eastward, including Shanghai, all places of 1 
trade, and which would afford much revenue, and that they would 
interfere with trade, either foreign or native. 

I have stated the course of things in general terms, without spe< 
ing cities taken, or strength offerees, &c., &c., as the accounts an 
contradictory to be quoted, only agreeing in one report t/cU themrrog 
and that their object is Naukin. 

Allow me to present my congratulations upon your safe arriv; 
China ; and I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient hui 
servant, 

GEO. CUNNINGHAM, 
Vice-consul of U. S. Americ 

Hon. H. Marshall, 

Commissioner of the United f^cates of America to China, 4^*., ^t. 



[Official No. 6.] Macao, Febrmry 22, 1S5 

Sir : I avail myself of the return of A. R. B. Moses, esq., to 
United States, to transmit duplicates of my despatches 3, 4, 6 to ; 
department, with their enclosures. 

Commodore Aulick reprimanded Commander Walker so seve 
for carrying me to Whampoa in the Saratoga, that the latter deroai 
a court-martial to try him on the charge, with specifications, 
court was called accordingly ; the result of which was, of course 
honorable acquittal of Commander Walker by the unanimous opi 
of the court. However mortifying it has been to see a naval office 
tually subjected to arrest and trial for no other alleged offence than 
ing afforded facilities to convey a public officer of my grade to his 
in a public ship otherwise unemployed, the spectacle will not be i 
out profit, if it shall induce the departments of the State and the N 
by toe establishment of some fixed rule, to prevent the recurrent 
such scenes hereafter on our foreign stations. How far the Sars 
was wanted at Hong Kong may be judged from the fact, that Con 
dore Aulick has found it compatible with the public interest, ii 
estimation, to leave that ship and the Susquehanna in the harb< 
Hong Kong, while he visits Canton in the Plymouth, which now a^ 
his pleasure at Whampoa, leaving me meanwhile awaiting here a p 
vessel to convey me to a point whence 1 may deliver my letter of 
dence to the Emperor of China. 

It affords some satisfaction to announce that Commodore Aulicl 
applied for a passport for the United States, having engaged his pai 
home on the steamer which is lo leave Hong Kong the 11th pro: 
fear my wish to proceed to Nankin will now be thwarted ; for apf 
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lion was made by the linguist to-day, apparently of his own accord, "to 
know if his Excellency had yet received a reply to his last note to ihe 
governor Pih," stating that, as he " understood, it had been referred 
to the imperial commissioner, and hence the delay," Sx. 

This, 1 presume, is the avant courier of a diplomatic note which will 
fix upon a day for my reception at Canton, and cut off the propriety pi 
my proceeding up the Yang-tze Kiang, a voyage which would have 
afforded me the fairest opportunity to visit a portion of the interior of 
this curious and intefesting country. 

I beg to repeat, that every day's experience multiplies evidence of the 
necessity of having a small armed steamer, of light draught, in the 
public service, whose cruising ground shall be between the free ports 
of China. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
The Hon. Secretary op State. 



[Official— No. 7.] Macao, March 3, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith a letter, with the docu- 
ments accompanying it, which 1 received lately from Walter M. Gib- 
son, an American citizen, who has been imprisoned at Batavia more 
than a year, under a charge of high treason to the King of Holland in 
bis Netherlands India possessions. 

1 heard of this case on my arrival at Penang in January last, and 
' mentioned it in my despatch from that place. On my arrival at Singa- 
pore, Mr. Shaw, acting commercial agent for the United States, sub- 
milted to my inspection a parcel of letters from Mr. Gibson, the gene- 
ral tenor of which induced me to write to the latter, proffering my aid 
to place the government of the United States in possession of such papers 
connected with his case as he might desire to transmit. The volume I 
now enclose is the result 

As the letters alluded to by Commodore Aulick are either on file in 
the Navy Department, or substantially given in Mr. Gibson's letter to 
me, I have thought it would be useless to copy them for your inspec- 
tion. 

You will see, by my correspondence with Commodore Aulick, that I 
have attempted to render to Mr. Gibson all the assistance he required, 
but unfortunately without effect. Some cause, unknown to me, con- 
tinues our naval force unemployed in the port of Hong Kong, where it 
is not of more use practically to the country it serves than it would be 
lying dismantled in the navy-yard at Washington. 

The papers and correspondence touching the case of Mr. Gibson 
^e marked from No. 1 to No. 4 inclusive, the documents accompanying 
his letter being marked by him. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, # 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

The Hon. Secretary of State, 

Washington city, D* C 



aa H. Doc. 128. 

No. 1. 

Prison of Weltevredbn Batavia, 

January 22, 1S53. 

Sir: Your highly esteemed favor of the 7th instant has been duly 
r^eiyed, and has aflbrded me very especial solace and satisfaction. \ 

In compliance with your intimation, I have hastened to obtain copies 
of the papers you •mentioned, and of all available documentary evi- 
dence relative to my case, and am now enaUod to forward you, ac-* 
companying this, certified copies of my vessel's papers, and of the sen- 
tences, decrees, and other legal papers issuing nrom the courts of Ba* 
tavia, of which you will find an especial enumeration affixed. 

My anticipations of liberation, mentioned in my letter of the 28th ultimo 
to the United States consul at Singapore, have not been realized ; the 
supreme court of Netherlands India has, for the third time, sustained 
the protest of the Attorney General against the sentence of acquittal, or 
rather of "no bill," pronounced by the court of justice of Batavia, on 
the 22d of December last, and has ordered my arraignment for public 
trial on the 14th of February next. 

By the "act of accusation," you will perceive that the charge of 
"high treason" is unqualifiedly persisted in; and, of course, no modifi- 
cation of the oriffinal charge, for which I was arrested and my vessel 
seized, could be brought forward by the prosecution without destroying 
the case for the government* 

I know that I am warranted in saying that government here has in- 
terfered, in a very high-handed manner, with justice m my case. % 

Although I have no doubt that you must have, by this time, a tol- '. 
erably correct idea of my case, since, I presume, that in addition to the 
information you obtained at Singapore, you will have obtained a great 
deal more from the commodore of the United States squadron on the 
Chinese station ; yet still I desire to communicate the following particu- 
lars, in order to insure your perfect comprehension of my late voyage *"- 
and of my present difficulties: 

By the vessel's papers, you will perceive that she left the port of New 
York with a full American crew, which she lost in various ways, partly 
at the Cape de Verdes, partly on the coast of Brazil, and sailed firom 
the port of Pernambuco with a feeble and mostly foreign crew. 

You will learn, also, that she was without any armament whatever, 
had no cargo, was out of provisions almost on arriving in the Straits of 
Sunda; and cpnsequently, on her arrival within the waters of Dutch 
India, was in no condition for mischief or trade, but was simply in the 
position of a seeker for freight on her way to Singapore, the central 
point of the Indian Archipelago for business. 

By the evidence before the court of justice of Batavia, it has ap« 
peared that the Flirt entered, or rather came to anchor in, the roads 
of ^intok, along with the Dutch war-schooner Niobe, in a very heavy 
stress of weather. It has appeared that she had not full allowance of 
wood and water on board lor one day more; that her crew were im- 
mediately set to work to obtain a supply; and that she would have left 
the place within forty-eight hours after her arrival, if I (her commander) 
had not been induced by the various heads of the government offices 
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it the place to prolcxig my stay several days more, in order to accept 
)f various invitations for amusement. In the mean time, it is declared 
hat I iiad made the acquaintanceship of several oflScers accompanying 
wme troops to Palembang, and that these officers had pressed me to 
iccompany them in order to witness a tiger-hunt and other sports. 

Thus I went to Palembang in company with a number of Dutch of- 
Bcers, and, when at that place, never went abroad on shore, to visit 
natives or otherwise, without being accompanied by one or more Eu- 
ropeans. I gave no just nor apparent c^use for suspecting me of hostile 
intentions, until the occurrence of the departure of the mate from my 
vessel. 

The piece of writing the mate has with him was written by a late 
employ^ of government; and he was accompanied in his adventure by 
two Malays, both actually employed in the police of Mintok and Pa- 
lembane, as now appears by evidence. These three men and Cap- 
tain Valberg, who nirnished the mate with the arms necessary for his 
journey, are all mtnesses, 

I refer you to my <* statement of/ witnessed," &c., which will show to 
you that some of the principal authorities at Palembang had, or thought 
they had, cause for a personal animosity against me; and, consequent- 
ly, my arrest was attended with all the irritating circumstances which 
spile could suggest. It evidently seen^d that the cause of my seizure 
had either been invented for revenge, iPfwas most eagerly availed of 
to cause me pain and humiliation where a short time previous I had 
been figuring with some 6clat and mucTiyoterest to myself. In the 
letter of Resident de Braun, of Palembang, you will see that he ad- 
judges me worthy of death, and recommends to his excellency the gov- 
ernor to have it executed upon me. He has appeared as judge and 
prosecutor against me, and now is the chief witness in the case. 

But the making of a judge, prosecuft>t^«Jand personal enemy into a 
witness, is far from being the only -arbitrarjiitihfluence exercised in the 
case by the government, through the proaure^general, upon the action 
of the court of justice of Batavia. • • . 

The especial court tor this •city, and residence of the same name, 
takes cognizance of all offences committed withih such territory ©f 
Netherlands India, where as yet no court of justice has been organized. 
This court, like the other courts of the different residencies, has con- 
nected with it an official personage stylea the "officer of justice,** 
wbose duty it is to prosecute individuals for offences, but at the same 
time he i^ sworn to search as nrnch for t^eir innocence as their guilt; 
and thus, according to the nature of the case, may ask the courT for the 
acquittal or punishment of an arrested individual. He is styled "the 
general agent of society," and is not called a "prosecutor,** n6r his 
functions " prosecutiour" but the exercise of the public administration 
(open boar ministerie) of justice, (or, rather, administering to, &c.) 

Thus, after I had been in prison some time, the "oflicer of justice'* 
for this court, Mr. de WaUdid, on the 18th of August, 1852, make a 
presentation to the court that he found no foundation whatever for the 
crime of "high treason" against me, and therefore demanded my hV 
eration; to which the court assented, by its sentence of the 25th of (hb 
sajne month. . t 
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Now, the supreme court of Netherlands India, which takes cogiii- 
zance of all criminal cases coming before the courts of all the resi- 
dencies and ratifies or annuls their sentences, came to the conclusion, 
on the 2d ot September, 1652, to acquiesce in the decision of the court 
of justice; but it is well known that on the same day the "procureur- 
general" (the agent for the King and government, and not for ^' society'^) 
did peremptorily demand a revision of the case, which was granted. 
Shortly after this Mr. de Wal was displaced, and a young ambitious 
lawyer, Mr. H. R. Nolthenius, the creature of the *'procureur-general," 
was appointed as officer of justice, and wh«> has since conducted the 
case as a most zealous and unscrupulous prosecutor. 

Contrary to all precedent, and to the laws as laid down in the penal 
code, {strudfordering,) the present "officer of justice" has carried on 
ronfrontatiuns and separate cross-examinations of witnesses alone, 
which is always done by a judge-commissary, one of the members of 
the court of justice. Thus every opportunity has been afforded to 
prejudice the case — so far, that I consider late proceedings as an in- 
sult to justice, and that a trial now would be a perfect mockery. The 
trial, so called, to take place on the 14th of February next, ^udforcei 
.upon a court that has tktice decreed my liberation, is simply this: All 
my statements, translated into Dutch, and all the evidence, collected 
by the ** officer of justice's" interrogations, are read in private sitting 
before the court, (which in tfiRs case have been read and re-read;) and 
then, on the day appointed, I simply appear to hear the verdict of the 
court. However, this privilege remains with the accused, that he, or 
his counsellor, (raadsman,)* can state that he wishes some additional 
.person examined, and requires the fifteen days more allowed in such 
'cases. There is no examination of witnesses allowed in public court; 
that is all done privily; and thus, if the three individuals constituting 
the court and the "officer of justice" should agree in prejudice against 
an accused, he would sla^d no more chance to get justice than any 
victim who ever appeared before an inquisition or a ** council often." 

In my case, the court of justice of Batavia is in my behalf; and I 
believe that they are so personally as well as judicially. This court, 
as also the other courts of the residencies, are composed of long-resi- 
dent or mostly ** country-born"* Europeans, and they do naturally 
sympathize with and partly constitute a Creole or liberal party, which 
exists more or less in Dutch India. On the other hand, the supreme 
court of ^elherlands India, the "procureur-general," the councillors 
of India, and the ** officers of justice," are composed of native Dutchmen, 
and receive their appointments from home, or from the governor- 
general ; and consequently are sympathetically opposed to the country 
courts in all cases where the hberal lieeling might be called into question. 

The composition of the supreme court deserves a notice. It is com- 

g)sed of nine persons, as follows: 1. Mr. Hultman, president; 2. Mr. 
e Jough, vice president; 3. Mr. Van Hulten; 4. Mr. Van Hemert; 
&. Mr. Confiesens; 6. Mr. De Wal; 7. Mr. Kenchenius; 8. Mr. 
Swart; and 9. Mr. Anthing. Now, of these — 2, 4, 5, and 6 — four ol 

* * I tinee learn that some of the Bupreme court are alec *' conntry-boni," yet as they are 
appointed as mentioned, their Bympathlea an as already I have stated. W. M. G. 
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them are brotfa#rs-In-law; and 1 and 7 are uncle and nephew; whilst, 
at the same time, the "procureur-general," Mr. Wijumaten, is uncle to 
the "sous-secretaire generale" of the government, the one through 
whose hands all documents must pass to the governor-general. It will 
be obvious that if a harmonious family feelinff should prevail with these 
persons, that any one of their number could gratify any prejudice he 
might have in any particular case ; and it is well known that Mr. Hidt- 
mm, a particular friend of De Branny has publicly expressed a decided 
ofinioH of my guilt in the highest sense; for here, however strange and 
inconsistent it may seem, judges do canvass in society the merits 
of the cases of individuals to be brought before them; and thus, whilst 
members of the low court are discoursing about my innocence, and 
the absurdity of the entire charge, there are members of the supreme 
court expressing their opinion of my most manifest guilt and dangerous 
character. 

1 have no hope of justice at the hands of the supreme court of Nether- 
lands India, whilst I am morally certain that I will be fully acquitted by 
the court of justice on the 14th of February next. After that I fall into 
the hands of the supreme court, who, after a caucus with closed doors, may 
decree the most extreme sentence of punishment without rendering any specific 
reasons for their great difference of opinion with the low court. 

I doubt not that neither the government nor the supreme court had 
any particular feeling about my case at the commencement; but that 
after mismanagement, procrastination, and especially after the visit of 
the St. Mary's, it assumed quite another importance, which so far has 
been seriously to my prejudice. 

The case is now magnified into a Stale affair, the result of which will 
most favorably or unfavorably, as I am condemned or acquitted, affect 
the o6Bcial position of the resident of Palembang, the *'procureur-gene- 
ral," and probably gf the governor-general himself, wiln many others. 
Aheady the whole mass of testimony, &c., has been called for by the 
home government, and upwards of forty quires of copies of proceedings, 
sentences, &c., have been sent to the Hague. Whilst on the subject 
of copying documents, I may mention that when I intimated that an 
oflScial personage of the United States desired to have certain copies, 
the request was immediately granted by the low court, who ordered 
the sheriff, or rather clerk of the court, to wait upon me with the whole 
mass of documentary matter, and permitted me to select what I thought 
proper, ordering, at the same time, two public translators and a copy- 
ist to effect the copying I desired. 

lu general, there has been no lack of courtesy, or even amiable atten- 
tion, to many of my wishes on the part of the civil authorities of Batavia, 
from the resident of this city down to my jailor and turnkey ; but, on 
the other hand, all especial government functionaries and many military 
officeris manifest a most rabid virulence of feeling against me. 

The ignorance of Dutch military ofiicers in India is remarkable, and 
I believe is the cause of much of the aggravation of my situation. I 
have had copied two extracts from De Braun's and Storms's evidence, 
which you will find among accompanying papers, wherein one endeavors 
to establish my dangerous character by some statement that he says I 
inade to him about belonging to a society in America that had twelve 
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armed steam-frigates independent of goyernment» and the other mentions 
•about punishment of prisoners with irons in the United States^ On the 
subject of ignorance among official personages, I might continue to an 
indefinite length. In my cabin a pair of silver bullion epaulets were 
found with the word ** excelsior" on the buttons, and these, with my 
certificate of odd-fellowship, have given rise to a multitude of dare 
rumors and suspicions. There was no one here — not one American 
citizen-^who could, as a witness, explain away the perfect harmlessness 
of these things, and the commonness of them in the United States; 
that odd-fellowship was a mere benevolent association, and that such 
epaulets, of a multitude of difierent patterns and qualities, might be 
seen almost daily paraded in the streets of New York by harmless me- 
chanics, clerks, &c. 

My disposition to study languages of the archipelago, to draw and 
make maps in prison, and otherwise employ myself in my most conge- 
nial way, is the cause of especial suspicion to government, and has led 
to three " domiciliary visits'* to search my papers. Ignorance, gross 
ignorance, has been the entire cause of the aggravated importance of 
my baseless case. 

There is virtually no public press nor public opinion in Java. The 
small official organ, the "Courant," gives a meagre and garbled report 
of foreign news, and no local news. It is zealous in giving false views 
of the United States ; as, for instance, the letter of Chevalier Hiilsemann 
to Secretary Webster was inserted with a great deal of complacent re- 
mark about its being a masterpiece, without any allusion thereto or 
mention previous of the great letter of Daniel Webster. 

There is now only one American resident in Batavia, an old man, 
who has been here thirty-three years, and a burgher of the place; 
another, formerly partner in the only American house here, also a Dutch 
burgher, lives mostly in the country oa his plantaUon ; and a third, Mr. 
Reed, acting consul when here, is now in the United States. I know 
of no other American in Java. The American house of Paine, Strieker 
& Co., is composed entirely of Dutchmen, except Mr. Reed, absent. 
Now, I have alluded to this in order to explain how my case has mate- 
rially suffered for the want of a witness who could be competent au- 
thority in regard to matters pertaining to the United States. 

During the visit of the St. Mary's many dubious points might have 
heen explained away; but it was then supposed the case would be 
speedily brought to a conclusion; and Captam Magruder mentioned to 
me that he had every assurance that in two or three weeks the matter 
would be decided. The " abortive visit" of the St. Mary's, as it is 
termed, has been made the subject of a great deal of annoying comment; 
and I am well assured that stories have been assiduously spread among 
the native population of Batavia and Palembang, how that an American 
war-ship can>e to take the American captain out of prison, but had 
been ordered off by the "tuan-besaar," (governor-general.) This is 
puerile in one sense, but important in considering the Malay and other 
population of this archipelago. They have seen an American vessel 
seized in a peculijtrly ignominious manner ; they have seen an Ameri- 
can ship-of-war come with the apparent object of releasing that vessel ; 
and then they have seen that war-ship sent away without effecting its 
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>urpo6e, on account of the superior power of the Dutch. I merely 

jive a rough idea of the reasoning of numbers of natives who speas 

witii me. They Can see nothing but prominent facts, like children. 

Now, however trivial all this may seem, it will be well to consider tha| 

this archipelago contains about twenty-five millio^8 of inhabitants, of 

which a little less than half Eire fairly under the dominion of the Dutch; 

the great resources and wealth of these islands must continue to.be in- 

creasedly developed, and the people of America will find it to their 

interest to advance their commerce more and more iq these seas, when 

it will be important that their flag should carry as high a prestige a$ 

possible to the native mind ; since the navy of the United States is de^ 

clared in Congress to be too small to follow and protect its flag at all 

poiDts throughout the world. 

I do think that after the lapse of time that has taken place, and the 
manner of treating my case, that great injustice has been done to me ; 
and I beg to suggest the opinion, that in view of all procedures conr 
Dected with the seizure of the Flirt, leaving out all consideration^ 
with regard to my person, that it behooves the honor of the United States 
fla^ in these seas that one of her powerful steamships-of-war should 
visit Mintok and the river and roads of Palembang. 

At present, as regards th^ immediate action upon my case, it would 
be of the utmost importance that some United States officer were here, 
or official personage, who should be nothing more than a mere witness 

00 points previously stated ; this might be the excuse for his coming, at 
the same time that he could collect a thorough report of the case for thp 
government at Washington. 1 know that no foreign officer would be 
received in Java, unless he came accompanied with letters from the 
government of Holland acquiescing in his official communication with 
the government of Netherlands India. 

I pray for the presence of some official person, as above requested, 
however insignificant may be his station, who may be enabled to assist 
me as witness and counsel. If there were an American, if there were 
a consul here, I need not ask this ; but though nominally so, there is 
neither the one nor the other here. The American has forgotten bis 
country; and the consul j or rather* the commercial agent who bean that 
^me^ is a Dutchman^ and though a good enough hearteaman^ is a thoroughly f 
Umd non-committal merchant f who has not and who would not dare to take 
tkt dishtest prominent part in my behalf. This absence of recognised 
consular authority, as in other countries, has been, and is, a great draw- 
back in my case. When I have occasion to make a request for myself,, 
men, or vessel, or have other cause to address myself to the governr- 
ment or to the court of iustice, I must do so myself; must have my 
statement translated into Dutch, and transcribed upon stamped paper^. 
which I must purchase, or no attention is paid to my communication. 

1 have frequently alluded in previous communications (to Commodox^ 
Aulick, and lately to the Secretary of State at Washington) to this non- 
fecognition of consular authority in Netherlands India, and I trust that 
my misfortune may lead to the earnest consideration of this matter by 
our government. I know that in asking the presence of an officer of 
the United States, that it is a request which mav be beyond your con- 
trol, so far as to send such a person to Batavia; but I have wivUi^u^vsA 
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again urge the request, in the hope that possibly, you, sir, conjointly i 
with our commodore commanding the East India squadron, may agree 
to feel yourselves warranted to detach a vessel, or an officer from the 
squadron, or some gentleman known to the United States government, 
to be present here before the supreme court takes place. I have no 
apprenensions about the decision of the court of justice on the 14lh 
Feoruary next ; yet, as there will be present at the trial four residents 
and assistant residents, many high military officers, several native cbiefi, 
and a concourse and excitement at the Stad-huis, such as it is said 
probably was never before seen in Batavia, it may not be too much to 
say that the occasion will be one which will have a bearing upon the 
American name in these seas. 

If such a person as I request could come^ I do not expect that 
he could arrive here in time, unless he came by other conveyance than 
" land mail" steamer. I know that, if you are in China, I may oot 
even expect the honor of an answer to this by next mail ; so that on the 
occasion of bringing up my case before the supreme court, on about the 
SOthtiext month, I shall request, and they cannot refuse me, a delay of 
a few weeks more, sufficient time to enable me to hear from you, or 
to see some person by the mail that will arrive about the 5th March. 
In all cases, I trust that some war-vessel will be enabled to come, and 
that by the 14th February next. 

Herewith I have taken the liberty to send a traced outline of the 
residency of Palembang, and of territory extending to Bencoolen, from 
one of a series ol maps I have in my possession of the island of Sumatra^ 
You will observe that the town of Palembang is not more than about 
fifty mile^from the mouth of its river; and that the territory "Ampat 
Lawang,'^ the scat of the present petty war among certain independent 
hostile tribes, is about two hundred and fifty miles distant by the course 
of the river, requiring, on account of rapids, shoals, &c., a lapse of 
thirty-odd days before troops can reach the first military station, or 
bamboo block-house, at Tebing Tinggie. The place is not more than 
fifty miles distant from Bencoolen, so that when it is merely desired to 
send information to the seat of war from Batavia, it is always done 
through Bencoolen. I mention this merely to show that it would have 
been very absurd in me to have gone to Palembang to communicate 
with the people in insurrection, when Bencoolen was a much better 
and infinitely more convenient place for me to have gone to ; and a$ 
for Jambee, the chief locality in question, it is well known, distinctly^ 
stated in evidence, that it was utterly impossible for a small parly to 
' have reached the town or residence of the Sultan by the way the mat^ 
was going, who was stopped at a point marked with a cross (t) eight 
miles from Palembang. All the territory marked Kooboos was at that 
time completely under w^ater, and military officers have stated that it 
would have required six weeks for a company of five hundred men, witb 
all facilities for rafting, boating, &c., but utterly impossible for a party o^ 
five to have reached Jambee that way ; the true way to go thither, I 
well know, was to descend the main branch, Bangooassien, to Salar* 
river, and thus proceed the whole way by canoe to Jambee; this is in 
case of being at Palembang ; but none but a person grossly ignorant 
of localities, having neither map nor chart witn him, would dream of 
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ping up the Palembang river to communicate with the Jambee terri* 
ory, when its own river is a bold, deep stream, as navigable as the 
ibrmer. The Jambee river is distinctly laid out, with soundings marked 
m a Dutch chart of Straits of Doerian, which I purchased at Mintok. 

It cannot be proved^ by a particle of real evidence, that tfte Stdtan of Jambee 
acknowledges any vassalage to the Netherlands Indian government ; but^ an the 
contrary f he is a very determined old Mussulman, who ha^ stimmariiy hung 
mend Dutchmen caught unthin his limits. However, it is assumed as a prinr 
cipfe, that no native power in the Archipelago, not even Achen, nor any 
other, is wholly independent of European dominion, or rather of Dutch do- 
minion. Surely the Dutch, who claim so much, nay, all of these East 
India islands, and can control so little beyond Java and the Moluccas, 
should certainly be more strictly confined to the territory they can a^ctu- 
aUu take care qfhj those nations whose people have a great interest ii^ 
a free commerce with these islands. 

Whatever feeling I may express with regard to the Dutch military 
rale in India, it is widely different from my sentiments with regard to 
the Dutch people I have seen in Batavia. From a number of its citizens 
I have received personal courtesies and favors of a very gratifying nature, 
and I believe that there are few or none of them, not act uaSy in government 
employ, who have not denounced the unjust manner of treating my case; 
for, as to that pohit, the believers in my guilt or my innocence are all 
agreed; and are so not only with regard to the extraordinary protrac- 
tion of the case, but from the fact of making prosecutors and active 
participants, who were paid spies and Mahommetans, sdl witnesses. 

The testimony of a Mussulman is, according to law here, to be re- 
ceived with much precaution, and never as fuUy competent evidence; 
yet this is the only evidence as to facts in my case. 

The mate, Mr. Graham, has somewhat unfortunately indulged in 
making many [entries] in a private journal expressive of a very ad- 
venturous disposition, and of some decided bad feeling against thei 
Dutch ; which journal, along with some exceedingly compromisbg 
notes, have fallen into the hands of the authorities. The prosecution 
makes a great point out of this writing of the mate's, and will not 
permit my case to be made out separate fi*om his, although it is evi- 
aent, from circumstances and testimony, that he was discharged fix>m 
the vessel when he left me, and was accompanied by a sailor who had 
tried to run away from the vessel at Mintok, and wno appealed to the 
authorities at Palembang to be discharged from my employ and was 
tefused. It is fully established that, according to the state of feeling 
then on board the Flirt, I selected the two men for this supposed mis- 
lioQ to Jambee who harmonized the least with me. 

The case is, in fine, overwhelmingly in my favor ; it affords no real 
material for a prosecution ; and the charge of *'high treason" is, in this 
instance, an absurdity. 

January 28, 1853. — Herewith please to receive list of 22 copies of 
documents, which have been forwarded to you, care of United States 
coQSulate at Singapore ; also, traced copies of residency and river Pa- 
lembang, three sheets of statement with regard to testimony in my case» 
and copy of a letter of the mate of the Furt. 
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On account of its being withheld, or more probably an oversight, I have 
not, as requested, received a fac*simileof Malay letter* in Arabic char- 
acter; also, copies in our own character with Malay, and with it the 
English translation. I hope to be able to send it by the Chusan in 
a few days. I desire that you may have a thorough analysis of thai 
production. Meanwhile I send you now a copy of the translation of 
that letter, which was given to me by Captain Magruder, and obtained 
by him from this government. I believe it to be a tolerable fair traii»- 
ladtion, from all I can learn. 

Besides the request to see some United States officer, if possible and 
compatible, I need hardly say that I beg of you to transmit all your 
knowledge of mv case to the Executive of the United States. I pre- 
sume, from your Kind assurances, that I may hope that this will be done 
by you as early and as energetically as possible, with such comment 
as may ensure the speediest possible attention to the unforttmate case of 
Yours, very respectfully, 

WALTER M.GIBSON, 
Late owner and commander of the Flirt. 

Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

United States Commissioner to China^ Sfc.y t^c* 



aMlLysis of testimony or 81'atement of individuals capable op 

aiVmO EVIDENCE IN CASE Of' THE i^LIRT, JANUARY 83, 1853. 

(1.) Lieutenant Colonel C. A. De Brdun, Resident and Military Cowr 
mandant of Residency of Palembang. 

I)e Braon, as resUjent of IV About foriv vears of age : has always beeB 
lemlianff, bad Mr. G. arrasted j • "^ 'i*^ r • c *l^ 

andienttoBatavia^attheiame engaged m military profession; now for the 
ttmewridDgtogoTenioTgeDeral first time exercises civil functions combined 
tiaxh^iudged his conduct worthy with military ; owes his position to family port- 
:L^Ue ty::^:::1SZ ^y? fatberwa8ageneral.8ixothersofhUlkarily 
ease. occupying high posts in Netherlands India ; ex* 

tremely ignorant for a man of his position with 

r^ard to general knowledge; insincere and 

unscrupuloue. 

▲jipears in person 14th Feb- This witness made two visits on board the 

njag^ 1863. before court of ^Vixi, one time to dinner, and Mr. Qibaon 

was invited to dinner at his house; subse* 
quently met twice at "Harmony," and had 
two intei-views together when Mr. Gibson was 
in prison at Palembang. The most of their 
conversation was when in company, convivi- 
ally. De Braun has been within a few years 
married to a very pretty young lady, of not a 
peculiarly strong mind. She received the at- 
tentions of one Major Blommestein in so 
marked a manner as to be a cause of much 
annoyance to her husband, and a eood deal of 
gossip among the garrison of Palembang. This 

*Xh2f document is most important, and I suspect strongly was not called lor. 
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Major Blotnmestein ^ had a private interview 
with Mr. Gibgon, in order to solicit the po»- 
eession of a very curious and valuable Mexi- 
can "serape," owned by the latter, to which 
article Madame De Braun had taken a great 
fancy; upon which Mr. Gibson made the oflfer 
of the article on his own part. This inter- 
view, and subsequent ofler of the serape, was 
known to have very much irritated De Braun/ 
and caused him to entertain a manifest bitter- 
ness against Mr. Gibson; spoke in French 
with De Braun. 

^ F J. P. Storm Van S' Gravemtde^ Assistant Resident of Pa- 
Umbang. 

in peraoii before About thirty-five years of age ; a mulatto, 
son of General Storm S'Gravesande and an 
African negress at Suriname ; he is about as 
black as many full-blooded Africans ; of no 
capacity hardly for his office but the influence 
of his lather. * The mere tool and toady of 
the Braun. * 

On the occasion of a certain dinner at the 
house of resident, Mr. Gibson made some 
remark (meant to be private) about the con- 
trast that this Storm exhibited with a young 
European lady of very fair complexion. Mr. 
Gibson probably gave utterance to too much 
of his American prejudice on the occasion, all 
of which came to the ears of Storm. 

Mr. Gibson was warned to beware of the 
malice of Storm in consequence ; always 
spoke in French with Storm. 

Lieutenant L* NichoUonf commanding gun-brig Pylades. 

in pcnon^ before Forty-eight years of age ; SOU of Scotchman ; 
been twenly-five years m the Dutch service ; 
has been of very dissipated habits, which has 
prevented his rising above rank of lieutenant, 
and has now (1853) received a discharge from 
the service. 

On first arrival of Flirt at Palembang, 
Nicholson showed a great deal: of attention to 
Mr. Gibson ; allowed latter to look over cer- 
tain private maps and charts of the interior 
of Sumatra, and of the river Palembang; 
was reprimanded for this, and it became a 
source of annoyance to him. 
In the course of examina\ion& betoi^ y^A^^ 
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' commissary at BaJavia, it has been elicited 
that Nicholson made great exertions to get 
possession of a certain very pretty Arab and 
Malay girl, called Tahdelah, a protege of Ka- 
rango Mohammed^ I he chief of police at Palem- 
bang, which person had been shown to Mr. 
Gibson with a view to induce him to purchase 
her possession ; it was known that the boat- 
swam and two of the men of the Pylades were 
sent by Nicholson to spy around G.'s vessel; 
hence it was evident that there were causes for 
excitiiig Nicholson to the brutality he exhibited 
on the occurrence of the arrest of Mr. Gibson. 
Nicholson is a gross, sensual old man. 

(4.) William Vatberg, master o/Balinese barque Jane, 

Has not hem and is not to be About thirty years of age, a half-breed, and 
£;fr&':!r^«rai,.?M «« ignorant, common mau. When Mr Gib- 
could more conveniently come Son amved at Mmtok, this Valoerg was the only 
than ^itnesseB from Palembaig. person there with whom he could converse in 

an^nn^trrn^in^t^ um EngHA. Hc was trausportiug some troops 
go on the ejtpedition to Jam- P ^ n i t ^mu * 

bee. and five oflacers to Palembang. The acquaint- 

anceship with these officers smd Valberg were 
the main cause of the Flirt ^ing to Palem- 
' banff. Captain Valberg furnished the mat^ 

of the Flirt with the firearms and ammu-- 
nition he took with him on his expedition. 

Smithj mate of the Maimanen. 
Will not appear before the An Englishman, 35 years ot age. In com— 

court ; .aid to be in government ^^ ^j^^ ^^^^ ^f ^j^^ py^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ 

service. * y 

casions. 

(5.) Van Steenderenj under adjutant. 

Will not appear before the A young man, Very dissipated ; almost con- 
conrt WrUtenemdcna^ohtau^ tiuually intoxicatcd ; the particular friend of 

by tht prosuHtton, January 25. ^ . , -^ ,r o. 1 i 1 ^ \ t 1 

IpfonnaMon arrived of the tUatk Smith. V. S. had been to the Jambee coun- 
of this witness. try, and had given to the mate of the FlirC 

bis ideas about that place. 

(6.) Daniel Fisher^ harbor-masttr at Palembang. 

Will not appear before the About forty years of age, "country" born, 
oourtontheUthFebmaiy. An j^^ f English merchant at Padang. 

miportant witness for the ae/oiee. .,>-., ° « 1 • 1 • 

Written etidcnce obtained by the Mr. Gibson was very fi-ecjuently in his com- 
prosecution. pany, and Mr. F. took a lively interest in as- 

sisting Mr. G. with information, suggestions, 
., . &c. Mr. Fisher sohcited some freight for the 

Flitt at Palembang. 
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(7.) Petnu Kamp, harbor-master at Mintok, or Minton. 

Witt net appaar btfon the About thirty years of aire ; proved a remote 

X«*«^'^^'"'* """ relationship with Mr. Gihson, between their 

January 26.— Have been noti- ancestors four or five generations back in Eu- 

fied that this witnett will be rope. Mr. G. spent some time at the house 

.summoned aa requ«rted^byme. ^f Mr. Kamp. 

(8,) Dr. de Moay'i at MirUok. 

Left for Europe. A pensioned surgeon of the army in Nether- 

land^ India ; mani^sted a lively interest in Mr. 
Gibson, and invited him to his house fi*equently 
during his stay at Mintok. 
f Major Van Blommeslein, 
Drowned at Palembang, Feb- Captain Van Ochse^, 
mi7 20. 1852. Theae certainly < Captain Kress, 

iodd have been important wit- ( Lieutenant Doelman, 

neuetinthia eaae. ^y^^^ ;y^ j^ q^^^^^ ^j five Other officers. 

Of the above individuals. Major Blommes- 
• tein and Mr. de Groet were very much in 
the society of Mr. Gibson whilst at Palem- 
bang. 

Mr. G. had accounts and business with Mr. 
De Groet- Maj. Van Blommestein was the 
only officer at Palembang who always spoke 
with Mr. Gibson in English. 

(9.) Captain of war-schooner Niobe. 

On public ieiTice and cannot Who Witnessed the Flirt putting into 
i|»pear, and yet a goTernoent Mintok road on account of Stress of weather, 
ttaamer can be sent for a Malay , «!• i. i • it i ^ j ^i_ 
•errant witness. the Niobe bemg obliged to do the same. 

(10.) Madame Barthold. 

Defendant as well as proseca- A pretty young widow on board of a cutter 
tiondecUiiedcalUngthU witness pleasure trip, coming into Mintok roads 

laio court. . , K «,. ^ ,r J Tfc ^ . ^ 

With the FhrL Mad. B. was a promment cause 

of Mr. Gibson's stay at Mintok. 

(11.) Captain C. A. Nanman^ commanding a surveying expedition. 

Will not appear before court ; Showed to Mr. Gibson maps of government 

i^tt^ evidence taken by pros- g^rveys of Sumatra, on accotmt of which he 

January 26,— Learn that this was put under arrest for seven days ; known to 

witness is to be summoned. be bitterly hostile to De Braun ; spoke much of 

W. M. G. ^jjg Bfaun's shameful kidnapping and sending 

to Batavia a certain Malay chief, called the 

" Ferdano Mantie." This abduction is said 

to be the immediate cause of lUe ^x^^eoX^^i 
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in the "Ampat Lawang/' as the F. M. was 
much beloved by natives, and simply removed 
on account of being a nian of too much in: 
fluence for a native. 

(12.) Crew of the Flirts 

An of tke crew who were These* eight in number, were at first im- 

RTte^^^r^Sl^u! !?"«>"«''' ^"l' commander and mate, until 
8.ooii«iilatBataTia,iett]ngforth liberated, 30th April, 1851. After liberation 
tbe circumstances which com- from prison, they were obliged to remain oe 
SSS*m^e''of'TeS.°"o^ boar/guard-ship. Every one was more o, 
their commander and vessel. less times at the hospital; they expressed 

every willingness to stay at Batavia and assist 
Mr. G. with their testimony, but after months 
of waiting, and being worn out with sickness, 
they felt compelled to go to save their lives, 
excepting Henry Jones and Antoine Pirch. 

(13.) Henry Jones. . 

Now at Singapore. A young man from Sag Harbor, L. I., 

acting as seqond mate on board the Flirt. 

(14.) Antoine Pirch* 

A prisoner at Batavia at one A Brazilian lad, acting as cabin-boy ; had 

l.^L^rf'^i!'"'' '^ *^ better opportunity than any one else to ob- 
pear oeiore court. * *^ -^ ^ -^ , , , , 

serve movements of commander on board ; has 
been, and now is, (January 25, 1853,) in con- 
finement with an allowance of twenty doits 
(6 cents United States,) for his living. 

(15.) Bahdoo Bachman. 

At large in Bauvia; known A Malay, about thirty-five years of age, 
S!!^LTL![rhSnr^.^^ given to Mr. Gibson as servant by secre^^arj 

of course appears before court, o Tkii •■i"^i i 

**8uue'$etndeii€e." • of resident at Palembang; said to have becE 

a private servant picked up, but proved to be 
one of the police of government; had beer 
eight years an "opaz" private police of Dc 
Braun. 

Bahdoo dictated the Malay letter writter 
by Kiagous Lanang, and accompanied the mate 
on the supposed journey to Jambee, but pre- 
viously, nine hours in advance, giving notice tc 
the authorities of their intended departure. 
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(16.) Moonchwa, or ♦• Monl/oe." 

At Urge in Bateiia; reeeive* A Malay, about thirty-eight years of aae, 
^tLnrr^' «JJ!^! Z ^^ c«™™de of Bahdoo. The latter brought 
k ce." him forward as an old friend, met with by ac- 

cident at Palembang, whilst he was actually 
one of the private police of Dc Braun ; Bah- 
doo recommended M. to the mate of the Flirt 
to assist in going to Jambee. 

(17.) Kiagous Lanang. 

At large in Batavia; receivea A Malay of high race, about twenty-five 
Krf^ST""'^, J3i^ years of age, well versed in Malay literature, 
iauy and recommended to Mr. Gibson by Major 

Van Blommestein and Mr. De Groet as an ex- 
cellent instructor in the Malay language. Ilis 
brother, Teenodeen Kiagous, is in the employ 
of government at Sahat. Kiagous Lanang 
wanted to leave Palembang m the Flirt, 
but having a debt of about one hundred and 
fifty florins due to the Toomonggoong, or 
chief ot police, he was forced to abandon his 
idea of going away, since Mr. Gibson did not 
want to advance tne amount of debt. 

(18.) Kiang Kerta Negara^ or Toomonggoong* 

TlTLwr'J^r^^T^' ^^^' during Mr. Gibson's stay at Palem- 
b iUve**wc^n^ht"rend^? ^^^ng, frequent intercourse with him, till after 
kimao uMeemly witnesa in the his proposition to sell a certain pretty slave of 
eitt of the public. his, (the Toomonggoong' 3,) called Sahdear, 

to Mr. Gibson, when the latter expressed him- 
self indignantly, that so old a man as the Too- 
monggoong, and one in his position, should 
engage in such traffic. As Mr. Gibson spoke 
frequently about the tyranny and sordid bru- 
tality of the Toomonggoong to several na- 
tives of distinction at Palembang, it is very 
reasonable to suppose that the Toomong- 
goong mi^ht be inspired with a spirit of re- 
venge agajDSt Mr. Gibson. 

(19.) Demang Sahpeedin* 

Wffl appear before court. Was the patron of Kiagous Lanang; the 

latter lived at his house, and his occupation 
was to recite pantons or Malay verses during 
the repasts of the Demang. This witness is 
a pensioner of the Netherlands India govern- 
ment. 
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(20.) Pangorang Sherieff, Alt Ben Salah. 

A wI^°L*IS«' im^oKrt^'r^ ^^^^ °^ ^^^ ^"^^^ *^ Palembang. Mr. 
Oe^Duteh g^^^J^loMempt Gibson visited his house several times, the 
to bnmgMtmcM (two) from Pa- former always sending his state prow for Yam. 
'^"*' », V an. , Scharrieff Ali assisted the English to take Pa- 

h.f'3rS rtat^^Iira^ lemban^ under Colonel Gillespie. The Pan- 
jM2 ^e summoned. gorang is about seventy-five years of age, is 

highly reverenced by the Arabs, who are 
about three thousand strong at Palembang. 

(21.) Pangorang Osmin Bin Kassin. 

The Dutch government will An Arab chief of considerable wealth; the 
::V"~rp^emZ'g*!loZ" o^ner of the « main vourse," of which Smilk 
than the chief Ali. . was mate or chiel navigator. Pangorang Os- 

min is known to be a powerful enemy against 
the Dutch. Mr. Gibson was invited by hiia 
to visit the mosaue of Palembang ; in beings 
invited to the wedding of a son and daughter — 
both taking place at the same time. The 
Pangorang, on this occasion, hoisted the Ameri- 
can flag, along with the red Arab flag, above 
his house ; be put aside all the prejudices and 
formalities of a Mussulman on the occasion of* 
Mr. Gibson's visit. 

(22.) Master of a house where a certain Chinese wedding wa^ held-^can"' 

not give name.) 

Is not to appear before the This witness could testify to the peculiar 
rrJ^/,^tnr,'forlfe;d^^- nature of the drugged kindol punch which he 

tumished to his guests. It is well known that 
the Chinese use themselves, and offer to their 
company, various stimulants to excite the sen- 
sual emotions. 

Soch Tchay. 

jMm^i to appear before the ^ Chinese trader, of whom Mr. Gibson pur- 

January 27. This witness will chased many things for his vessel. Soch Tchay 

be summoned to appear. ^as at the wedding on the evening of the 4th 

February, 1852. 

(23.) Mr. de Tries. 

Will appearhefore the court, About thirty years of age ; a half-breed; 
the private secretary, or rather clerk, of Mr. 
Storm, the assistant resident of Palembang. 



U. Doc. 12a. 45 

(24.) Mr. H. F. Barrell. 

IiBot to be called before the An American resident in Batavia, sixty- 
^5*"^ seven years of age. He had an opportunity 

of seeing the witness Bahdoo Rachman fre- 
quently, as the latter was employed in a house 
immediately opposite Mr- Barrell. 

(25.) Mr. D* F. Scknaapy resident ofBanca. 

WiUeypear before the court. This person is known to have strong preju- 
dices against Americans. When Mr. (jibson 
was at nis house in Mintok, he,' Schnaap, took 
particular pleasure #n dwelling upon the fact 
of the hanging of Colonel Crittenden and other 
Americans at Havana. Mr. G. had not more 
than a couple of hours' conversation on two 
occasions with this witness. 

(2^,) Johannes H. Mentz; (27,) Sien Booseng; (28,) Bois ; (29,) Orison 
Chuffs; (30,) James Long; (31,) Kaivoen; {32 j) Jane Valberg. 

These seven will not appear. These last seven witnesses are unimportant, 
having little or nothing to say in the case. 

(33 and 34.) Bastean Andeweg and H. R. Van Keechkeva, 
The two last not required far- The two experts j principal and assistant in a 

boierjf;:iX'rSoS P"b''« «^^°°^' ^^l^^'^d ^y government 

"eiperta." 

It will be observed, by corrections of facts, &c., that 1 have received 
various additional information, after first writing out this "statement," 
&c.: • 

Prjsoii or WELTERVRtDEN, Palbmbang, Fehruury 5, 1852. 

Batamay January 18, 1853. tx 01 * /« • 1 /• 

T1.S. ««*^ ».- «^ff^., -i»^,^w Dear Sir : After getung twelve or four- 
Ihis note was wntteu sbortly .. _. jji_ ivi_ 

•fter Graham's arrest, a«« stated, teen miles, 1 was arrested and brought back, 

and was delivered unsealed into The boats were SO close down upon US, that I 

^e hands of assistant-resident ^ad only time to conceal the letter in my sodc 

Storm, whose prisoner he was, , r l • 1 i ^ 1 "^ • 1 

•nd who was also known as the before bemg brought here; was questioned 

prosecuting officer of justice of by resident; captain of gun-brig sent for, and 

Pslembang. This letter of the j s^^s searched. They say I shall be kept 

mate is the one shown to Cap- 1 1 . ''i ^1 •' i r f 

tain Magruder,ofthe St. Mary's, h^re close pnsoner unul the departure of the 

Of hamng been intercepted, schooncr, and you will probably have to go 

which he at the time, without under surveillance to Batavia. I will be sent 

iddiQonal knowledge of facts, • . • mi • t 1. 

considered as the most oomprol ma Steamer. They say I can have my 
mising feature in my case. I things; some of them I don't care about ; but I 
have dec^red to the court of jus. wish my private journal, &c., &c^ sent or de- 
Sl wM^wi^L by f^ st'-oyed. As the resident has the letter, I think 
so to write to me ; and from the y ou had better leave at once. Neither you nor 
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miDner in which it was done, I I knew that the Prince of Janlbee and others 
^•pI'tol^iU^TpotSiot ^ere dependent on the Dutch; of course, it 
by ettabliahing a complicity on alters the State of aSairs to find that they are 
my part (vrtiich wa« not the pensioners. If we meet again — as I hope we 
^tt^eS^p'lS^tTJl! «ll^l-I ^ give you an account of the scene 
l^oe. of capture. 

WALTER M. GIBSON. Yours, &C., 

CHARLES M. GRAHAM. 
Captain Gibson. 



Many complioients and sisilutations from me, Captain Walter Gibson, 
inhabitant of America, who am brought by the favor of Heaven to the 
Sultan of Jambee. • 

I inform you that my first oflScer and three followers will appear 
before you, Sultan, as it is my purpose to be on good terms with you; 
I am able to assist you, Sultan, in all your wishes, as the American 
government has abundance of powder, shot, muskets, and blunder- 
busses (lellas.). I can help to make all the Malays free, or comfortable 
(iii French a sur ais^,) for I do not like the Dutchmen. You, Sultan, shall 
be able to give good and firm orders to all the Malays. You shall be 
as with me. Sultan. I wish also to know the road between Jambee 
and Palembang, and the distance. I can assist in making everything 
right. I desire that all the Malays should be governed as in former 
times. In one month I can be at the mouth of the Jambee river. The 
Sultan can agree with my first officer what is best, for the American 
government has plenty of steamers and ships-of*-war ; there are plenty 
of both. You need not feel uneasy. Sultan ; the whole upper districts 
of Jambee and Palembang I will put in good order. If Jt is possible, 
all Dutchmen must be killed. In a few days I can be with you and 
take possession of this empire. 

WALTER BEN. GIBSON, 
Commandante schooner American Flirt. 

In Arabic, •* Commander American schooner-of-war Flirt." 

In the original letter it is signed, in Roman scripture, " Walter Ben. 

Gibson." 

The signature in Arabic script is rendered thus: *^ Walter Anak 

Gibson." 



Li^t of documents accompanying my communication to the Hon, Humphrey 
Marshall^ United Stages Commissioner to China^ Sft-.^ ^., of date 2'2d ana 
28lh December, 1853 : 

Shipping sgrticles of Flirt. 
Bill of sale of Flirt.. 
Discharge of master at Cape de Verde. 
Policy of insurance in harbor of New York. 
List of crew leaving Pernambuco, and statement with regard to 
Flirt's going to assist a wrecked vessd oS Ca^ ^v.'Rkw^^* 



2 


1. 


1 


2. 


7 


3. 


4 


4. 


9 


S. 
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6 6. Consults bill at New York. 

6 7. Clearance from New York. 

8 8. Custom-house (alfandeza) charges at Porto Praya. 

2 9. Register, with statement aflSxed, of change of master, see) 
No. 6.) 

16 10. Endorsement of " Odd-fellow" papers. 

17 11. Odd-fellow travelling ticket — American Institute. 

14 12. Extracts from my journal on entering Mintok roads. 

10 13. Clearance from Mintok, or Minton. 

11 14. Resident de Braun's letter to governor-generaL 

12 16. Extract from de Braun's evidence. 

13 16. Extract from Storm's evidence. 

15 17. Endorsement on papers voluntarily sent to governor-general. 
This list of papers bemg put together without xdv presence, are not 

in their proper order; so I hav^e placed a column oi figures to show the 
order required. There are a number of other minor papers — some 
seven more — emanating from authorities at Maceio and Pernambuco, 
as is customary at Brazilian ports, besides others from New York, such 
as bill of healtn, " Guarda mer" certificates, &c., which 1 did not deem 
essential, but may send by the Chusan, expected at Batavia in a few 
days. WALTER M. GIBSON. 

The following law papers not having been received till within a few 
hours of closing of the mail, there was no opportunity for obtaining the 
endorsement of the resident ; which, however, I presumed not to be 
necessary for their legalization. The consular certificate of this place 
being sufficient, I obtamed the residency certificate on the Flirt's papers, 
especially since they are by law held by the resident in Dutcn East 
Indian ports: 

No. 18. Preliminary or " provisional" arrest,. February 16, 1862. 

No. 19. Refusal of court of justice to ratify arrest, February 21, 1852. 

No. 20. Re-arrest by judge-commissary, February 23, 1852. 

No. 21. Decree of supreme cowrt, 2d September, 1862, refusing to 
ratify sentence of liberation of low court, August 25, 1852. 

No. 22. Decree of supreme court, 30th December, 1852, refusing to 
ratify sentence- of liberation of court of justice, (low court,) 22d De- 
cember, 1852. 

This decree contains "act of accusation^" There is a separate "act 
of accusation," but it is^ merely a copy of what is found in the above 
decree of low court. 

WALTER M. GIBSON, 

Wehcrvreden Priivny Batavia. 



Consulate for the United States of Ambrica, 

FOR THE ISLAND OF JaVA. 

I, the undersigned, acting consul for the United States of America for 
Java, hereby declare that the signatures of John Parker, government 
sworn translator for this city, and the signatures of the secretary of 
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Batavia, Pieter Severier, are, in my opinion, just and true, and deserv- 
ing full faith and credit. 

In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto subscribed my name 
and aflBxed the seal of my oflice, at Batavia, this twenty- 
seventh day of January, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three. 

E. W. CRAMERUS, Acting Consyl. 



[seal.] 



Acts of the Congress of the United States of America for the government of 

merchants^ seamen^ ^. 

[Omitted.] 

We, the undersigned, late mariners on board the American schooner 
Flirt, of New York, on her late voyage, described on the other side, do 
hereby, each one for ourselves, with our signatures, acknowledge to have 
received of Captain W. M. Gibson, owner of the said schooner, the full 
sum hereunder set, agreement our names, being in full amount of our 
wages for our services, and all demands for assaults and batteries, or 
imprisonment, &c.. Sec, to the date hereunder set against our names. 



Nameg. 


Ajnount 


Amount in 
writing. 


Place li date. 


Payment. 


Signatures and seals. 


Witness tosif. 
nature. 


JoaAMatthewB 


910 

8 
10 


Ten dollan. 
Etffht dolls. . 


Pernambuco. 
do 




Jofl6 Matthews, + his 

nark 

Lucamo, -f- his mark. . . 
Silvester. 4- his mark.. 




Locarno* • ••.. 




J. Wright Gordoi. 
J. Wright GorAMi. 


BUvester. 


Ten dollan. 


. .. .do , 















British Vice Consulate, Maceio, 

September, 1861. 
I hereby certify, that the master, immediately upon his arrival here, 
reported that John McCauUy, Gabriel Gracis, and Daniel Ulase, de- 
serted at New' York and Cape Verde, together with Thomas Davis 
and John Williams — the latter at Block island. 

I likewise certity, that Jacob Hoffman is detained by police au- 
thorities. 

I hereby certify, that Charles Graham was shipped at this port, aS 
second mate, with my sanction. 

JAMES BURNET, 

Vice Consul. 

I further certify, that Jose Matthews, Silvester, ^nd Lucarno, three 
Brazilian marines, have been engaged, at the rate of $20 each, as sea- 
men, to Pernjimbuco, and to be there discharged. 

JAMES BURNET, 

Vice Consul 

I further certify, that there is no United States consulate in this 
province. 

JAMES BURNET, 

Vice Consul. 
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For a true copy. 

Batavia, January 26, 1863. 
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JOHN PARKER, 

The Swam Translator. 



Gezeen von legilisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John Par- 
er, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. [seal.] 



froteMMtM granUdj 

t9ok, Petdz, ^ Chiny 
New York, 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 



It is agreed between the master and seamen or mari- 
ners of the schooner Flirty of New York^ whereof £. C 
T(mm$end is at present master, or whoever shall go master, now bound 
from the port of New York to one or more ports in South Ambriqa 
and East Indies. 



Due or 
emiy. 


Names. 


StaUons. 


Birth-place. 


i 


1 


ii 


II 






Edward CTownflend.... 
John McCarthy 


Captain. 

MiteV 

Hand It cook 

Seaman 

....do 

....do 


New York 

Spain 


30 
30 
83 
tf7 
91 
94 
90 
19 
93 
93 
39 
95 


5 7 
5 7 
5 8 
5 10 
5 7 
5 7 

5 7 

6 6 
6 8 
5 8 
5 7 


13 
13 
13 
13 
11 
11 
13 
» 
18 
£4 

#13 

13 
13 
13 
15 
13 
13 

13 


$30 00 
90 00 
15 00 
15 00 
15 00 

15 00 
13 00 
13 00 

16 00 
10 00 
£3 9 

16 50 

6 50 
500 
15 00 






Gabriel E. Grades 

I>nnH niatf* 






Mauie 






Jacob Hoffman 

Thomas Davis 


New Jersey.... 

Virginia 

New York 

do ........ 






John WiJHams 


....do 






Henry Jones. 


....do 


13 50 


MiylO 


John Reynolds 

Bnstatio Gomes 


....do 

....do. 


Virginia 

Brazilian 

New York 

New Orleans... 
Scotland 




Ws5 


Edward Rogers 


1st mate 

Sdmate 

9dmate 

SfAman 




-J 


Cbas. Canitt 

Chas. Murray Graham. .. . 
Dominico Benteler, + bi* 

Ori«m'aiaffii;''+*wi* 
mark 






,,, ^ 




9 mil reis. 




Manoel Antonio de SUva. 
William David 


....do 

....do. 








Jos«EdoardoCastilla... 
James I veny 


Carpenter . . . 








Seaman 

,.,.do... 


(A. B) 




S 


Jos^ Maooel Teixera. .... 






Joaquim Antonio, -f his 
lauk 


,,..do 




9 mil reis. 













Custom-house New York, 

Collector's Office* 

I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original 
articles of the schooner Flirt on record in my office. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, this 10th day ot May, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 

C. P. CLINCH, Collector, [seal.] 
WM. POOLE, 

Notary Public^ 
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For regiistered vessels. 



JOHN A. BOGART, 
CusUm-hmue Broker^ No. 26 Pine $treet. 



To all to whom then presents shall come, greeting : 

Know ye, that we, James Gadsen, James F. Edwards, and Richard 
Screven, of Charleston, State of South Carolina, sole owners of the 
schooner or vessel called the Flirt, of Charleston, South Carolina, of 
the burden of 1689-5 tons, or thereabouts, for and in consideration of 
the three thousand five hundred dollars, lawful money of the United 
States of America, to us in hand paid, before the sealing and delivery 
of these presents, by Walter M. Gibson, of the city and county of New 
York, the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, and are there- 
with fully satisfied, contented, and paid, have barffained and sold, and 
by these presents do bargain and sell, unto the said Walter M. Gibson, 
his executors, administrators, or assigns, the whole of the said schooner 
or vessel, together with all and singular the masts, bowsprit, sails, 
boats, anchors, cables, and all other necessaries thereunto appertaining 
and belonging. The certificate of the register of which said schooner 
or vessel is as follows, to wit: 

No. 1 In pursuance of an act of Congress of the United States of 
America, entitled " An act concerning the registering and recording of 
ships or vessels :" 

James Gadsen, of the city of Charleston, State of South Carolina, 
having taken or subscribed the oath required by the said act, and having 
sworn that he, together with James Edwards and Richard Screven, 
trading together under the name and firm of James Gadsen & Co., are 
the only owners of the ship or vessel called the Flirt, of Charleston, South 
Carolina, whereof Richard F. Gough is at present master, and is a citi- 
zen of the United States, and that the said ship or vessel was built in 
Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, in the year 1839, which vessel 
lately belonged to the navy of the United States, and was sold by order 
of the Navy Department; and William Y. Leitch, surveyor of this dis- 
trict, having certified that the said ship or vessel has a poop-deck and 
two masts, and that her length is mnety-three feet ten mches, her 
breadth twenty-three feet ten inches, her depth seven feet ten inches, 
and that she measures 153^ tons, and that she is a schooner, has a 
square stern, and a billet-head ; and the said James Gadsen having 
agreed to the description and admeasurement above specified, and 
sufficient security having been given according to the said act, the said 
schooner has been duly registered at the port of Charleston. 1 

Given under our hands and seals, at the port of Charleston, South | 
Carolina, this seventh daj' of January, in the year 1861. 

To have and to hold the said schooner Flirt, vessel, and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging, unto him, the said Walter M. Gibson, his 
executors, administrators, or assigns, to the sole and only use, benefiti 
and behoof of hina, the said Walter M. Qibson, his executors, adminis- 
trators, and assigns forever; and we, the said James Gadsen, James 
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Edwards, and Richard Screven, have, and by these presents do promise, 
x)venant, and agree, for themselves, their heirs, executors, ana admin- 
istrators, to and with the said Walter M. Gibson, his heirs, executors, 
md assigns, to warrant and defend the said schooner Flirt, vessel, and 
3dl the other before-mentioned appurtenances, against all ond every 
person and persons whomsoever. 

In testimony whereof, the said James Gadsen, James Edwards, and 
Richard Screven, have hereunto set their hands and seals, this seventh 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 

JAMES GADSEN, 

By his attorney. 
JAMES T. EDWARDS, 

By his attorney* 
RICHARD SCREVEN, 

By his attorney. 
J. L. SMALLWOOD. 

Sealed and delivered in presence of— 
John Augt. Bryant. 

City, county, and State of New York, ss: 

Personally appeared before me Joseph L. Smallwood, and acknow- 
ledged the within bill of sale to be his free act and bond. 

fi testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of office, 
this 7th day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one. 

HENRY CAMSDEN, 

Notary Public. 

On the foregoing bill of sale is endorsed, as certified by John Parker, 
sworn translator at Batavia, who signs the present as a true copy olF 
the original : 

BiU of salt from James Oadsen and others to Walter W. Gibson^ schooner' 

Flirt. 

Custom-house, New York, 

AprU 17, 1861. 

Received for record at twenty-five minutes past one p. m., and re»- 
corded in book of B. S- of R, V. No. 2, page 80. 

G. RUSSELL, Clerk. 
EHNINGER, 

Deputy Collector. 

For a true copy. JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator. 
Batavia, January 24, 1863. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von Johm 
Parker, geswaren translaleur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secietaina. 
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United States Consulate, 

Cape de Verde Iskaids. 

I, Wm. H. Morse, United States consular agent for the Cape de 
Verde islands, do hereby certify, that Edward C. Townsend, accord- 
ing to his own writing, bias been discharged of the duties of master of 
the schooner Flirt, and in his place is at present master of the said 
schooner Flirt Jacob H. Hofiiiian, a citizen of the United States of 
America. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, Porto Praya, St. Jago, July 
22, 1861. 

L. V. DE SILVA, for 
W. H. MORSE, 
U. S. Consular Agents Cape de Verde Islands* 

For true copy. JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator. 
Batayia, January 23, 1853. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening, von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



Memorandum of a policy of insurance against fire by the Union Mutual br 
surance Company. Office, No. 68 Wall street, New York. 

In which policy of insurance it is witnessed, that in consideration 
of the sum oi ten dollars, is insured against loss or damage by fire, in 
behalf of Waller W. Gibson, on the schooner Flirt while lying in the 
port of New York. 

$6,000 one month — at ^ — $10, the insurance being from 8th April 
to 8th May, 1868. 

Dated New York, April 8, 1861. 

JOHN FALCONER, President. 

FERDINAND STAGG, Secretary. 

The above memorandum taken from the original policy of insurance 
6y the sworn translator. 

JOHN PARKER. 
Batavia, January 24, 1863. 
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COXSULADO DOS ESTADOS UnIDOS EN PeRNAMBUCO. 

Declara que escuna Americana Flirt, que segue viagem para porta de 
*Maracagou," le porta de Rio Grande de Narte^ e que este navio vai la 
ifin de ver se pode ajudar a salvar hem carregamento de farbinha de hu- 
ma barca de m^me na9a6, que se^uia para Rio de Janiero, e na passager 
da quella altara, e por este motivo he que a escuma vai aquelle porto 
para ajuda aso correr o navio de sun na9a6 e de mesma caza. 



No. 



Nomes. 




Occupa^aS. 



Walter M. Gibson 

Eduardo Rogers 

Charles Graham 

Henry Jones 

Jos^ Eduardo Castillo 

Jo^io S. da Rocha 

Manuel A. Da SUva. . 

William David 

Orison Chaffee 

Antonio M. Pirez 



Americano 

Americano 

Inglez 

Americano 

Portuguez 

Portuguez 

Portugue? 

Americano 

Americano 

Portuguez 



Capitao. 

lo piloto. 

2o piloto. 

Marinheiro. 

Marinheiro. 

Marinheiro. 

Marinheiro. 

Marinheiro. 

Marinheiro. 

Marinheiro. 



Certifico que a lista de huma copia fiel da relacao authentica des 
pes^as abordo da escuma Americana Flirt, que me for aprezentada 

IT Walter M. Gibson, capt. de mesma escuma, e vai per mim assigna- 
e per nim sellado, e certificado, e com o sello deste consulado. 

J. WRIGHT GORDON, Ctmml. 

Pernambuco, 22o. de Septembro de 1851. 



For a true copy. 

Batatia, January 24, 1853* 



JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Tramlatar. 



Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande de naameteekening van 
John Parker, geswarcn translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secnetaris. 

^VERIER. 



Schooner Flirty New York. 

Manifest, 153 tons $6 00 

Bill of health 2 00 

Crew list . . 1 00 

Passport 1 00 

10 00 



Received payment. May 10, ISSli. 



MSVilk^ 
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For a true copy. JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator. 
Batavia, Jamiary 24, 1853. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameleekening von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, de secretaries* 

SEVERIER. 



ViDA CONSULATA BrITAXICA, 

Mado, Aug. 19, 1851. 
[J. Burnet, Vice Consul.] 

Luis Henrique Feriera d'Aguiar, cavalliero da ordem de Christo, ad- 
dito. d'lega5a6 Braziliera im Washington, consul-general do imperiode 
Brazil nos Estados Unidos d' America do Norte, &c., certifico que o 
docuniento anneno eo passaporte del escuna Americana Flirt, que 
segue viagem para Bahia. 

Em fe do que, e para que se the nao ponha irapedimento, vai por mim 
assignado, e sellado com o sello dista consulado-general. 

[SBAL OF THE BHAZILIAN C(HfSULATE.] 

New York, 10 di Maio de 1851. 

LUIS H. F. DE AGUIAR. 

For a true copy of the original. 

The Sioom TranskUar. 
Batavia, Jamiary 24, 1853. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



General clearance. 

Port of New STork; 

These are to certify, to all whom it may concern, that E. C. Town- 
send, master or commander ol the Flirt, burden 153 tons or there— 
abouts, mounted with guns, navigated with nine men, American-built^ 
bound for Bahia and a market, has entered and cleared his vessel ac— 
cording to law. 

Given under our hands and seals of office, at the custom-house, Nc^ 
York, this 10th day of May, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, 
and in the 75th year of the independence of the United States oC 
America. 

[seal.] C. p. clump. Collector. 

[sBAL.) ROB. STONE, Naval Officer. 
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For a true copy. JOHN PARKER, 

The Svxrm Translator. 
Batavia, January 24, 1853. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



[An act regulating passenger-ships and vessels in the original, but 
omitted in the present copy. J. PARKER.] 

Custom-house charges at Porto Praya. — Dispesa da escuna Americana Flirt. 

Entrada $3,000 

Visita de Sante 3.200 

Registo 2.960 

Guarda de mar, 8 dias, 3 deterra 3.300 

Certitad e sello 360 

10.820 

W. T. COWEN. 
Alpaxdeoa de St. Thiago, 26 de Juthoy 1851. 

For a true copy. JOHN PARKER, 

The Sivom Translator. 
Batavia, January 24, 1853. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



REGISTER No. 184. 

United States: 

In pursuance of an act of the Congress of the 
United ^^tates of America, entitled an act concern- 
ing the registering and recording of ships or ves- 
sels: 
[l. s.] Walter M. Gibson, of the city, county, and 

State of New York, having taken or subscribed the 
oath required by the said act, and having sworn 
thaf he, Walter M. Gibson, is only owner of the 
ship or vessel called the Flirt, of J^ew York, 
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Townsend Haynes. whereof E. C. Townsend is at present master, and 
a citizen of the United States, and that the said 
•[l. s.] ship or vessel was built at Baltimore, State of Mary- 

land, in the year 1839, as per register No. 1, 
issued at the port of Charleston, on 7th January, 
1851, now cancelled and properly changed. 
C. P. Clinch, And said register having certified that said ship 

Dep. Collector, or vessel has a poop-deck and two masts, and that 
her length is 93 feet 10 inches ; breadth, 23 feet 
[l. 8.] 10 inches ; depth, 7 feet 1 inches, and that she 

measures 153/^ tons ; that she is a schooner, has 
a square stern, no galleries, and a billet-head ; and 
that the said W. M. Gibson having agreed to the 
description and admeasurement above specified, 
and as sufficient securitjr has been given accordiug 
to the said act, the saia schooner nas been duly 
registered at the port of New York. 

Given under our hand, seal of the port of New 
York, this 10th day of March, in the year 1861. 
C. S. FRANCHESE, 

Naval Officer. 
• ^— 

British Vice Consulate, Maceio, 

September^ J 851. 

I hereby certify that Walter M. Gibson has become master of the 
schooner Flirt. 

JAMES BURNET, 

Vice Gonad. 

I further certify that there is no American consul in this province. 

# JAMES BURNET, 

Vice Conmd. 

For a true copy of the original register. 

JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator. 
Bat AVI A, January 26, 1853. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



The following objects were folded in a white paper cover, on which 
was written by W. M. Gibson : '* The enclosed is evidence of my be- 
longing to a benevolent lodge, Odd-Fellows' society, in America, 
whose chief object is to assist sick members; and this is the associatioa 
to which I alluded when speaking to Mr. De Braun, at Palembang, 
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ibont my connexions at home. The American Institute is chiefly for 
the promotion of manufactures.'* 

For a true copy. JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator. 
Batavia, Jaaivary 24, 1863. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



[OroameDtal border.] 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD-FELLOWS. 

[i*. s.] To all whom it may concern : 

This certifies that Bro. Walter M. Gibson, whose name is written 
on the margin of this card in his own proper hcmd-writing, is 
a member, in good standing, of Constellation Lodge, (No. 353, 
^ held at New York city, and working under a charter duly ^ 
. granted by authority of the Right Worthy Grand Lodge of the t 
^ State of New York; therefore recommend him to your friendship ^ 
1 and protection, and admission into all regular lodges of Odd- ^ 
I Fellows, for the space of three months from this date, and no a 
, longer. 

d In witness whereof, we have subscribed our names and a£- 
^ fixed the seal of our lodge, this tenth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine. 
[l. s.] C. HARRISON. 

ROBERT CLARK, 

Secretary. 
[OmameDtal border.] 



I 



W. C. PECK, P. Sec'y, P. T. O. 



To the foregoing certificate are joined : 

1. Two white silk badges, with the following printed inscription : 

" Members of the American Institution — 1847." 



S8 

' 2. A card, as follows : 
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Member's Ticket. 

Admit Walter M. Gibson and family, 

during the 23d Annual Fair 

of the 

American Institution,. 

at Castle Garden, 1850. 

J.,W. CHAMBERS, 

Clerk. 
This ticket is not transferable. 



a 



t: 



hr 



JOHN PARKER, 

T/ie Swam Translaior. 



For a true copy. 

fi AT AVI A, January 24, 1863. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 
Parker, geswaren alhier. 

De resident van Batavia, by Verhundermg, de secretaris. 

SEVERIEU 



Extract of Journal. 

In Banen Straiti^ January 4, 1852. — Scarcity again of provisions, 
wood, and water. I am reduced to a private stock of about naif a pint 
of pure fluid. The rest on board is the filthiest slime I ever smelt at 
I cannot taste of it. There has been great improvidence about saving 
rain water. On various occasions came to anchor about sixteen miles 
southeast of Manopin hill, or Minton, for the sole purpose of getting 
water. 

January 6th. — Mr. Graham went ashore on the Banen side, but could 
find no water after a long search. Great quantities of fish, mud rep- 
tiles, and perriwinkles — the same as on the Sumatra aide. Found 
excellent wood, good sandstone for scrubbing, and a very pretty pur- 
ple and white-veined shell, exactly reselling Windsor soap. 

I have been without a clean shirt fo^pwards of a month, and for 
the past two weeks have worn no linen at all over my flannel; and I 
am certainly none the worse, but rather feel the better. I have looked 
with pity at sailors, with their everlasting blue wool next to the skin 
at aU points, about the neck especially, and I may add the legs, where 
linen seems so indispensable; but I have begun to find myself more 
merry and buoyant under the continual itch of wool. Another portion 
of sailor life I have adopted with excellent result: which is, to sleep 
in my clothes, except shoes, and lie on the hard transom. I wake now 
more promptly, ana without the least feeling of drowsiness. 

Anchored off Minton^ January 6, 1852. — Failing to get water this 
morning, I resolved to run in near Minton Fort and get what was de- 
sired. When within ten miles of the anchorage, a violent wind and 
rain-squall struck us; and on we careered towards the land with no 
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her guide but the soundings. She appeared to scud at the rate of 
ght knots under bare poles. In addition to this state of affairs, to be 
Hween two dangerous shoals, starboard and larboard, and to be run- 
Dg down upon an unknown coast, and seeking an anchorage in such a 
[inding storm, was a condition just serious enough to make me think, 
possible, of passing the night ashore in a wet shirt, as it was. There 
^ould bare been no difference about the shirt, for 1 was on deck all 
le time, and took enough of drenching to answer for a lifetime's 
ydropathic practice. Fortune favors the Flirt, if not the brave on 
card. She. swung, all taut and fast, in six fathoms water, with 
lirty fathoms of chain and the big bower out. 

10 0^ clock p. HI. — I know not this night whether I am one mile or five 
liles from this place called Minton marked on the chart. The Flirt 
5 banning her frolics ae^in, but 1 presume this time of a pleasanter 
[uality. She is evidentl^doomed not to accomplish any especial voy- 
ge for which she originally set out. My caprice has certainly nothing 
do with her stoppage in this case. 

In Minton Boadsj Jantiary 6, 1862. — Daylight discovered Minton, 
ibout two miles off, and we found that we had come to in the best 
possible position for wood and water. A revenue-cutter passed us this 
oaoming with ladies on board, who commenced laughing and pointing 
writh their parasols upon my looking with my telescope. I must con- 
fess that that woman's laugh had a very pleasant effect upon my 
oerves, and was the chief temptation for my going on shore, which I 
bad previously thought it best to avoid, or the town at least. No ac- 
count of possible port charges. 

January 7, 1852. — Graham and men returned on board this morning 
ai about daybreak; had been left by the tide inside of a little cove, 
ftuite cool. Weather has kept me on board all day. In the after- 
noon (77° to 79°) received a social visit from captain of revenue-cutter, 
i very pleasant Dutchman indeed, who likes my craft and cigars 
imazingJy. Naval commandant sent me off some excellent fresh 
)read from his kitchen this morning. Heavy showers all day. 

January 8, 1852. — ^Confined in cabin all forenoon — finally in • • 

For a true copy. JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator. 
Batavia, January 24, 1853. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naattieteekening von John Par- 
jSTj geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



Translation [stamp] of act of clearance. 

Walter M. Gibson, commander of the schooner Flirt, sailing under 
Lmerican colors, and belonging to New York, lately arrived from Per- 
ambuco, on the 7th January, 1851, having exhibited to me the ^roofe 
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of having submitted to the local laws and regulations, as ordaiued 
by the harbor-mfiister's regulations, is hereby permitted to depart ix 
the ports of Palembang and Singapore, the places of his destination, 
MiNTOK, January 12, 1852. 

[Remarks about passengers.] 

[Remarks about custom-house regulations.] 
KAMP, Harbor-maHer, 

The harbor-master, Kamp, Batavia, January 24, 1863. 

For the translation from the Dutch. 

JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 

De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



To his Excellency the Governor General of Nethtrlands India^ Spc.y 4^., ^. 

[Translation.] 
Letter F, (18,) sundry vouchers. 

PALBMBANa, February 6, 1853. 

Under the escort of his Majesty's steamer Arjoeno, commanded by 
the master and commander Voet, I have sent to Batavia, under arrest, 
the schooner Flirt, sailing under the American flag, together with to 
crew. 

With the above information, I have further the honor to state to your 
excellency the causes of the above-stated measure. 

On the 17th January arrived in these roads the American schooner 
Flirt, commander Walter Murray Gibson, arrived directly from Per- 
nambuco, in the Brazils, after having, on the voyage, touched at Anjer 
and Mintok, in these possessions, at which last-named port he remained 
some days. 

This vessel had no cargo whatever on board, the commander stating 
that he travelled for pleasure, and that being of a somewhat extrava- 
gant disposition, he had been sent abroad by his rich father. 

The crew was very weak, consisting of one mate and six seamen, of 
diflferent nations. Although the ostensible object of this vessel appeared 
rather strange, stiU, considering the adventurous nature of both English- 
men and Americans, it did create much surprise, and the commander, 
as a well-educated stranger, was the object of the most hospitable and 
even cordial reception. Complaints, entered by his sailors, about in- 
tiifferent food and bad payment, combined vf \\Vv iVve agle of sundry arti- 
cfe^ belonging to the vessel at comparativeVs \orw ^ucea^ftooTLdi^vx^s^A 
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[1 fiuth in his riches ; ** but/' said he, ** it is true that here I aip in want 
F money, but at Singapore I will again be rich, being in possession of 
otters of credit to a large amount upon commercial houses there. 
Every day he spoke about continuing his voyage without carrying 
lis plan into execution. He formed different connexions with Chi- 
ese, Arabs, and Palembangers, and I began to observe him with dis- 
"ust, and ordered the police to keep a vigilant eye upon him. 
A w^ek ago, I heard that he had attempted, in sundry ways, to pro- 
ure charts of the interior, without having, however, succeeded with 
everal officers and non-commissioned officers, to whom he had made 
pplication. From day to day he put off his departure ; whereas, in 
&e beginning, he showed himself in good society here and there, he 
Iterwards left off visiting anybody, but associated with native chiefs. 
An inhabit^t of Palembang, a certain Kiagoos Lanang, among 
ither things, instructed him in reading and writing the Malay language* 
Yesterday I received information that his mate, an Englishman, 
lamed Graham, had, in company with one of the sailors, secretly left 
?alemb^ng in a small prow, and had proceeded up the river Moisie, 
laving in his possession a letter from his captain, Walter Murray Gib- 
»n, addressed to the Sultan of Jambee. 

Tbiff proceeding at once brought to Ught the object of this visit to this 
place, and it seemed that he wanted to act the part of James Brook. 

I gave orders immediately to pursue the mate, and the assistant for 
the pohce Krangkarta Tregara, succeeded in arresting and overtaking 
him at about 10 miles up the river, but not until after he had attempted 
to offer Resistance by force of arms. 

From the verbal process which, together with the necessary voucberSt 
I have the honor to hand to your excellency, it will be seen that these 
strangers have rendered themselves guilty of high treason and deserve 
death. 

As every circumstance is explicitly stated in the verbal process, I 
take die liberty (for the sake of expedition) to refer to that document. 

For as much as it is thus far known that no native chiefs are con- 
nected with this case, excepting the writer of the letter, Kiagoos Lanang, 
his master for the Malay language, who, early in the morning of the 6th, 
gave information to the assistant for the police, but not, however, before 
the miate had been gone a couple of hours. 

This Kiagoos Lanang is, however, a person of too little importance, 
and I suppose that in this case he was guided by self-interest. I have, 
in expectation of your excellency's decision, placed him in safe 
keeping. 

In the actual state of the residency, the above-stated occurrence was 
very disagreeable to me, and might have had disastrous results%in case ^ 
the mate had succeeded in reaching the Sultan of Jambee, or the insur- 
gents at Amfat Lanang. The naliTc^iere is by nature prone to rebellion 
and remarkably superstitious, and what has occurred may, being ex- 
aggerated and augmented, have a disagreeable result in the rebellious 
boundary districts. 

It is lorumate that their total ignorance of the country has led to the • 
feilure of their measures. I have considered ihal tliete \s eoxv-sv^ex^^ 
mitBcient cause (after what baa happened) to arrest Xhe Kxafitvo^sx 
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schooner Flirt, ils captain, mate, and crew, and as I have already 
had the honor of stating to ^our excellency herewith, send them to 
Batavia under the escort of his Majesty's steamer Arjeona, to be there 
placed at the disposition of the government. 

I hope that I have, in this case, acted according to my duty, and 
most respectfully take the liberty of soliciting the approbation of your 
excellency. The assistant for the police, Kxankarta Negara, who by bis 
calm resolution prevented bloodshed, has deserved the approbation ol 
ybur excellency. 

The resident of Palembang. 

C. A. DE BRAUN. 

For the translation from the Dutch. 

JOHN PARK^, 

The Stvam Translator. 
Batavia, January 24, 1863. 

Gezeen von John Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 
De resident van Batavia, by Verjiundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



[Translation.] 

Extract from the evidence of the mtne$s De Braun. 

Gibson h'kewise tried to intimidate me ; and said, among other things, 
that he belonged to an association of young men who had undertaken 
to curtail the poioer of Europeans over less civilized nations, and especi- 
ally to follow the example of J. Brook ; and he further stated that their 
association had ** twelve steamers^^^ each armed with eight Paixhan guns. 
To Mr. Nicholson he said, "my government will repay you,'' (mongou- 
vemement rous le payera.) To me he did not use tne above words, but 
gave me the same thing to understand. 

For the sworn translations from the Dutch. 

JOHN PARKER, 

TJie Sfwm Translator. 
Batavia, January 24, 1863. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 
Parker, geswaren translateur alhier. 

De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

4 SEVERIER. 



[Translation.] 
Extract from the evidence of the witness Storm Van St. Gravesande. 

While we were going on board, the accused asked me what I thought 
about his case, and what was likely to be his punishment according to 
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tch laws. I answered that it was a bad business, which, according 

>ur laws, mieht end in capital punishment. 

He then said : " This is too bad. ' In America^ cases of a similar 

ture are only punished with five years' imprisonment (y zert?) in 

«is." 

For the translation from the Dutch. 

JOHN PARKER. 

The Sworn TranslcOor. 
Batayia, January 24, 1S53. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 

arker, geswaren translateur alhier. 

De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



ndwsement made by Walter M. Gibson on the back of a bundle of 
papers voluntarily riven up by him to the governor-general, with the 
memorial addressed to his excellency : 

Package of manuscripts and papers, composed of 17 files, fi-om A to 
inclusive, relating to my private life, business, last voyage, andother- 
ise explanatory of the late occurrence leading to my present state of 
rest. I trust that all these several papers will be returned to me 
:er being satisfactorily examined, and copied if necessary; and I 
)uld beg to suggest that they may not fall into hands to be perused 
•m mere motives of curiosity. 

Respectfiilly, 

W. M. GIBSON. 
Batavia, February 20, 1863. 

For a true copy. JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator* 
Batavia, January 24, 1853. 

Gezeen von legalisatie der nevenstande naameteekening von John 

rker, geswaren translateur alhier. 

De resident van Batavia, by Verhundering, de secretaris. 

SEVERIER. 



Consulate of the United States of America for Java. 
, the undersigned, atfting consul for the United States of America 
the island of Java, do hereby declare that the signatures of John 
ker are, in my opinion, just and true, and deserving fall faith and 
iit 

a testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and af- 
fixed the seal of my oflBice of Batavia, this twenty-eighth 
AL.] day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three. 

E. W. CRAMERUS, 

Acting Consul. 
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[Trtndadon.] 

In the name of the King — Sentencer-^The Most High Court of Netherlanii t 

India, {Ist instance.) 

Seen the sentence of the court of justice of Batavia, assembled in i 
council of the 22d December, 1852, rendered upon the requisition of i 
the officer of justice of said court of the 8th, by which it is demanded 
that this court shall decide about the trial of Walter Murray Gibaon 
and Charles Murray Graham ; and is concluded that the court shall 
order the trial of Walter Murray Gibson, aged twenty-nine years, naas- 
ter of the American schooner Flirt, and Charles Murray Graham, aged 
twenty-six years, mate of the above-mentioned vessel- With re^d 
to the first : | 

That cm the 4th February, 1862, he caused to be written, and, | 
knowing the contents, subscribed a letter addressed to the Sultan of 
Jambee, a prince subject to the Nelherland India sovereignty, in which 
letter this prince is instigated to armed rebellion against the State, and 
to withdraw himself from its supremacy, and likewise forcibly to seize 
upon a part of the territory belonging to the State, with the promise of 
giving assistance in this rebelHon; and that afterwards, for the purpose 
of delivering the said letter, and further carrying into effect the propo- 
sition of rebellion made to the person to whom the letter was addressed, 
he set out for Jambee ; in the execution of which purpose he was, how- 
ever, prevented by the authorities, and with orders that both shsD 
continue in their temporary confinement; and it is declared by the said 
sentence that, from the judicial instruction in this case, no suflBcient 
grounds have appeared to warrant the further prosecution of W. M. 
Gibson and C. M. Graham above named, in the case above mentioned; 
and that therefore no terms for the trial of the accused exist, with order 
that they shall be immediately set at liberty, excepting in case other 
circumstances should warrant their further detention. 

Seen the act of relief against the above sentence drawn up at the 
rolls of the court of justice aforesaid, on the 24lh December last, at the 
request of the officer of justice of this court : 

Seen the account and the requisition of the attorney general at the 
high court of 25th December, 1852, showing that the high court of 
28th December, 1852, with regard to the sentence rendered by the 
court of justice of Batavia on the 22d December, 1852, and against 
which an act of relief was entered : 

1st. Shall annul the same, and declare that there exist suCBcient causes 
for further prosecution, and consequently ordain the trial of W. M. 
Gibson, aged twenty-nine years, commander and owner of the schooner 
Flirt, sailing under American colors, and of C. M. Graham, chief mate 
of said schooner; and, as regards the first accused: 

That on the 4th of February, 1852, he caused to be written, and, 
knowing the contents, subscribed a letter addressed to the Sultan of 
Jambee, a prince subject to the Netherland India sovereignty, in which 
letter the said prince is instigated to armed rebellion against the State, 
in order to withdraw himself from its supremacy, and hkewise forcibly 
to seize upon a part of the territory of the State, with the promise of 
giving assistance in this rebellion; and further, that he did despatch the 
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i Graham with this letter to the said prince ; and, as regards 
that on the 6th of February, 1852, he received, for the pur- 
tlivery, a letter addressed by the first accused, Gibson, to the 
Jambee, a prince subject to the Netherland India supremacy, 
ise forcibly to seize upon a part of the territory belonging to 
with the promise of giving assistance in this rebellion ; and 
wards, for the purpose of delivering the said letter, and fur- 
ing into efiect ine proposition of rebellion made to the person 
the letter was addressed, he set out to Jambee ; in the execu- 
lich purpose he was, however, prevented by the authorities, 
ill ordain that the officer of justice of Batavia shall, within 
me as fxjssible, draw up an act of accusation, and present the 
be court of justice ; farther — 
ill ordain that the accused shall meanwhile continue in con- 

Seen Theen Documents. 

1 the memorial of suggestion presented in behalf of the first 

3 the court of justice of Batavia. 

3ring that the facts proved by the instruction* contain siifficient 

the farther prosecution of the accused in the case of the crim- 

13 charged to them, which, according to the here existing 

e, constitute a crime which is menaced by bodily and infa- 

isfament: 

articles 107, 71, and 110, of the regulations of the penal 
be courts of F. in Java, and the high court of Netherlands 

• 
the above sentence of the court of justice, against which 
I has been made : 
» that there exists sufficient grounds for continuing the prose- 

i the trial of Walter Murray Gibson, aged twenty-nine years, 
er and owner of the schooner Flirt, sailing under American 
id of Charles Murray Graham, aged twenty-six years, chief 
tie said vesseL 
3t accused : 

ubsequently to his arrival within the jurisdiction of Palem- 
which place he had proceeded with hostile intentions in the 
ler his command,) he attempted, by a letter written by his 
the 4th of February, 1862, and handed to the second accused 
■y to the Sultan of Jambee, a prince subject to the Nether- 
jreignty ; the contents of said letter being to stir up this prince 
armed rebellion against the government, and by murder, and 
arrantable deeds of rebellion, to break off the connexion ex- 
veen him and the government, and throw off its supremacy ; 
vbich, the accused promises aid and assistance to the said 

x>nd accused : 

ith the entire knowledge of and participating i^ the abpve- 

Dtt«adoftii6wordiii0tnictioii. 3.¥KB££Sl. 

6 
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stated intentions of the first accused, he accepted the letter written to 
obtain the result wished for, and undertook the delivery of the 
same ; and that, for the further promotion of the views mentioned, he 
set out on the journey, the entire fulfilment of the plan of the accused 
bring prevented by circumstances independent of their will, which pro- 
ceedings constitute the crime of high treason : 

Ordains that the officer of justice of Batavia shall, within as little 
time as possible, draw up an act of accusation, and present the same 
to the court of justice ; and ordains that the accused shall meanwhile 
continue in prison. 

Thus done in the chamber of council, Thursday, 30th December, 
1862, by 

C. HDLTMAN, President. 

D. A. JUNIUS VAN HEMERT, 
A. J. SWART, 

F. L. ANTHING, 

W. L. C. KENCHENIUS, 

Counsellors of the Court. 

In the presence of the recorder — 
H. W. Du Perron. 

Signed : C. Hultman, D. A. Junius Van Hemert, A. J. Swart, F.L 
Anthmg, W. L. C. Kenchenius. 

Known to me. 

H. W. DU PERRON. 
For the authentic copy. 

SCHUMMAN. 
For a true copy. 

J. P. BROWMER. 

Signified and handed a copy to Walter M. Gibson, by me, door- 
keeper of the court of justice of Batavia, this 21st day of Janu- 
ary, 1863. 

J. P. BROWMER. 
For the translation firom the Dutch. 

JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Translator. 
Batavia, January 27, 1853. 



[TranalatioD.] 
In the name of the Bang: 

The high court of Netherlands India, (1st instance,) assemMed in 
the chamber of councU : 

Seen the sentence given by the court of justice of Batavia on the 
25th August, 1852, in the chamber of council, by which the said court, 
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pving sentence at the Requisition of the oflBit er of justice of that court 
>fthe 18th August, 1852, requested that a decision be taken by the 
udge ; in which requisition, by means of amply-developed grounds, a 
conclusion is taken that the court shall declare that there exist no terms 
for according entrance into judicature against the persons of Walter M. 
Gibson and Charles M. Graham, and that there are no grounds for con- 
tinuing the proceedings against them in the case of misdemeanor of 
which they stand accused; and the court of justice having declared 
that no order for granting entrance into court against W. M. Gibson 
and ^C. M. Graham ought to be granted, as regards the accusation 
against them of having attempted to instigate to rebellion against the 
Netherlands India goverament, the Sultan of Jambee ; declaring, further, 
that there exist no grounds for proceeding further in this city, has or- 
dained that the accused shall be immediately set at liberty, unless there 
should exist some other cause to warrant their detention : 

Seen the opposition entered at the rolls of the court of justice before 
named on the 25th of August, 1862 ; by which it appears that the offi- 
cer of justice pf said court has declared (in consequence of an (^cial 
order received by him from the attorney general) to enter into opposi- 
tion against the above sentence of the court of justice, in the name of 
the attorney general of the high court : 

Seen the written statement of the attorney general to the high court, 
dated August 29, 1852, zuid his requisition of the same date, that the 
sentence pronounced by the court of justice (against which relief had 
been entered) should be annulled, and orders for entrance into judica- 
ture of the case be issued against the accused, with order that they 
continue in confinement : 

Considering the provisional detention of the accused, W. M. Gibson 
and C. M. Graham, above named, which took place by an order of 
the judge-commissary, confirmed by the court of justice by sentence of 
25th February, 1852 : 

Considering the contents of the documents produced : 

Considering that the sentence of the court of justice of Batavia, 
against which relief hats been asked, was given on the strength of a 
requisition taken by the officer of justice of said court, demanding a 
decision about the granting or refusing entrance into judicature, and 
containing a refusal of an order for entrance, declaring that no cause 
existed for proceeding with the case, there being no proofs of guilt 
against the accused therein named : 

Consequently, that this decision was taken in conformity to article- 
68 of the penal code ; and that, against such a decision, opposition can* 
be entered, in virtue of article 72. 

Considering, further, that the opposition was made as directed by 
article 72 — namely, by the officer of justice, whose powers of entering 
ppposition (not being a party in the case, but the agent of the general 
interests of society) cannot be limited or curtailed by the similarity of 
he decision of the court, with the conclusion taken by him, that, al- 
bough at the registration of the opposition it was entirely unnecessarily* 
Qentioned that it took place ** in virtue of the order of the attorney 
[eneral" — this information does not in the least alter the nature or value 
f the opposition, as such an order is not in opposition to the general 
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principles of the penal code, by which oflScers of jiistice, as regards the 
execution of their duties with regard to criminal matters, are subordi- 
nate to the attorney general : 

Considering, therefore, that the decision about allowing or refusing 
entrance into judicature of the case of thef before-mentioned accused 
has been submitted to the court in a lawful manner : 

Considering, with regard to the case itself, that there exist sufficient 
causes for complaint to consider the accusation brought forward as 
being of a crimmal nature : 

Considering the regulations of the law above mentioned ; also, article 
71 of the penal code : 

Giving judgment on the requisition of the attorney general: 

Annuls the sentence of the court of justice pronounced on the 25th 
August, 1852, against which opposition has been made : 

Grants orders for entrance mto judicature, with orders of further 
detention against the persons of Walter Murray Gibson, aged twenty- 
nine years, late master ol the American schooner Flirt, and Charles 
Murray* Graham, aged twenty^six years, late master of the said 
schooner, as regards the accusation brought against them, which, fixim 
the provisional information, consists in having, during their stay at Pa- 
lembang, attempted to instigate subjects of the government to armed 
revolt, with promise on their part to abet the same ; which actions 
or attempts are menaced in this country by bodily or disgracehil pun- 
ishment : 

Declares, further, that the present order shall, if necessary* be exe- 
cutable within the entire extent of Netherlands India; and the public, 
civil, and military authorities, are hereby called in to lend their assist- 
ance, should it be required. 

Thus done in the chamber of council, on Thursday, the 2d of Sep- 
tember, 1852, by us. 

G. HULTMAN, President. 

P. B. VAN HULTEN, 

D. A. JUNIUS VAN HEMERT, 

J. R. COUPERUS, 

J. L. ANTHING, Memben. 

In presence of the recorder — 

H. W. Du Perron. 

Signed: C Hultmau, Brunsfelt Van Hulten, D. A. Junius Van 
Hemert, J. R.'Couperus, J. L. Anthing. 

Known to me. H. W. DU PERRON, 

Recorder. 

For a true copy. SHUMMAN. 

For copy. J. P. BROWMER, 

Doorkeeper. 
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Signified the above, and delivered a copy to W. M. Gibson, by me, 
doorkeeper of the court of justice of Batavia. 

J. P. BROWMER, 

Doorkeeper. 
September 6, 1852. 

For the translation fi-om the Dutch, with one word erased. 

JOHN PARKER, 

The StJDom TranslcUon 
Batavia, January 27, 1863. 



[Projosticia.] [Translation.] 

The court of justice of Batavia, assembled in council, rendering jus- 
tice upon the requisition of the officer of justice, dated 20th February, 
1852, thereby concluding to the ratification of the orders for provisional 
detention of the persons of Walter Murray Gibson, master and owner 
of the American schooner Flirt; Charles Murray Graham, the mate; 
and O. Chaflfee, J. Ivery, H. Jones, J. E. Castillo, M. A. da Silva, A. 
M. Pirez, J. Antonio, and J. M. Teixera, seamen of said vessel ; which 

Esons are supposed to have attempted to instigate the Sultan of Jam- 
to rebel agamst the government of Netherlands India, examined the 
documents produced. 

Considering that the facts brought against the persons previously de- 
tained, in virtue of orders issued by the officer ol justice at the court of 
justice, under date of 16th and 20th February, 1862, are of an especial 
nature: 

Considering that, on this account, the resident of Palembang has con- 
sidered it his duty not to act in his capacity of assistant officer of jus- 
tice, but as the functionary charged with the civil authority, and there- 
fore to take provisional measures, and enter into correspondence with 
the governor-general of Netherlands India : 

Considering that this manner of acting by the resident of Palembang 
is probably in consequence of the regulations prescribed by article 
twenty-four of the government regulations, in the first part of which it 
is stipulated that the governor-general shall have the power to order the 
arrestation of such persons as may appear to him dangerous to the public 
peace or security, oy an order signed by him personally : 

Considering that, however this may be, it is certain that the case has 
pot been treated according to the common course of justice; but that, 
%tead of its having been taken in hand by the officer of justice, it has 
teen done so by the governor-general : 

Considering that it does not now appear that the governor-general 
has given orders to any of the members of the public ministry by which 
^y should be obliged to follow up this case in the usual manner : 

Considering that, in this circumstance alone, a cause can be found to 
fefuse the ratification demanded of the orders for provisional detention, 
i^ued by the officer of justice, which is concludea by his above-^^X&\L 
t^uisition : 
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Considering that, even if the complaint against the above-named per- 
sons had been followed up by the officer of justice, in virtue of orders 
given him in his capacity as a judicial functionary, still that there could 
exist no grounds for issuing orders for a provisional detention : 

Considering that the right to issue orders for provisional detention is, 
it is true, granted by the law to the oflScers of justice in cases of dis- 
covery of tne fact; but, nevertheless, that it is clearly understood that 
such orders must be given at the moment of discovery, or immediately 
afterwards, as the power to issue such orders is only given to the mem- 
bers of the public authority and to the oflScers of justice in those cases 
where the judicial authorities are, by especial circumstances, prevented 
from getting immediate knowledge of the facts, and thereby to take the 
necessary measures in such cases : 

Considering that it is likewise stipulated, by article 38 of the penal 
code, that the instruction, in cases of discovery of the fact, which be- 
longs to the oflScers of justice, shall take place, with the assistance of 
all the auxiliary oflScers, in every case where such instruction must take 
place, beyond the limits of the residency in which such court of justice 
IS situated: 

Considering, with this last-named article in view, and that which im- 
mediately precedes it, that in this case the oflScer of justice might have 
asked for ratification of orders for provisional detention, issued by the 
resident of Palembang, given him in his quality of auxiliary oflScer, but 
never of such orders given by the oflScer of justice himself: 

Considering that, in consideration of the four last-named grounds,* 
ought to be refused: 

Seen article 27, and the following articles to article 47, of the penal 
code, &c., &c.: 

Refuses the confirmation of the orders for provisional detention given 
by the oflScer of justice under dates of 15th and 20th of February, 
1852, against the persons of Walter M. Gibson, master and owner of 
the American schooner Flirt; C. M. Graham, mate; and O. Chaffee, 
J. Ivery, H. Jones, J. E. Castillo, M. A. da Silva, J. Antonio, A. M. 
Pirez, J. M. Teixera, seamen of said vessel. 

Thus done on Saturday, aist of February, by 

W. H. DUCLOUX, President. 
P. F. BOSEL, Member. 
P. T. V. B. & SON, Id. 
F. H. E. SCHUSLER, Id. 

In the presence of — 

J. B. Van Seenwex, 

First Deputy. 

Signed: Ducloux, Bosch, V. Braam van Son, Schusler, Van Seen- 
wen. 

For a true copy. J. P. BROWMER, 

Doorkeeper. 

* The ratification. J. PARKER. 



H. Doc. 123. 71 

From the translation from the Dutch, with one corrected and three 
words erased.* 

JOHN PARKER, 

The 8wom Trarulalou 
Batavia, January 27, 1863. 



[Pro juftida.] [Traniladon.] 

Order for provisional arrextation. 

The officer of justice at the court of justice at Batavia: 

Read the documents of the provisional instruction about the accusa- 
tion brought against Walter Murray Gibson, commander of the Amer- 
ican schooner Flirt, as having rendered himself guilty of the crime of 
high treason, by writing a letter in the Malay language to the Sultan 
of Jambee, the contents of which would appear to be of a nature to at- 
tempt rendering the last-named person hostile towards the Dutch gov- 
ernment, and instigate him to rebellion against said government; also, 
the accusation against Charles Murray Graham, mate, and Orison Chaf- 
fee, seaman, of the above-mentioned vessel, as having been guilty of 
complicity in the above-named crime : 

Heard the persons accused : 

Considering that, from the information already collected, it has been 
sufficiently proved that the said W. M. Gibson caused a letter as above 
mentioned to be written, and, after having simed the same, despatched 
it; likewise that C. M. Graham was apprenended on the fact, being 
then in possession of the letter in question, which had been given him 
to be forwarded ; and, finally, that Orison Chaffee accompanied the 
second accused on his expedition : 

Considering that therefore sufficient terms exist to warrant the deten- 
tion of the above-named and probably guilty persons : 

Attended to article 29 of the penal code of the courts of justice in 
Java, and the high .court of Netherlands India : 

Ordains the provisional arrestation, in the civil smd military prison 
at Weltevreden, ol W. M. Gibson, commander of American schooner 
Flirt, aged 29 years; C. M. Graham, aged 26 years, mate; and O. 
Chaffee, seaman, of the above-named vessel. 

Thus done at Weltevreden, this 15th of February, 1862, by me, of- 
ficer of justice at the court of justice at Batavia. 

DE WAL. 

For copy. VERMANS, 

Sheriff. 

For the translation from the Dutch. 

JOHN PARKER, 

T?ie Sworn Translator. 
Batavia, January 27, 1853. 



• The word* "for the" I erased. 3 . ^hSXS^. 
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[Projnitioia.] [Translation.] 

In the name of the King: 

We, judge-commissary, charged with the instruction of crimioal 
cases at the court of justice at Batavia : 

Seen the requisition of the oflScer of justice at the same court, by 
which is concluded that preliminary informations shall be taken, both 
on the subject of the crime of high treason mentioned in the requisi- 
tion, and on the culpabiUtv of the persons therein named; and, further, 
that an order be issued for the provisional arrestation of the persons 
named Walter M. Gibson, master and owner of the American schooner 
Flirt; Charles Murray Graham, mate; and O. Chaffee, J. Ivery, 
H. Jones, J. E. Castillo, M. A. da Silva, A. M. Pirez, J. Antonio, and 
L. M. Teixera, seamen of said vessel: , 

Considering that the facts alleged against the commander and crew 
of the American schooner Flirt are of a criminal nature: 

Considering, therefore, that there are terms for proceeding to collect 
provisional information : 

Considering that the crime for which they stand accused is, by the 
penal code of this country, subjected to bodily and infamous punish- 
ment : 

Considerinff both the serious nature of the crime, and the circum- 
stance that all the accused are strangers, so that an attempt lo escape 
on their part is to be apprehended : 

Taken into consideration the articles 19 and 62, first part, and 64 
and 71, second part, of the penal code: 

Giving disposition on the requisition of the officer of justice: 

Gives orders that there shall be proceeded to collect provisional in- 
formation : 

Ordaining that shall be detained provisionally the person of Walter 
Murray Gibson, aged 29 years, commander of the American schooner 
Flirt: 

Declares that this order shall bo executable throughout the entire ju- 
risdiction of Netherlands India. 

Thus done at Batavia, this Monday, the 23d of February, 1862, by 
me, judge- commissary, above named. 

F. H. E. SCHUSLER- 

For copy. J. P. BROWMER- 

For the translation from the Dutch. 

JOHN PARKER, 

The Sworn Trantlator. 
Batavia, July 27, 1863. 



No. 2. 

Mr. Marshall to Commodore Aulick. 

Macao, February 22, 1863. 

Sir : You are already apprized of the detention of Walter M. Gibson, 
an American citizen, in the prison of Batavia, by the authorities of the 
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Jletberlands India government on the charge of high treason, as the 
capers connected with his arrest and the proceedings in the first stages 
)f the case were forwarded to your address. It appears that, by a 
lefinitive decree of the superior or high court of Java, jurisdiction of the 
:ase is entertained, and that the accused must stand a trial upon the 
nerits under "the act of accusation." For that trial the 14th Febru- 
uy,' instant, was fixed by competent authority. It seems, however, 
hat under the rules of practice m the courts of Java, the accused may 
jnparl for. thirty day lor absent testimony ; of which privilege it is the 
iesign of Mr. Gibson to avail himself, m order to be assisted by the 
presence of some of his countrymen, whose evidence in his behalf he 
deems essential to a proper and full defence. Mr. Gibson states that 
considerable stress is laid upon his possession of a diploma or travelling 
ticket from the Order of Odd-fellows in the Unitea States ; and that 
the authorities of Java are likely to be prejudiced against him by the 
absence of evidence to explain the innocent character of that paper. 
He also mentions the fact that his possession of a pair of silver epau- 
lets, with the motto "Excelsior" raised upon their shoulder, has given 
rise to dark surmises, and affects him in pubhc opinion. He complains 
bitterly of the unusual and unprecedented course which has been taken 
m bis case, and thus appeals for aid : 

" The abortive visit of the St. Mary's, as it is termed, has been made 
the subject of a great deal of annoying comment ; and I am well assured 
that stories have been assiduously spread among the native population 
of Batavia and Palembang, that an American war-ship came to take 
the American captain out of prison, but had been ordered off by the 
governor-ffeneral, &c., &c. After the lapse of time that has* taken 
place, and the manner of treating my case, I do think great injustice has 
been done to me ; and I beg to suggest the opinion that, in view of .all 
procedures connected with the seizure of the Flirt, leaving out all con- 
siderations with regard to my person, that it behooves the honor of the 
United States flag in these seas that one of her powerful steamships of 
War should visit Mintok and the roads of Palembang. At present, as 
regards the immediate action upon my case, it would be of the utmost 
importance that some United Stales oflScer were here, or oflBcial per- 
sonage, who should be nothing more than a mere witness on points pre- 
viously stated, that he might collect a thorough report of the case for 
the government at Washington. I pray for the presence of some official 
person as above suggested, however insignificant may be his station, 
Who may be enablea to assist me as witness and counsel. If there 
Were an American, if there was a consul here, I need not ask this ; but, 
though nominally so, there is virtually neither the one nor the other 
here. The American has lorgotten his country, and the commercial 
agent, who bears the name of consul, is a Dutchman; and though a 
good enough hearted man, is a thoroughly timid, non-committal mer- 
chant, who has not and who would not dare to take the slightest promi- 
nent part in my behalf." 

He suggests his intention to ask a postponement of his trial to 5th 
March, under the hope that, conjointly mth you, I may be enabled to 
send him the desired relief, &c., &c. 

I have examined the papers submitted to me by Mr. Gibson. I re- 
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gret to say that they afford strong persuasive evidence that if his hand 
has not executed, his heart conceived, a course of action exceedingly 
reprehensible upon the part of an American citizen. To be sure, ik 
style and tenor of the letter to the Sultan of Jambee could only have ex- 
cited laughter from the Sumatra chief, and in all probability would have j = 
insured the prompt expulsion of the bearer from the territory of Jambee. 
Yet it is evident from that document, from the letter of Graham, and his 
conduct at the time of his capture, that a Quixotic scheme had been 
formed to emulate in Jambee, by a forcible resistance to the authori^ of 
the Netherlands East India government, if necessary, the career of the 
Rajah of Sarawak, in the eastern archipelago. 

The existing relations between the Netherlands East Indies Company 
and the Sultan of Jambee nowhere appear among the papers, except io 
the dictum of the supreme court, which claims that the latter is a 
"subject" of the former. As the charge against Mr. Gibson is a charge 

. of high treason, it would be necessary to establish by jrroof in the case that 
the Sultan of Jambee owed allegiance and acknowledged the obliga- 
tion at some time prior to the date of that document, he being the or^ 
nal sovereign of Jambee; for it could not amount even to constructive 
treason that Gibson should have counselled war against the Netherlands 
East Indies government, unless the person so advised was then a sub- j 
ject owing allegiance, or a public enemy. The stern pursuit by the [ 
authorities of Java of this grave charge against Mr. Gibson, in the face 
of several preliminary decisions by the ordinary court for the trial of 
such cases, exhibits a sensitiveness in regard to the Sultan of Jambee 
which is per se suflScient to awaken investigation ol the character of 
the governmental claim upon his allegiance. While the government of 
the United States will punish any improper interference by their citi- 
zens between other established governments and their people, and cer- 
tainly wiU never countenance any effort to disturb the amicable rela- 
tions existing between neighboring countries; yet, when an American 
citizen is arraigned for trial upon so grave a charge before the tribunals 
of the power which claims the sovereignty, and his property, liberty of 
life, may be the forfeit in case of conviction, they will narrowly exam- 
ine the tenure by which such sovereignty is claimed, because its valid- 
ity enters into the essence of the judicial sentence. 

No matter how indiscreet the conduct of Mr. Gibson may have been, 
if it was not criminal in the proper judgment of the law, the United 
States would not submit to the infliction of punishment upon him for 
the alleged crime of treason. And when that crime depends essentially 
upon the establishment of such a fact as that the Sultan of Jambee is a 
"subject" of the Netherlands East Indies Company, the United States 
will require the proof of that fact to rest upon an indisputable founda- 
tion, and to appear most conclusively. 

Protection to the citizen cannot cease whenever he is merely accused 
of offence against a foreign power. It is at such a moment government 
should most promptly exercise its functions, because there only does it 
actively exhibit to its people the reciprocal value they obtain for alle* 
giance. A government which silently submits to the oppression of a 
citizen undrr the mere forms of law, could not be relied upon to vindi- 

catG his rights when ruthlessly mvaded. 1 «im svix^ ^^ ^as^rwK&^^^^f 
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the United States will not be exposed by its apathy in any case to such 
censure. The trial of Mr. Gibson, will not probably occur prior to the 
6th of March next ; and as he appeals under very peculiar circum- 
stances for the assistance of some of his countrymen clothed with offi- 
cial distinction, to aid in counselling him, to afford evidence of the 
harmlessness of an Odd-Fellow's travelling ticket, (an innocent and 
most charitable companion,) or at least to gather up the record of 
bis trial, in order that his goveriypent may see the facts hereafter cor- 
rectly, I take the liberty to submit to your consideration, as the com- 
manding officer of the United States squadron on this station, the pro- 
priety of despatching to Batavia one of the vessels under your orders 
in time to afford to Mr. Gibson the testimony and aid he requests, and 
to the Netherlands East India government a silent assurance that the 
United States watches with sleepless vigilance over the rights of her 
citizens. 

This case is marked by singular peculiarities. I can perceive the 
probable authority by opposition to decisions by the court below on 

auestions of law to compel a decision upon the question of fact; bu 
lere is in this peculiar danger that the mere dictum of the supreme 
court will be permitted to control the subordinate tribunal ultimately in 
the decision of the main fact of the case. Mr. Gibson must have a fair 
opportunity to be heard, and to establish his innocence, before his guilt 
is decreed and the sentence executed. • 

I suggest likewise that common humanity demands that some limit 
should be fixed within which a litigation hke this may be terminated. 
Its existence is destructive of the property arrested, and of the liberty 
of the party, whose hardship no pecuniary compensation can hereafter 
adequately atone for, when he shall have been acquitted and discharged. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Commodore John Aulick, 

Commanding U. 5. Squadron East Indus station. 



No. 3. 

Commodore Aulick to Mr. Marshall. 

United States Steam-frigate Susquehanna, 

' Blenheim RecLch, 25th Febrtiary. 1853. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication dated Macao, 22d February, in reference to the detention of 
Mr. Walter M. Gibson, an American citizen, in the prison of Batavia, 
by the authorities of the Netherlands India government, on a charge of 
high treason. 

Having, in consequence of bad health, and in conformity with the ad- 
vice of the medical oflScers of the squadron, and others, residents on this 
station, well acquainted with the nature of the climate and \v.a A\^e^^^^^ 
determined to withdraw from the cbmmand of the squadron and xeXwtw 
to the United States by the steamer of the 11th prox\mD, aad\ievck^ ^ci 
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much occupied with the necessary preparations to transfer the a&irs 
of the squadron to the senior oflScer (Commander Kelly) left in charge, 
I regret that it will not be in my power to answer your, communication 
in detail, and more to my own satisfaction. I, however, enclose here- 
with a copy of the first communication I received from Mr. Gibson 
stating his condition, and asking my aid ; also my answer to the same, 
giving my reasons for not being able at that time to comply with his 
request. I enclose, also, a copy of a letter to Mr. Cramerus, acting 
United States consul at Batavia, a copy of which was also enclosed to 
Mr. Gibson. You will find enclosed, also, a copy of the paper signed 
by Mr. Gibson, and upon which the accusation of treasonable intentions 
is based ; and a letter from his mate, Graham, and a letter from Mr. 
Cramerus, enclosing the one from Mr. Gibson. 

Subsequent to this, the St. Mary's arrived from California on her way 
to the United States, and I gladly availed myself of this opportunity, j 
and directed Commander Magruder to visit Batavia, thoroughly investi- \ 
gate the matter, make himself fully acquainted with its details, and I 
afford any aid and assistance in his power to Mr. Gibson, and to report 
to me and the Navy Department the result. \ 

I enclose herewith a copy of the report of Commander Magruder, ^ 
containing his correspondence with the governor-general, and all the » 
information he was able to obtain on the subject. I have since received ^ 
a lengthy communication fi-om Mr. Gibson, dated 26th September, and ] 
another, dated 28th November, 1852, which I enclose also. 

Since writing the above, I have found a package of letters and copies 1 
of letters from Mr. Gibson to Mr. Shaw, United States consul at Singa- j 
pore, and from the latter gentleman to me, which though not confined 
to Mr. Gibson's case entirely, throw considerable light upon the subject ; 
and believing their perusal may be acceptable to you, they are for- 
warded herewith. 

These papers will put you in possession of all the reliable information 
I have on the subject. Not having retained copies of them, I must re- 
quest the favor of you to return them to me previous to my departure 
on the 11th proximo. But if this cannot be conveniently done^ be 
pleased to enclose them to Commander Kelly, through H. Antbon. jr., 
esq.. United States consul at Hong Kong. At all events, the last men- 
tioned package, which contains much matter of a private character, be 
pleased to return previous to my departure. 

I have referred to the case of Mr. Gibson in several of my despatches 
to the department, and have forwarded most of the letters on that sub- 
ject to the Secretary of the Navy, with a view to our government's 
bringing the matter before that of the Netherlands. 

Your communication will be left with my successor in command on 
the station, who, I doubt not, will do all in his power to comply with 
the suggestions contained therein. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. AULICK, 
Commanding U. 8. naval forces^ East India and China seas. 

Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

United St>ates Commissioner to China. 
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No, 4. 

Macao, March 2, 1853. 

Sir : Your reply lo my note of the 22d ultimo was received last 
nrening. 

Your suggestion that my note will be referred to your successor m the 
sotnmand of the squadron, must have been designed as a declension to 
LCt in the case in accordance with the prayer of Mr. Gibson, because 
ds trial will have occurred before your successor shall be installed. 

It reniains for me, therefore, only to return to you the papers en- 
closed for my perusal, (most of which I have seen heretofore,) and lo 
^bscribe myself your obedient servant, % 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Commodore J. H. Aulick, 

Commanding Z7. 8. naval forces East India and China seasy 

Victoria harbor^ Hong Kong. 

XMBcial — ^No. 8.] Legation op United States, Macao, 

March 7, 1853. 

Sir : I enclose a circular addressed by me to the consuls of the 
Diiited States in China, announcing the reception of the official intelli- 
BWDce of the death of Hon. Daniel Webster, late Secretary of State of 
ttK United States of America. A knowledge of this deplorable event 
p^as long since brought home to every American in China through the 
Ibclumns of the American and British press. Notwithstanding, I deemed 
fe. proper that an official annunciation of it should appear in the archives 
o«f this legation and of every consulate. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servtint, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 

Hon. Edward Everett, 

Secretary of State, Washington city, D. C 

CIRCULAR. 

Legation of the United States, Canton, 

February 22, 1858. 

^Official information has reached this legation of the death of the 
^fioTL Daniel Webster, late the Secretary of State of the United States. 
^ Intelligence of this deplorable event, by which the United States 
Pteve been deprived of a consummate statesman and an ardent patriot, 
mks been already received by the citizens of the United Stales, in all 
Iparters of the earth, with the most profound sensibility. 
^ To manifest the respect which is due to the memory of the deceased, 
■he members of the legation of the United States in China will wear 
file usual badge of mourning for thirty days from this date. 

The consuls of the United States in China will display the flag of 
Hbe United Stales at half-mast on the day of receiving this circular. 
^ HUMPHREY MA.R811MA., 

CommisnofMT U* S. A* 



78 H. Doc. 123. 

[Official — ^No. 9.] Legation op United States, Macao, 

March 8, 1853. 

Sir : I transmit, enclosed, a circular (A) addressed by me, on the 3d 
inst, to the several consuls and acting consuls of the United Stales ia 
China. The information it requires is absolutely necessary to an in- 
telligent exercise of my official functions. When I shall have sys*' 
tematized the same as derived from the replies, I will submit the re- 
sult to your consideration. I shall follow up this by such requisition 
for quarterly reports from the consulates to this legation, as will insure 
the performance, by those officers, of the various duties required of 
them by the act of Congress of 1848, or will enable me to surest the 
proper corrective for repeated failure or incapacity. 

The Department ot State has long since been placed in possession 
of the facts which are said to exist at Fuhchow, one of the five ports, 
whereby it appears that some citizens of the United States, who reside 
in Fuhchow for missionary purposes, have been deprived of the enjoy- 
ment of a leasehold for which they paid in advance to the proprietor. The 
difficulties which were to be apprehended in executing the seventeenth 
article of the treaty, because ot the presence of the words " having due 
regard to the feelings of the people in the location thereof," were sug- 
gested by my predecessor, Hon. A. H. Everett, when the case of Dr. 
Brigman was under discussion. But it did not occur to him that the 
toleration of one abuse of the treaty, by submission, would so soon lead 
to more extended demands by the Chinese. They now attempt so to 
construe the treaty, that the objection of a single person in the comrnvrnti 
will prevent the local authorities of the two countries from determining 
the site for a building for the accommodation of a foreigner. Such a 
construction must defeat the operation of the seventeenth clause alto- 
gether, since there nevv will be wanting some one to object. In my 
opinion, it will be wise to enforce the fair interpretation of the treaty, 
and to make the Fuhchow case decisive of the question, whether we 
mean to hold that clause inviolate, or give it up altogether. My reply 
(B) to the last appeal of the Rev. D. Maclay (who remains in charge 
of the Methodist Episcopal mission at Fuhchow) is now transmitted to 
the department. 

There is not another movement among nations, at the present moment, 
so replete with interest to the United States as the policy of foreign 

r)wers connected with the Chinese emigration that has just commenced, 
am reUably informed that two thousand active, able-bodied, healthy 
men, have been shipped this year from China to Sidney ; large num- 
bers to Demerara ; more than four thousand heretofore to Peru ; and 
that arrangements are made to conduct this emigration to the British 
West Indies hereafter, on a most extensive scale, under the immediate 
auspices of the British government. Should that power seriously un- 
dertake to populate her West India possessions and her colonies on the 
coast of South America with . Chinese laborers, who have no idea, 
however, of the right of popular participation in the direction of gov- 
ernment, the effect to be produced upon the industrial interests of the 
planting States of the United States, and upon the institutions of the 
republics of South America, must necessarily be most disastrous to 
them. 
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have been enabled to obtain a handbiU printed or written in the 
nese language, and extensively circulated through the southern part 
Dbina, exhibiting the inducements to the Chinese to emigrate, and 
terms on which such emigration will be conducted. I send here- 
ii a translation of that paper into the English language, (marked C ;) 
s forms of the contract into which the Chinese are made to enter, " 
1 in the English agency and that for Peru, marked D and E. 
Ihekut is no other than one Mr. Scott, who, I have reason to believe, 
Is an appointment, direct from the home government in London, as 
iperintendent of the Chinese emigration." It may be possible that 
funds are furnished through a banker, but I am satisfied that he 
rates by the credit of the government. The subjugation and op- 
ssion of British Tndia has been effected by the East India Company ; 
population of the whole valley of the Amazon may be attempted 
3ugh a similar instrumentality ; but in both cases the results inure 
he government at St. James. 

rhere are many points of view from which a mere glance at the 
Is connected with this emigration will exhibit the deep interest with 
ich its progress will be watched by an enlightened Anierican admin- 
ation : 

1st. The emigrants undergo an examination by a medical inspector, 
accepts only such as are in the vigor of life, free from disease, 
ilthy, well- formed, and able. This fact indicates the physique of the 
inese emigrants. 

Jd. They are agriculturists, acclimated to the tropics, accustomed 
hard labor and exposure, and especially versed m the culture of 
[ar, cotton, and rice. 

W. They belong to a class which, as connected with the country it 
proposed to occupy, may be said to be exhaustless, since there are 
Y millions of people alone in the Siang Kiang, and nearly as many 
5ach vice-royalty of this empire. 

Ith. The terms for which they engage, and the rates of their wages, 
Ji the estimated cost of subsistence and clothing, prove that the ex- 
iment is designed to be seriously made, and when made, that it must 
)ress the entire planting interest of the United States. The total 
t of the Chinese laborer is estimated at eighty dollars per annum, 
ich is far below the cost of slave labor, independent of the risk which 
planter runs in his original investment. The Chinaman lives on rice 
ncipally, and that staple will be produced at mere nominal rates in 
country to which he is emigrating. He is patient of labor, tractable, 
idient as a slave, and frugal. When he shall occupy a leasehold on 
ich to exert the energy and skill he possesses, he will compel from 
earth the maximum production of which it is capable, and, under 
atever circumstances, will create a competition against which it must 
difficult to struggle. 

ith. The geographical position ofDemerara gives to a strong British 
Dny there the command of the Amazon valley, and of the entrance into 
Caribbean sea, besides all the trade from the south with the Wind- 
rd islands. 

'. will not elaborate the views which these suggestions devclope as 
urring to my own mind ; but I shall be glad to know if the l^resident 
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deems amy step lo prevent the use of American shipping in the further- 
ance of this emigration proper and politic. It is against the law of 
China for the citizen to depart the realm, and none do leave ex- 
cept by the connivance of oflScials, who corruptly receive bribes to suf- 
fer them to pass. If the President should desire to manifest the disin- 
clination of the United States to the progress of this emigration, an order 
to the American consuls to refuse clearance to any ship under American 
papers and colors, carrying coolies from China, would at once confine 
the trade to the shipping of other nations, and might, possibly, induce 
Great Britain to halt in this scheme so at war with an established prin- 
ciple of American policy. 

I would attract your attention to the fact that there is not in this lega- 
tion a single volume of the State Papers, or of the journals of the convenr 
tion, or of the debates of Congress, or of the diplomatic correspondence 
of the United States. Dr. Parker says none have ever been here 
within his knowledge. I earnestly request that you will cause ihejkll 
Md to be made out, and forwarded to my address at Canton, so as to 
afibrd the legation the benefit, not only of reference, but of reading. 

I have made sedulous inquiry in Canton for a residence, but none 
can be obtained. I have tried to rent a suite of rooms without success. 
The entire foreign population is compressed into the small space about 
the foreigners' gardens ; and they who are engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness occupy and forestall the houses to be let— all of which are con- 
nected with stores. 

This compression is the result of the refusal of the Chinese authori- 
ties to ppen the city gates to foreigners, and of the avowed disinclina- 
tion of the people to permit the settlement of foreigners among them. 
Houses rent at Canton variously from $2,000 to $3,000 per annum, 
which, adding 25 per cent, for exchanges against London, shows the im- 
practicability of obtaining a suitable estabUshment for the officials of the 
United States, unless they shall be authorized to rent, as do the minis- 
ters at London and Pfins. The British government has an official 
residence for the supenntendent of trade, which is ovmed by the gov- 
ernment. I respectfully suggest, that an outlay of •$15,000 will procure 
a good establishment at Canton for the American officials, which can 
be disposed of without loss at any time. My predecessors in the office 
of Commissioner have generally resided at Macao, where rents are 
cheap, or have lived with some mercantile fnends at Canton. I sub- 
mit to you, sir, that neither course is proper. At Macao a residence is 
agreeable ; but the presence of the minister and an official estabUsh- 
ment are not without their due influence on the minds of the Chinese, 
who, above all else, rely on forms and etiquette. 

If the President would expressly authorize me to select my residence 
at any of the free ports, I might find Shanghai preferable to Canton, if 
it should be feasible to communicate thence conveniently with the impe- 
rial commissioner. I have, personally, no preference, and my sugges- 
tions merely embrace the idea of referring the question of his residence 
to the Commissioner as one which he can best determine from the cir- 
cumstances and interests which surround him here. In any event, how- 
ever, there is more propriety in allowing him rent for his office here 
than at any foreign court where the United States main tainfl a minister. 



H. Doc. 123. 81 

I csmnot close this communication without calling your attention to 
the many points referred bj the acting charge ad interim to the depart- 
ment for definite instructions thereon, and to the silence which was 
preserved by your predecessor. The case of the Robert Bowne'' in- 
volves one most important principle. It seems, from the discussion of 
that case, that the acting imperial commissioner declined to hear the 
testimony of six American seamen in a Chinese yamun, (court,) and, 
notwithstanding the representation of their materiality by the acting 
charge of the United States, did refuse to pronounce the guilt of pirates 
upon their testimony. A partial remedy for this evil may be found in 
an act investing the Commissioner of the United States with judicial 
powers to hear and determine cases of piracy occurring on the high 
seas. The laws now invest him with judicial powers as a court of last 
resort in cases of insurrection and murder, (see act 1848 ;) and surely, 
if he can l>e intrusted with the ultimate determination of a cause involv- 
ing the life of an American citizen, in any event, he may well be in- 
vested with power to render judgment on a verdict by a jury in a case 
of piracy on the high seas. Such trial might be conducted on board 
of an American man-of-war, and would at once economize means and 
insure speedy justice. But the proposed jurisdiction does not affect the 
principle adopted by the Chinese tribunal in cases of piracy committed 
within the dominions of China. These, by the treaty, are cognizable 
by the Chinese judicial tribunals. It may well happen that an Amer- 
ican citizen would be the person assailed, and the only witness of the 
crime. To determine not to hear his testimony on the ground of in- 
competency , when unassailed as to its credibility, is the adoption of xi 
principle to which the United States cannot, in justice to her own citi- 
zens, longer submit. I am prepared to discuss it whenever you shall 
bdicate the propriety of an official communication by me to the impe- 
rial commissioner in regard to it, and I would do so at any rate but 
for the peculiar status of the question. I enclose herewith (marked F) 
ascheoule of the consular estabhshment of Great Britain in China, by 
which you will perceive that an interpreter and Chinese writer are at- 
tached to each of the British consulates. The difficulty of acquiring a 
thorough knowledge of the written characters of the Chinese language 
is such, that unless the government of the United States will adopt 
means to supply to their public service in China competent interpre- 
ters, it may find the correspondence with the imperial commissioner 
closed by any accident affecting the interpreter now employed. Great 
Britain and France, with creditable forecast, employ a number of per- 
sons attached to their consulates with the purpose of acquiring the Chinese 
language; for a command of the language of a country is an essential 
prerequisite to the acquisition of influence over the mind or policy of 
the people. With an ardent desire that the United States may be pre- 
pared for that struggle which they must make hereafter with Great 
Britain for the commerce of eastern Asia, I have taken the liberty to 
submit the exhibit (F) to your consideration, under the hope that some 
^eans may be devised to place the public on a proper footing in this 
particular. Something may bs done under the power given to the 
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Commissioner by the act of 1848 by well-devised r^[i]latioii8 here, but 
more by the assistance of the executive department at home. The 
American consulates in China are grossly deficient in the means of ac- 
quiring information and in communicating it to the Chinese in the lan- 
guage of the latter ; while the accomplishment in this particular of the 
British consulates will, by degrees, enable the officers of that power to 
exercise a controlling influence over the determination of questions 
which your corps of consuls will not understand. I shall be gratified 
to have your views, sir, as to the probability of the executive depart- 
ment lending assistance to the Commissioner in carrying out regulations 
by which an interpreter may be employed at each of the American 
consulates in China. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

To Hon. Sbcrbtabt of State of U. S. A., 

Washington dty. 



A. 

Circular. 

Macao, March 3, 1853. 

1. Sir : It is desired to have an official statement from your office ol 
the amount of American trade (United States) with the port for wbich 
you are consul; distinguishing, year by year, the number of vessels en- 
tered and the number cleared, their tonnage, the duties paid to the 
Chinese government annually, (stated in ddlars,) and any other fact 
within your knowledge which will place me in possession of distinct and 
precise information as to the progress of trade between the United 
State!^ and China at the port where your official functions are exercised. 

2. Commence this statement, if you please, with 1844. You will 
render an account, also, of the receipts and expenditures of your con- 
sular judicial court of proceedings; stating the number of cases you 
have decided, the amounts claimed, the amounts adjudged, and the pun- 
ishments you have infficted upon any American citizen or citizens under 
your criminal jurisdiction, commencing with your appointment to office.' 

3. You will obUge me by furnishing as accurate a statement as yon 
can of the Chinese emigration from your port or its vicinity ; distinguish- 
ing therein — 1st. The provinces whence the emigrants came 2d. The 
nation to which the vessel belonged on which they embarked. 3d- 
Their destination. 4th. Whether they emigrated under a contract to 
labor for a term of years, or as passengers seeking the destinatiwi for 
pleasure, or in pursuit of business on their own account. If under coo- 
tract, if you can, state the party and furnish me a form of the agreement. 
5th. The total number emigrating each year since 1849. . 

4. You will also please to forward to me copies of the annual state- ' 
ments you have made of the vessels cleared and entered, and of their | 
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cargoes, &c.,bs required by the treaty, fcjr the inspection ef the imperial 
board of revenue. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Cammistianer of U. 8. America. 

To , Esq., 

Consul of the U. S.^port of , China. 



B. 
Mr. Marshall to Rev. D. Maday. 

Macao, February 25, 1863. 

Sib : I now acknowledge the receipt of your letter to the acting 
charg6 d^ affaires ad interim^ dated in December last, in which were 
enclosed certain bills of particulars exhibiting the damages sustained by 
the American citizens in whose behalf you act, by reason of the inter- 
ference of the local authorities at Fuhchow to prevent their enjoyment 
of a leasehold which they have acquired in the Olive orchard near 
Fuhchow. 

Your communication would have been acknowledged at an earlier 
day than this, but I desired to accompany my reply with a statement 
of a satisfactory settlement of that afi&u: with his excellency the Chinese 
imperial commissioner, to whom it has been my purpose to represent 
the necessity of an immediate disposition of it. 

My failure to communicate with that oflScer at Canton, and circum- 
stances beyond my control, which thus fer have prevented my process 
to the north, admonish me of the propriety of informing you, without 
fiirther delay, that your interests are not forgotten, and will not, tdti" 
nuudyj be sacrificed by the government of the United States. 

The protection of the rights and vindication from oppression and in- 
justice, from whatever quarter, of all citizens of the United States in 
China, is regarded as my paramount obligation to the government I 
represent. So far as my oflScial power extends, and my duty permits, 
the citizens of the United States m China may confidently rely upon a 
timely exertion of them, in good faith and with becoming energy, for 
their protection and the security of all their rights and privileges. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Rev. D. Maclay, 
Fuhchow^ China. 



C. 

Translated from the Chinese language. 

There bein^ at present a scarcity of labor in theBi\\is\\NJe^t\wiL\^^ 
^^nds for the purposes of planting the sugar-caxie Bad iftsJiBMv^ «vx^^^ 



84 H. Doc. 12B. 

cotton, coffee, and other products of that country, it is now desiraWe 
that strong, healthy Chinese, practised in farming, should go to that 
country to work. 

The climate of that country resembles Senchowfoo ; there is no odd 
there, as in China. 

The implements of work are very similar to those used in China for 
the cultivation of the sugar-cane, paddy, and rice. 

It is true that the distance to that country is very great, but still, 
when everything is prepared for the voyage, it can be performed with 
ease and comfort by all men. 

After their arrival at port, and becoming acquainted with that country, 
every one will be satisfied ; in their hearts they will rejoice the same as 
if they were in their own towns and villages. The customs and usages 
of the Chinese will not be interfered with nor interrupted. 

If the workmen who go should desire to send letters to their fathers 
or mothers, brothers or relations, it can be done twice every month. 
Should they have any remittances in money to make, they^can do so 
safely either two or three times a year. ^ 

It is important that, at the start, they should become parties to an 
agreement wherein they will stipulate to work in this country for five 
years. After arriving at the port, and when the work of one year or 
one yejir and a half shall have been done, if they should be desirous of 
not fulfilling the term for five years, they can then be released from 
their agreement, and they will be permitted to lease land on which to 
dwell as their own masters. In such a case, however, they would be 
required to pay a small tax or ground-rent to the proprietor of the land. 

Moreover, if before the expiration of one year the parties to the con- 
tract should conclude not to fulfil their articles of agreement, then they 
will be required to return some of the ship money, (paid for passage,) as 
may be fixed upon. 

All who consent to the agreement will be paid two months' wages t» 
ddvance, and will receive two suits of clothes — one suit of which will be 
• of cotton cloth — two pairs of stockings, two pairs of shoes, one foreign 
blanket, one bat, (rain,) and one hat, (summer.^ These things will be 
given to the men, and they will not be required to pay for them. But 
after the arrival at the port, the two months' wages which have been ad- 
vanced will be deducted from the wages of succeeding months, at the 
rate of one dollar per month, until the sum advanced shall be repaid- 
Each workman will be paid, after his arrival, at the rate of four dollars 
a month in advance; and there will be given to him, free of chaige, two 
suits of clothing each year, and medical attendance, if required. Weno^ 
proceed to explain and make plain the allowance of lood each week- 
of white rice or flour, 10 J pounds; of beef, pork, or salt fish, 4 pounds; 
of sugar, 1 pound ; of tea, two and a half teels, about one ounce i^ 
weight. They who wish to furnish their own provisions will be allowed 
the sum of two dollars a month. 

There will also be set aside one man of land, where they may culti' 
vate their own vegetables. 

On Sundays, if there is no important work to be done, they will not 
be required to work; but if at such times it is important that tbeV 
should work, extra pay will be given. 
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. Should any person wish to take with him his wife and children, free 
passages wiU oe granted to them; and, in addition to the aforesaid 
wages, each person will be allowed a small extra pay; and if on their 
arrival at the port the wife and children are able to work, they shall 
be paid for their services. 

AH those persons who a^ee to the aforesaid conditions and break 
the agreement, whereby injury shall be received, will be judged by 
the law of that country. Therefore, it is necessary to understand the 
agreement, and to comply with it. As words are not binding, articles 
of agreement must be entered into, which will stand as proof of the 
contract. 

On board of every vessel carrying these workmen there will be an 
interpreter, who will accompany them to the port, and will remain 
with them one or two years after their arrival to act as interpreter for 
them, to explain their wishes, and to explain to them the laws of that 
land in which they go to live. 

Finally, all Chinese who wish to go to that port to work may come 
to Shekutj in the great street, and consult face to face. 

Heenfang, — year, — mooUi — day. {A. D. 185-.) 



D. 

This agreement, made between , of the district of , in 

China, and the agent in behalf of the English colony , comprising 

the following conditions: 

, of his own free will, engages to go by the ship > — » 

commanded by Captain , to . On arrival, he will 

be informed of all the rules and regulations of the place ; and the 
agent or the superintendent of the workmen thSe will provide him 
with an employer, with whom he will enter into an agreement to work 
for five years from the date of the arrival of the ship, either in serving 
and planting in a menial capacity 5 or in weeding, hoeing, or in plant- 
ing sugar-cane; or as a shepherd; or in digging ditches or grounds, 
bmlding walls, and fences, and foundations — in short, every description 
of servile labor. The daily labor required will be comprised between 
the hours of half-after four and nine ; and it is expected that work will 
be done submissively, diligently, and without needless interruption* 
Moreover, he will not be permitted to do any work or job secretly for 
himself, or for any other person ; nor will he be allowed without cause 
to leave his work. 

From the monthly wages as agreed upon there will be deducted 
one dollar, in order to make up the advance already received, until it 
shall have been entirely repaid. 

It is moreover conditioned, that on board the ship which carries him 
to his destination he will be supplied with food during the whole pas- 
sage. On arrival, the superintendent or agent, as already expressed, 
^iU make choice of and fix the labor suitable to be followed, and 
which shall be paid for each EngUsh month at the rate of four Spanish 
dollars ; and each year there will be given two suits of clothes^ com.- 
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prising two cotton jackets and trowsers, one bamboo hat, one felt hat, 
one felt coverlid; and, in case of fallbg ill, he will be furnished with 
medicines. 

The supply of food will also be abundant. Each seven days there 
will be furnished to him ten pounds of rice, three and a half pounds of 
either beef, pork, or fish, one pound of sugar, three teels of tea; but if 

should prefer not to take this allowance of food, he will be 

paid, in lieu of it, two dollars. He will also be granted a piece of land, 
which he may cultivate as he likes. On Sundays no work is to be 
done, except in case of necessity, and the twenty-four cents additional 
pay will be given. 

Further, if on arrival ' should reject his contract and not 

care to fulfil it, at his own convenience he can have one month^s notice 
in which to make it known ; and in such a case he will be required to 
repay the expense incurred in passage-money, cost of sending him to 
the port, for which one year will be allowed to him. 



F. 

List of the estahluhment of Chinese interpreters^ Europeans and natives, cm- 
played by the British government in China, 

Superintendency of Trade. 

Per amnnii' 

W. H. Medhurst, esq., Chinese secretary ^£1,000 00 

W. C Morrison, esq., assistant secretary- 400 00 

T. Wade, esq., second assistant secretary 400 00 

Four Chinese writers 167 10 

Canton consulate. 

H. S. Parker, esq , interpreter 700 00 

Three Chinese writers 150 00 

* Amoy consulate. 

C. A. Sinclair, esq., interpret©: 500 00 

Two Chinese writers 100 00 

Foochowfoo consulate. 

J. A. T. Meadows, esq., interpreter 500 00 

One Chinese writer 40 00 

Ningpoo consulate. 

J. k. T. Meadows, esq., interpreter 500 00 , 

One Chinese writer 40 00 
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Shanghai consukue. 

T. T. Meadows, esq., interpreter £800 00 

Three Chinese writers 170 00 



FREDERICK HARVEY. 

SUPBRINTENDENCY OF TrADE, 

Hang Kongy January 24, 1863. 



Mr. Marshall to the Secretary of State. 

[Official— Na 10.] Macoa, March 19, 1853. 

Sir : Since the transmission of my last despatch, I have received a 
letter, with accompanying papers, from Mr. W. M. Gibson, the Ameri- 
can prisoner at Batavia, which I forward herewith (A and B) for your 
consideration. His trial having occurred, I have not addressed the 
successor of Commodore Aulick upon the subject of despatching a 
man-of-war to Batavia; for, should an appeal be taken from the judg- 
ment of the inferior court in his case, the President will have had a 
foil opportunity to determine the course of action of the United States 
before the appeal will be finally passed upon by the -supreme court of 
Java. 

I submit the correspondence between Commander Kelly and myself, 
(C and D,) by which you will perceive that I am on the eve of my de part- 
ore for the ancient capital of Nankin, situated on the Yangtze Kiang, 
one hundred and fifty miles above Shanghai, and that I may be making 
a regular approach to the imperial city of Pekin. Should I be as un* 
successful in obtaining an interview at Nankin with the governor-gene- 
ral of the Siang Kiang as I was in seeking the imperial commissioner 
at Canton, nothing wiU remain but to proceed to Tien Tsin, near the 
mouth of the Peiho, and to demand an audience directly at Pekin. I 
shall not be surprised to find at Nankin a second Emperor installed^ in 
the person of Teentih, the rebel chief, as it has been rumored that he 
designed to assume the diadem on the capture of the " southern capital." 
If the city of iNankin has not fallen, then I shall at least have an oppor- 
tunity for a close reconnoissance of the contending armies, and to ac- 
quire something like reliable information as to the character, purposes, 
and prospects of the " rebellion." 

It is of course a matter of interest to all western nations to uiider- 
stand what changes, if any, of national policy and conduct on the part 
of die Chinese may be expected from a disruption of the present em- 
pire and the installation of a new dynasty. Such information cannot 
oe acquired at this distance from the theatre of the war. Indeed, here 
one can no more understand how to extract advantages from the char- 
acter of passing events in China than if he were in London or Wash- 
ington. It is my purpose to urge upon the imperial government the 
Unmediate settlement of such claims of American citizens as are liqui- 
dated, but unpaid, and the rectification of such abuses o£ \he t\^v$. oS. 
the citizens of the United States as have heretofore given occ^\ow S.ox 
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formal complaint. It is a mockery to keep the representatives of Ghreat 
Britain, France, and the United States, dancing attendance at CantOD, 
in order to transact business with an imperial commissioner, when years 
are permitted to elapse, during which time no such public functionary 
visits Canton to receive their communication or to confer with th^n oo 
public affairs. 

Sen, who was imperial commissioner, was ordered to the army in 
Kwang Se two years since, and, without returning to Canton, has been 
disgraced, by imperial decree, on account of his failure to suppress the 
rebellion. Y^6, acting commissioner, was also ordered to the northern 

gart of Kwang Tang province, and has been for a year or more absent 
[e is now promoted to the governor generalship of the Siang Kwang, 
vice Sen, disgraced ; but being with a command in the army, it is 
more than probable he will be disgraced in turn before he returns to 
Canton. In the present condition of China, foreign affairs scarcely re- 
ceive a passing notice from these officials; and the public functionaries 
of the Christian western nations are sometimes told " there is no leisure" 
to attend to them, even by the acting governor-general of a province* 
If the channels of communication established by the treaty are closed, 
despite the efforts of the imperial authority at Pekiii, all violations of 
treaty stipulations to remain unredressed, or reclamations to be indefi- 
nitely postponed, rather than to urge upon the imperial chief the pro- 
priety of admitting to the seat of his government the accredited organs 
of those powers with which he has made treaties, in order that flieir 
grievances may be heard and remedied. 

The present state of the provinces, and the continued success of the 
"rebels," place the Emperor in a position in which, if ever, he may be 
expected to treat the functionaries of other governments with increased 
and becoming consideration. At all events, so far as an efibrt of mine i 
may tend to establish the intercourse between the United States and I 
China upon a basis approaching more nearly an acknowledgment of i 
equahty between the two governments than has heretofore been ) 
allowed, it shall be honestly made, and at whatever moment of time shaU 
seem most likely to crown it with success. 

I am entirely satisfied that the imperial seclusion in whifch his Celes- \ 
tlal Miijesty has heretofore been shrouded, is the result of artful man- j 
agement upon the part of that class commonly called mandarins, who I 
hold tJie governments of the provinces — the collection of duties, taxes, 
and revenue, by whatever means raised, the administration of justice— 
and who grow rich by exactions from the masses, or by a corrupt con- 
nivance at violations of the law. When this class prove themselves 
impotent to defend their provinces, and to preserve peace within the 
realm, it is by no means impossible that his Majesty may awaken from 
the delusion which has led him to suppose his throne superior to other 
governments of the world. Then, timely and properly pressed, he 
may extend voluntarily to other powers that courtesy which has been 
heretofore denied. The letter of the acting consul at Shanghai (E) to 
me, and the extracts from communications from very intelligent Ameri- 
can merchants at Canton and Hong Kong, (F,) will prove to you tiic | 
easiest approach of a crisis in the fortunes of the reigning dynasty* i 
The war threatens Senchow and Shaiv^aai \o %\xc\\ degiee^ that her | 
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Britannic Majesty*s minister, Sir George Bonham, governor of the 
colony of Hong Kong, has been applied to by the British consul at 
Shanghai for the presence of additional men-of-war to protect the for- 
eign factories at Shanghai ; and that officer, with his secretary, interpre- 
ter, &c., at once departed in the Hermes, having the Lilly sloop-of-war 
in tow. His promptness in action affords a first-rate exemplification of 
the propriety of my recommendation in an earlier despatch, viz : to 
have two or three small steamers on this station, and subject to the 
orders of the Commissioner, Though Commander Kelly promptly 
placed the Susquehanna at my disposaJ, you will perceive that, when 
wanted^ she has first to be caulked to fit her for the voyage ; and that, 
consequently, the British minister hearing from Shanghai by the same 
mail that brought my advices from the American consul, departs with 

his force immediately, and will have arrived fi'om Shanghai some time 

before I can be in readiness to start. 
I shall write you more at large on the condition of this country 

(which is certainly most convulsed by internal war) after I shall have 

visited Nankin. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
The Hon. Seoretary of State. 






r: Prison op Weltevredbn, Batavia, 

^; February 25, 1853. 

^L Sir: Presuming that you have received my communicatioiAf the 
28th ultimo, along with various documents relative 4o my case, as also 
a subsequent letter per Chusan, I now desire to inform you that my 
trial has taken place before the court of justice of Batavia, having oc- 
cupied a period of ten days, commencing on the 14th, and terminating 
on the 23d of this month— that is to say, the session only has taken up 
C this time, as the court has taken eight more days for deliberation, and 
I ::^^ will announce their verdict on the 2d proximo. 

^> 3J Every resource that the government could bring to bear in the case 
aJ has been brought forward with marvelJous pertinacity ; and although, 
j^i as I have said in a previous letter, there is little doubt about my re- 
' "f ceiving a verdict ot acquittal from the local court of Batavia, there 
> f kerns also as little doubt but that exceptions will again be taken by 
- f the procureur-general, and that I shall ultimately be condemned by the 
high court of Netherlands India. 
The requisition of the attorney general for my punishment in behalf 
u of government is, " to stand in the pillory or under the gallows with a 
sb? halter round my neck for one hour, to undergo twelve years of hard 
^l labor, to pay the costs of the process, (about 42,000 florins,) to be pro- 
^ claimed infamous, and afterwards perpetually banished from Netner- 
ogi. lands India ;" and this for the sole act of the Malay letter, which, if even 
rxs^ fcUy proven to have been knowingly dictated and sent \i^ iae/\?> \3u^\w^ 
ai 5- of Itself so absurd, that there must be other motivea vWxi ^ ^e€\i^ ^<^^ 
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justice and a preservation of die public oeaoe, to cause such a Tiruleut 
prosecution against me on the sunple foundation of the letter U> tba 
bultanof Jambee. 

I send you herewith a copy of the Malay letter in the original Arable 
character ; then a copy in European charactar, with the Dutch ortfaog^ 
raphv ; and besides, a copy witn the English orthcgraphy of the Malay 
words, along with a verbatim translation into English. You will per- 
ceive sever^ points of difference between the origmal and the English 
version of it given to Captain Magruder as beii^ a correct translatioii, 
which differences I have noted on the interlined copy. 

Now, this letter is the whole "head and front of my offending," and 
t is by no means proven that I did or could have dictated it ; but> on 
the contrary, it is fully established that I was absent at a wedding 
feast during tlie whole time of its concoction. I cannot now enter into 
any detail of all the collateral points of the case having reference to 
my conduct and disposition towards this government, but simply wish 
to assure you that I nope for nothing else in this world so much, at 
present, as that the authorities of my country may examine into every 
particle of evidence in the case, which I am sure will baffle the belief 
of Americans that so much absurdity and injustice should emanate from 
an enlightened Dutch government. But the whole affair originated in 
the personal feelings of the principal oflBcials at Palembang; they and 
the Malay policemen have been the only witnesses for the prosecutioo 
in this case of tiieir own creation. There is no longer a shadow of 
doubt about the resident and other* functionaries at ralembang being 
aware of the occurrence before it took place ; and they have been de- 
nounced, in the most energetic terms, by my advocates for their mis- 
erable espionage. F. Alting Mees, esq., and G. Matthiessen, esq., my 
advocftes, have certainly defended the case with an ability and elo- 
quence that, it is said, surpassed all previous forensic displays in the 
East Indies. The 22d of February (which, by the by, was happily 
alluded to by my counsel as being Washington's birthday) will long be 
remembered as an epoch in Batavia. The court was crowded with 
the elite of the city; the government had brought forward its best 
lawyer and orator, who certainly handled his part with consummate 
ability ; but Mr. Mees displaved an ability as a jurist which would 
entitie him to a first rank in the legal profession either in America or in 
Europe; whilst, as a brilUant orator, 1 would venture to compare Mr* 
Matthiessen with some of our most distinguished lawyers or statesmen. 
I make particular mention of these gentlemen, especially of Mr. Mees, 
fi'om the fact of his having carried on my defence regardleu of pay* 
He was assured by the American commercial agent here, when he 
commenced, that he, the consul, would be responsible for his indemni'? 
fication ; but latterly, it having been signified to Mr. Mees that he must 
look to his client for his compensation, he has, notwithstanding, prose- 
cuted my defence with even additional ardor, and defended me in a most 
noble mariner, not only as a client, but even as a personal friend, having 
put himself to many extra expenses and inconveniences in getting wit- 
nesses, developing facts, making copies, translations, &c., of documents 
I hope to reward him when a free man ; but I hope, also, at some future 
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dsLjj he may deserve the notice of the United States government or its 
fim^onaries in the East Indies* 

I repeat again my previous desire and hope, that some United States 
vessel Cfr officer may oe permitted to come to Batavia to inquire tho- 
roc^ly into my case. As there were native chiefs, and other natives 
of note, from the principal portion of the Archipelago present at the 
trial, I may safely say now, that the greater part of the commercial 
portion of the native population of these eastern islands is now on the 
qidvive to see what America will do in this case. 

The deUberation of the high court I shall endeavor to have put off 
until I have the honor of hearing from you. Mr. Mees will, m this 
view, postpone somewhat his memorial of defence before the high 
court. This secret investigation of a higher tribunal is a most arbi- 
trary feature in the Dutch laws. The public acquittal of a court of 
justice signifies nothing, because it may be followed by the severest 
possible condemnation without any additional process in the case. 

Ten days, and about ten hours each day, of incessant excitement, 
have somewhat "prostrated me, and I cannot furnish you with that detail 
of proceedings which I should wished to have done. 

1 com:lude by asking your aid, as the chief United States functionary 
in the East Indies, to assist me with whatever counsel and influence at 
your command, conjointly with the United States commodore in China, 
and to urge my case upon the attention of the home government. 
Yours, truly, 

WALTER M. GIBSON. 
Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

U. S. Commmioner to China^ ^.j ^. 



B. 

Katilhah 

Adah alhomet taa-olim dan takriem jang di passertaken hormat 
dan slamat bebrapa tabik bekitoe banjak ia ietoe dari pada saija toean 
Hapten Walter jang mempoenjai kradjaan di dalam tanah Merikari 
barang di sampeiken toe han sroe sekaJian alam djoea kiera-nja sam- 
pei kahadapan mandjelies toean Sulthan jang koewasah merintah di 
dalam negn djambie ada-nja. Sjhdan maka adalah saija menjataken 
dengan songkoenja darie saija poenja opersil satoe tiega taman-nja men- 
gadap toean Sulthan karanah saija mango baik baik bersahbat sama 
toean Sulthan sekarang bolch saija toeloeng apa apa soeka toean 
Sulthan karanah goebvermenti Menkan tidak koerang oarie obat piloer 
Qiariam senapang lelah bolch saija toeloeng bikin betoela samoea-nja 
orang melaijoe karanah saija tidak foeka samoeanja orang wilanda 
bolch toeam Sulthan bikin tetap tetap samoeanja orang melaijoe bolch 
toean Sulthan sama saija djadie satoe darie saija hanoak tahoe djalan 
darie djambie sampoi di Palembang bebrapa lama nja bolch saija toe- 
loeng bikin bagoes saija soeka samoenja orang melaijoe bagimana atoe-* 
^an jangdehoelodehoeloe saija satoe boelan bolch aampei dv^o«\a3s\^yaca\- 
^>ie inie saija poenja osil bolch toean Sulthan moepakatba^varaii^^^&x^ 
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bagoes karanah goebvermenti Merikan tidak koerang darie kapal apie 
dankapal prang samoea-nja banjak ajangan toean Sulthan Joesah Joe- 
sah Samoea-nja hoeloean djambie dan hoeloean Palembang handak saija 
toeloeng bika bagoes samoea-nja djika bolch samoea-nja orang wilanda 
djangan sekalie kalie mango bikin habis samoea-nja nantie jedikit harie 
saija sarapei bolch saija ambil inie meegrei dimikianlah ada-nja. 

Saija kirim tabik banjak banjak samatoeaa Sulthan samoea-nja opsil 
opsil toean Sulthan. 

(Bertandatangan.) WALTER BIN GIBSON, 

WALTER ANAK GIPSON, 
Commandante schooner American Flirty 
Komandante srhoenjir prang Merikan Fliliu 

Di Palembang, pada 4 harie boclan February, 1852. 

Voor censluidendafschrift. 

W.F. G.POOL, 
De Translatemvor de Maleische ta/d te Batavia. 



Consulate op the United States of North Americjl 
I, the undersigned acting consul for the United States of America, do 
hereby declare that the annexed signature of W. F. Pool, Malay trans- 
lator for this city, is, in my opinion, just and true, and deserving fiiU 
faith and credit. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and aflixed Ae 
seal of my oflSce, at Batavia, this the twenty-fifth day of Feb- 
[seal.] ruary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-three. 

E. W. CRAMERUS, 

Acting Consul 



(1/) This preliminary word (1.) " Kaulhak " or KauPhak, agreement; or, 
rJcaS^M^rer ° "^^ ^^^^^^^V' ^ trusty word, or faithful message. 

(2.) This string of saluta- (2.) Courtesies, honorable obeisance, and 
tions and obeisances, down to Adah, alhormat taa-dleem, doi 

uVtl't^i' S reverence, the which is accompanied (with) 
only have originated with a takreenij V^^g dl posentakan 

person well versed in address- honor and Salutation. Many well wishes, so 
es to Malay princes. ^^^ ^^ slanuU. Bebrapa tabeek baghedoo 

many. This is from I, (me,) Lord Captain 
banyak. Eea eetoo dareepada sahyah Tuin Kaptin 
(3) Walter whose own kingdom within 
(3.) The name "Walter" PValteryangmempoonyaee karadjaan deedalm 
alone differs from the copygiy- ]and American (is) grant Ihis to arrive. (The) 
en to Captain M., and this . » i^ -7 'i i i ^ 

trifle happens to be one of the ^^^ Merikan barang de sampeekan. 
tstrongest proofs in my favor, Lord (ot) Hosts (oQ all (the) world also 
as it is shown that the Malay Tochan 8006 sekalean alam djooa 
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mt (that it) arrive in presence- (of) gracious writer had the words "Captain 

ranca sarni^e lea Ju^p-an mandiclee. l^^^tT^, 

rd bultan, (the) which sway wields and obtained under circum- 

an Sultharij yc^^g koowasah mcrintah stances peculiarly suspicious, 

ibin country Jambee (it is.) Moreover "^^J^Jf^JIflJ^^^ ^ 
,- -^ y , \ . ' OI7 against certain omcials at Pa^ 

cuilam negree lambee ada-nia. bahadan lembang. 

V it is I manifest with truth 

ia adalatsahyah menyalakandeugansongkoonia 

t my officer one (with) three 

-i sahyah poonyas apersil satoo, tiega 

nrades (his) come before Lord Sultan tor 

anya mcnga dap Tuan Sulthan karana 
wish very much make friends with 

yah mango baiJc bersohbat sama 

rd Sultan now can I help 

an Sulthan sekarang bolch sahyah toolong 

atever wishes Lord Sultan because govem- 

i apa sooka Tuan Sulthan karanah goober- 

nt American not wants of (4) powder (4.) There is a word to ex- 

len/i Merican tidakkoorang dari obat, wM^h 2S5"Je?S)n Ww^^^ 

>t, cannon, muskets, blunderbusses can lay would have used, and not 

or, mareane, smavantr, lella bolch ^^^^ '^^ ^^^ V^erUe deuul of 

!p make in order, all j^^. "powder, afiot," &c. 

long bekin betoollahy samoora nia orang He- 
's; because I (do) not like all 

00 ; karanah sahyah tidak sookah samooa nia 

3ple Hollanders; can Lord Sultan make 

ng W dander ; bolch Tuan Sulthan bekim 

iured all Malays; can Lord 

ip tetap samooania orang Melayoo; bolch Tuan 

I tan with me be one, for I 

hhan sama sahyah djadee satoo, dari sahyah 

ure to know (the) way (6) from Jamoee (^O Thw would certainly 

tdaJc tahoo djalan daree Jambee JtJ^,enZg%lr7omcZ] 

Palembang, how long can who would not only bring me 

fpec de Palembanff, bebrapa lama nia bolch ^^^ * message, but a narra- 
k^i^ «,«!-« ^«^ I '^u tive of his journey and know- 

help make fine 1 wish ledgeoftheroad. 

i/ah toolong bekim bagoos sahyah sooka 
Malays so ordered as 

ooamia orang Melayoo bagemana atooran yang 

nerly I one month (6) can (6) This statement of tak- 

ooloo daltooloo sahyah satoo boolan bolch ^^^^ Jjlb^ ^e? ^l 

ve atmouth (of) Jambee (tnis) My pied with the statement at 

peedekuxUla Jambee eenee. Sahyah poonya conclusion of taking "the em- 

cecan Sultan agree with so ?i;:!i°!l\;fr^^^^^^ 

"*o staggered the sense of a cooly, 

I bolch tuan bulthan moopakat bugeemana much leM a niltan. 
at (is) fine ; for government Ameri- 
g bagoos; karanah goobermenti Meri- 
I not lacks of ships fijre and ships 
\ teedak koorang daree kaj^pal apee dan kappal 
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war of all plenty avoid Lor 

perang mmoocaiia banyak djangctn Tua^ 
anxiety all up country Jai 

soosah soasah samooania hoolooan Jm 
up country Palembang desire I 
hoolooan Palembang haudak saJm 
fine all of it. If can all 

, bagoos iomooania. Djeeka hclck samooa 
Hollanders avoiding all entirely wi 
Wdandee^ djangan sekali kalee man 
(yo^'Bekimhabeet^lsUter- (7) end of all of them ; will a few < 

kali," ii aU nonienae. Thia amve, can I take this country, 
letter, by the way, was omitted mmheejbckhsahyahombileeneen^ee. j 
to the copy giTen to Captain j^ jg^ j g^^ j compUmen 

lah adafiia. Sahyah keerinu tabUk 
many to Sultan all offi 

banyak iama Tuan SuUhan Bomooania • 

Sultan. 
Tuan SuUhan* 
(8.) The ■iRoatnre has been /g .) WALTER BIN GIPSON. 

r^"^:2rleS? a walter an (son.) ak g 

made separately," as stated by Comandante scboonier Amenc 

the experte ; and they cannot (9 \ KomandanU skoonyr prang MeriJi 

V^r^^lr.^^ At Palembang, on 4th ^ay mSith. (F 

myself, am now convinced that De Palembang^ poda 4 haree bulan. 

it is a forgery, and not the one 1852.) 

that was harriedly signed by *^ 

me.^chl«gnedii.my««ua WALTER BIN GD 
(9.) The word "prang" (war) 

i/JSt^to t^e" Will"" "' The above is a tolerably faithful f 
of the signature. 



a 

Mr. Marshall to Commander John Kelly i senior and commanding 
the United States squadron in tlie East India and China sea 

Macao, March 15, 
Sir : I have now the honor to renew to you the request h< 
made to Commodore Aulick, that I may be conveyed in th< 
States ship Susquehanna, or odier suitable vessel, to the city 
kin, for the purpose of communicating, through the governor 
of Siang-Kiang, my letter of credence as Commissioner of the 
States to the empire of China. 

Should I fail in holding a communication with his exceUen< 
not my purpose to proceed in the Susquehanna fiirther north, 
wait such assistance to my further destination as may be 
after the arnval and upon coneiillatioii 'wVxk CoiamsAot^ P^tr^ 
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a delicacy in makinff this request, considering the anticipated early ar- 
rival of the commodore, and the peculiar service to which the Susque- 
hanna is destined under him; and I should probably await his arrival 
before making it, but that the appeal of the Chinese authorities at 
Shanghai to his excellency Sir George Bonham, for assistance and pro- 
tection, reminds me that a naval force of the United States is wanted 
immediately in that quarter. 

Pending my negotiations, the Susquehanna would be in a position to 
render assistance to American citizens at Shanghai. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

H. MARSHALL, 

Commissioner* 



United States Ship Plymouth, 

Hong Kongj March 16, 1863. 

Sm: Your letter of the 13th was handed me yesterday by Mr. 
Forbes, in which you state that you have to renew the request hereto- 
fore made to Commodore AuUck, ibr the United States steam-frigate 
Susquehanna, or other suitable vessel, to convey you to Nankin. 

In reply to which, I have the honor to inform you, that I have directed 
Commander Buchanan to have the Susquehanna in readiness, on or 
before Sunday next, to perform that duty. 

Will you please to inibrm me whether it would be most convenient 
&r you to embark here or at Macao? 

Commander Buchanan informs me that he has neither bed nor bedding 
on board. 

Please inform me the number of persons that will embark with you. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN KELLY 
Senior officer^ commanding U. S. squadron E. Indies and China seas. 

Hon. H. Marshall, 

Commissioner United States to China, Macao. 



£. 

Copy of a letter from the United States Vice Consul at Shanghai to Mr. 

Marshall. 

WoosANO, March 3, 1853. 
Sir: News has this day been received of such successes of the rebels 
as renders the occupation of Nankin by them almost a certainty. Em- 
boldened by the disturbed state of affairs, a large party of robbers, 
canal-men, and other turbulent characters, have approached the city of 
Chee Kiangfoo, (fifty miles this side of Nankin,) and, as Vx. Va ivoX. ^\xo\\%- 
ly defended, will probable take it by storm and plunder \l. 7t\iA\^ 
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created the utmost alarm at Loo Choo, (fifty miles from^ Shanghai,) 
and the people have only been prevented from leaving that city by the 
entreaties of their mandarins. 

I mention this news as I gather it from reports of Chinese, many of 
which are much more exaggerated than the account I have given you. 

The don is generally credited. I understand that her Britannic 

Majesty's consul writes by this vessel to request a steamship-of-war 
may be sent up for the protection of his countrymen. 

I trust you will excuse this informal mode of addressing you ; the 
news has reached me unexpectedly, and I could not write in season if 
I waited till I could do so from my office. 

With great respect, I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 

EDW'D CUNNINGHAM, 

Vke Consul U. S. A. 

To his Excellency H. Marshall, 

United States Commissioner to CkinUy Sfc. 



F. 

Extract from a letter of Daniel N. Spooner, esq,^ {house of Russell If Co.,) 

to H. Marshall. 

Canton, March 13, 1863. 

My Dear Sir: The enclosed, in Mr., Cunningham's handwriting, I 
presume tells all the news from Shanghai. Trade there seems to be 
embarrassed ; in fact, the people are all panic-stricken at the news of re- 
bel success. Tliey were within one hundred miles of Nankin, and the 
imperial troops would make no stand against them. Doubtless the 
city has fallen ere this. 

It is said that Samqua, the taoutae, has applied through the British 
consul for assistance — say a British steamer to come up fi-om Hong 
Kong. I do not believe it, though probably the Hermes leaves Hong 
Kong to-day, with Sir George Bonham on board, for Shanghai. I think 
it is only to have her present in case the city is attacked. I hope Teen- 
Tih will be successful, and upset the present dynasty. We cannot be i 
worse off; and he is said to be a liberal man. j 



G. 

Extract Jr am a huer to Mr. Marshall from the United States Vice Cond 

at Hong Korfg. 

Hong Kong, March 12, 1853. 
My Dear Sir : The English clipper schooner Jones arrived here 
a tew hours since from Shanghai. One of our constituents, under 
date of 3d March, writes as foUows: 



[ 
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"Every thing is in a most depressed state, in consequence of news 
having arrived of further success on the part of the retel forces. The 
taoutae has applied to her Britannic Majesty's consul for assistance; 
and it is said that a request has been sent to Sir George Bonham 
for a steamer or two to come here. The native community are in a 
state of great excitement, which, for the time, has greatly paralyzed 
trade." 

Another writes: " The Jones is unexpectedlv despatched to-day, at 
the request of her Britannic Majesty's consul, the Chmese having made 
application for assistance as soon as the capture of Kekew Kiang by 
Ine rebels was ascertained." 

The Hermes English man-of-war steamer was circulated to leave 
this for Shanghai prior to the receipt of the news by the Jones, but 
this morning's paper announces that Sir George Bonham and suite will 
go up in her. She is to leave at 4 p. m. to-day. 

I have given you all the information toe have as yet. 

I presume that the hurried despatch of the Jones prevented our re- 
ceivmg further advices. 



N#. 11. 

Shanghai, March 28, 1853. 

Sir : The Susquehanna performed the trip from Macao to Shanghai 
between the morning of the 21st and evening of the 27th, without acci- 
dent. Two nights were lost at anchor in consequence of the thickness 
of the weather, and her speed was impeded by the heaviness of the 
fegs along the coast 

The vessel is now moored directly in front of the American consu- 
late at Shanghai, and her coming has been hailed by the American res- 
idents here as most opportune for their protection. What moment they 
may be compelled to resort to her decks for security, no human intelh- 
g[ence can foresee. 

During the voyage, the most exact order and disciphne seemed to 
prevail. This, 1 rather judged from the silence on board and the reg- 
tdarity with which facts were reported to the commanding oflScer, than 
from any other cause, as I was violently attacked with fever soon after 
leaving Macao, and was under medical treatment during the entire 
Voyage 

I desire, however, to express to the Department the very kind con- 
sideration for my health and sympathy for my sickness, which were 
manifested by the officers of the Susquehanna. 

The trade of Shanghai is completely paralyzed. Money is hoarded. 
It is with immense difficulty that a dollar can be obtained in circula- 
tion. No direct news from Nankin has been received for two weeks. 
Every variety of rumor, as to the fate of Nankin, is in circulation. 
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Nankin is closely invested, and probably has fallen ere this. The 
greatest anxiety exists, on the part of the Chinese oflBcials, that foreign 
ships of war shall proceed up the Yang-tze-Kiang to raise the siege of Nan- 
kin, and an imperial edict, declaring the rebel vessels taken lawful prize 
to the captors, has met my eye. If the mere presence of the Susque- 
hanna could raise the siege of Nankin, the policy of so doing would be 
veiy questionable in my opinion. The Emperor will receive from etnu 
stronger impressions than could be made upon his mind bj^ a timely 
and facile release of his southern capital from danger. My future 
course must be determined by circumstances, but I now entertain a san- 
guine hope that, by judicious action, I shall succeed in procuring the 
consent of the Emperor to receive me at Pekin. 

I send you several numbers of the North China Herald, containing 
translations from circulars and edicts of the revolutionary chiefs. They 
will throw light upon the political an(J religious purposes of the rebel- 
lion. China is now in the midst of a blfX)dy revolution, a war for the 
empire, the violence of which has utterly prostrated commerce in this 
quarter, and threatens to overwhelm the mercantile class with ruin, 
unless speedily diverted elsewhere or allayed by some settlement. 

Pardon this hasty despatch ; my principal object iu committing any 
remarks to paper at this time was to announce my safe arrival, and the 
opportune protection that has been supplied by the Susquehanna at 
Shanghai. I hope by the next mail to have obtained important and 
useful information in regard to the internal condition of China to submit 
for your consideration. 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. Secretary of State, 

4t-., S(t., ipo.t Washington. 



[Official No. 13.] 

Legation of the United States, Shanghai, 

April 28, 1S53. 

Sir: The British steamer Hermes, with his excellency Sir George 
Bonham and suite aboard, proceeded up the Yang-tze-Kiang since roy 
last despatch was closed. I have heard of the vessel between Chio- 
kiang-foo and Nankin, so that his excellency has accomplished what I 
essayed in vain to perform in the steamer Susquehanna, He has placed 
himself in position to acquire such exact information of the civil war 
in China as will enable him to impart reliable inteUigence to his gov- 
vernment, and to avail himself of every change in the condition of afl'airs 
likely to afford advantages to his country. 

You will perceive that he has pursued the course I advised in a con- 
versation with him, which is detailed in my last despatch, though then 
he seemed to avoid it. 

I will not disguise my mortification, that I am without the means $o do 
anything ; I cannot command a vessel of war, belonging to the United 
States, to take me from one point to another without submitting my 
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views and purposes in going to the supervision of the commander of such 
vessel ; and, when such commander is willing to render the service, I 
cannot reach the points I desire, because the United States naval force in 
these seas is not adapted to the service required. I feel like one placed 
conspicuously on an interesting theatre of action, from whose exeriions 
the country has a right to expect benefits to commerce, yet who stands 
idle, because deprived of the means to accomplish usetul purposes, or 
even to make available to his country his own intelligence. Surely, the 
interests of the United States, in the future policy of this vast empire, 
justifies the employment of the necessary means to enable the commis- 
sioner to occupy positions that command a view of the scenes which 
are passing near this place. The utter non-adaptation of means to the 
service required on the Chinese coast has been commented on by my 
predecessors without reserve and without exception. This condition of 
affairs has led American citizens here to deem themselves abandoned by 
the government of the United States ; while on the other hand, it is 
apprehended that the President may accept the pertinacity and earn- 
estness with which the recommendations for small steamers have been 
urged and renewed as unbecoming on the part of the Commissioner to 
China. On a late sudden alarm for the security of foreigners at Ningpo, 
I was compelled to ask the assistance of a French steamer to afford 
means of escape from the point of danger to the American citizens in 
that port, because the Susquehanna could not have approached nearer 
to Ningpo than twenty miles. I enclose a copy of my letter to Dr. D. 
B. McCartee, which was conveyed by the Cassini. (See enclosure A.) 
It is my duty to say, that, in my opinion, it will be quite impossible for a 
commissioner to China to meet the frequent exigencies of public ser- 
vice which demand prompt and rigorous action on his part, without at 
least two war steamers of light draught, subject to his orders, and detached 
for this special service. At the same time it would be most proper 
that he should always be provided with an order, such as was given to 
Hon. A. H. Everett, my predecessor, which put to rest the question of 
his right to demand the service of a national ship for public purposes. 

I have-just received a reply from Dr. McCartee, which, 1 am happy 
to say, contradicts the rumor of trouble at Ningpo. (wSee enclosure B.) 
You will remark a passage in the letter, however, which shows the 
feeling of American citizens in relation to the failure to visit their homes 
with the country's flag. 

I enclose herewith tables exhibiting the American trade at Canton 
and Shanghai for the series of years since 1848, and at the former 
port since the date of the treaty between the United States and China. 
(See enclosures C and D.) These are deduced from the reports of 
consuls which are enclosed herewith, (enclosures E and F,) made iu' 
compliance with my circular of 3d March last. In regard to these re- 
ports, and the operations of the consulates, I shall have the honor 
tereafter to address you a distinct communication. 

The rapid growth of the American trade at Shanghai will arrest 
attention, though it yet remains at,a figure far inferior to the British' 
trade to the same port. Every year, however, diminishes the differ- 
ence. In the brief space of nine years this city has bceo\Tv^ \\v^ ^tov^v- 
pal depot in China for American manufactures, and \.\ve cVie^ erx.^oiVffi% 
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point for the green teas of commerce. The monopoly of foreign trade, 
so long enjoyed by Canton, attracted to the vicinity of that city the 
manufacturers of silk, and time will be required to transfer the market 
for silks to Shanghai. As this is the natural outlet from the silk-grow- 
ing district of China, no doubt is entertained that, so soon as the man- 
ufacturers of Hangchow and Suchan find the advantages of this market 
they will concentrate the trade here. 

Shanghai is a healthy city. The means of living are abundant. All 
of the vegetables grown in tne United States with which I am acquainted 
are successfully cultivated here, besides others which are peculiar to 
China. The market furnishes plentifully beef, mutton, fish, pork, 
poultry, and wild game of the finest qualities. I have not seen at 
home, in any city, evidence of greater abundance in the supplies of the 
table than are met with here, and nowhere have I seen tables more 
bounteously or elegantly provided than among the " foreign residencies" 
in Shanghai. I mention these small items because in the United States 
a gross error prevails among all classes as to the means and style of 
living in China. Observation and experience teach me that the rules 
of economy must be strictly observea to enable the Commissioner of 
the United States to maintain a respectable style here, and that his 
salary may be easily expended without ostentation in an attempt to 
emulate the greater part even of the limited foreign population among 
whom he resides. 

The city of Shanghai contains about three hundred thousand Chi- 
nese inhabitants. Like most of the cities in China, it is enclosed by a 
strong high wall, and is built upon streets about twelve feet wide. 
These are usually very JiUhy. Indeed, the habits of the Chinese people 
are not examples of cleanlmess in any particular. The Chinese hve 
in houses which are not commodious ; and though the country is fertile, 
and produces abundantly, the condition of the people is far less com- 
fortable -than that of the people of either the United States, England, 
or France, or even of Italy. Very few foreigners reside in the city of 
Shanghai — perhaps none but the Christian missionaries. Outside of 
the city walls, a tract of land, containing several hundred acres, has 
been set apart for settlement by "foreigners." This fronts on the 
Hoangpo river, and there has arisen here since the treaty a town of 
exceedmg beauty and great prosperity. T have not seen elsewhere a 
town of the same size that surpasses Shanghai in the architectural 
style of the buildings, the comfort of its residences, or the means of \ 
living agreeably. Every residence has attached to it a pleasant yard 
and garden, and these are beginning to display the taste of the "fo^ 
eigners," and their enterprise in transplanting hither the trees,, shrubs, ' 
and flowers, not merely of China, but of the East. It is curious to see 
the Chinese lingering around the yards and gardens of Shanghai to be- ■ 
hold the improvements which adorn and beautify the homes of the f 
" barbarians." In this part of Shanghai the streets are wide enough to | 
admit the passage of carriages and exercise on horseback — a conve- 
nience which is liberally used for that purpose by the people from 
Europe and America. 

The residences of the foreigners in Shanghai have been erected by 
merchants, for themselves and lYieiT em\iVo^€&\ ^ that it is extremely 
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difficult to find a residence for rent, and then only at enormous rates. 
I have inquired minutely into this branch, and find that such a house 
as would command $400 per year at Washington would rent here for 
$1,200, and they range fi-om that to $3,500 per annum. 

'J'he British government has built for its consuls, both at Canton and 
Shanghai, very excellent residences connected with the public offices ; 
and it seems to me that when the government of the United States shall 
have ascertained the place for the residence of the commissioner, the 
observance of true economy will suggest an imitation of this example. 
No comparison can be instituted between China and any other country 
to which a minister is accredited. Effect, arising from appearances, 
must be regarded here. It is the spirit of this people which dictates it. 
The government that is represented in China by officers who occupy 
steadily the public building belonging to the government will be regaraed 
as entitled to precedence and as possessing superiority. 

The demeanor of the Chinese aj Shanghai towards foreigners con- 
trasts very strongly with that of me Chinese at Canton. There the 
gates of the city proper remain closed against foreigners, and such is 
the aversion of the people to intercourse with the Europeans and Ameri- 
cans, that triumphal arches were erected, and are yet standing, in Can- 
ton to celebrate the refusal of Commissioner Su to open the city gates 
in 1848 to the British, in accordance with the treaty. There it is un- 
safe to walk a mile from the foreign factories in any direction. 

Repeated instances might be cited of the personal maltreatment and 
even the murder of foreigners, who were peaceably walking for amuse- 
ment within two miles of the factories. It is not safe to venture alone 
more than a few squares from the foreign mercantile houses. The 
whole foreign community at Canton is crowded into the houses which 
were built for trading establishments, and the only place of resort for 
exercise and amusement is a garden or park, which is enclosed within 
the square of foreign mercantue houses, and which measures some two 
hundred yards long by one hundred wide. I have heretofore remarked 
that I could not even obtain a suite of two rooms at Canton for my 
accommodation at any price, though 1 had friends who were inquiring 
for them more than a month. I would be understood, however, as 
remarking that several houses were open to me a* a guest so long as I 
chose to remain, but there were none to rent. 

Here every part of the cily is free of access. I have walked alone 
through all sections of it. A lady might do so with perfect impunity, 
and as safe from insult as she would be in New York. Gentlemen ride 
into the country twenty, thirty, and forty miles, as securely as they 
would travel the same distance from Wasninffton City. All concur in 
representing the people of the country as kind and hospitable, and well 
inchned to cultivate the most friendly relations with foreigners. In 
the city of Shanghai Christian churches are erected, and tte truth of 
the gospel is proclaimed fi'om their pulpits every Sabbath, as also in 
other public places, without the shghtest nindrance or molestation of the 
missionaries by the Chinese. In a word, one feels as in a prison at 
Canton, but here he realizes that he is free. 

Should the Chinese government fail to agree lo tive le^iflieTiCfc oS. ^^ 
ComwissJODer of the United States at Pekin, and \l sYioxAd^Jgte^ \Rk ^^- 
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point an imperial commissioner to confer with a commissioner resident 
at Shanghai, there is no doubt in my mind that this is the most proper 
as well as the best place to establish the legation of the United States 
permanently. It is eight hundred miles nearer than Canton to Pekin. 
It is within some four days of Niphon, in Japan, by steam. It is the 
nearest port of China to San Francisco. It is the greatest market for 
teas, and will be for silks. It is already the principal receiving mart 
for American imports. A line of steamers or sail vessels from this to 
the Pacific coast of the United States will be safer from attack and 
more easily to protect by the Pacific scjuadron and the East India squad- 
ron, than a line from that coast to Canton, whose market is commanded 
by Hong Kong. 

I lake it to be true that, in establishing the foundations of international 
intercourse with China, the United States will select such position for 
the chief mart in their trade as shall be nearest to them and furthest 
from their chief rival; as shall be easiest of defence; as shall be least 
liable to be closed by that rival in time of war ; and as shall manifest, 
on the part of its population, a desire for commerce and intercourse, 
instead of a pointed and settled aversion to both. I shall probably 
remain here for some months. As you will see by my last despatch, I 
await at this place an answer from the prime minister at Pekin ; and, 
besides, I shall be here in easy communication with Commodore Perry, 
should that officer desire my assistance or advice in any matters con- 
cerning the public interests. 

I have to report the arrival to-day of the ship-of-war Plymouth, below 
this city, and my reception of a letter from Commodore Perry (at 
Macao) announcing his expectation to arrive at this place in the Missis- 
sippi between the 26lh and 30th instant. 

The armies of the Emperor and his rebels are centered yet around 
Nankin. Kumors of engagements constantly arrive, but none of deci- 
sive battles; and so little are Chinese reports to be depended upon, that 
I have ceased to credit them, much less to repeat them, unless sustained 
by testimony a/iMwrfe. I think I may safely say, however, that from all 
I can learn the government ot China is hilly employed by the rebels, 
and that any day may bring forth the fruits of successful revolution, in 
the utter overthrow of the existing dynasty. 
Yours, most respectfully, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

The Hon. Secretary of State, 

* Washington City. 

P. S. — I append hereto two proclamations, in the handwriting of the 
secretary of this legation, which may possess some interest, as showing 
to you the style of the leading men of this country. / doubt aU the/acts. 
(See enclosures G and H.) 

Note. — ^June 1. The translations referred to were not copied, because 
not of importance. H. M. 
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A. 

Mr. Marshall to Dr. McCartee. 

J.] Legation of the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

April 21, 1863. 

The French steamer Cassini departs for the city of Ningpo 
'ow morning, under the advice of the French consul, who has 
pprised of the fears of the French ** sisters of charity," resident 
rpo, that lawless persons are about to make that city the theatre 
troubles, in which the ** sisters," being unprotected, may be ex- 
:o danger. I have little apprehension that any immediate peril 
Is. I trust that the alarm of the ladies has magnified the danger; 
im fortified in this conclusion by the tenor of your letter to Dr. 
, of the lOih instant, in which you represent every thing in 
' and its vicinity as " perfectly quiet." Lest, perchance, there 
Lve occurred something to justify this new panic since your letter 
spatched, I have spoken to Commander La Plass, of the Cassini, 
nd to my countrymen and countrywomen at Ningpo, every as- 
e they may require, in case of an emergency which calls for their 
iate relief He will give a passage to them to Shanghai, if they ' 
3em it necessary to repair hither at once for safety ; or he will 
^ boat in which, with ttieir property, they may choose to embark, 
steam frigate Susquehanna is the only vessel of war of the United 
at present at this anchorage, and it would not be prudent that 
uld sail hence under the circumstances which surround us ; es- 
( when the Cassini is at the same time about to leave. But 
ere she to proceed to Ningpo now, her draught is such that she 
lot ascend the river. Commodore Perry will arrive at this place 
e 26th to the 30th instant, with the steamer Mississippi, and I 
" the arrival of the Plymouth about the same time. Should the 
)n of the fleet offer a fair chance to me of reaching Ningpo in a 
>f war, I shall visit the city ; but, if I should be compelled to 
the vessel at a great distance, and to approach the city in 
?s, the effect to be produced would not compensate the trouble ; 
irefore, in such case, I would only repair thither to relieve my 
'men from the peril when it shall be knoivn to exist. 
re to request, dear sir, that you will make it a duty to write to 
east once a week, and keep me accurately advised of the situa- 
affgirs in the quarter around Ningpo. I presume I shall be in 
)artment for some time to come, and your communications will 
ived with great satisfaction. They will very materially facili- 
r own discharge of public duty, while they may serve to protect 
sens of the United States resident at Ningpo, by giving timely 
y of any necessity which may suddenly arise for my interposition. 
Respectfully, yours, &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
. McCartee, M. D., Ningpo. 
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B. 

[No. 13.] NiNGPO, April 26, 1853. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your fiivorof 
the 21st instant, and, in accordance with the desire expressed, hasten to 
answer it by this opportunity. I am happy to say that Ningpo and 
its vicinity still continue perfectly quiet, and that your kind omces in 
providing the means of our removal from Ningpo to Shanghai, although 
warmly appreciated, took us somewhat by surprise. It is true, we 
cannot tell what may occur should the insurgents prove victorious over 
the Tartar army, but unless they should take possessicm of the pro- 
vincial capital of Chikiang, (Hangchow,) I can see no reason to appre- 
hend any danger to our lives or property. 

Since the receipt of your favor yesterday, I have had interviews and 
conversations witn most of the Americans residing here, and you may 
rest assured that, although we should be very happy to see yourself, or 
any of our officers, at Ningpo, and believe that such a visit would pro- 
duce a good impression, yet we would by no means desire to be grati- 
fied in this respect if it should require our countrymen at Shanghai to 
be left unprotected ; and, so far from thinking of removing to Shanghai, 
it has even been debated among us whether it would not be advisable 
to invite such of our countrymen or countrywomen from Shanghai, as 
felt apprehensive or unsafe, to come and take refuge with us at Ningpa 
It is not to be denied that rumors have prevailed from time to time, 
among the people of this city, as to the approach of the insurgents, &c; 
but the alarms proving false in every instance, the people seem pe^ 
fectly easy on the subject at present, the all-absorbing theme being the 
high price of rice, and the means to be devised for preventinff suflfering 
and disorder among the poor. A few days since, (about the 17th or 
20th instant,) banos of poor people, principally if not exclusively 
women and children, went about the city clamoring at the doors ofsucn 
of the inhabitants as were known to be wealthy, and in some instances 
where relief was not given as promptly as was thought requisite, the 
women battered in the doors with large stones. This has now ceased— 
an efficient body of men having been enrolled as extraordinary police 
by the district magistrate, acting imder the orders of the prefect, in con- 
cert with the colonel of the city brigade, and money having been con- 
tributed by the rich for the purpose of distributing a daily ration of rice 
to all and each of the inhabitants who would apply for it. 

The alarm of the "sisters of charity," or of the French missionaries, 
as far as I can learn, arose from the rumor of an intended iftob of the 
country people, similar to what took place in May, 1852. Had the 
" sisters" lived longer in Ninepo, or been more in the habit of moving 
among the people, they would probably have felt less occasion for 
alarm ; but beine; as yet little acquainted with the language, and having 
no husbands^ or other suitable escort, they are much confined to their own 
quarters, and more easily alarmed. The rumor turned out to be a false 
alarm, but had the country people come up to demand concessions or re- 
dress from the mandarins on the subject of illegal taxation, there is little 
reason to believe that they would have at all molested foreigners. In 
1862 the mob respected the rights of property, punished those who at- 
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;mpted to plunder, and although they maltreated some of their own 
fficers, and burned up the offices and dwellings of extortionate police 
BScers, yet they spared one house at the request of one of our number, 
ecause if set on fire it would endanger his; and when the disorder was 
t its height, the American and English ladies did not hesitate to go 
bout the city, and were not in the least molested. Many of us were 
1 the midst of the rioters while burning and destroying, and were 
ecognised by many as fKends to the popular cause. The people of 
iiugpo are very friendly to foreigners, and, in general, very orderly. 
?rom the number of persons who have been prescribed for at our hos- 
pitals, or whose children have been or are being educated in our school, 
SLS well as from our being accustomed to move about with our families 
through the country, speaking their language, we have formed a large 
number of acquaintances, and, I believe, some friends ; so that, unless 
the success of the insurgent army should cause the officers to desert 
their posts, I think we have little cause to fear any present trouble. 
Yet, were it practicable, we should like occasionally to have the Chinese 
reminded that wcy too, have a country and a flag as well as the English 
and French, and we should welcome the sight of the start and stripes 
almost as much as we should a glimpse of our native soil. 

I sent to the care of Mr. Cunnmgham, our acting vice consul, a chart 
of the river of Ningpo, in case it should be needed by any of our 
vessels. 

Should you honor us with a visit, we would all strive to render your 
stay agreeable; and any accommodations or services in my power 
would be most cheerfully rendered by 
Yours, very respectfully. 



D. B. McCARTEE. 



Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner^ tfr.,^f(yr the U. 8. A. 



E. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 
[No. 13.] AprU 16, 1863. 

Sib: Referring to your oflBcial communication of the 3d of March 
last, I now have the honor to hand you a printed copy of consular re- 
turns of American trade with Shanghai for the years 1849 to 1862. 
No returns having been made by Mr. Consul Griswold's predecessor, 
1 am unable to furnish you with those of an earlier date. 

Other accounts connected with the judicial department of this con- 
sulate wiD be forwarded to you at an early opportunity. I can give 
you no information in respect to Chinese emigration from this port ; such 
few as have embarked from this to San Francisco making their ar- 
rangements with the masters or consignees of the vessels without my 
knowledge of the terms of their agreements. 

As respects annual statements of vessels entered aad c\e^edk., «xA ^^ 
their cargoes, &c., for the inspection of the imperiai Y^oaidi ol xe^^xvvxa^ 
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I beg to isay that none have been given, the Chinese not requiring them, 
as they have their own statistics. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

ED WD CUNNINGHAM, 

Vice Consul U. S. A. 



Statement of American tonnage^ inward and outward, port of Shanghai 

In 1849, 24 vessels inw'd, 9,826 tons ; 24 vessels outward, 9,877 tons. 
In 1860, 37 vessels inw'd, 13,308 tons; 34 vessels outward, 14,464 Ions. 
In 1861, 64 vessels inw'd, 27,634 tons ; 63 vessels outward, 26,697«tons. 
In 1862, 66 vessels inw'd, 38,760 tons; 70 vessels outward, 40,692 tons. 

No record of shipping, &c., was kept by the person in charge of the 
United States consulate previous to Mr. Griswold's coming into oflBce. 



F. 

Consulate of U. S. America, Canton, 
[No. 13.] March 10, 1853. 

Sir: In reply to your communication of the 3d instant, I would now 
enclose the slaiemenls referred to in your despatch, viz: 

1st. Statements of American tonnage, inward and outward, at Can- 
ton, from 1844 to 1862. 

2d. Statement of exports to the Vjiited States from Canton from 
1845 to 1862; prior to 1845 the exports were kept in packages instead 
of pounds, and, consequently, are not given. \ 

After 1849 the trade from Shanghai increased, and a portion of the 
teas foi merly shipped from Canton were shipped from that port instead. 

3d. Statement of imports into Canton from the United States from 
1844 to 1852. 

4th. Statement of cases tried, decisions rendered, and fees collected. 
There were many cases left to arbitration at the recommendation of 
the consul, which, of course, were not tried by the court. No punish- 
Jiient has been inflicted on any American citizen under my criminal 
jurisdiction. j 

With reference to Chinese emigration, that of | 

1849 is estimated at 900 j 

1850 is estimated at 3,118 

1851 is estimated at 3,602 j 

and the first six months of 1852 at 15,000 to California. No American . 
vessel has carried coolies hired to labor in other countries from Wham- | 
poa, nor do I know of any sailed from Hong Kong or Comsingmoon; 
the American ships have always taken passengers only; but as they 
have taken their final departurejrom Hong Kong, no accurate account 
has or could be kept from this port. 

No annual statement of the amount of duties has been made to the 
authorities^ for the reason that said dMUes^ex^ e'j^^cXfe^Vi^ \\aaCbi- 
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iiese autborities themselves, and could only be obtained from them, or 
ly making a custom-house of the consulate, and requiring all goods to 
le landed and shipped from and through it, lo the annoyance of our 
cwn citizens and tne discredit of the Chinese custom-house. The 
amount of goods exported and imported has always been at the dis- 
posal of the authorities, but they have never desired to have them, or 
appeared willing to receive them. The officers appointed by the board 
of revenue have collected the duties, and made their own report. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, vour obedient servant, 

P." S. FORBES, 

United States Consul, 
To his Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 4^., i^c, Sfc. 



No. 1. 
Statement of Ameiican tonnage inward and outward at t/ie port of Canton. 

INWARD. 

Tofu and 95lkt. 

xk 1 844, 60 American vessels inward 25,877 70 

1885, 93 do do do 38,853' 51 

1846, 60 do do do 25,383 45 

1847, 61 do do tlo 28,131 71 

1848, 53 do do do 26,238 39 

1849, 53 do do do 24.457 46 

1850, 70 do do do 35:160 65 

1851, 70 do do do « 44,535 13 

1852, 75 do do do 57,228 17 

OUTWARD. 

fn 1844, 53 American vessels outward 23,358 59 

1845, 95 do do do 39,456 52 

1846, 68 do do do 29,061 83 

1847, 60 do do do 27,813 71 

1848, 45 do do do 21,552 84 

1849, 60 do do do 27,943 17 

1850, 70 do do do 36.157 63 

1851, 66 do do do 40,358 66 

1852, 73 do do do 55,678 69 



108 H. Doc. 123. 

No, 2. — Statement of txporte from Canton to the United States. 



Merehandiae. 



1845. 



1846. 



1847. 



1848. 



1849. 



1850. 



1851. 



Green teas pounds.. 

Black teas do.... 

Silk piece goods. ..pieces. , 

Crape shawls do..., 

Raw silk pis.... 

Grass doth meces. 

Nankeens boxes., 

Pearl buttons do.... 

Rhubarb do..., 

Camphor do..., 

Vermillion do.... 

Oil, cassia. do.... 

CMl, anise do.... 

Sweetmeat do.... 

China ware do.... 

Fire-crackers. do.... 

Cassia pis.... 

Matting rolls.., 

Fans and screens, .boxes. , 

Split ratans bundles. 

Lacq ware boxes.. 

Tin pis.... 

Cassia buds boxes. , 



13,557,054 
5,017,399 

93,460 

148,050 

914 

681 

648 

999 

1,517 

3,101 

917 

141 

161 

1,693 

1,405 

44,133 

8,184 

97,901 

1,564 

1,959 

97 



14,938,091 
5,458,057 

197,788 

109,083 

440 

198 

/ 58 

140 

1,097 

'389 

996 

94 

199 

3,996 

399 

96,994 

10,460 

14,305 

1,030 

954 

153 

660 



16,946,780 
4,360,509 

145,844 

96,501 

1,978 

9,447 

905 

65 

999 

1,394 

191 

997 

354 

31,554 

6,999 

90,931 

1,456 

978 

91 

1,091 

45 



9,091,065 
3,979,570 

89,346 

154,446 

59 

446 

•11,130 

40 

931 

617 

36 

69 

186 

1,914 

464 

49,975 

5,666 

14, 9» 

1,584 

840 

493 

9,000 

80 



13,308,916 
7,553,873 

158,100 

119,971 
747 
400 
30,906 
40 
516 
359 
99 

no 

350 

9,953 

946 

70,477 

8,539 

19,685 

897 

1,065 

73 

6,780 

106 



7,017, 

7,935,930 7. 

' 16,0751 • 

135,849 

195,954 

-669 

1, 

9,500 

9 

870 

584 

156 

96 

383 

7,931 

447 

191,457 

9,409 

39,130 

3,935 

3,090 

110 

540 

106 



8376,971,3338,113,15 



M93,9759, 

130,191 

909,793 
783 
9,083 
998 
40 
707 
684 
189 



170 
390 

^S 
1,900 

160,000 

9,901 

49,781 

7,877 

3,900 

759 

990 

100 



l,9M,3M 
84,701 

3K,sn 

7« 
4,W 
1« 
9 
317 
1,M4 

la 

m 
m 

%» 

101,59 

eo,M 

9,M8 

07 
M 

87 



'Pieces. 



No. 8. — Statement of imports into Canton from the United States. 



Merchandise. 


1844. 


1845. 


1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


1849. 


1850. 


1851. 


WL 


Jean . •••.•...•... pieces. . 


7,160 

133,780 

9,140 


15,931 

145,650 

6;0fi9 


30,119 
407,919 
3,793 
9,169 
37,689 
951 
9,505 


54,141 
385,096 

*"9,*535 

17,718 

*"3;979 


14,990 

385,489 

9,100 


4,980 

906,840 

9;900 


39,990 

969,940 
i;750 


40.690 

909,935 

4,500 


4I>,U< 


Drill do.... 


^M 


Drill, Mne do.... 


I> 






Sheeting.... do.... 

Shirting... P do.,.. 


68,899 


363,594 


199,649 
14,000 
9,3:29 


97,096 
11,400 


69,050 


96,110 
•1,980 


"■«,« 


Yam pis.... 

Cotton do.... 


1,348 


"*5,*967 






1,990 

600 

69,489 

4^097 
193,76^ 








Twill do.... 







986 
10,069 

95,400 
9,170 
79 
7,991 
1360 
9,050 
951 


986 

1,044 

101 

"*i,*979 


* "6,380 
91,835 
109,900 

"■»,'700 
1,960,790 

"3i3,*974 

700 


"**6,*o66 

90 406 

58,848 

1,107 

917,879 

1,743,460 

'soij'sii 

500 




Skin pieces.. 

Cochineal pin.... 

Silver dollars 


9,845 

119 

469,080 


8,919 

61 

496,007 


^^'?r6 




Spelter dIs. . . . 


Copper do.... 






Lead do.... 


15,317 


30,086 


7,604 


1,038 

'650 

199 

100 

960 

1,940 
400 


684,415 

406,45$ 

948,419 

'390 

1,040 

180 

170 

60 

'3,*o6o 


1,1«,« 


Iron. •• ••do««». 


Ginseng do.... 

Flour.... ^ barrels.. 

Bread do..,. 


3,099 
1,939 


5,909 
'l50 


4,564 

1,000 

18,903 

979 

70 


"is 

.... - 


Beef do.... 

Pork do.... 

Clocks pieces.. 

Cotton ilannel do. . . . 


895 

309 

139 

17,507 

1,091 

91,199 

191,000 

94,000 




767 

803 

348 

17,333 


150 

75 

634 

600 


150 
ISO 


m 

Ui 
















Hsms pounds 
















Boards feet...*. 










91,535 






"'ii'S 


Tobacco. pounds.. 












5,140 
9,557 


1 «,* 


Gold ounces.. 










1,909 

9,940 
99 

100 
13 

835 




Steel pounds.. 














Butter barrels.. 


....•«.. 












}9,044 
53i 


...» 


Tar do.... 














Vinegar do.... 














Brandy gallons . 














Cheese "bis.... 












90 


Glass-ware boxes . . 
















130 

30 

1,030 

10,159 

119 

59,436 




Tin olates.. 
















...• 


Coal tons... 


















Linseed oil gallons. . 

















""i,*ft 


Sperm candles. . . .pounds. . 
















..... 


Olive oil boxes.. 



















Busar reflned nounVla 












. ro. 




^, 




















^ 



/ 



*Blae. 



^G<Ade<AA. 



t Pounds. 
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No. 4. 

Cases tried by the United States consvlar court at Canton. 

January 2, 1849. United States vs. Alfred Lewis, Irishman. On 
the charge of grand larceny ; condemned for one yearns imprisonment. 
Vo funds for fees. 

November 2, 1861. United States vs. Marcillano Pedro, native of 
Manilla* On the charge of assault with a knife ; condemned for six 
months' imprisonment. No funds for fees. 

April 17, 1852. Owners bark Sea Breeze vs. Walcott, Bates & Co. 
Claim on certain freight, SSOyVu 5 Walcott, Bates & Co. to pay part 
of the claim, say $71 jYu- Fees $2. 

April 17, 1852. Owners ship H. Russell vs. Walcott, Bates & Co. 
Claim on certain freight, $456jy^ ; Walcott, Bates & Co. to pay the 
claim, say S456y%*^. Fees, $2. 

January 28, 1853. H. W. Hubbell, for Aymor & Co., New York, 
w. King & Co. Damages $7000 ; King & Co. to pay $292. Fees $3. 
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[Official No. 14.] 

Legation Unitsd States of Amb&ic a, Shanghai, 

May 6, 1853. 

Sir: I enclose the consular report trom Amoy, made in obedience 
to my circular of 3d March last. Added to the report submitted in 
despatch No. 13, this completes as accurate a view of American trade 
with China as can now be furnished. You will find in enclosure B a 
correspondence, submitted to my inspection by Commodore Perry, 
which occurred between that officer and the American vice consul a( 
Canton, and the French minister. It relates to a matter of no interest 
and of very little importance. I forward it only because my general 
instructions direct that disposition of it. 

Sir George Bonham, the British minister, returned to this place yes- 
terday in the steamer Hermes. He went up the Yang-tsze to a point 
twelve miles above Nankin, where he found the imperialists in force 
upon the river. The rebels hold the river from Nankin to Uhinkiang- 
foo, (60 miles,) and the city of Nankin itself. The Hermes was 
fired upon by both parties, but afterwards explanations took place with 
each, and reconcihation was affected. The officers of the Hermes 
rode on horseback through the city of Nankin, and they concur in re- 
porting that no hostility to forei^ers was manifested by the rebels, and 
the intention to attack Shanghai was expressly disclaimed by the chief 
officers. So soon as the rumors of the result attained by the expedi- 
tion of the Hermes shall have taken the appearance ol consistency) 
I may report them in this correspondence; at present, they convey the 
shades ot individual opinion, as variant as the persons who pronounce 
the opinions. Sir George Bonham entertains one idea from nis oppor- 
timities of observation ; the captain of the Hermes entertains exact- 
ly an opposite view ; while the secretary of his excellency believes in 
yet another, which he expresses freely. When their opinions will be 
digested, my views generally may be given of the value of their infor- 
mation. 

I am, sir, your very obedient, 

HUMPHREY MAItSHALL. 

His Excellency the Sbcrbtary op State. 

P. S. May 7. — I saw Sir George Bonham last night. He informs 
me that the rebel chief is a religious fanatic, or a charlatan ; that he 
claims to have been to Heaven, and to have received a direct revela- 
tion from the Almighty; and says that he is the brother of our Savior. 
He has promulgated to his followers the ten commandments of the Old 
Testament, with the addition to the 7th of the words: "Or eat and 
smoke opium." I understand that an interview was arranged, but was 
broken ofFon some point of etiquette. The version given by his excellency 
of the visit leaves me so mystified by the insignificance of what he has 
attained that I shall wait for further revelations. 

Yours, respectfully, 

H. MARSHALL. 
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Mr. Spooner to Commodore Perry. 

9 

CoKsuLATB United Statbs op America, Canton, 

April 20; 1853. 

SitLi In the absence of the American minister, Mr. Marshall, and of 
At. p. S. Forbes, the United States consul, (who also holds the. French 
ice consulship here,) I would ask of you, as the senior naval oflHcer on 
his station, the expression of an opinion as to my duty with regard to 
he injuries recently inflicted upon the rigging of the French flag-staff, 
Qow standing in the front of the garden of the factories. 

The stays were cut first on the night of the 6th or 7th inst.; and, in 
answer to a communication on this subject from H. E. A. de Bourbau- 
lon, I stated that, if the act was charged against any American citizen 
resident here, it would be my duty to investigate th^ charge. My 
answer was, I believe, satisfactory to M. de Bourbaulom 

The rigging has been cut again ; and more than once since that date, 
but always in the night time. 

I have no reason to suspect, and do not suspect, any American citi- 
zen of either committing or authorizing these acts of outrage; but this 
recurrence causes me much anxiety, and if, under the circumstances, 
you can give me any advice, I shall feel greatly obliged by your doing it 
I ought not to close this without informing you that the French flag- 
staff has been placed in its present position in opposition to the wishes 
of the m^'ority of the community, who think their rights thereby in- 
vaded; but at a public meeting on the instant Siey by a unani- 

iQous vote disclaimed all share m or responsibility for the proceedings 
against it. 

I remain, sir, respecthilly, your obedient servant, 

D. N. SPOONER, 

United StaUs Vice Consul 
Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Commanding United States E. L Sguadron^ Canton. 



Commodore Perry to Mr. Spooner. 

Canton, April 21, 1853. 

Sir : I have this moment received your letter, asking, " in the absence 
of the American minister, Mr. Marshall, and of Mr. Forbes, the 
United States consul, (who also holds the French vice consulship here,) 
the expression of an opinion as to my [your][ duty with regara to the 
iquries recently inflicted upon the rigging ot the French flag-staflT, now 
standing in the garden in front of the factories." 

In reply, I may remark that, being ignorant of the tenure of property 
or jurisdiotion by which the garden is held, it would be improper for 
'He to express an opinion as to the propriety or impropriety of the 
.Section ot a French flag-staflT within its precincts. But I do not hes- 
itate to say, that since it has been erectea, and the flag of a great na- 
tion displayed upon it, the inviolability which belotig;& \o eN^t^ ia»- 
8 
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tional ensign should be respected by all lovers of order, whose duty 
it ^oiild be to use every means of detecting those irresponsible per- 
sons who, during the hours of night, have stealthily committed the 
outrages of which you speak. 

1 know of no other proper mode of settUng the question, which seems 
to have excited so much feeling, than to refer it to the calm decision of 
legal or diplomatic investigation. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding East India Squadron* 



M. de Bourbaulon to Commodore Perry. 

Legation de France en Chine, Macao, 

le2^,Avril,186S. 

Monsieur : J'ai re^u hier une communication de Mr. le vice-consul 
des Etats-Unis a Canton, renfermant des copies d'une lettre qu'il avail 
cru devoir vous adresser a l' occasion des attentats r^p^t^s commis con- 
tre le mat de pavilion Fran^ais, ainsi que de votre r^ponse. 

Permettez-moi, monsieur, quoique je de vous exprimer ma recon- 
naissance pour I'appui moral que vous avez donn^ dans cette circon- 
stance au reprdsentant d'une nation amie des Etats-Unis, en vous pro- 
non§ant d'une maniere aussi noble et aussi d^cid^e centre les attaques 
clandestines dirigt^es centre le pavilion de mon pays, et en exprimant 
qu'il ^tait du devoir de tons les amis du bon ordre d'user tons les 
mo5'ens en leur pouvoir pour en d^couvrir et faire punir les auteurs. 

Je ne doute pas que I'expression de cette opinion, ^maned d'une aussi 
haute autorit^ que la votre, n'ait contribu^ efficacement a donner plus 
de force encore aux sentiments de reprobation manifestos par la plus 
grande partie de lacommunaut^ ^trangere contre de pareils actes,eta 
eloigner ainsi heureusement la ni^cessit^ des mesures que je me voyais 
dans I'obligation de prendre pour faire respecter le pavilion de aion 
pays. . 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, avec une haute consideration, monsieur, votre 
tres humble et tres ob^issant serviteur, 

A. BOURBAULON, 
Ministre PUnipotentiairc de France en Chine. 

Monsieur le Commodore Perry, 

Commandant Vescadre des Etats- Unis dans les mers de la Chine. 



Macao, Jpril 26, 1853. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of yesterday, and am highly gratified to learn from its contents 
that my letter to the United States vice consul at Canton, with respect 
to the dastardly acts of some midnight prowlers in that city, has met 
yoar approbation. 

It is impossible that the sacred ness of the flag of France can, in the 
ie2i:iotest degree, be affected by these petty annoyances, the perpetra- 



H. Doc. 123. 115 

>rs of which would be the last to meet the responsibility of their own 
elinauencies. But I sincerely hope they may yet be discovered and 
Tougnt to signal punishment. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your most obedient ser- 
rant, 

M, C. PERRY, 
Commander-in-chief of the United Stat^ naval forces 

in the East India^ China^ and Japan seas. 
His Excellency A, Bourbaulon, 

Minister Plenipotentiary of France to Chinat Macao. 



U. S. Steam-frioate Mississippi, at sea, 

April 30, 1863. 

Sir : As, in the absence from Canton of the principal functionaries 
of the United States legation, a matter was referred to me by the vice 
consul, Mr. Spooner, 1 deem it proper to place in your possession, as 
pertaining more particularly to the legation, a copy of the correspondence 
which grew out of the application of that gentleman. 

It is needless, I presume, for me to say that I should have declined 
any official interference with this business had you or Dr. Parker, or 
the consul, been present; but as I found Mr. Spooner, who, in my opin- 
ion, has acted with great prudence and discretion, somewhat embar- 
rassed, I did not hesitate to reply promptly to his letter. 

A copy of the correspondence has also been forwarded to the Navy 
Department as a part of the usual report of current details of my offi- 
cial transactions. 
With great respect, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Commander-inrchief of the United States naval forces 

in the East India^ China% and Japan seas. 
His Excellency H. Marshall, 

Commissioner of the United States to China. 



Legation of the U. S. of America, Shanghai, 

May 4, 1853. 

Sir : I have the honor to ackrv)wledge the receipt of your note of the 
JOih ult., enclosing a correspondence between yourself and Mr. Daniel 
Spooner in regard to the secret injuries inflicted upon the French flag- 
laff at Canton ; as also between his excellency M. de Bourbaulon, the 
'Vench minster, and yourself, connected with the same subject. 
I am your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Commander-in-chief of the United States naval forces 

in the seas of China and Jaipau^ 
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Mr. Bradley to Mr. Marshall. 

United States Consulate, Amot, 

March 25, 1863. 

Sm : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two de- 
spatches per steamer Rattler on the 16th instant— one under date 22d 
February, announcing the death of the Hon. Daniel Webster, late 
Secretary of State; the other under date 3d March, relative to the 
number of American vessels entered and cleared at this port, the duties 
paid, consular accounts, statement concerning Chinese emigratioi^&c.; 
to which I have now the honor to reply. 

As this consulate was not established until 1849, 1 have been able 
to get correct accounts of American vessels entered and cleared (mly 
since 1846. The statement of the annual number entered and cleared, 
together with their tonnage and amount of duties paid, please find on 
the accompanying list to date. 

No moneys have been received for judicial services at this consulate, 
and the amount expended for such services has been $8 ; being pay- 
ment to linguist at two judicial examinations on two cases brought 
before the consul by resident citizens of the United States. 

No punishments nave been indicted upon any American citizen or 
citizens, nor have there been any amounts adjusted or claimed by some 
residing within this consular junsdicdon. 

This port has not had, since the reopening of its trade in 184^ any 
direct American commerce; and until its reSly superior advantages as 
a tea market are understood, it can have none. The Ankoi Hills, where 
the black tea grows, are 500 miles nearer Amoy than any of the other 
ports lu China; so that not only the immense expense of hand-carriage 
might Hh saved, but also the new tea here could be had several months 
earlier than at Canton. 

Chinese emigration firom this place has been carried on with much 
activity for the las|^ three or four years; the people have been taken to 
Cuba, Sidney, Demerara, Callao, and Honolulu. 

The people of this province are generally very quiet and industrious, 
and seem quite different from the natives of Canton and vicinity ; they 
are also enterprising, and disposed to emigrate ; and hence there has 
been until recently no difficulty in procuring any number required. 

Those that have emigrated from this province since 1847 have been 
shipped from this port. Recently emigrants have to some extent been 
obtamed from the northeastern part of the Canton province, and shipped 
firom a place near Namas called Swaftm. The emigrants go undfer a 
contract to labor for a term of five to eight years, at $3 a $4 per month 
wages. 

The number of emigrants shipped yearly, commencing^ith 1S47, 
is as follows : 

1847— to Havana 640 

1848— to Sidney 130 
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1 849— to Sidney 160 

1850 — to Sidney.. 406 

1851— to Sidney 1,478 

to Honolulu 199 

1,677 

1862 — to Havana 2,442 

to Sidney 1,077 

to Honolulu 101 

to Callao 404 

to Demerara 1,267 

to California 410 

• 6,691 

1853 — ^to Havana , .•. . . 2,123 

Sidney 264 

Calloa 600 

Demerara 320 



3,197 

11,881 

The parties that the emigrants were shipped to in Havana are 
Messrs. Villoldo, Wardrop & Co., and Don Ulannel B. Pereda, those 
firms acting as agents for the Spanish government. 

To whom the emigrants go to at the other mentioned places, I have 
not been able to learn. 

I enclosed a list, showing the number of emi^nt ships sailed from 
this port and at Swatan, with their flag-destination and the number of 
emigrants per each vessel; also, two copies of agreements generally 
used, consular returns since 1860, imports, exports, statement of since 
1847, as near as could be ascertained. 

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

C. W. BRADLEY, Jb. 
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Emigration of contract laborers to Havana since 1847 to date. 



Date. 



Mag. 



Vessel*! name. 



Nunber 
of meo. 



Where firom. 



1847. 

Jannary 

March 

1852. 

August 

September .... 
October 

Do 

NoTember 

December 

Do 

1853. 
January 

Do 

February 

Do 

March 

Do 



Spanish . 
British.. 



.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do A. 
.do A. 
.do... 
.do... 



Spanish . 
British. . 
Spamsh . 
....do... 
British.. 
....do... 



Ognendo 

Duke of Argyle 

British Sovereign . . . . 
Panama ............. 

Gertrude 

Blenheim 

Inchinnan 

Lady Amherst 

Sir Thomas Qresham 

Indian de Unzuela. . . 

Columbus 

San Andres 

BeUaGallega 

Medina 

Sappho 



220 
420 

313 
349 
350 
453 
355 
275 
347 

350 
300 
383 
390 
450 
250 



Amoy. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Namas. 
Amoy. 
Namas. 

Do. 
Amoy. 
Namas. 

Do. 

Do. 
Amoy. 



Emigration of contract laborers to Sidney since 1848 to date. 



1848. 
July 

1849. 
November 

1850. 

March 

November 

1851. 

August 

September.... 

Do 

October 

November 

December 

1852. 

January 

Do 

November 

Do 

1853. 
January 



British. 
....do.. 



.do. 
.do. 

-do. 



.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 



.do. 



Nimrod. 
Cadet... 



Gazelle 

Duke of Roxburgh. 



do 

Ganges 

Arabia 

General Palmer. 

Statesman 

Amazon , 



Eleanor Lancaster. 

Spartan 

Eleanor Lancaster. 
Royal Saxon 



Spartan . 



120 

150 

134 
272 

240 
224 
19G 
335 
180 
303 

340 
250 
260 
327 

354 



Amoy. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Namas. 
Amoy. 

Do. 



Emigration of contract laborers to Honolulu since 1851 to date. 



1851. 
November. 

1852. 
November. 



British. 
...do.. 



rhetis . 
Do... 



199 
101 



Amoy. 
Do. 
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Emigralion of contract laborers to Peru since 1862 to daXe. 



Date. 



Flag. 



Vessel*! name. 



Number 
of men. 



Where from. 



1852. 

July 

1853. 

March.... 



PernYlan.. 
British.... 



Empressa. 

Nepaul.... 



404 
500 



Amoy. 
Namas. 



Emgratian of contract laborers to the British West Indies since 1852 to date. 



1852. 
July 


British 


Lord Elxrin ................ 


155 
305 
352 
445 

320 


Amoy. 
Do. 


oeptember.... 




Glentanner . . .... .......... 


Kofember..... 


•— ^0 


Samuel Boddington 


Do. 


December 


Australia ................... 


Natnas. 


1853. 
March 


....do.... ...... 


Lady Flora Hastings 


Do. 1 



Emigration of contract laborers to California since 1852 to date. 




Amot, March, 1853. 

Memorandum of agreement made and entered into this 

day of , in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 

and , between , a native of China, of the one part, 

and , of , in the territory of , New South 



Wales, 



-r-, of the other part, witnesseth, that the said 



^ees to serve the said , and such person or persons whom 

te may place in charge over the said — , in the capacity of 

shepherd, farm and general servant, and laborer in the said territory, 
forihe term of five years, to commence from the date of the arrival of 

,the said in the said territory, and to obey all his lawful 

orders, and the orders of such persons as may be placed in charge over 

him. And the said agrees to pay the said per month, 

the said amount to be paid in dollars, or in sterling British money at 
^e exchange of four shillings per dollar. And also to provide the fol- 
lowing weekly rations, namely : 8 pounds of flour, or 10 pounds of 
rice, at option, 9 pounds of meat, and 2 ounces of tea. 



-, natural del pueblo de 



, provincia de en China, 



afios y de oficio declaro que he convenido con el 



deedadde 

^ente del Sefior D. Ignacfo Fernandez de Castro, de Cadiz, en em- 

^3rcarme en el buque , con objeto de trasladarme a la 

^ana, en la isla de Cuba, obligandome desde m\ \\!egaL^^ ^ $w^ 
carme en ella d las ordenes de D. Manuel B. yeteda, k\aL ^^x^Rfwau^ 



liSO 
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quien se traspase esta obligacion & cualquiera clase de traba|D que se 
me destine ya en los Ineenios 4 otxas fincas durante las horas acostum- 
bradas como fbera de eUas segun convenga 4 las espresadas personas 
y •§, ejecutor los trabajos por cuatro pesos de salaris ai mes, aue empeza- 
r&n & correr k las veinticuatro horas de saltar a tierra en la Habana, 
lamanutencion sera de ocho onzas de came salada, una y media libras 
de platanos boneatos u otras raices alimenticias ; asistencia de medico 
y enfermeria ; dos mudasde ropa, y una fraz&da anuales y una camisa 
de liana ; conveniendo en que en los casos de enfermedad, si esta esce- 
diese de quince dias. 6e me suspenda el salario basta que vuelya a 
trabajar contim^ndose entretanto la asistencia de enfermeria cumpli- 
endo con estas obligacion es por espacio de ocho afios continuos que se 
fijan por t^rmino de este contrato, cumplido el cual que dar^ en libertad 
de obrar como mejor me parezca. 

Mi pasage y manutencion 4 bordo del buque espresado ser^ de 
cuenta de D. Ignacio Fernandez de Castro, de quien confieso que he 
recibido por mano de su agente la cantidad de _■ pesos fiierte^ 

en oro 6 plata para mi baoilitacion en el viaje que voy& emprender y 

f dos mudas de ropa nueva para saltar en tierra importantes * 

pesos 6. condicion de que los , que suman ambas partidas la$ 

pagar^ en la Habana, k la 6rden del espresado D. Manuel B. Pereda, 
con un peso almes que se me descontara de mi salario por la personal 
quien fiiese traspasado esto contrato, entendiendose que por ningun 
otro cpncepto podra b^erseme descuento alguno. Y en i'6 de que 
cumplir^ punctualmente con las obligaciones que quedan e^apresadaa, 

firmo el presente contfato, en £muy, k , de , de 

185-. 



Consular returns of American vessels arriving at and departing from the 
port qfAmoy,in China, from the 1st day of January, 1850, to date. 



Date of 


Clast. 


Name. 


Tons. 


Master. 


Crew. 


Where from. 


•mval. 


Am. 


For. 




1850. 
Feb. 11 
May 17 
Jane 19 


Ship... 
Brig.... 
Ship... 

Ship... 
Barque. 

Ship...-. 
Barque. 
Ship.... 
Barque. 
Barque. 
Barque. 


Helena 

Emain 

Chowming 

Baoe Horse 

BobertBowne... 
Dragon 


597 81 
290 87 
453 37 


John Lomd 

Thos.Mickunjr. 
Bay L. Clark... 

Wm. C.Johnson 
John Porter..* T 


10 
10 

8 


3 

4 
4 


Skan^iaL 
Hong KoQg. 
Do. 


1851 


1342 15 


28 


11 




April 11 
llay 4 


535 25 
514 49 

1040 74 


12 


4 
24 


Whampoa. 
Hong Kong- 




L. Bryson 

NathU Andrews. 




1852 


12 


28 




Feb. 10 

Mar. 27 


504 92 
289 80 
504 42 
289 80 
252 45 
289 80 


8 
8 
7 
8 


5 
2 

4 
2 
9 
2 


Honolulu. 

HongKoog. 

Putbaok. 


April 19 
22 


BobertBowne... 


Nath'l Andrews.. 
George Coffin... 
Nathl Andrews.. 

1 


Whampoa. 
Do. 
Do. 


24 

H^y 15 


▲res Iris 

Dragon. •....••. 








W^l^ 


\^\^ 


\ 
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Statement of the number of American vessels arrived and cleared at the port 
of Amoy since 1 847 , with their tonnage^ and. duties paid to the Chinese 
government, as far as can be ascertained. 



Year. 


No. 


Tonimge. 


Cargo. 


Datiespttd. 


1847.. 


6 
None. 
5 
3 
2 
6 


1,630 


General carffo ................................ 


$3,500 00 


1848 






1849.. 


1,580 
1,342 
1,049 
2, 131 


Tarn and vhirting .... ,,,r^,,,.,, 


5,750 00 


1850.. 


do - 


3,300 00 


1851 


Cotton --... .--.- 


6,040 00 


1852 


nntt/kn vfLm nnA ni aaa atuui*. 


7,570 00 










22 


7,732 


28,160 00 



EXPORTS. 

1850. — In three Tessels, duties paid $4,735 

1851. — In two vessels, duties paid 

1852.— In six vessels, duties paid 3,700 

8,435 



[Official— No. 16.] 



Legation op U. S. A., Shanghai, 

May 20, 1S53. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith the following enclosures, 
to wit: 

1. A statement by a committee ot American merchants in regard to 
the disadvantages of trade for the want of a convenient currency in 
China, with suggestions as to future action on the subject. 

2. Correspondence between American merchants in Shanghai, Mr. 
Marshall, and Commodore Perry, in relation to the withdrawal ot the 
entire naval force of the United States from Shanghai. 

3. Correspondence between Mr. Marshall and Commodore Perry in 
relation to the service of a national ship, to await the reception of the 
United States Commissioner. 

4. Correspondence between Mr. Marshall and Commander Kelly in 
relation to the Plymouth at Shanghai, and his reply thereto. 

The especial attention of the President is respectfully requested to 
No. 3 of these enclosures. I regret to observe that a disposition to dis- 
regard and to resist all requests made by persons holding civil appoint- 
ments abroad, prevails among the officers of high rank in the navy of 
the United States, and is fast becoming an esprit du corps. This is not 
only a source of inconvenience, as obstructing the due performance of 
public duty, but sometimes unfavorably affects the consideration due to 
the public functionaries of the United States by the people of foreign 
lands. My coiTespondence with the department will prove the mani- 
festation of this spirit towards me by Commodore Aulick, and now it is 
matter for complaint in the case of Commodore Perry, whose proceed- 

j'ags here have, in my opinion, inflicted deep injury upon the United 

States, in their reiations with China. 



H. Doc. 123. 123 

The Department of State is already advised of my exertions to pro- 
ore a presentation of my credentials to this government, and of each 
tep I have token. 

Inimediately upon his arrival at Shanghai, Commodore Perry trans- 
?rred his broad pennant to the Susquehanna, and announced his inten- 
ion to depart at an early day for the special service to which he is as- 
igned. He made his preparations accordingly. I did not conceive it 
[> be within my province to interfere in any manner with his arrange- 
aenls, however unfortunate for the United States interests I deemed 
hem, because the government had, in its discretion, withheld from me 
L knowledge of his instructions, and of the nature of the duty confided 
:o him. But I presumed that Commodore Perry — with a full knowl- 
edge of the relations in which I stand to China, and of the progress I 
had made in the attempt to communicate with this government — ^would 
consider it a duty, before his departure, to provide proper facilities for 
my prosecution of the mission intrusted to my guidance. I never 
doubted that he would leave one ship-of-war on this coast for my per- 
sonal protection, and to meet any emergency that might arise in the in- 
tercourse between the United States and China. 

On the 7th of May the merchants of the United States resident at 
Shanghai addressed to me the letter which I have transmitted here- 
with, in which they call my attention to the rumor that Commodore 
Perry designed to withdraw the entire force from this coast. It then 
became my duty to address him upon the subject. Aware of the feel- 
ing entertained sometimes by oflBcers, jealous of interference with their 
command, I was cautious to present the inquiry in such manner as not 
to awaken any exhibition of that weakness, or to afford room for a sus- 
picion that I desired to impede his movements in the least degree. The 
nature of his reply of the 11th May displayed to me the expediency of 
bringing before his notice, oflScially and formally, my own claims for a 
ship, and a review by him of my situation and relations to China. I 
thought my application would strengthen that of the merchants of Shang- 
hai, as one ship could perform the double duty of protecting the American 
interests here by her presence, and of affording to me the apparent or 
actual means of prosecuting my mission. It was plain that 1 could not 
desire the use of that ship elsewhere so long as danger threatened 
Shanghai ; because for that period my duty would compel my own per- 
sonal presence here. The reply of Commodore Perry was delayed 
until midday on the 17th, when it was delivered to me, and he left this 
port about four o'clock the same evening, without favoring me with the 
character of the orders he had given to the Plymouth; without inform- 
^tig me of his own destination, or in any mode seeking to establish a 
fiiture communication between us. 1 do not know, consc(iuently, 
.^hither he has gone; and were circumstances to arise here requiring 
^periously the presence of a naval force, I should be at a loss to know 
•o what place to despatch a vessel in search of him. Yesterday I ad- 
Iressed a note to Commander Kelly, which, together with his reply, I 
inclose herewith. The President will see, from the reply of Commander 
ielly, that the rendezvous of the naval force is a secret, and that the 
itay of the Plymouth is matter not for my discretion^ but for the discretion 
>f the subaltern of Commodore Perry. 1 was Vnfoitii^^ \s^ ^wxi- 
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mander Kelly, verbally, that unlesa some unforeseen emergency shall 
demand his continuance here, it is his intention, under the dis^bretkn 
vested in him by the commodore, to •* follow the commodore" withiaa 
week from the date of the departure of the Susquehanna. His anxiety 
to be " up with the expedition? is certainly natural. 

I presume the unvarnished truth is, that the Plymouth was leftia 
this port, ** at least for the present," with an understanding that sbe 
would go to sea as soon as th^ mail arrives, which is expected in aH 
this week. 

When the nature of the order given to Commander Kelly is coor 
sidered, the first *• conclusive reason " assigned by Commodore Perry ix 
his refusal of my demand for the assistance and presence of a ship^ 
war, must be deemed very unsatisfactory. 

The stay of the Plymouth at Shanghai seems to be determined "fcr i 
certain time," (the arrival of the mail,) and afterwards will depend upoa 
the commander of the Plymouth, who is •* to remain or to proceed, is 
.accordance with enclosed orders" — sl responsibility to be met under hii 
own discretion, limited only by the suggestion from his superior that 
it was to be regulated by the movements of the insurgents within thai 
" certain time," and undter the expressed anticipation by that superior 
that he would exercise it "within a few days." What ** serious incoor 
venience to the special service" could such a delay of the Plymoutl 
have occasioned, that it is relied on as "a conclusive reason" for the 
refusal to lend me the aid of a ship— though that ship were the Ply- 
mouth — to protect me by her presence, and to assist me to the success- 
ful issue of my attempt to be received in a proper manner by this g^ 
ernment? Can any man of experience fidl to see that Commodore Peny 
expected the Plymouth to follow him in a few days? Can the Presi- 
dent fail to know that this apparent concession to the application of the 
American merchants for the protection of a ship-of-war — to say a>- 
thing of my requisition — ^is a semblance and not a reality? The usual 
courtesy, the actual duty, under the circumstances, would have dictated 
that the stay of the Plymouth would be regulated by my discretion, if 
the concession was made to the apprehension of the merchants. The 
nature of the service mi^ht have been limited by a distinct declaratiott 
of its object, and the desire of the commodore that the vessel should pro- 
ceed to its destination so soon as the Cammiisianer conceived immioeot 
danger to American interests in Shanghai to have passed away. The 
course pursued by Commodore Perry is, therefore, an indignity to my 
official character^ which it belongs to the government I represent to 
redress in a proper manner. But as a reason for the refusal of a ship 
to assist me, the order detaching the Plymouth, ** at least for a sboit 
time," is most weak, impotent, and delusive. 

The repetition of my argument to prove to Commodore Perry the 
propriety of acceding to my request will not be necessary, as the ar- 
gument itself accompanies this ps^r. But I must observe, whether 
my proceedings thus far meet the approbation or disapprobation of the 
President, they were taken^ and could tiave been pursued without hazard- 
ing the rupture from which Commodore Ferry seems to shrink vith 
such sudden prudence. Wh^t have I done? Arriving at Canton in 
January Jast, I have, since that time, been endeavoring to communi- 
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cale with the government of China as constant^' as the means of trans- 
portation -vlrere a£S)rded me by commanding officers of the navy. Con- 
sulting the supposed predilections of the Emperor, and pursuing at 
CBce the precedents nimished by my predecessors, and the means 

r)ihted out by the treaty, I have presented myself at the points where 
had reason to expect an official through whose instrumentality I could 
eesent my credentials to his Majesty. I have exhausted those means. 
y presence is known to the authorities of China, as appears from the 
feet that, under the pressure of necessity and an ardent desire to secure 
the means of suppressing a formidable rebellion, the acting governor- 
general of these provinces addressed an application to me, in my official 
ehardcter, requestbg me to assist the Emperor with the vessels-of-war 
of my country. He knew of my presence at Shanghai, because his 
application was addressed to me at this place. Nevertheless, the public 
amhority, though aware of my application for an interview at Canton, 
and of the absence of the imperial commissioner from that city for eigh- 
teen months past, of my presence here, of my desire to communicate 
with the government, made no movement whatever to facilitate my 
action. I then addressed a communication directly to the prime min- 
ster at Pekin. Should I have been excused — would I nave been 
excusable — had I recoiled after the efforts I had already made, and, in 
the very presence of the Chinese subordinates, tamely taken up a posi- 
tion outside of the empire, there to await the uncertain termination of 
this revolution, rather tnan to address myself, as the envoy of a power- 
ful government, to the sovereign to whom I am accredited? I confess 
I have no such awe of "his Celestial Majesty" — ^no such respect for 
the ridiculous exclusiveness and arrogant pretension of superiority un- 
der which he has concealed national weakness. But, above all, I could 
not so humiliate the President of the United States as to retire volunta- 
rily, without executing the high commission he intrusted to my guid- 
ance and direction. 

If I fail to discharge my full duty, the fault and the responsibility 
shall appear together to "our rulers at home." I will be mindful that 
the record shall vindicate, at the same time, my readiness to seize ad- 
vantages for my country which are offered by the chapter of passing 
events, and shall contain testimony of my prudence to avoid a commit- 
tal of my government to any rash or discreditable position. 

By reference to my letter to the prime minister, the President will 
perceive that, while I suggested my desire to pay n^ respects to his 
Majesty at Pekin, I was mindful to guard against the effect of a dis- 
comfiture by the presentation of an admissible alternative, clearly 
within the acknowledged duty of this government. My letter to Com- 
modore Perry discloses the same caution, because I informed him that 
the privilege remained to the Emperor, without a breach of national 
courtesy, according to the antecedents of intercourse between the two 
countries, to appoint a commissioner to receive me, and to indicate a 
place for the transaction of the public business. That place might be 
Cantotl, or Pekin, or Shanghai, or some other point along the coast or 
in the interior, at the discretion of his Majesty. The point of my ap- 
plication to Commodore Perry ;nay be thus summed up : " You know 
what I have done; I have reached, a point iSxHn which I must have a 
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reply from Pekin to my communication. I may be required to go there 
or somewhere else, lo meet a commissioner on the part of China. If 
the court of China will not reply to my letter, I must go nearer than I 
am at present to know that my communication has been received. If 
this government will neither receive me nor appoint a commissioDer 
to confer with me, I must then retire from the country. In any event, 
I want a ship of war, that my nation's flag may protect me in my office 
while this duty is discharged." That request he has refused. In the 
peculiar relation I hold at present to this government, I think by that 
refusal and by his abrupt departure, leavii^ me without assistance, he 
has done a grievous wrong to our common country. 

The extreme caution evinced in regard to sending a ship-of-war to 
the mouth of the Peiho is misapplied. My letter expressly makes my 
visit to that point to depend on one of two contingencies : first, that I 
am invited to Pekin by nis Majesty; second, that Lreceive no reply to 
my communication to the prime minister. In the first, surely I should 
have a ship-of-war to convey me to the nearest and usual point of de- 
barkation for the capital ; in the second, the commodore and I are at 
issue as to my line of dtUy, and he Assumes to control my action by re- 
fusing the means to pursue my duty, according to my own conviction 
of it. But should his Majesty indicate another point for an interview 
between his imperial commissioner and myself. Commodore Perry hai 
withdrawn the only means at my command lo travel to such point! Suppose 
the mouth of the Peiho to be the desired terminus of my voyage: is it 
possible the sloop-of-war Plymouth cannot go where a British seventy- 
four went in tlie last century, where the Modeste has since gone, and 
where divers other ships of heavier draught have frequently sailed! 
Merchant vessels constantly traverse the gulf of Pechlee. I think it 
must be unjust to the seamanship of our navy to decide that the Ply- 
mouth cannot be conducted where the ships of other nations have 
been — where, as I understand, the charts snow from twenty to thirty 
feet of water over the entire course to an anchorage within seven miles 
of the spot. I understand that the feasibility of the voyage to the 
mouth of the Peiho was referred to a board of masters and command- 
ers, who reported favorably^ but I do not vouch for the correctness of 
the rumor that such a board convened. The President can ascertain 
the fact, if he shall deem it important or desirable. 

The most remarkable feature of the letter of Commodore Perry, as 
well as the most unwarrantable matter, is that passage in which be 
throws aside th * thin excuses of special service and apprehension of 
the unsuccessful issue of the "experiment," to announce boldly thatAe 
wovld not furnish the ship did no such reasons for the refusal exist. His ex- 
pression is now undisguised. He assumes the right, as a naval com- 
mander, to w^ithhold the use of a ship under his command from con- 
veying me to the court tx) which I am accredited, unless my approach 
to that court is made in such a manner and at such a point as his 
judgment shall approve. This pretension amounts to the assumption 
of a right to supervise the action of the Commissioner, and to render 
the co-operation of the naval force of the country solely dependent upon 
tlje approval of the course of the Commissioner by the naval com- 
mander! Such a pretension, fairly sustained, wiU suggest the propriety 



H. Dpo. 123. 127 

of managing diplomatic relations with foreign countries through the in- 
strumentality alone of the commodores of the navy, whose education 
and habits fit them peculiarly for the discussion of questions of inter- 
national law! 

It is my duty to request the attention of the President in an especial 
manner to this communication, for I conceive the action of Commodore 
Perry (or of the government, if he is complying with the spirit of his 
instructions) to be impolitic, unfair to the American owners whose 
property is exposed to risk in the five ports of China, and grossly unjust 
and injurious to me. 
The condition of this empire, at the date of my arrival upon its 
- border, promised opportunities to obtain important advantages for the 
^ coHimerce of the United States. Subsequent changes in the aspect of 
public affairs have increased the chances of success, under prompt and 
able management. But these ameliorations are not to be obtained by 
withdrawing the entire naval force of the United States from the shores 
of China at the moment when its presence is most required. They are 
not to be secured by imitating the example of the dog in the fable, who 
lost the substance by grasping at the shadow. They are not to be 
calculated upon when public authorities of China behold the Commis- 
sioner of the United States put ashore and abandoned by his country's flag, 
without any description of national ship to convey him from one place 
to another ; indeed, without the semblance of consideration ©r respect 
paid to his office, or to the condition of his pyblic relations. 
• Most respectfully I submit, that it would be wonderful should the 
government of China concern itself further as to my fate, or evince in 
the future any sensibility whatever as to my proper reception under its 
authority. To me, personally, this conduct is very annoying and vexa- 
tious ; but it wounds the government I represent, by cheapening the 
consideration which is paid to its principal representative, and by the 
^ utter disregard it displays of the most obvious policy in the present con- 
r^ dition of my relations to China. An example will illustrate the detri- 
ment the interest of the United States will suffer by this course. Is a 
^ residence for your minister at Pekin desirable? The viceroy has ap- 
j^ plied for the assistance of your navsd force to suppress a rebellion. He 
g^ is told that the Emperor must make the application. The will of the 
Emperor is known through the anxiety of his minister, but intercourse 
T viih the central government is a point to be attained. Just at this time 
13 application is made by me to present my credentials at Pekin, and the 
nr ^ope to procure assistance might be expected to operate powerfully on 
a the determination of the question of a change in the Emperor's terms of 
5 ' intercourse with foreign powers. But pending ray application lor a 
ic reception the commodore withdraws from the coast, with the entire 
V- force ; thus at once cutting off hope. and motive to change firom the court, 
? and exhibiting me deprived of support or protection. The effect must, 
of comrse, be a loss of the desired results. The experience of the Presi- 
dent will enable him to appreciate the necessity of sustaining a public 
' agent creditably abroad. 1 submit this matter to him under a full re- 
liance that, though the opportunity may be lost to me of availing of a 
happy conjuncture of afliiirs to advance the pohtical and commercial 
interests of the United States, he will be mindful to see that, so soon as 
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time will allow, a proper and efficient corrective, and a sure remedy 
for these indignities, shall be applied. 

One remark is due to another statement of Commodore Perry's letter 
before I close this communication. He thinks my action should be 
regulated by reference to that of European ministers who have been 
deputed to the same court. • 

The citation of M. de Bourbaulon's case, for my imitation, illustrates 
the misfortune of leaving the diplomatist in the power of a naval cora- 
mander. The commodore is ignorant of the circumstances which have 
attended M. de Bourbaulon's residence in this country, when he sap- 
poses that functionary to have been a willing or patient absentee fixMn 
the post to which duty calls him. The feet is, shortly after the arrival 
of M. de Bourbaulon, a change in the French government rendered it 
proper for him to pause ; this pause was followed directly by letters 
jfrom the department of foreiffn afl&irs intimating his recall to France. 
Thus he remained for more than a year, supposing that his government 
had deputed his successor, whose arrival he was directed to await 
Only about the period of my own arrival did he receive new letten 
plenipotentiary under the empire. His short experience meanwhile on 
this distant station^ with a naval commander who was disposed to cavil 
at Am authority, induced him to refer the very issue to his home government 
that is now raised with me by Commodore Perry j and to prefer inaction rather 
than hazard an attempt to pursue his views as a minister under the assumptuk 
by a naval officer to judge tne merits of his public acts, under the pretence 
of deciding the question of yielding or refusing the co-operation of the 
fleet when requested. 

The case is a most unfortunate one for the commodore to cite, unless 
it be to prove that he is not treating me in a worse manner than the 
French minister has been treated by the naval officer who was tempo- 
rarily in command of the French squadron in these seas. 

Under the circumstances which surround me, I can only await calmly 
the decision of the government in this case, availing myself meanwhile 
of whatever opportunity may oflfer to advance the interests of the United 
States, and lending, by my personal presence in the vicinity of the re- 
bellion, such countenance to my distressed countrymen as the supp^i^ 
tian of my authority may produce in the minds of the Chinese. Every 
American ship will very soon have departed firom the China seas, to 
look after the shadowy future which may be enveloped within the 
^^ peaceful expedition to JapanJ^ 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

To the Hon. Secretary op State, Washington city. 



No. 1. 

Shanghai, May 14, 1S63* 
Sir : We have been deputed by the American merchants at Shan^^* 
to solicit an interview with your excellency, for the purpose of bring* 
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g under your notice the great disadvantages under which* our trade 
bors through the absence of an authorized currency, and at the same 
ne to submit the conclusion at which they have arrived as to the 
ie effectual remedy for the evil. 

The only legal com of China is the copper cash, worth the 15th part 
' a cent, though, by treaty regulations, sycee is taken in payment for 
ities. This fluctuates in price with the value of silver. The shee 
worth about seventy dollars. 

The want of some coin intermediate between these two extreme 
alues is universally felt, and in the central provinces has been par- 
ally supplied by the conventional currency of the Spanish Carolus dol- 
ir; but as this is an obsolete coin, of which the quantity in existence 
3 rapidly decreasing, while the transactions it is employed in are as 
apidly augmenting, its insufficiency has become manifest. The only 
jfiectual remedy appears to be the establishment of a national mint in 
China, at which, on the payment of a fair seigniorage, bar or other silver 
M)uld be transmuted into an equivalent quantity of coin, which the im- 
perial government would take in payment of duties. A combination 
of the foreign merchants for this end could not obtain any satisfactory 
result The sanction and co-operation of the Chinese government are 
essential to success ; and though the difficulties in the way of procuring 
these be great, we feel a strong conviction that thev are not insuperable, if 
the foreign governments, deeming the subject of the importance attached 
to it here, should take the matter into their favorable consideration, and 
throw in the weight of their advice and influence whenever a new 
treaty shall be made, or the existing treaties be subjected to revision. 

From the interest your excellency has frequently expressed to us 
individually in the affairs of China and its relations with our country, 
ve believe we have only to bring this suggestion before your mind to 
secure your fevorable consideration of a project the accomplishment of 
^hich would be so beneficial, not only to foreign trade, but to the 
Chinese empire itself. 

EDW. CUNNINGHAM, 

C. D. NYE, 

W. SHEPHARD WETMORE. 
The Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 
t7. S. Commissioner and Minister Plenipotentiary to China, ifc*, ^c. 



Mr. Marshall to Mr. Cunningham and others, 

Shanghai, May 14, 1853. 
Gentlemen: The communication with which I am honored by you, 
^ regard to the disadvantages of trade with an insufficient circulating 
^edium for the transaction of business, explains in a very comprehen- 
^ve manner your view of the evil and the remedy. 

I shall take great pleasure in presenting the matter to the President 
^ho will cause such instructions to be given as shall best comport with 
he policy of the United States. 
9 



Mr. Marshall to Commodore Perry. 

Legation of the U. S. of America, ShanghaIi 

May 11, 1853. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter addressed to d^ 
by tije mercantile firms of this city composed of citizens of the Unit^ 
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I need hardly observe, that it will afford me a high satisfaction to exe- 
cute whatever the President may direct. 
I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Messrs. Cunningham, 

W. S. Wetmorei 
C. D. Nye, 

Committee of American merchants. 



No. 2. 

Shanghai, May 7, 1853. 
Sir : Having heard some rumors of an intention on the part of the 
commander of the United States naval force in these seas to withdraw 
all the American ships-of-war from this port, we deem it not out of place 
to call your attention to the subject, and to ask your interference if there 
are grounds for the report. 

Without entering into the consideration of the extent of the danger 
which threatens foreign interests at this time, the disturbed state of the 
country sufficiently warrants us in expecting and asking, from the aii- 
thorities of our country, protection for our properly, which, we may 
mention, amounts, at a tair valuation, to $1,000,000 or $1,200,000, 
now at risk in this port. We beg that we may not be understood 
as placing belief in the rumor, but it has suggested to our minds the 
possibility of such a step, and the importance of the subject induces 
us to address you. 

We have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obe- 
dient servants, 

RUSSELL & CO., 
WETMORE & CO., 
AUGUSTINE HEARD & CO., 
BULL, NYE & CO., 
SMITH, KING & CO. 
The Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

Mint9(er of the United States to China^ ^., ^t., ^. 






States. I have not undertaken a reply lo it, because I am not p! 
by the President ia possession of your instructions from the govemmenti 
and therefore cannot be presumed to know whether your duty under 
those instructions will require the withdrawal of the whole naval force 1 
G^om this place or not. j 

The letter discloses a large ptoipervj Xi^on^vw^Xa fejaxetican owners 
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now exposed to risk, and certainly the condition ot China at present 
renders all property now at this place insecure ; for, though no danger 
seems to threaten Shanghai at this moment, the occupation of the country 
around Nankin by hostile armies may bring the forces of either party to 
Shanghai at any time within thirty-six hours. But the present condition 
of affairs in China is likely to last through this entire season ; and it will 
be your province to decide, under your instructions, upon the relative 
importance of protecting American interests at Shanghai, by the pres- 
ence of a ship or ships-oP-war, and the immediate application of the 
entire naval force in these seas to the expedition in which it is under- 
stood you are about to engage. 

When you shall have decided the proposition, I would be obliged 
that you would enable me to communicate the result to our fellow- 
citizens. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Commodore M. C. Pbrry, 

United States Conrn/iinder-inrchief of the naval forces in the 

lAist India and China seas^ and of the Expedition to Japan. 



Commodore Perry to Mr. Marshall. 

United States Steam-frioatb Susquehanna, 

Shanghai, May 12, 1853. 

Sir : I have had the honor of receiving your letter of yesterday, to- 
gether with a communication addressed to you by the American mer- 
cantile firms of this city composed of citizens of the United States. 

la reply, I may remark, that 1 have endeavored to make myself 
acquainted with the present condition of things in this part of China, 
^ view of deciding upon the actual necessity of leaving one of the 
ships of the squadron temporarily here, at a time when the services of 
^y whole force are needed elsewhere. 

Before my departure, however, I shall determine the question ; and 
I beg it to be understood that, *) long as I a)mmand the United States- 
^aval forces in these seas, I shall be mindful to watch over the Ameri- 
can interests in China, as far as it can be done consistently with obli- 
K^tions of public duty in other ports of my command, and especially 
^ith reference to an important mission intrusted to my guidance. 
With great respect, I am, &c., 

M.C.PERRY, 
Commander-in-chief of the United States naval forces 

in the East India, China, and Japan seas* 
His Excellency H. Marshall, 

United Stages Commissioner to China, Shanghai. 
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Mr. Marshall to Messrs. Russell ^Co.f and others. 

Shanghai, May 13, 1853. 

Gentlemen: In reply to your letter of the 7th instant, I have the 
honor to communicate, for your information, a correspondence between 
Commodore M. C. Perry and myself in relation to the subject referred 
to in your note. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Messrs. Russell & Co., 
Wetmore & Co., 
A. Heard & Co., 
Bull, Nye & Co., 
Smith, King & Co., Shanghai. 

No. 3. 

Mr. Marshall to Commodore Perry. 

Shanghai, May 13, 1853. 

Sir : I have communicated to you verbally an account of my efforts 
to present my credentials to the government of China, and the nature of 
the relation in which, at present, I am placed to\yards the public authority 
of this empire. You will, therefore, comprehend my embarrassment at 
the prospect of the withdrawal of the naval force of the United Slates 
from this coast at this time. 

My reception by this government is matter of deep interest to the 
United States, and especially to American citizens resident in China, 
and in my opinion will be materially affected both as to the time, 
manner, and place, by the presence of a vessel-of-war belonging to the 
United States to convey me to such point as may be selected by the 
Emperor for that ceremony. 

I should not feel justified, under existing circumstancej, in permitting 
you to depart on the expedition to Japan without making a formal ap- 
plication to you for the aid of a ship-of-war to convey me without delay 
to the mouth of the Peiho, or as near that point as it will be safe to go— 
or to such other place as the Emperor may indicate for my reception- 
there to await until my official introduction to the public authority of 
China shall hav^ been consummated. 

You are aware that, after the fall of Nankin, I addressed an oflBcial 
note to the Prime Minister at Pekin, requesting the Emperor to decide 
whether my credentials should be delivered in person, or communi- 
cated to him through an officer of State ; in which note I expressed my 
wish to be received at Pekin, as most conformable to the consideration 
due to the government I have the honor to represent. To that note I 
have received yet no reply, though more than a month has elapsed since 
it was committed to a proper channel for despatch to its destination. 
When it was delivered to the taoutai to forward to Pekin, he said a 
reply might be received in a month ; but at the expiration of that time 
he caused me to be informed that probably two or three months would 
pass before an answer would arrive. 
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• 

This fact creates a grave apprehension that the letter has either not 
been forwarded, or has been intercepted by some provincial authority, 
to whose hands necessity compellea the taoutai to confide it. 

In either event it will be my duty, after a reasonable time shall have 
ekpaed to afford opportunity for a response, to move as near as practi- 
cable to the court ol China, to preseTU my credentials in person. I have 
exhausted the means pointed out by the treaty to communicate with the 
Emperor, to whom I am accredited, and am brought now to the alter- 
native of proceeding directly to the capital of the Emperor, or of retiring 
from the country after a refusal by the Emperor to receive me. That 
act on his part would be of such grave import, that, notwithstanding 
the spirit of exclusiveness heretofore displayed by the court at Pekin, 
I do not think his Imperial Majesty would hazard the consequences in 
the existing condition of government. If he would, the United States 
cannot ascertain the fact loo soon. A faithful but unsuccessful eflfort 
having been already made to find access to the court through an imperial 
commissioner, or a governor-general of the maritime provinces, (of 
which my letter advises the Prime Minister,) a refusal to receive me, 
or to appoint a commissioner to transact business with me, in a proper 
manner, at a suitable place, would exhibit such reckless disregard of 
treaty obligations, and of the courtesy due to the United States, as to 
justify the resort to ulterior measures to assert their dignity, and to * 
place their future relations with China on a different basis. The action 
of the government of the United States in relation to Japan would, in my 
opinion, be materially affected by s«ch an event ; for I entertain no 
douht that the interest manifested by the American public in the suc- 
cess of your expedition to Japan rests upon the idea of future progress 
"I peaceful and profitable intercourse with China. 

If the Emperor of China, confironted by a formidable rebellion among 
Ws subjects against his dynasty, would prefer to hazard war with the 
United States to an admission of their envoy to his court, yet will not 
execute his treaty obligations by appointing a proper public officer to 
^ust questions which arise in the foreign relations of his government, 
the United States might well desire to modify their policy with regard 
to Japan until their future relations with China were more clearly aacer- 
tcined. 

But it may be said that the serious consequences shadowed forth 
under this view of the subject may be avoided by the exercise of pa- 
tience on my part, in retaining my present position, until the affairs of 
this empire shall be so adjusted that the imperial commissioner, here- 
tofore resident at Canton, shall resume his post. You are aware, 
doubtless, that more than eighteen months have elapsed already since 
the troubles of the interior called that officer from the provincial city of 
the south, and you can see that, instead of the restoration of tranquillity, 
the cloud of civil war lowers more darkly than ever over the hori- 
zon of China* The progress of such a revolution, instead of dimin- 
ishing the reasons for my prompt and proper reception, increases them 
in the ratio of the multiplication of chances of interference by the hos- 
tile forces with the rights and property of American citizens resident ia 
China. Certainly, if a public minister wiU ever be vj^XYVedi \a ^^\^ 
the rights of citizens of the United States in CYuna, Yvva ^xe^wc.^ Ssi x^s- 
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quired when they have millions at risk, in the presence of a conntry'in 
hostile array, and agitated to its centre by the passions and schemes of 
revolution. A^n: if ever there can be a moment propitious to the 
peaceful estabhshment of that equality of political intercourse with the 
Emperor of China which is considered desirable by the United States, 
and which is only to be attained by the introduction of their minister 
to a residence at Pekin, the pre9ent m the moment. Shall the United 
States lose this advantage for the immediate pursuit of a scheme wbicb 
must be considered of secondary importance to whatever affects their 
political relations with this country? Shall they relapse voluntarily 
to the unsatisfactory basis heretofore maintained, and now rendered 
intolefable and humiliating by the fact that even that arrangement is 
made to yield, and to be indefinitely postponed, in view of the dis- 
turbances of the interior? 

There is nothing to be hoped for in Japan equal to the advantages 
now actually enjoyed in China ; and it appears to me no effort should 
be spared to preserve the beneficial and prosperous commerce already 
opened with this great., extensive, and productive country. That com- 
merce is now paralyzed comparatively by the civil war in the bosom 
of the empire; and it may be paralyzed altogether by such a failure 
on the part of China to fulfil her duty of courtesy and comity to the 
United States as shall compel my withdrawal from this country. I 
think that when the presence of your squadron was ordered by the 
department to aid my prosecution of a few 'private claims upon China, 
there can be little room, to doulK that their spirit and scope would 
justify your assistance in the moje serious public claim which is in- 
volved by the delay and embarrassment to which I am subjected in 

.procuring an audience from the chief, or even a communication with 
the subordinate officers of this government, so as to enter upon tljc 
disposition of those claims. 

6ut, sir, it is not my purpose to weigh your obligations, or to essay 
to judge the force of your mstructions. I confess myself ignorant oi 

' their character and extent My purpose is only frankly to disclose 

.my own situation, and my purposes, as well as my view of the import- 
ant .matter involved in the speedy resolution of the difficulties of my 

j present position. Alone and unaided, it is palpable I can effect nothing 
to. bring this government to a due sense of the propriety of attending 

; to. my reception without delay, much less can I cio so should the nature 
of your instructions compel you to withdraw all your force from this 
coast while I am applying to establish my diplomatic connexion with 
the court of China. 

It is my expectation to wait a reasonable time — say two or three 
weeks longer — to learn the fate of the letter I have already despatched 
to Pekin; and should no reply be received, it is ray wish then to avail 
myself^ the existing condition of chairs in China to secure an official rtt 
idence at Pekin for the Commissioner of the United States. 

If the conjuncture of affairs now existing shall be permitted to pass 
without the effort to secure that object, there is strong probability ^ 
will be lost for years and years to come. 

The government of the United States has always manifested an 

anxiety to secure this point» and Viaa urged Sx. vrpoxi >Ja& c^w^^dftt^tion of 
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my predecessora as one of which the advantage was too important to 
be neglected upon any opportunity to achieve it. Therefore, I am not 
now at liberty to disregard the circumstances which lavor its prosecu- 
tion. 

In my opinion, the speedy decision of the proposition can be effected 
advantageously by my presence at the mouth of the Peiho to open a 
communication directly with Pekin. The use of one ship-of-war, in 
the first place, will be requisite to enable me to reach that position, 
and her presence wUl be proper during my negotiation. 

But I do not permit myself to doubt that you will find great pleasure, 
if compatible with the nature of your instructions, or if rendered possi- 
ble by the absence of a sufficient force to effect your own success in 
the special service in which you are about to engage, to detach a ship 
from the squadron for the purpose I have herein indicated. 
I am, sir, most respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Conmander-inrchief of Uwted States naval forces 

in the East Indm^ China^ and Japan seas. 



Commodore Perry to Mr. Marshall. 

United States Frigate Susquehanxa, 

Shanghai, May 16, 1853. 

SiE : Your communication of the 13th instant has been received, and 
^fter a respectful consideration of its contents, with a sincere desire to. 
do that which will best conduce to the honor and interests of the United 
States, I am reluctantly constrained to say that I cannot see myself 
J^dfied in employing one of the four vessels of war at present at my 
disposal in the manner you propose, and for reasons which seem to 
be conclusive. 

Because I have determined, at the expense of great inconvenience to 
tb«K)ecial service in which I am engaged, and by a virtual departure 
ftonTthe strict letter of my instructions, to leave the Plymouth, at least 
for a $hort ti0b, at this place, in conformity with the application made 
through you by citizens of the United States resident here ; and I trust 
I may be pardoned for dissenting from the arguments held forth by you 
^ to the immediate necessity or expediency of an undertaking, the re- 
sult of which, if unsuccessful, as in all probability it would be, would 
doubtless produce unfHendly feelings between the United States and 
China, and retard, rather than advance, the object so much desired, of 
^stabUshing an American embassy at Pekin. 

With these convictions I could not, even if I were so authorized, con- 
sisttndy co-operate with you in an experiment, the uncertain issue of 
^hich might seriously involve our commercial relations with this country, 
^ present upon a comparatively favorable footing, with prospective 
promises of greater advantages. 

We now stand upon the same ground with otbet gce^X. \ii'8LX\Vvcwb 
powers, as no foreign miniater h^s yet been permitXed \.o xe^v^^ ^v ^^, 
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capital of China; nor has the French minister, Monsieur de Bourbaulon, 
as I am informed, more than yourself been accredited. 

But the question is one which may properly and without inconve- 
nience be referred to our rulers at home ; and I hardly need say, that 
whatever instruptions may be addressed to me by the Navy Department 
will be promptly executed. 

Meantime, should the Chinese government, in answer to your appli- 
cation, indicate a willingness to receive you at the capital, I shall be 
most happy to render every facility in my power to give weight and 
importance to your mission. 

The enclos^ copy of a report of Conmiander Kelly will fiirnish 
another reason for the decision arrived at by me. 

With great respect, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Commander-in-chief of the United States naval forces 

in the East India^ China and Japan seas* 



Commander Kelly to Commodore Ferry. 

United States Ship Plymouth, 

Shanghaif May 15, 1853. 

Sir : In compliance with your instructions, I have examined the charts 
and directions for navigating the Yellow sea and the gulf of Petche-See 
to the mouth or entrance of the Peiho river, and find that, having 
been visited so little by European navigators, the coast and harbors 
are very imperfectly known. Many islands have been laid down as 
having been seen, but their situations very imperfectly defined ; and 
many reefs and sand-banks, that are covered at high-water. It also ap- 

J)ears that both the sea and the gulf are subject to very heavy white 
bgs, at this season of the year, for several days in succession ; the 
currents very strong, averaging from 3 J to 4 knots per hour. ^ I have 
therefore to report that, in my opinion, it would be extremely hazard- 



ous for a vessel drawing the draft of water of this ship to attemjjfo 
reach the anchorage off the mouth of the river Peiho. The few 'Em- 
nean vessels that have heretofore visited this coast hM^ invariably 
oecn accompanied by vessels of lighter draught of water, for the purpose 
of sounding, &c. But even their reports can scarcely be relied upon, 
as the deposit from the many streams emptying into the gulf is con- 
stantly forming new banks. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN KELLY, 

Commander. 



No. 4. 



Shanghai, May 18, 1853 — 11 o^ clock (um. 
Sir : I desire to know whether your orders from Commodore Perry 
to remain here for the present Yiave ixn^oaedi ^icj Vitcl^^^xv u^n the 
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of your Stay, by fixing any definite time for your departure 
or by making it referable to any event now foreseen, 
commodore did not communicate to me a copy of your orders, 
' course my present inquiry is based upon no wish to extract 
irom you, but to regulate my own action by such knowledge of 
purposes as it may be proper for you to communicate, 
sire to write home by the "Hermes," which sails to-night for 
Kong, and your immediate reply will oblige me. 
Q, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY ftfARSHALL. 
nmander J. Kelly, 
U. S, Ship Plymouth. 



United States Ship Plymouth, 

Shanghai, May 18, 1853. 
: Your communication of this date has been received; in reply to 
, I have to state that the following is an abstract of my orders : 

ccording to the present aspect of affairs, I cannot anticipate any 
ble move of the insurgents towards this city, and the lapse of a 
ays may enable you to decide advisedly as to the propriety of your 
oing beyond a certain time. 

he discretion tdll be left with you to remain or to proceed, in ac- 
ace with the enclosed orders, whenever you may consider that 
an do so consistently with the respective claims upon the services 
iir vessel in the general protection of the interests of the United 
I in these seas." 

n then directed, after leaving this, to proceed directly to rejoin the 

odore at a certain point. 

ive the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN KELLY, 

Commander. 
1. Humphrey Marshall, 

United States Commissioner to China. 



No. 5. 

Shanghai, May 1S» 1853, 

El committee appointed by the foreign residents of all nations, at 
[hai to co-operate on their behalf with the civil and naval authori- 
• western nations in all matters for the defence of this settlement 
3g to wait upon your excellency, as the representative of the 
i States of America, to express to your excellency the deep 
m with which we have seen the departure of the steam-frigates 
ehanna and Mississippi, and the regret with which we Team 
le only remaining ship — ^the sloop-of-war Plymouth — ^belonging 
r country, is expected to withdraw from tius a\B.Uo\i\xi^^Qit\. 
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The French steamer Cassini will also leave aUnost immediately, 
and his excellency the British plenipotentiary has expressed his intea- 
tion of despatching the steamer Hermes to-mqrrow morning ; so that 
we anticipate the withdrawal of the whole naval force of alt westero^ 
powers from the port within a few days, except only the British 
war-steamer Salamander. This^ arrangement of force will leave the 
foreign settlement and a vast amount of foreign property at Shanghai 
without adequate protection. 

It is well known that large armies occupy the banks of the Yangtze 
Kiang, within one hundred and seventy miles of this place, and that 
large fleets of boats float upon its waters sutgect to tneir command. 
The city of Shanghai can be occupied by the forces of either party 
within a very few hours ; and it is also infested by a numerous class 
who, during this paralysis of trade, have no employment, and whose 

Eropensities to crime are quickened by their necessities. There can 
e no doubt that thousands of loose, desperate, and vicious characters 
are now in Shanghai, ready to swoop upon whatever booty they can 
find, when the reins of discipline are slackened to sSbrd room for the 
display of their licentiousness. 

We cannot comprehend the meaning of the departure of almost the 
whole of the naval force which was gathered to Shanghai upon the 
presentation of the first appearance of danger, when we see no reasoa 
to presume that danger more distant now than it was four weeks sincdi 
On the contrary, it should seem evident, that as the presence of the large 
naval force lately congregated here indicated a consciousness of danger 
and a determination to resist the attack, its withdrawal will operate to 
produce, in the minds of all, but more particularly in the minds of the 
Chinese, a conclusion that the resolution to resist has been withdrawn 
with the departure of the means of resistance ; and that, therefore, the 
opportunity might be seized to make the attack successful. 

The reaction, in such case, would be worse than the blow originally 
warded off, and we cannot but feel it would have been better for 
Shanghai that no preparation had been entered upon. 

Under these circumstances, we most respectfully request that your 
excellency will take such measures as may prevent the departure of 
the American war-vessel now in port 

WILLIAM HOGG, 
T. C. BEALE, 
J- SKINNER, 
Committee of Co-operation. 
His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commisiioner of the United States. 



Shanghai, May 18, 1853. 
Gentlembn: I perceive plainly your necessities, and I concur en- 
tirely in your conclusions. I consider the danger to Shanghai more 
imminent now than at any time heretofore ; because, as the rallying of 
a large force for its protection on the first appearance of danger at* 
tracted attention to its wealth and importance, and evinced the solici? 



H. Doe. 123. 189 

ude or western nations to preserve the interests which are here vested 
mm the effects of the war which is now desolating the interior and 
paralyzing the trade you have pui-sued, so the wididrawal of that force 
suddenly exposes all it came to defend, and leaves to the vicissitudes 
>f war or of rapine properly upon which it has only riveted the atten- 
ion of the belligerents. The armies of the empire and the rebels oc- 
cupy to-day the same general positions they have maintained for the 
past six weeks. A change in their lines may produce important re- 
sults, or the continued occupancy of their present |)osidons may create 
aecessiues for subsistence which will bring Shanghai within the range 
[>f their detachments. In either event, if a naval force was ever re- 
:iuired,^I admit it cannot be safely withdrawn until the course of the 
svar shall have taken Shanghai out of the probable range of the con- 
tending armies. The Susquehanna and tne Mississippi have been 
despatched upon a special service, for which the Plymouth has also 
:ronungent orders. I regret deeply that I am so situated that it 
is not in my power to say to you, that this vessel at least shall be de- 
tained until your safety is assured ; but I will say, that I shall take 
great satisfaction in presenting your communication, together with my 
:>wn opinion, to the officer upon whose discretion the duration of the 
itay ot that vessel must depend. Were the dispositions of the naval 
K)rcc dependent upon my vnllf your wishes would be met without hes- 
kadon, as they consist with reason, and belong to the exercise of a 
well-regulated prudence, under the circumstances. 
Respectfully, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Messrs. Hogg, Be ale, and Skinner, 

Committee of Co-operation. 



fOflScial No. 16.] Legation op the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

May 26, 1853. 

Sir : A despatch from the Department of State, granting leave of 
absence to Peter Parker, esq., has beep received by me, and forwarded 
^ Mr. Parker at Canton. That gentleman accompanied me in March 
%) Shanghai ; but, as he is a practising physician at Canton, the separa- 
'tion from his profession and his family involved a very considerable 
sacrifice. He was also compelled to keep, at his own expense, a 
Chinese teacher or assistant, to write my despatches into Chinese. He 
^^mplained of bad health added to these facts, and early in this month 
1 consented that he should return to Canton, as the Rev. Mr. Culbert- 
*n agreed to translate any papers I might require during Doctor Par- 
ser's absence. The fact is, the appropriation made by Congress for a 
^retary and interpreter to this legation will not command the services 
^^ any person capaole of acting in the double capacity, unless, as in the 
Present instance, he pursues ordinarily some other and chief employ- 
■^nt in the community. Doctor Parker could not live on his salary 
^pm the government, and could not afford to hold the place he occu- 
pi^, were his services entirely to be yielded to \iie \i\iOTie^ ol ^^ 
'^^tioo^ Maajr book-keepers in the heavy meicaa\a\e \io\3L^e^ xesiw^^ 
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$4,000 to $6,000 per year ; an ordinary clerk receives $2,500 to $3,0W; 
a tea-taster, whose only genius is in his palate, obtains a higher aalaiy 
by far than is paid by the United States to the secretary and interpreter 
of this legation. 

The Chinese language in any of its dialects is very diflGicult ofacqaif 
sition, and there are almost as many dialects as there are provinces to 
the empire ; indeed, some parts of the same province use differeal 
dialects, and consequently do not understand each other. There 8 
no Chinese grammar, and but a very imperfect dictionary of the h* 
guage. The written character is the same, as I understand, overth 
whole empire, but the styles are very different in the several provincei 
The interpreter to this legation should receive such a salary as lo4d«» 
some person of capacity to devote his whole time to a thorough acq» 
sition of the Chinese language, so as to be able not only to speak it 
fluently and correctly, but to write it also ; especially in the style mi 
character used at court. His position in office should not be bableto 
t4ie vicissitudes which, under the practice prevailing in the Uinted 
States, will attach to the office of the commissioner or minister » 
China. There is no necessity &r the combination of the offices of sec- 
retary and interpreter, and as the duties are entirely distinct, so the 
offices should be. An interpreter should not only be required to transp 
late official documents, but to act in the conversations which the mii^ 
ister may desire to hold with the Chinese; indeed, this last wiUordi* 
narily be the most frequent duty he will be called to perform. Boob 
and Chinese laws will constantly require translation. Imperial decree* 
the leading matter of the Chinese newspapers, and memorials to th 
various boards of govarnment, must occupy his attention. If the min 
ister IS competent to his own duty, he requires a good pensman onh 
and a faithnil person as his secretaiy- I think $4,500 per year woui 
be a fair, and not an extravagant, allowance to an interpreter ; and tha 
$2,500 would only secure 3ie services of a competent secretary ( 
legation ; and I think the offices should be divided. These suggestioo 
are made for the consideration of the President, after an acquaintanc 
with the manner of doing business here. Doctor Parker cannot wril 
a despatch of mine into the Chinese court language with any confidenc 
in the correctness of the translation, if at all. Hence he employs a 
assistant, called a tea^hert to do this part of the business. This teach( 
is a Chinese, who does not understand one word of the English languag 
The interpreter takes up my despatch and translates it verbally inl 
Chinese, as he speaks the language; the teacher catches an idea of tl 
original, and according to his finding thereof writes it in the characK 
used at court. The result is returned to the Commissioner, who d« 
not understand a sign in the Chinese translation, and so he stands coo 
mitted without knowing what variation from his real meaning has b« 
made in this process of distillation. This is the presma mode ; I su; 
gest the propriety of correcting it, by inducing some one to learn tl 
language, so that he can write and speak it in the essential variaticN 
and dialects — an aim only to be accomplished by securing to a man 
capacity a good salary and a permanent position. There is no sort 
probability that, among the mutations of political afiairs, the Commi 
sioner to China will ever be so assured of his position as to ofier hi 
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^J^ aoy inducement to qualify himself by learning the language of the 

"^^^ In my opinion, it would be good policy to allow a certain number of 
g^ Chinese writers to be employed at the consulates, connected with the 
7^< 3^icial department especially, and one should be allowed to the Com- 
J^ 'JJiAsioner, acting in the judicial capacity; not so much that the services 
R*( ^^chare essential to the performance of the duty of the superiors, as 
^ that the government of the United States would exhibit a wise forecast 
^' Ui preparing the subordinates for real usefulness who are to serve here- 
^' •ft^r with this legation. I have in my employment, temporarily at 
*:al ^'^^^^^ * native of Kwangtung province, whose services I may cite as 
^*tastrative of the benefit to flow from an adoption of the foregoinc; sug- 
^ 8^8tion. This young man is of excellent reputation, and very industri- 
^ * ^^s» sober, and moral. He speaks fluently the dialect of Canton, and 
{^ * ^^^ according to the style in ordinary use there. He received an 
^' "English education, and resided two years in the United States. He 
jj^ ^l^eaks the English language with great propriety — ^better, I have no 
^ ^ubt, than any other Chinese in the empire— and he writes it also. 
^ \J ou have before you a specimen of his penmanship in my despatches 
Nos. 14 and 16, as well as the present, all of which ne has copied from 
I ^ originals, which are preserved for the archives of the legation. He 
^eads the Chinese written characters with facility, but has not yet 
learned the style of the court characters. He acts as an interpreter 
Vben I desire to converse with a Chinese ; collects the edicts which are 
from time to time issued by the authorities ; the news as it may be pla- 
carded in public places ; and translates for me immediately any docu- 
ment I may receive — not elegantly, but in substance, and correctly. 
How readily might such a person qualify himself to act as interpreter 
or secretary, and how prudent in the government to employ some per- 
sons of like attainments, at first in subordinate positions, with a prospect 
of promotion, as the reward for exertion and self-cultivation. I hope 
the President will authorize me to retain this person at present, at a 
salary at the rate of $600 per year, in the capacity of a writer, that he 
may be permanently connected with the leeation, for his services may 
jBoon become invaluable, in many ways, to the Commissioner. 
\ I send herewith a translation in Enriish, by this young man, of a 
pamphlet issued by the rebel chief, and notes of the same paper by 
Dr. feridgeman, to whom I submitted it for translation. The fidelity of 
the translation may be tested by the notes of Dr. B. I srnd you also 
by this mail several numbers of the North China Herald, in which 
you will find English translations of several pamphlets issued by the 
rebel chief and his partisans. The translations are worth perusal, and 
would be curious as republications. I send also a synopsis by Rev. 
M. C. Culbertson, who supplies Dr. Parker's place during his absence. 
Very enthusiastic missionaries behold, in the doctrines avowed by 
the rebels, persuasive evidence that the moral bread which was cast 
upon these waters in bygone time is now returning after many days. 
They hail these declarations of religious belief as the aurora of a more 
enlightened civilization in China, and they believe that these papers 
afford convincing proof of the diffusion of a correct knowledge of the 
benign precepts of Christianity., The rebels avow their belief in one 
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God who mles the universe ; they accept, it .appears, the statemeiKs oi 
Genesis on the creation, but not more than Mahomet do they aoeept 
.the Christian plan of salvation. They propitiate the Deity by sacri- 
fices and by offerings in the temples ; they permit polygamy ; they are 
fanatical when then: new religion is in question; the CmistiBn sab- 
bath is their dav of rest ; their king asserts his adoption by Deity, 
and proclaims *' by authoritv" the mandates of Heaven; he adoptsibe 
plan of Mahomet to inspire his followers with courage, and, according 
to report, with equal success. Their temporal code does not reflect 
any credit upon the discrimination of the new rulers, for it denounoes 
death as the penalty equally for looking upon the empress or priooesB 
and for cutting the throat of a neighbor! I incline very macii to be- 
lieve that a cold and crafty agitator has revamped the matter ccMitaiaed 
in the religious tracts which, from time to time, the missionaries bave 
published in China, and, without any exact idea of the nature of the new 
doctrine, has drawn around his standard of revolt the discontended spirits 
as well as the desperate of the provinces through which it has paWed. 
The commentaries upon the commandments, for instance, must stnke 
you as exceedingly absurd. How '' opium smoking" can be connd- 
ered a breach of the seventh commandment, passes comprebensioiL 
Could the rebels entbrce the construction, they might well be hailed « 
. the saviors of China, and would be entitled to the thanks of the Uuited t 
States, whose commerce with China is taxed in the prices of teas and 
silks to pay India for the poisonous drug. 

I coniess that I caimot anticipate anv very salutary change from ibe 
-success of these rebels, for the form and etiquette and spirit of excluare- 
. ness which characterize the existing government seem to be retainedi 
, with a few unessential modifications. It may, however, be safely cako- 
lated that this is but the initiattve of a revolution which, after succesfirre 
efforts, will effect a great change in the condition of China, and will 
sweep away the ridiculous forms as well as the hoary vices of the des- 
potism which for centuries has weighed China below her proper level 
in the famity of nations. 

Whether it shall prove to be for good or for evil, the rebellion muit 
thus far be regarded as a successful effort against the existing govern- 
ment. How the dynasty will hold power remains to be seen ; for, by 
the latest advices irom the province of Kwang-si, anew rebellion agaiost 
the government has £^peared in great force, at the head of which move- 
ment are idolators who condemn the religious fanaticism of the sect 
which possesses Nankin. The imperial government is almost power- 
less ; its energies were soon exhausted ; indeed, it possesses none ot 
the elements of national strength, or if it had any, there was a groM 
deficiency of knowledge how to use them. The new Emperor is in 
. Nankin, the walls of which he has rebuUt and strengthened ; his army 
also occupied Chin-kiang-foo, fifty miles below Nank'm, and about nine^ 
firom this city; which place (Chin-kiang-foo) has been rendered near^ 
impregnable by a well-devised system of fortifications. Another de- 
tachment is thrown forward some forty miles to Yang-chan, a point oo 
the imperial canal between Nankin and Pektn. In this postticn be 
awaits attack. 
The imperialists have a fteet ot faux ^c^w^oi^sa:^ ^xA sixteen lorchas, 
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led and fuUy manned, which lie in the Yangtze Kiang, two 

I a half below the Chin-kiang-foo. They have a land force, 
cion with the fleet, of 6,000 men. The rebels at Chin-kiang- 
burned the suburbs of the city, so as to give ftili effect to the 
. and impatiently desire an attack. 

Qperiali^ have a fleet of gun-boats which hold the Yangtze 
^elve miles above the city of Nankin. The imperial army 
s the <^nal at Changchow, which is between Chin Kiang and 
^ ; so that the rebels, in turn, are cut oflf from that means of sup- 
ell as by the river. The line of the imperial army is shifted 
Jtheast of the city and of the river, while the force of the rebels 
een the imperialist general and Pekin. Meanwhile the emis- 
the rebel chieftain are busy in the southern provinces agita- 
[nasses and stirring up revolution. I enclose herewith a corre- 
:e between American citizens at Fuhchaufoo (the capital of the 
of Fokien) and myself. Also, correspondence between Dr. 
crCartee, at Ningpo, and myself. The last advices from the 
5 by the Hong Kong newspapers of the 7th instant, bringing 
m Amoy and Fuhchow to the 20th of April, at which date tte 
Euround Amoy is said to have been in a state of great commo- 

that a body of five thousand insurgents had taken the field 
hchaufoo. The same papers report that a jket of pirates has 
le trade between Formosa and the main land. The capital of 
ji is said to have lately fallen into the hands of the rebels, 
has as yet transpired at Canton to create apprehension of a 

insurrection in that cily. The Cantonese are proverbially the 
srgeticy haughty, and worst of all the Chinese, and the most 
foreigners. They may be in arms at any moment. These 
prove that this empire is already convulsed to its centre; 
the ma**« of the people have not engaged. There has been 

II based upon the promise of an amelioration of their condition, 
beir subsistence requires daily labor, they have scarcely looked 

their toil to inquire into the nature of passing events. The 
ue of this drama may exhibit a population unrestrained by any 
Qse; uneducated, desperate for the want of subsistence; and. for 
loyment on which its honest acquisition depends, overturning 
tutions of government and the order of society, and rioting in 

and blood. The human mind is the same under every clime ; 
lations are varied by education only and circumstances. It 
)e denied that the American citizens m China have good cause 
plaint. Their residences have been built; their capital was 

upon the fidth that they would not escape the attention and 
ig care of their own government. They find themselves within 
3x of a revolution without even the means of escape, and when 
ch the sea, they find it also abandoned by their country's flag, 
already called upon to exert unusual and extraordinary powers. 
lay be the fate of American citizens here, and in other cities of 
)efore the government can possibly alter the orders at present 
ag its forces, naval and civil, in this distant quarter of the globe, 
ne will develop. It shall be my study, so long as responsibility 

me, to meet it fairly, and to extend to my feUow-ciua&cia ^wctv 
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.assistance and protection as, under existing circumstances, nn^ be 
commanded by my exertions. But the exercise of great discretion and 
unremitting industry will be requisite to prevent the effects of unneces- 
sary panic on the one hand, and to guard against undue exposure to 
danger on the other. The history of foreigners resident in Cbma holds 
out a fearful lesson, which will cause the government of the United 
States to repair with all expedition the error committed by withdraw- 
ing protection from their citizens in the very moment of their greatest 
neea. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
The Hon. Secretary of State. 



Translation by Wong Ashing ^Chinese charactersJ] 

The heavenly King ordains and proclaims these : 

The elder son of the King, and his heir-apparent, be called [Chi- 
nese characters] Tow-cAu'tDan-soy. May the young lord live ten thoa- 
sand years. 

The third son of the Kin^ be called [Chinese characters] Wong^scm' 
tin-ha-tsin'soy. May the third royal prince live a thoujsand years. 

The fourth son of the King be called [Chinese characters] Wong-tt- 
tin-ha'tsin-soy. May the fourth royal prince live a thousand years. 

The fifth son of the King be called [Chinese characters] fVong-iooO' 
Un-hort sin-soy. May the fifth royal prince live a thousand years. 

And so on, from the sixth to the hundredth and thousandth son of the 
King, to be called after the same manner. 

The elder daughter of the King be called [Chinese characters] TsoMg- 
tin-Tan^ the elder heavenly gold. 

The second daughter of the King be called [Chinese characters] 
Ngee-tin-Jdn, the second heavenly gold. 

And so on, to the hundredth and thousandth daughter of the King, to 
be called after the same manner. 

The elder son and heir of the eastern King be called [Chinese char- 
acters] TMng'tsze-ktoang-tsin'Soy, May the eastern heir-prince live a 
thousand years. 

The second son of the eastern King be called [Chinese characters] 
Tun^gee-tin'ha'vxin'fook. May the second eastern prince be blessed 
ten thousand times. 

And so on, to the hundredth and thousandth son of the eastern King, 
to be called after the same manner. 

The elder daughter of the eastern King be called [Chinese charac- 
ters] Tsang'tung'kin, the elder eastern gold. 

The second daughter of the eastern King be called [Chinese cha^a^ 
ters] Ngee-tung-kin^ the second eastern gold. 

And so on, to the hundredth and thousandth daughter of the eastern 
King, to be called after the same manner. 

The elder son and heir of the western King be called [Chinese cbar- 
aclers] Sai'tsze-kwan-tsin-soy, May the western heir-prince live a thou- 
sand years. 
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Tfie second son of the western King be called [Chine0e characters] 
Sairngee-tin-harUHin'fook. May the second western prince be blessed 
ten thousand times. 

And so on, to the hundredth and thousandth son of the western King, 
to be called after the same manner. 

The elder daughter of the western Kinff be called [Chinese charac- 
ters! Tscmg'sai'kinj the elder western gold. 

The second daughter of the western Kins; be called [Chinese char- 
acters] Ngee-dairkin^ the second western gold. 

And so on, to the hundredth and thousandth daughter of the western 
Kif|^, to be called after the same manner. 

The elder son and heir of the southern King be called [Chinese 
characters] NamrUze-kwan-uin-^oy. May the southern heir-prince live a 
thousand years. 

The elder son and heir of the northern King be called [Chinese char- 
acters] Fihrtsze-hwan-uin'soy. May the northern heir-prince live a thou- 
sand years. 

The elder son and heir of wing King (or lieutenant King^ be called 
[Chinese characters] Yth-tsze-kwan-uin-soy. May the wing heir-prince 
live a thousand years. 

The daughters of the southern king be called [Chinese characters] 
Nan-ldn^ the southern gold. 

The daughters of the northern King be called [Chinese characters] 
Pih'kint the northern gold. 

The daughters of the wing King be called [Chinese characters] Yih- 
A»n, the wing gold. 

They are to be addressed in the same manner as the daughters of 
the eastern and western ELings. 

From the ministers to the generals are to be addressed [Chinese 
characters] Ta-jin, great man, (or his excellency,) as [Chinese charac- 
ters] Sing'sang'ta-jifii great man the minister, and [Chinese characters] 
Kim-Hm'ta-jtHf great man the chancellor, &x;., &c. 

From the See-soy to the two See-nuz, are to be addressed [Chinese 
characters] Sin-jin, virtuous man; as [Chinese characters] See-ma-sin" 
jin^ virtuous man the 8ee-fna, &c.. Sec. 

From the sons of a minister to the sons of a general, are to be ad- 
dressed [Chinese characters] Kiing-Uze; the son of a duke or the son 
of a public man as [Chinese characters] Sing-sanrkung-Uzef for the 
minister's son, and [Chinese characters] KwanrUze-hing-tszey for the 
general's son, &c., &c. 

From the son of the See-soy to the son of the two See-ma^ are to be ad- 
dressed [Chinese characters] Tsang-tsze, oflScer's son, (or young oflScer,) 
as [Chinese characters] See-soy-Uang-Uze^ for the See-soy^s son, and 
[Chinese characters] Lu'Soy-tsang-tsze^ for the sons of Lu-soy^ &c. 

From the daughter of a minister to the daughter of a general, are to be 
addressed [Chinese cnaracter] YooJcy a gem; as [Chmese characters] 
Sing-yoohi for the daughter of a minister, and [Chinese characters] 
Kimryook^ for the daughter of a chancellor, &:c., &:c. 

From the daughters of a See-soy to the daughters of the two See-ma^ 
are to be addressed [Chinese characters] Sent-snow; as [Chinese char- 
10 
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deters] See-ienii for the daughters of a S^joy, aiid [Chinese chaiMiers] 
LU-ierU^ lor the daughters of the two Lu-ioyf &c., &c. 

NoTB. — The whole book is but a gradation of rank and eatabhsb- 
ment of titles. It can be translated, if necessary. 



Shanghai, Friday, May 20, 1853. 

My Dear Sir : Herewith I return the Uttle book, and some six diort 
pages of manuscript — ^half translation and half notes, for the book is 
well nigh untranslatable. One of the other small books I shall trans- 
late by and by, and will then submit it for your inspection. It is a 
school-book. Yours, very truly, E. C. BRIDGMAN. 

To his Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 4^., ^t?., Shanghai. 



Tai-ping Lirchi, or rules far official titles in the great peaceful empircy 
republished (1852) in the second year of the dynasty. 

The heavenly King (i. e. the king raised up by heaven) thus ordains 
and proclaims : 

Our ministers, and those under them, shall give the following tides: 

To our first son[the title, young King;* 

To our third son the title, King third court ;f 

To our fourth son the title, King fourth court; 

To our fifth son the title, King fifth court; 

And to all over the sixth son to a hundred, nay a thousand, the same 
order of titles shall be continued. 

To our daughters, ministers and all under them shall give the fol- 
lowing titles : 
• To our eldest the title, senior heavenly gold ; 

To our second the title, second heavenly gold ; 

To our third the title, third heavenly gold; 

To our fourth the title, fourth heavenly gold ; 

To our fifth the title, fifth heavenly gold ; 

And so on, in the same manner, to a hundred, nay a thousand. 

To the soiiis of the eastern (i. e. to the second) King, ministers and 
all under thero shall give the following titles : 

To his eldest the title, eldest eastern prince ;t 

To his second son the title, second eastern pritice ; 

To his third son the title, third eastern prince ; 

And so on, to all below him, to a hundred and a thousand generations- 

To his eldest daughter, ministers and those under them shall give: 

To the eldest the title, superior eastern gold; 

To the second the title, second eastern gold ; 

To the third the title, third eastern gold ; 

* There U added here; <* May he live ten thoiuand yean ;" like the phraae, " m^ he IN 
orever." 
tNo second ion appears ; and to the title of the third is added: "May he live a thoaatf^ 
/ear*." 
/ Here Is added; <'May he lite ft thooMody^axa:' 
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And SO on, to all below, to a hundred and a thousand. 

To the sons of the western King, ministers, &c., shall give the fol- 
lowing titles: 

To his eldest, &c., &c. 

N. B. The same titles are given to these as to the eastern, and to both 
his sons and his daughters ; also to the sons and daughters of the three 
remaining kings — namely, southern King, northern King, and wing 
King — the same titles are given. 

It is to be kept in mind that there are six kmgs, as follows : 

1. Heavenly King. 

2. Eastern King. 
8. Western King. 
4. Southern King. 
6. Northern King. 

6. Wing (or lieutenant) King. 

All officers, from ministers of the cabinet to the generalissimos, shall 
have the title of " excellency," (literally, " great man," torjin^ — thus : 

His excellency the cabinet minister ; his excellency the cnancellor ; 
and so of all the others who are of these grades. 

N. B. Titles equivalent to **his honor," "her ladyship," "squire," 
^ madam," &c., &c., all come in course. 

After specifying the titles of several grades of officers, those for gen- 
tlemen and ladies of the court, and those for the brothers, uncles, ftc., 
of the kings, are given ; but to do anything like justice to the subject, 
k would be necessary to write a book. 

In the few titles I have touched, some I have rendered literally, and 
some by attempting to give their equivalents. 

It is worthy of note that the chief, while he takes the title Tien fVaang^ 
" heavenly King," rejects and forbids the use of the terms " holy" and 
"supreme." 

It I rightly understand the phrase " heavenly King," it is here em- 
ployed somewhat like the old English "James, by the grace of God, 
king," &c. Every dynasty takes the prefix " great ;" thus, the Man- 
chus have it ^^ great pure dynasty ^^^ and here it is " sp'eat pacific dynasty ;" 
or rather, as given on the cover of the book, it is ta ping tien kwohf 
"great pacific heavenly kingdom." 



Contents of hooks pMished hy the Kioang-si in$urgent$, brought from Nan- 
kin by her Britannic Majesty'' $ steamer Hermes. 



The first 28 chapters of the book of Genesis, as translated by Mr» 
Gutslaff. 

IL Almanac for the third year of the Tae Bing dynasty y (1868.) 

The year commenced on the 4th February, and ccflomti^^^^ ft^:^^* \v 
is divided iato ISmmths^ the odd months ba^vmg ^1 dscj^^ ^xA^^^n^s^ 
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ones 30 days each. The pre&ce declares that it is the purpose of ths 
authorities, by whom it is issued, to do away with all false notions bj 
which men have hitherto been deceived; years, months, days, and times 
are all alike, and the distinction of lucky and unlucky times is false and 
useless. All business, therefore, may be transacted at any time, and if 
dfme in the fear of the Supreme Ruler will be prospered as much at one 
time as at another. This statement is made to explain the reason why 
the lucky and unlucky days are not marked, as they have always been 
in the imperial almanac. The Sabbath is noted oppoate the date of its 
occurrence, and is the same day with that observed by foreigners. There 
can be no doubt on this point, because in the cycle of 28 days, corre- 
sponding with the 28 constellations, each day is designated by the name 
of a constellation ; so that each day of our week is represented by four 
different characters in science, and these characters. Hen, F6ng, Sing, 
Moon, correspond with the Sunday from year to year, and these are 
the days marKed in this almanac as the Sabbath. 

II. BooJc ^instructions of the Toe Bing dynasty. 

This book opens with a poem of 104 lines. It is entitled *< TAe Soi^ 
of SalwUion.^^ It declares that there is but one true God^ and that all men 
are one family. It enumerates various sins common among men. The 
first i&laseunousness ; by this men transform themselves into beasts, which 
God abhors. Th^ second is want of filial piety. This is to rebel against 
heaven. The lamb kneels to take its milk ; the young raven in tun 
nourishes its parent. ^htihirAi^mvtualslawhter and injury. All men are 
one family, and God looks upon all alike as nis children. To slay others 
is to slay yourself; to do good to others is to do good to yourself; to help 
others is to help yourself; to injure others is to injure yourself. The 
fourth evil is robbery and th^j which is illustrated by names and incidents 
recorded in ancient history. The fiflh evil is the use of magic arts; death, 
life, calamities, sickness, are all ordained by heaven, and no man can 
prc^ng his own life. The dealers in magic do but delude the poor peo- 
ple in order to fill their own purses. The sixth evil is ganMing; this 
18 a knife concealed from view, aimed at your life. Beware! beware! 
beware! Riches and poverty are ordained by heaven. Man's life is 
like a dream m the third watch of the night ; why, then, take thought ai»d 
look forward with anxious solicitude ? 

To smoke {opium) is to throw yourself into a pit To love wine is 
not good. To pretend to fortune-telling is to insult God. 

There are many other kinds of evil which each can recollect for him- 
self. Be careful m small matters ; avoid the beginning of evil or your 
virtue will be endangered. 

Then follows another song, in which sundry examples of virtue arc 

Sioted from the ancients. It is in praise of the hundred virtues. The 
ird article is "a discourse to awaken the age.*' It denounces sdfishness, 
and enjoins mutual good-will among all men. Beware of selfishness; 
one country bears enmity to another, and in the same country this de- 
partment, district, village, or clan, hates that department, district, village, 
or clan. The August Supreme Ruler is the common fiitber of all under 
heaven. Whether belonging to the central country or to foreign roon- 
tiieB, it 28 the August Supreme RoleT) w\xo\& «^<b>2ciib\i.\«^%nii^verQor 
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of all ; and it is He who produces, nourishes, and preserves alL Under 
the whole heaven all men are brethren, all women are sisters. 

The fourth article, which occupies the whole of the latter half of the 
pamphlet, is entitled "a discourse to arouse the age." Then following 
18 a translation* 

All under heaven are one family. With respect to the body, all have 
their own father and mother, and family clans, just as they have territo- 
rial divisions. But the myriads of clans have all proceeded from one 
dan ; and that one clan came from a single ancestor. Thus, as to their 
origin, there is no difierence. 

With respect to the soul : from whence has every soul sprung — from 
whence proceeded? They are all^derived from the August Supreme 
Ruler. It is said, "one root expands into ten thousand branches; ten 
thousand branches are traced back to one root." Kung Keih says: 
"That which is derived from heaven is called ^ nature.^** The ode 
says: " The people are all the offspring ofheaven.^^ The Shoo-king says': 
"-ft is heaven that produces the people beneath" These are wise sayings, 
and are not in the smallest degree erroneous. From this, it appears 
that the sages regarded all the world as one family. At that time the 
people all regarded each other, and could not endure for a single day 
to forget theu: brethren throughout the world. But in modem times 
there is the false notion that there exists the demon, Yen-lo, (King of 
Hades — Pluto,) who presides over life and death. This demon, Yen- 
lo, is the old serpent, the devilj who performs many wonders to en- 
tangle and seize the souls of all the world. Our brethren throughout the 
world ought to destroy him. It is only to be feared they will not be in 
sufficient haste to do so. Men, on the contrary, stretch out their necks 
to him. Why should they themselves put away the happiness of 
heaven and bring upon themselves the misery of hell? With reference 
to doctrine, there is that which may be certainly known to be true. 
That which is in vogue at the present time, but was not received in 
ancient times, which is in vogue near at hand but not afar off, must be 
fiJse, corrupt, and contemptible doctrine. For example, fiendish men 
say that Yen-io presides over life and death ; but if you examine the 
Chinese classics, there is nothing said about it; or, if you examine the 
Holy Scriptures of foreigners, there is nothing said about it. This 
being the case, where did this doctrine originate ? The fiendish disci- 
ples of Buddha have put it forth. They themselves walk in a blind 
way, and scheme after and procure gain. They deceive men by that 
wluch they cannot understand, and sell their own deceptions. Thejr 
deceive men b^ pretending to confer happiness and performing reh- 
gious rites, their sole object being to fill their own purses. Further- 
more, the devil has entered into their hearts, and they have fabricated 
innumerable hellish and corrupt notions to delude, injure, and entangle 
men. Another example : In the time of the Tsin dynasty, fiendish 
men, lying, said : " In the eastern sea there is the hill of the three divin- 
ities." The Emperor therefore sent to the sea to seek thiis hill. Froqa 
this arose the false notion of the existence of genii. If you examine the 
origin of it, you find that it does not reach back further than the time 
of ^ Tsin dynasty, which was in this way deceived. K$v.ct ^'eiv^x^^^i^ 
falUowed tbia ^mmple, until ihe knot bec4Hi& too \^aixdL v.o\^wxMi^« 
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Thus *'a diflference of a hait'd breadth leads to the emn: of athoi»« 
sandi" (le miles.) ■ ^ - 

Again : in the Han dynasty, in the reign of Woo, fiendish men, lyiDf, 
saifl: "If you sacrifice to the god of the kitchen, you may change red 
sand into yellow gold." Woo at once beUeved this, and ofiered die 
sacrifice. Thereupon, from Yen and Tse, came a multitude of lying 
fiends telling of the wonderful genii. 

Again : in modern generations, fiendish men have falsely said that 
the aragon demon of me eastern sea causes rain. This is no other than 
the demon Yen-lo in another shape. That rain descends from heaves 
every one can see with his own eyes. Mencius says: "When the heav- 
ens are covered with dense cloudsl%he rain will fall in torrents, and the 
young rice will rapidly spring up." The ode says: "When heaveo 
above moves the clouds the snow descends, and then the quiet, gende 
rain; abundant, fertilizing, watering the earth to the full, and prodix>- 
ing for us the hundred kinds of grain." Moreover, if you examine the 
book of the Old Testament of foreign countries, you find that in the 
time of Noah, because men were disobedient, and theu: crimes w&tt 
^eat, the August Supreme Ruler caused a great rain to &11 during 
forty days and forty nights, and the flood arose and drowned the workL 
All these are clear testimonies to the fact that the rain indeed descends 
from heaven, and besides, the eyes of all can see it. Yet men believe 
all kinds of absurd teachings of things not to be found in the classics. 
With reference to the single point of the origin of rain, they have totally 
lost uprightness of heart ana beep exceedingly ungrateful to heaven. 
As to other points, time would fail to speak of them. 

Again : in modern times, there are those worthless Buddhist priests 
who teach their lying doctrines about the demon Yen-lo* They have 
the absurd book Yub-leih-ke in falsehood circulating it among men; 
and then, when they read other books, they are to them but dead books^ 
(without effect ;) and many are, therefore, deceived. Why do th^ 
consider that to preside over life and death is not a trivial affair? Since 
it is a matter of importance, it must have been treated of both by 
Chinese and by foreign sages, in books to be handed down to oth^ 
generations, 

Now, if you examine what has been said by the ancient sages of 
China and foreign countries, in books to be handed down to after agesy 
you will find that they say nothing more than that life and death are 
ordained by the August Supreme Ruler, and by Him only. They 
are not in the smallest degree dependent on the demon Yen-lo. Those 
sages only say that the August Supreme Ruler will judge all men ; that 
His decisions control the people beneath, and that He descends in ma- 
jesty. In this, also, the demon Yen-lo has not the slightest concern. 
Yet men read (good) books as dead, and do not believe ancient or 
modern, near or remote, circulating classics 5 but believe the abs«d» 
lying, newly sprung-up books of fiendish men. Is this not to be deceived 
indeed ? This arises from the universal nature of men to love life, and 
dread death ; to long tor happiness, and dread suffering. By means of 
this universal feeling it is easy to gain access to men's hearts* TfaoSt 
b^ means of corrupt teachings, many throughout the world are mm 
trafed, and bdlieye and follow it. >NYiJeu-^\!ia&^ \an^ \^<^h^ ana fol- 
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lom^d jt a long time, and become accustomed to seeing and hearing it, 
they are firmly glued to their errors. When firmly glued to their er- 
rors it will be difficult to discover a place of escape, and when difficult 
lo discover a place of escape, it will be hard to get out fi-om the en- 
olofiiogwall. 

The August Supreme Ruler, in every age, produces intelligent and 
wise sages, and there is no age in which there are not also some who 
are blown prostrate by the wind (of false doctrine.) • • • 

Great indeed is the love of men for falsehood. They look not for its 
aonrce ; they will not consider its end. If a thiiiff is but false, they 
willingly listen to it. All men throughout the world, although they are 
•o numerous, are created by the same Supreme Ruler. If produced 
by Him, it is He also that causes their growth, and they are dependent 
on Him for food and raiment. The August Supreme Ruler is the uni- 
versal father. Death, life, calamity, happiness, are alike fi-om Him. 
Raiment, food, and every needful thing, are made by Him. If we look 
up to heaven, the sun, moon, stars, thunder, rain, wind, clouds, are all 
derived from His infinite wisdom. If we look down upon the earth, 
tbe hiUs and plains, the waters and streams, the birds and fishes, in- 
sects and pkmts, are all the product of His almighty power. All 
these may be clearly seen and understood. Therefore, he is the true 
God, and all, in every place under heaven, ought to worship Him. 
Sofloe may yet obstinately cavil and say: "The August Supreme 
Ruler ought indeed to be worshiped, but there must be some to help 
Him, just as all Kings must have officers to assist them in governing." 
Do not such know that the officers of the King must be appointed 
by the King himself, and after that (and not before) may assist in 
governing ? With reference to the idols which men have set up of 
wood, and stone, and clay, and pictures on paper, I would ask if^ the 
August Supreme Ruler has appointed them ? No ; these are all derived 
from men's minds being so deluded by the devil as to make, according 
to their own stupid purposes and devices, every kind of strange and 
monstrous thing, Ot old, the August Supreme Ruler in six days cre- 
ated heaven and earth, land and sea, men and things. He had already 
appcHnted thousands and tens of thousands of angels to act as his mes- 
sengers. Why, then, should he need those strange and monstrous 
things which men have made in direct opposition to his will ? (Here 
Ae 2d coimhandment is quoted.) • • • If, in creating the 
world. He did not need any to help, who can He now require to help 
Him in taking care of men ? . I would ask you if the August Supreme 
Bnler had only created heaven, and not earth, would you have had a 
place to plant your feet upon? Would you have had any fields to 
cokivate? None. • • • Suppose he had not created on 

the earth mulberry trees, hemp, grain, wheat, pulse, beans, grass, wood, 
water, fire, gold, iron, and had not created m the waters fishes and 
fiogs, or the birds of the air, or the wild beasts of the hills, or domes- 
tic animals, then would your bodies have anything to clothe them, or 
your mouths anything to eat? Would you have had anything to boil 
tMT'mast for your morning or evening meals ; or any vessels or imple- 
Baeots to use ? None. 
Or mppose tbe August Supreme Ruler, fpT a OAUgJle ^esiX^ ^ovX.^ \»A. 
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jend forlb the sun to give you light, or rain to furfiish you with 
or thunder to banish malarious inBuences ; or should not cause the wind 
to blow to scatter your vexation and discomfi>rt« (Uterally, suppressed 
breathings,) could you then have harvests, or live in peace aijid pros- 
perity? Not at all. • • • Suppose He should be 
angry with you, cut short your breath and put an end to your Hfe: tbea 
would your mouth talk, your ^es see, your ears hear, your handi 
handle, your feet walk, your mind conceive a plan? Assuredly n^ 
• • • • Since there is most manifestly this most ado- 
rable and most hi^h true God, the universal father in heaven, who 
ought to be worshiped every morning and evening; of whom, if yoo 
a«k, you shall receive; if you knock it sball be opened unto you; if 
you seek you shall find; to refuse to worship Him, and worship images 
destitute of all knowledge and sensation, made of wood, and stone, mi 
clay, and pictures on paper — senseless things, which have mouths which 
cannot speak ; noses, but cannot smell ; ears, but cannot hear ; hands, 
but cannot hsuidle; feet, but cannot walk — is stupid indeed. Neverthe- 
less, the muddiness of the stream arises from want of cleanliness in the 
fountain. So the error of later ages arises fiom want of care in the 
fermer. (Here follows a sketch of the history of the rise of various 
superstitions, similar to that in the ^'trimetrical classic," as translated 
in the North China Herald, May 20, 1863, q- v.) • • • 
Besides the August Supreme Ruler there is no God. All the images 
of wood, clay, stone, or pictures on paper, are, without exception, 
of recent origin, and are made by men — men whose minds have been 
darkened by the devil and been utterly prostrated, and >vho have them- 
selves invited the demon Yen-lo to entangle and seize them. There- 
lore, I do now, with most perfect truth and sincerity, declare to you, oh 
ye men, how you can know God. The August Supreme Ruler, He is 
the true God. When you men bow down and worship idols, you truly 
invite the devil to set upon you. Of the idols which you have set up» 
some of those represented by them had some merit, and have long sbce 
gone to heaven. Have the services offered by men at all reached 
them? As to the whole tribe of worthless beings (literally, "swollen 
sores") without note or name, they are all square-headed, red-eyeA 
fiendish disciples and impish troops of the serpent devil, Yen-lo. 

• • • How can you men know the ruler f The August Supreme 
Ruler, (Shang-te ;) He is the ruUry (Te.) Those who are lords in 
this world may be called lordly and nothing more. Is the least degree 
of usurpation permitted among them? Jesus, the Saviour, is the Son 
of the August Supreme Ruler; He, too, must be called XorJ, and 
nothing more. In heaven above, or on earth beneath, who is ffreat^ 
than Jesus ? Yet even Jesus must not be addressed as Tc, (ruler.) 
What man is he that dares shamelessly to assume the title of Te! 
(ruler.) • [It is the common title of the Emperor of China, with another 
word prefixed.] He does but puff himseU up with a vain idea of his 
own grandeur, and will brine upon himself the eternal misery of heU*', 

Ah ! reverently worship the August Sufjreme Ruler, and then yai 
will be his sons and daughters ; then he will in this life protect you, 
and after death your souls shall ascend to Heaven and enjoy .^veriastr 
wg happiness. What enjoy meut I NWWl di^wj \ 
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if you are drowned in the belief of false gods, you will become 
Buid imps. In this life you will draw upon yourselves the snares of 
vU, ana after death will be seized by devils and endure eternal 
It in hell. What shame! what contempt smd wretchedness! 
I of these is to be desired ? which is to be avoided ? Consider 
yourselves, brethren and sisters throughout the world; should 
>t awake? If you do not, after all, awake, you must indeed be 
orn ; you must indeed be deluded by the devil. When happi- 
\ oSeiedf you will not accept it ! When it is evident that there is 
ven above, for thousands and myriads of years, this everlasting 
less and dignity— even so great happiness you are unwilling to 
s. You take pleasure in violating the commands of heaven. In 
cm with devils, you sin against heaven, and so provoke the just 
of the August Supreme Ruler. Thus you will fall into the eighteen 
nd endure eternal torment. It is most deeply to be deplored*; 
uly a subject of commiseration. 

IV. Rules and rtgukuiom of the Toe Bing dywuty. 

I important regulations ^or the stationary camp : 

f first rule inculcates obedience to the commands of heaven. 

5 second requires a thorough acquaintance with the heavenly 

(ten commandments ;) also ofifering of praise, morning and eve- 

irorship, and giving of thanks. 

3 thircl forbids smoking and wine-drinking ; enjoins mutual justice 

irmony ; and warns against partiality in adjusting disputes. 

3 fourth requires entire submission to the restraints of discipline \ 

3 false returns of the troops, and the concealment of articles taken 

he enemy. 

I fifth commands a separation between the camps of the men and 

n. 

3 sixth enjoins acquaintance with the various signals with gongs, 

ets, or drums. 

3 seventh forbids all unnecessary passing and repassing between 

QTerent camps and corps, to the detriment of the pubhc service. 

3 eighth requires attention to the respective titles and forms of 

3S to be used for the various grades of officers. 

3 ninth enjoins that spears, guns, and all implements of wars, be 

8 in readiness for use. 

3 tenth forbids falsely reporting the laws of the state or the royal 

5S, or erroneously transmitting orders respecting the movements 

»ps or the commands of superior officers. 

Camp regulations. 

jL All over fifteen years of age must carry implements of war, 
ions, bowls, pots, oil, and salt, and must be provided with spears 
led for use. 

ond. The more able men and officers are not, on that account, to 
what does not belong to them, and ride in sedan chairs or on 
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horseback, or in a disorderly manner seize the outside of the Icmex 
classes. 

Third. Men and officers (while the Emperor passes) are to meiv^ to 
the side of the road, and cry> "May you live ten thousand years ; mvf 
myriads of blessings attend you ; may you live a thousand years'^ 
(i. e. for the high omcers in attendance.) It is not permitted to mingle 
promiscuously with the imperial train, or the horses and sedans bek^ 
mg to the imperial wives and concubines. 

Fourth. At the loud sounding of the trumpet, all must ra}»dly press 
forward towards the point of danger. None are to skulk and seek tfa^ 
own ease. 

Fifth. Neither soldiers nor camp- women are permitted to gaoot inUi 
the neighboring villages to cook rice, obtain provisions, injure peopled 
bouses, or plunder their property ; nor are they to seek out the apothe- 
caries' shops, to seize on theur contents, or the official residences of pre- 
fects, district magistrates, or any inferior officers. 

Sixth. It is not permitted to seize upon the petty traders who sell tea, 
water, congee, or rice, and compel them to Dear burdens, or to diett 
their brethren of the army out of any of their travellinfi; articles. 

Seventh, It is not permitted to stop for rest at the shops by the way, 
to delay the completion of the march. The line must be maintained 
unbroken from front to rear, and there must be no stragglers. 

Eighth. It is not permitted to bum the houses of the people, or tous^ 
them on the road as sinks. 

Ninth. It is not permitted to put to death old and weak bearers of 
burdens. 

Each man is to obey orders, and occupy the posts assigned by tie 
general and subordinate officers. No one is to leave die fipont and pais 
to the rear at his own pleasure. 

V. The book of the descent of the Cdeuiql Father. 

This book gives an account of the trial and execution of a cerfaia 
high officer, named Chow-seih-nung, and two others, who meditated 
treachery to the revolutionary cause. Information of their intentioBS 
was communicated to the chiefs by the celestial father (God) on the 
29th day of the 16th month of the 1st year of the new dynasty, Novwfc* 
ber, 1861. After several communications, the celestial father com- 
manded the traitor to be brought before him, and proceeded, in pcrsoor 
to question him respecting his treachery : 

Question. He asks : Do you, Chow-seih-nung,know that I, tbecdefr^ 
tial father, am omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient? ^ 

Answer. I know it. 

Question. Do you know that for many years the people of the oeih 
tral country have not worshiped me? . 

Answer. The people of the central country are blinded with respect 
to the favor of the celestial father, and long have neglected to worship 
him. 

Qvestion. Do joM know how great is the forbearance of the celestial 
£itbert ■ ^ ■ 



H. Doc. 12& ISS 

Answer. The forbearance of the celestial father is vast as the bottom 
f the sea. 

The examination is continued until he confesses his guilt. He is 
mteDoed to be cut to pieces, with his two accomplices and his wife 
lid children. 

VL The look of the Heavenly Commemdi. 

This purports to be a collection of commands and instructions per- 
Mudly communicated from time to time by the celestial father, and 
le celestial brother, Jesus. The first appearance was in the year 
!r<K)8ing, 1848, in the third month, and in the ninth month of that year 
le second occurred. At bo h these appearances innumerable wonders, 
igDs, and miracles, were wrought. Again, in 1849, on the sixteenth 
f third month, and 1851, fourth of third month, the celestial father 
ame down, and declared that he had sent the celestial king, (i. e. the 
isurgent chief,) and that his commands were to be regarded as the 
ommands of heaven. 

On the eighteenth, third month, 1851, and thirteenth of seventh 
lonth, 1851, Jesus and the celestial father appeared and delivered 
Bjious exhortations, which are given both in prose and verse. The 
erfections of the Deity are set forth, valor is enjoined, plundering is 
jrbidden, and divine assistance in battle is promised. This book, also, 
ootains some instructions from the insurgent chief, the '' celestial king^^ 
tijnsel£ He enjoins submission to authonty, mutual harmony, courage, 
nd contempt of suffering and death. He requires high officers to ob- 
crve the conduct of the men in battle, and to record in a book the 
tames of those who act in a cowardly manner, that the one may be 
ewarded, and the other punished. Those officers who die in battle 
ire to be promoted, and their posthumous rank is to be perpetuated in 
heir femilies. He encourages bis followers by reminding them that 
bey are the sons and daughters of the celestial fkther, and the younger 
NTcdiers and sisters of the celestial brother, and that in this world they 
liall have incomparable honor, and in the world to come happiness 
ntbout end. 

There is a special prohiUtion of all violations of the seventh com- 
Daadment, on pain of death. 

A special edict is appended with reference to the Empress. She is 
» be styled simply Niang-niang, (empress or queen,) and her name is 
iever to be connected with the title, on pain of death. No one is to 
laee upon her; but if any one should, by accident, meet her, the head 
md eyes should be cast down so as not to see her. Death is the pen- 
iltv of any disregard of this injunction. Her female attendants are 
M>tdden, on pain of death, to repeat without any thing she may say, 
i^r to communicate to her what passes without* 



Shanghai, May 26, 18^ 
The above is a correct copy of the books of the iuauTTOTCu^. 
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Mr. McCartee to Mr. MarskalL 

NiNOPO, May 19, 1S$3. 

Sir: T have the honor again to address you, and to inform jwM 
the Chinese at present seem to have entirely recovered from diei e 
alarm respectinff the rebels, and are perfectly tranquil Business, !»»• r 
ever, continues dull, and many are suffering from want of empkymot, : 
and also from the high price of provisions. The distribution of rice to 
the poor was, on the 15th instant, accompanied by very lameetable 
results, twenty-nine persons having been trampled to deathly the 
crowd, and many others seriously injured. The accident gave rise to 
a burst of indignation against the chief manager of the distribution^ lal 
the mob proceeded at once to his house and demolished all his fanu* 
ture, &Cm and the dead bodies were carried and laid in his house, untl 
the people were finally appeased by the payment of $50,000 cash to I 
the friends for each person killed, and a much smaller sum totbott 1 
who were only injured. 

The hardness of the times, and the strict system of patrols estab' 
lished within the city, have driven the thieves who were in the city to 
the outside, and increased their number, so that almost every lugbl 
thefts are committed in this neighborhood, which is opposite the city, 
and where most of the foreign population reside. 

On Tuesday last, the 17th instant, I was informed that a night jp^ 
formance with female actors was about to be held nearly in front ofooi 
houses; and, as night gatherings and female actors are both contiv] 
to the Chinese law, and not only a nuisance by keeping up disturbano 
all night in the neighborhood of our houses, but also dangerous by od 
lecting together a large concourse of improper characters against whoi 
we should be obliged to keep watch, I therefore requested the distri 
magistrate to disperse the crowd, and he accordingly sent policeiBC 
for that purpose ; but on their arrival they found a number of Porti 
guese armed with clubs, &c., who had expressed a determination th 
the play should go on ; and the poUcemen accordingly came to my hoo 
to say that they were afraid to attempt any thing. Having receiv* 
an intimation of the design of the Portuguese, I wrote to F. M. Marque 
esq., the Portuguese consul for this port, requesting him to prevent tl 
interference of the Portuguese. To this formal application I have 
yet received no answer, and accordingly to-day addressed to him a 
other communication, of which I beg leave to enclose a copy. 

The conduct of the lorchas, and of the seamen and others connecti 
with them, who live sometimes on shore and sometimes in boats, sa 
ing about without flags or papers, committing excesses of all kinds, 
greatly to be deprecated, as giving all foreigners a bad name amo 
the Chinese, who are, for the most part, unable to distinguish one c 
tion from another; and there is reason to fear that at some time tfa< 
forbearance may give way, and then innocent and guilty — ^Americai 
English, and Portuguese — ^will be visited with their vengeance alike. 

It is hardly to be tolerated that such practices should be allowed 
a nation considered civilized ; but when the interests and property 
other foreign nations are endangered by the acts of licentious sailoi 
deserters nrom or belonging to brchas, living on shore contrary to tl 
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rales of all civilized nations, it is time, I think, to appeal for redress to 
,^ those who are able and willing to afford it. 
' *'^' I have therefore the honor to call your attention to the disorderly 
"^f^' aad contumelious conduct of the Portuguese, who, knowing that the 
*^ *« AiDericans had no consular officer at Uiis port, have endeavored to 
^■^ tWart us, and show to the Chinese (as they said) which is the strong- 
?^ est; and also to the fact that the Portuguese consul either does not pos- 
'"^ jess the power, or has not the will, to prevent the lawless conduct of 
^ hia fellow-subjects. 

/*■ I have the honor to be, sir, yours, very respectfully, 
S ^ D. B. McCARTEE. 

^ «» Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

CammisBianeri 4^., ^. 

^* S. I beg also to enclose a copy of my reply to Sefior Marquesas 
^^Wer, togetner with Sefior Marques's reply itself, which, being in 
"^^ortuguese, I could not translate in order to copy. 



3^' 



^ 



CI. May 20, 1853. 



^ 



Mr. McCarUe to Sefior Marques. 



NiNGPO, May 19, 1853. 

Sir: In consequence of an illegal and disorderly assemblage of Chi- 
^lese near my house on the night of the 17th instant, I had the honor 
\i> address you officially, as the consul of her most faithful Majesty for 
Jhe port of Ningpo, on the evening of that day, informing you of the 
iad that I had requested the district magistrate to disperse the crowd, 
and arrest the parties concerned, both as violators of Chinese law and 
as dangerous to the safety of our property, especially during the pres- 
ent unsettled state of the country, and the frequent robberies ihat nave 
been occurring in this neighborhood ; and that I had received informa- 
tion that certain seamen and others belonging to or discharged from 
lorchas, subjects of her most faithful Majesty, and temporarily re- 
siding on shore near my house, intended to interfere to prevent the ex- 
ecution of the law by the Chinese officers; and requesting your interfer- 
ence to prevent such violent and disorderly proceedings on the part of 
her most faithful Majesty's subjects. 

Not having received any reply to my formal application referred to, 
although the interpreter to her most faithful Majesty's consulate called 
yesterday and verbally acknowledged its receipt, I have theref(fre 
now to inform you that such interference on the part of certain of her 
most faithful Majesty's subjects did take place on the night referred 
to, and that the Chinese policemen were intimidated and deterred from 
arresting the persons engaged in the disorderly assemblage by the 
presence of several Portuguese armed with clubs, &c. 

Such conduct on the part of foreign seamen, who are suffered by 
4eir officers to live on shore, cannot but be productive of injurious 
consequences ; and if, when the Chinese authorities show a disposition 
to protect our persons and {nroperty to the extent of their ^wei^ Cot- 
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eigners of other nations are alloVed to interfere to prevent tiiem, it ir 
evident that nothing is left us but to lay the matter before the oflicen 
of our own government, and apply to them for protection and redress. 

I beg therefore to inform you, that having received from his eio^ 
leiicy Colonel Marshall, Commissioner of the United States of Amerieaf 
now at Shanghai, instructions directing me to report to him from tine 
to time the state of affairs at this* port, I shall transmit this day to tia 
excellency an account of the occurrence above referred to, with a copy 
of this communication to her most faithful Majesty's consul, requesting 
his excellency the Commissioner of the United States of America to 
take such measures for the protection of the citizens of the Unitei 
States of America at this port as may to him seem necessary and 
desirable. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

D. B. McCARTEE. 



CONSULADO PORTUOUEZ EM NlNGFO B TuCHAlf. 

Illmo. SNr. : Accuzo por este a recep9ao de duas cartas de va. sa^ 
da data de 17 e 19 de corrente, ambas acerca d'una representa^ao thea- 
tral feita por mulberes Chinas, que va. sa. diz ser contra as leis de im- 
perio, e que al^no marinheiros das lorchas, subditos de 6. M. F., 
estaras de combma9ao paraimped'u: aos officiaes das authoridades Chi- 
Has, que estes prendessemos actores, Sec. Nao pude respondar a sua 
primeara carta de 17 de corrente porque ella me foi entreque as 9} 
noras da noite de mesmo dia, e como en nada sabia respieto desta re- 
presenta9ao theatrcd, suppuz que ella teria lugar no dia seguiente, e por 
essa razao mandei o meu interpretre a casa de va. sa., para en ser mel- 
hormente informado das circumstancias do caza; e quando ella voItoD 
he que fui informado de que a dita representa9ao theatral teve lugar na 
mesma noite de 17 de corrente, sem a menor novidade. Ora como a 
dita representa9ao se fez sem ter havido desordem, julguei que estara 
terminada esta corresponden9ia, e por essa razao deixei de responder a 
sobridita carta de va. sa. de 17 de corrente. Porem bastante surprizo 
figuri com a recep9ao da sua langa carta de 19 de corrente, pela qixal 
va. sa. torna a repizar a mesmo questas, que devia dar por acabado, e 
me informa as mesmo teinpo aue hia a transmettir a s. exa. CoroDel 
Marshall, commissario dos Estados Unidos d' America, que se acha ein 
Shanghai uma rela9ao da occorrencia havida, com a copia da ditta sua ^ 
carta de 19 de corrente, para elle commissario dar as providencias m 
julgar necessarias para protec9ao dos cidadores dos Estados Unidos 
d' America, residentes neste porto, &c., &c. 

A vista disto cumpre me aizer a va. sa., que a sua interferencia ne^ 
questas, he incompetente por quanto va. sa. nao podia prohibir a dita 
riepresentacao theatral, emoora ella fosse contrario as leis de imperio, 
que era sooan competencia das authoridades locaes do paiz a prohibi-h' 
Nao forks as authoridades locaes, as que prohibirao, a dita represenU; 
cao (como eston bem informado) mas sein va. sa., o mesmo (como coor 
lessa. por sua carta de 17 de coTteivte^ (\\ie vntimon dos Chinas para (te* 
Bistirem desse diverlimenlo, alLegaxido ^x eoxiU^\o ^^£Y^ v\& vooL^jem 



\ 



H. Doc 123. Ifift 

e podia correr risco a sua propriedade, &c. E para esse finir 
Alton das authoridades ChiDezas, alguno soldados osquaro deixa- 
le OS prender, e de impedir a represeQta9ao, sem que para isso al- 
1 se iheo oppozezse. Quanto as que va. sa. diz que he contra as 
^bioezas ser a representa^ao executada por mulheres, veja ser in- 
sula por quanto no dia 6 da prezente lua, (13 de corrente,) houri 
a. igual representa9ao pouco distante da caza da jnuiha rezidencia, 
o houri por cauza diesso impedimento algun da parte dos authori- 
8 de paiz, nem tao pouco da parte de va. sa. 
uanto as risco que podia correr a propriedade de va. sa. e a d'ou- 
cidadoes dos Etados Unidos d' America, por cauza de desordem, 
ivo humo iUuzao sua como se provon por nao ter havido a menor 
iada, com a dita representa^ao theatral, viste que os Chinas por 
io OS mais tranquillos, e os que respeit^ muito as estrangeiros. 
a disso a representagoes theatrals sao muito frequentes neste paiz, 
) as mesmo tempo permettidas pelos suas authoridades, e tanto 
defronte de todos oz sens templos sempre ha huma caza contenida 

esse mesmo fim, e foi ninna igual a essez, perto da caza de va. sa. 
mte d'un pagode, que tevo lugar a representa5ao no dia 17 de cor- 
3. Admittido que fosse o principip, de que va. sa. pelorisco que 
a correr a sua propriedade, se achara com direito para poder im- 
r a dita representa9ao theatral, a vista disto digo Ihe, que neste 
► todo e qualquer estrangeiro rezidente neste porto deve considerar 
goalmente authorizado para impedir as representa9aoes theatrals^ 
se fizerem perto clas suas cazas, e por esse modo ficarao os Chinas 
ados injustamente deste genero de divertimestos, que he hum dps 
) &voritos para elles. Finalmente, dado o cazo que seja contraria* 
eis Chinezos a dita representa9ao theatral excutada por mulheres, 

a sendo pelos leis das na9des civilizadps,) e que as authoridades de 

forao por alguns amedrontados (como va. sa. quero dizer) para po- 
rn prender os actores, &c., contudo isto declaro a va. sa. que nao 
a sua competencia o tomar conhecimento destas violencias de leis, 
lo pertence as authoridades locales de paiz, que nada me tem re- 
entado contra isso. 

m coDcluzad desta correspondencia sobre una questad bem in- 
ificante, e que va. sa. devia da por acabada, visto que dessa occur- 
ia nao houri a menor consequencia, em porjuizo dos interesses de 
sa., e dos seno concidadoes, direi com franqueza, por quanto eston 

convencido que nao he o risco de propriedades e outras pretentos. 
Jos que va. sa. allega, o motiyo porque va. sa. tem querido susten- 
;st a correspondencia, transmittiendo a no conhecimento de s. exa. o 
missario dos Estados Unidos d' America em Shanghai ; mas sim tudo 
wr hum manero capricho, seo por ver va. sa..que nao erfi^ obcdeci- 
pelos Chinas, e por alguno subditos de sua Magestade FideUssima, 
aas ordens, e reputada por illegal a sua interferencia, na jurisdi^ao 
ra, de querir impedir a sobridiia reprezenta9ao theatral que os faria 
ar desse divertimento. 

omo va. sa. me informa que bin a participar a s. exa. o Coronel 
shall, commiss€urio dos Estados Unidos d' America, acerca desta oc- 
encia en bem pela minho porte, Ihe participo cpie Te^ie2i«o.\»x€\ ^ 
Kas* govemador da provincisi de Macao, UmQt e .«o\ot couXx^^Ss^ 
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terferencia de va. sa. ninna questao inteiramente alheia de suajurisdi- 
gao quenudo va« sa. exercer por meio deila a sua aathoridada sobre os 
subditos de S. M. F. e Chineza. Ds. Gs. a Va. Sa. 
NiNOPO, 20 de Maio de 1863. 

FRANCO. JOAO MARQUES, 

Conseul de S. M. F. 
lUmo. Scfir. D. B. McCartee, Ningpo. 



Mr. MeCarUe to Seflor F. J. Marques. 

NiNOPO, May 20, 18S3. 

Sir : I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your official communicatioD, 
dated this day, in answer to my application to her most faithful Majesty's 
consul, relative to the interference of certain subjects of her most faith- 
ful Majesty temporarily residing on shore in this neighborhood, and to 
inform you that I shall transmit the same to his excellency the Comnus- 
sioner of the United States of America by the first opjportunity. I 
would merely add, at this time,' that theatrical representations in which 
women are the actors are prohibited by the laws of China, and are 
always clandestinely performed, and never within the walls of any city; 
that they are always the occasion of congregating together an assemWy 
of disorderly and disreputable persons; and that I am persuaded, that 
bad such a thing been attempted in near proximity to tne residence of 
her noost faithful Majesty's consul at night, and especially at the present 
time, when the Chinese local officers deem it necessary to adopt extraor- 
dinary measures lor the protection of property and prevention of diso^ 
ders, it would have been no less disapproved of by her most faithfcl 
Majesty's consul than by myself. When, therefore, I was informed that 
certain of her most faithful Majesty's subjects had announced their de- 
termination to prevent the police from arresting the offenders, I hoped 
that a courteous application to her most faithful Majesty's consul would 
have prevented such interference, but the seamen referred to having 
actually put their threat into execution, I was compelled to apply to the 
officers of my own government to request that some means be devised 
for the prevention of such irregularities in future on the part of seamen, 
who, living on shore or in Chinese boats, attempt to interfere to prevent 
the maintenance of quiet and security in the neighborhood of such 
foreigners as permanently reside and have property at stake at this port. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &c., &c.. 



F. J. Marques, Esq. 



D. B. McCARTEE 



Mr. Marshall to Mr. McCartee. 

Shanghai, May 26, 1858. 

Sir : Your letter of the 20th instant, with its enclosures, wiw received 
j^esterdaj evening. I shall communicate with his excellency^ Govenior 
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Gtemaraes, at Macao, on the subject of which your communication 
directs my attention. 

In the mean time ,it is scarcely necessary to urge upon you ihe pro- 
priety of avoiding, as far as may be practicable, the formation of any 
issues with the Portuguese sailors which will demand the intervention 
of the public authorities of the United States. Commodore Perry has 
Bailed on a sprcial service^ which, in his opinion, required the entire 
naval force of the United States in these seas ; so that it will be im- 
possible for me to send to your rescue, or for your immediate protec- 
tion, or for the vindication of any wrongs you may suffer, a ship-of-war 
belonging to your government. This state of things may continue for 
a considerable period, and should be suggestive ot great prudence on 
the part of every American citizen, It will be my study to maintain 
their rights, and to participate in their dangers when I cannot relieve 
them ; out it may happen that the profligate and vicious class which 
interfered with the Chinese police on the 17th instant, will do you in- 
jury in the moment when you are defenceless, relying on impunity by 
an escape frorri Ningpo before their own authorities or I can overtake 
them. 

I remain; very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

D. B. McCartee, Esq., 

Nifigjfo, China. 



FuHCHAN, April 14, 1853. 

Dear Sir: The undersigned have been appointed a committee, on 
behalf of the American citizens residing at Fuhchan, to make to you, 
as the highest officer of our government in China, a brief representation 
of our situation with reference to the present disturbed condition of this 
empire. 

In addressing you on this subject, we do not deem it necessary to 
enter into a particular narration of the events transpiring around us, 
and with which we suppose you are already sufficiently acquainted. 
We presume you are aware that, in case of a popular disturbance in 
Fuhchan, our persons and property, as well as the property held in 
this city by our missionary boards, will be exposed to imminent peril ; 
and that wo. have here no protection whatever on the part of our own 
government. The rumors that reach us from the disturbed provinces, 
with reference to the movements and intentions of the insurgents, are of 
such a character, and the government here on which we are dependent 
for protection in case of the rising of a mob holds such a precarious ex- 
istence, that we feel compelled to make this application to our own gov- 
ernment for its protection. 

We have around us strong and constantly-increasing evidence grow- 
ing out of the clandestine circulation of despatches from the insari^ent 
chief, and the agitated state of the public mind here, that a decisive 
struggle in this city is rapidly approaching. 

It is possible for us, we know, to escape (so far as our personal safety 
11 
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is concerned) the danger to which we have referred, but as missiona- 
ries, to whose care our respective boards have committed property to 
a considerable amount, we feel it to be of the highest importance that 
we maintain our present position ; and we will most gratefully ac- 
knowledge any assistance you may render us in accomplishing so de- 
sirable an end. 

With earnest prayers for your personal well-being, we beg to re- 
main, on behalf of the American community of Fuhchan, dear sir, 
yours, with great respect, 



R. S. MACLAY, 
S. CUMMLNGS, 

Committee. 



Hon. H. Marshall, 

United States Commissioner to China. 



Shanghai, May 25, 1853. 

Gentlemen : Your communication, date4 " Fuhchan, April 14/' 
reached me at this place yesterday only. You may have suffered the 
worst consequences of the peril to which you are exposed during the 
time your letter has been on its way. If I had a small armed steamer 
under my orders, I could reach you in forty hours ; but, as it is, I can 
only send a letter, which you may receive towards the end of June. 
It is matter lor my most serious regret to be compelled to saj^ to you 
in that letter that you need not expect the protection which would be 
aflbrded by the presence of a ship-of-war belonging to your government. 
The commodore (Perry) who is now in command, in these seas, of the 
naval forces of the United States, has considered himself authorized, by 
special instructions from the government at home, to withdraw his 
whole force from the China seas for the present. He has accordingly 
taken wUh him, on a special service, all the ships except the Plymouth, 
which awaits here the arrival of the mail, and will then also follow the 
squadron. If it be any consolation, you may know that you are not 
deserted more than the rest of your fellow-citizens in China ; for at 
present, and for what time to come I cannot even ** guess," the coast 
of China will be without a ship of the United States upon its line. 

I desire that you shall know this has not occurred by my concur- 
rence or with my consent, and I presume it will be rectified so soou as 
the mail can reach the United States and return.' In the mean time, it 
may be well to give you the following instructions to guide your con- 
duct under the pressure of any emergency that may arise which shall 
require the abandonment of your property at Fuhchan to save your 
own lives. 

You will each cause an inventory of his property, real and personal, 
to be made out in due form, exhibiting, item by item, the value as es- 
timated by two disinterested valuers. Should any emergency arise 
which imminently threatens your security, or if you have good reason 
to believe that a mob, or incendiaries, or insurrectionists will offer vio- 
lence to your persons or your property, you will deposit the said in- 
ventory or the duplicate with the chief local authority at Fuhchan, and at 
ihc same time you will cause seals to be placed u^orv your eflects and 
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ur doors. You will then request the said chief local authority 
a military guard over said property for its especial protection, 
reaty provides. You will say to the chief local authority of 
n that these proceedings, on your part, are taken by my inslruc- 
you, in order that there may be no mistake on his part of the 
1 of the United States to hold China responsible under the treaty 
nnify the American citizens for any loss or damage their per- 
property may sustain by the lawlessness or violence of the sub- 
China, and that he may regulate his actions accordingly. 
;vill be especially mindful not to interfere in any manner, or un- 
pretext, with the disputes among the Chinese. Let no hope of 
-^alence of a brighter future for China, either morally or politi- 
iduce you to forget for a moment the duty you owe to your own 
lent of observing absolute neutrality in this civil war. You must 
yoqr own discretion as to the withdrawal of your persons, 
u have committed your property to the care of the local authori- 
y advice is, that you shall withdraw peaceably and quietly, and 
I shall come to this city, or take refuge at Canton, if more con- 
under the consul of the United States, keeping all the while a 
account of the expenses to which you are subjected by this ex- 
for the want of protection. The copy of your inventories will 
arded to my address, at the legation in this city, by a careful 
Should you come here, I will cheerfully extend all the protec- 
ich my representative character will command, as well as such 
wn person will assist to effect. Under existing circumstances, 
!er to you none other, which I beg you to believe I deeply re- 
th on your account, my own, and that of the government of 
ed States. 

rvill please convey to the American community, in whose be- 
a address me, my sincere wish for their prosperity and happi-. 
id the expression of my hope that they may avoid all danger 
prudent exercise of their rights under the treaty. Accept, gen- 
ibr yourselves, the assurances of respect with which I remain. 
Your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
rs. R. S. Maclay and S. Cummings, Commitlee^ 

City of Fuhchauy China. 



I — No. 17.] Shanghai, China, May 30, 1853. 

I forwarded my despatches Nos. 12 and 13 by the steamer- 
•n. They were lost on the night of the second instant by the 
g of that vessel on an island off Fuhchan. Peter Parker, esq., 
etary and interpreter of this legation, was a passenger on board! 
riston, having in his possession the originals of Nos. 10, 11, and 
ch (as I understand his note to me) were intended to be re-, 
among the archives. These being lost a\so,l m\]L§>\.Tc^o^\\^"^\.^^^v 
' copies of Nos. 10 and 11 to be returned to m^i ^\vexv \iao^^ $^^- 
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spatches shall reach Washington city. Fortunately I retained the 
original of despatch No. 13, of which I now send forward the dupli- 
cate copy. The despatch No. 12 has been lost entirely, nor do I re- 
member its contents with suflScient exactness to repeat them ; bat I 
think the enclosures embraced a letter from me to the prime minister of 
the Chinese; a correspondence between the British minister and my- 
self, on the policy to be pursued in presence of the contending armies 
of the Emperor and "the rebels;" some propositions and drafts of proc- 
lamations ; an account of a conversation between the envoy of Gre^t 
Britain and myself; together with some observations of mine on the 
policy of Great Britain towards China, and in regard to the tendency 
of affairs in this country. Probably none of the topics touched in the 
despatch were of such importance as to render the loss of the paper 
matter of as much regret to the department as to myself. Having 
waited for a reply to my note to the prime minister nearly two months^ 
I commenced an investigation of the course through which that docu- 
ment passed towards its destination. The result is, that I find it has 
been, probably, travelling in a circuit of some seventy miles around 
Shanghai, during the whole intervening period since it left my hands. 
The taoutae of this intendency assures me, through the vice-consul of 
the United States, that the letter is now in the possession of a viceroy 
lately appointed to govern the Siang Kiang, and that the viceroy has 
directed him to inquire whether, ^* after such long delay, it is my wish thai 
the letter shall yet be forwarded to Pekin.*^ 

I entertain very strong suspicion that the taoutae has not permitted 
the communication to the prime minister to leave his own possession, 
and that his present object is to learn whether my views and wishes as 
to a communication with Pekin may not have been modified by the 
withdrawal of the naval forces of the United States from these seas. 

I directed the vice-consul to say, in reply, that my visit to Shanghai 
was prompted by my desire to transmit, through the governor-general 
of the Siang Kiang, a letter accrediting me as Commissioner of the 
United States to his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of China, and that 
on my failure to find the governor-general I addressed the prime min- 
ister of the empire; that if his excellency the viceroy was now ready 
to meet me at Sucliow or at Shanghai, in order to receive the Presi* 
dent's letter for transmission to Pekm, there would be no further neces- 
sity for my letter to the prime niinis'ter, and it could be returned tg me 
at our interview. If, on the contrary, his excellency was not williag 
to afford such an interview at as early a day as practicable, that, in 
such case, he would do me a favor by sending my letter to its direc- 
tion without further delay. It would be useless lor me to return to Can- 
ton to await the arrival of an imperial commissioner, bec'ause the duties 
of the officer who holds that apj)ointmeiit have required his absence 
iirom that city f )r the past eighteen months. It is within the obligation 
of the treaty that the governor-general of the Siang Kiang shall trans- 
mit communications from one government to the other. If he shall tail 
to pertbrm this duty, nothing remains but to address government di- 
rectly, or to retire. 1 have chosen to pursue the former course — with 
what success remains to be seen. No stronger reason could be assigned 
for requiring the oflBcial residence o? tV\e Goiu\x\v«Aiouec at Pekin than 
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the suppression, musdirection, and extraordinary delay of his official 
communicalions to the court by the provincial officers, who incur uo 
responsibility by such gross misconduct. Should the governor-general 
decline to see the President's letter, I shall inform Heang Yung, the 
generalissimo of the imperial army, now encamped before Nankin, of 
the fact that I have addressed the prime minister, and shall request 
him to advise the board with which he corresponds of that fact, in or- 
der that the viceroy may be compelled to send the communication to 
its address. The absence of the naval forces will prevent my proceed- 
ing at once to the mouth of the Peiho, 

Where the character of the Chinese mandarins is appreciated, this 
long delay, under any circumstances, will not be deemed singular. 
But amidst the throes of revolution, which demand more capacity for 
business than they possess, their inattention might charitably be attrib- 
uted to their confusion. As a class, the chief provincial authorities 
have constantly opposed all direct intercourse between the court at 
Pekin and ministers from foreign powers; because the intermediary 
position they hold gives them an importance which they must lose when 
foreign affairs shall be discussed and decided by the court at Pekin. 
At present they are the actual rulers of this country, because they hear 
first whatever complaints may be made, and, if they prefer not to ad- 
just them, .it is quite easy to obstruct the avenues to the imperial ear, 
by suppressing documents and creating embarrassing delny. 

The revolution promises a more rapid development than I antici- 

Eated in my last despatch. Scarcely is one phase perceived clearly 
efbre it is lost again in the movement which is hurrying China to a 
complete social and political disorganization. I shall not be surprised 
to behold on this theatre within a twelvemonth a re-enactment of the 
worst scenes of the Prench revolution, or of those which characterized 
the dissolution of the Roman empire. Already one of the five open 
ports has fallen into the hands of tne rebels. Amoy was taken on the 
19th instant, and now is in the possession and control of the insurgent 
chief who entered it; but it seems he is independent of the chief at 
Nankin, and disclaims all connexion with him. The vice-consul at 
Hong Kong informs me that "differences of opinion as to the form of 

fovemment to be established existed among those of the society who 
ad charge of the funds intended for its expenses, and tliis uncertainty 
had resulted in the defection of some of the chiefs wiih their immediate 
commands, who had withdrawn from the body to the number of fifteen 
hundred men." 

"At Changchow, after taking the place, the rebels quarrelled with 
the inhabitants, and, before peace was restored, some eighteen hundred 
rebels were killed.'* , 

"At Tangwa, the inhabitants, after turning out the mandarins, r^ 
fused to admit the rebels, and proposed making it an independent 
town." 

These extracts from my private correspondence will prove to you 
the condition of the south. In a word — in my opinion, the fact is, that 
this ancient empire now disintegrates, and that the poUue^ ^d\^^^^*^ 
fall from the absolute want of all the elements of 8Vrei\gi^\,\^^^^^?>'^^ 
people a prey to every species of social disorder befoie c\\x\eX uxA ^ck\ 
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.government can be restored. In all human probability:, the Manchoo 
rulers will not again attempt, after this summer, to pass the Yellow 
river. The valley of ihe Yangtsze Kiang, the Min, and the Hoangpo* 
may fall to the government at Nankin; while the southern and western 

{)arts of the empire may pass into other hands, in the subdivision of the 
ands and population that now constitute the Ta Tsing empire. These 
are matters, nowever, for speculation ; my ifhmediale purpose is to 
present to j^our consideration the facts existing, and without embellislh 
ment. 

You will scarcely be able to comprehend the fact that the last ship 
of the United States on this coast should be withdrawn at such a mo- 
ment as this, but nevertheless it is true. Commander Kelly, of the 
Plymouth, has just left my room, having informed me that he should 
sail from this place for the Loo Choo islands the day after to-morrow. 
I inquired of him whether he considered himself at liberty to abandon 
American interests in Cliina at a moment when one of the ports where 
the flag of the United States is displayed over a consulate is in the 
hands of the insurgents, and when he knew every American life was 
exposed. It produced no effect whatever. So I may now announce 
to the President that the naval force is entirely withdrawn. 

The American citizen whose enterprise rightfully seeks the protection 
of our flag on this strange soil, and in these distant seas, Tvould find 
very little substantiality in mere citizenship as a security f5r his rights 
should the withdrawal of the guns of the naval force at such a time meet 
the approbation of the President of the United States. Such results 
will flow, however, and constantly, until the naval power shall be re- 
quired to yield its arm to the requisition of the civil power. The expe- 
rience of the Secretary of Slate (whose accession to office I have just 
now learned) will cause him to appreciate the^iwkwardness of my 
present relations to this government, and to my own countrymen. I 
am invested, by the law of 1S48, with powers judicial, legislative, and 
executive, under certain modifications. Bu^^^f 1 may not demand 
successfully the presence of a ship to protec^^^ind property in tit 
presence of a rebellion triumphing over law and government, could 1 
calculate upon assistance from the same quarter to execute, or to uphold 
law, in the presence of an armed populace ? I trust the President will 
give some decisive instructions to meet this entire case. Tliis mission 
is so distant from the United States, that application cannot be made to 
the department every time a new question arises. I find no difficulty 
in determining the true (bourse to pursue, or in my own will to follow 
it ; but I find the difficulty in the ability of others to render me power- 
.less at the moment when my energies are most wanted, by witndraw- 
.ing from my control all the means not merely of doing what is right anJ 
, desiraWe, but of preserving the decency of a respectable appearanceof 
i power in presence of a subtle and half-civilized race Professions of 
willingness to execute orders are worth nothing when the practice is to 
raise issues constantlj', so as to refer questions of power for determiua- 
; lion by a tribunal at the distance of fifteen thousand miles from the 
scene of action. Reference to my correspondence will prove that do 
energy or caution on my part has been wanting to progress with the 
business of this mission, and tio o^jpoiVwiixX^ Vvx^ \i^^w \x\\s»^ed by our 
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' naval oflBcers who have successively been in command to thwart my 
views and baffle ray purposes. 

Some of the cabinet of the President will be able to confirm the 
recommendations I have sofreauently submitted for small war-steamers 
to be on this coast, and under the control of the Commissioner to China. 
The efficiency of the Commissioner essentially depends on his ability 
to coerce; and it will be useless to base expectations of success in the 
management of business upon any other hypothesis. When an armed 
steamer casts her anchor in front of a Chinese city —especially in one of 
the five ports — her presence seems to bring into active exercise senti- 
ments of justice to which, under other circumstances, the mind of the 
Chinese is utterly dead. Probably the exhibition of the flag on#board 
of an armed vessel will always be sufficient to induce the authorities to 
dispense justice to#American citizens, and will enable the Commissioner 
to avoid the protracted discussions to which the Chinese are so prone. 
But such vessels can only move with the proper expedition from point 
to point along the coast. 

The Choo-kiang, Min, and Tapia, can be ascended only by such vessels 
to Canton, Suchow and Ningpo, respectively. Pirates infest this coast 
in great numbers, and steamers can pursue them successfully. Steam- 
ers can tow in merchant vessels when distressed. Three vessels would 
be ample for this service to enable the Commissioner to execute 
efficiently his office, to police these seas, to protect American com- 
merce in the five ports, and to relieve the commodores of the navy from 
all calls upon iheir time and squadrons. The Alleghany, the Vixen, the 
Hancock, or vessels near their sizes, would be best suited for the ser- 
vice ; and I earnestly hope, sir, you will urge upon the President the 
propriety of sending such lo this station without delay. 

Permit me to call the attention of the President to facts which are 
- transpiring here, and upon which I should be glad to receive some gen- 
eral instructions to guide my course. American citizens in China 
^ Jiave been induced, by promises of high pay, to assume commands in 
^^Ke Chinese naval and military services, and are now engaged against 
the rebels. These are very much irritated at the appearance of ** for- 
eigners" in league with the Manchoos, and have offered a reward of 
$2,000 for the head of a foreigner taken in the service* of the reigning 
Emperor. Moreover, they cannot distinguish between foreigners, but 
regard all western people as forming a single class of '* barbarians." 
Hence the enmity excitM by the acts of a few operates against all, 
and jeopards the lives and property of all. The American citizen 
who joins the rebel arms would find death denounced as the penalty for 
his crime by the treaty. He places himself beyond the protection of 
his own country, voluntarily, when he enters the service of the Empe- 
ror to fight against the rebels. But shall he be permitted thus to throw 
off and resume his citizenship at pleasure, when the changes he makes 
to so great a degree involve the security of others? Again : it is the 
practice to acknowledge a government defa^to ; but shall the rebels in 
Amoy collect duties from American imports, while the government 
keeps in that port, and in all the open ports of the empire, cousuk \\wd 
a Commissioner accredited to the reigning Empetotl TWl?t^%vJ^^^^ 
vfiU perceive that I may be called on at any Umelo AecAdk&Ni^V^^^^ 
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these parties on a question of duties. Should a detachment occupy the 
cuslom-housp in Shanghai, and demand the payment of duties to them, 
forcibly expelling the custom-house officer, but not disturbing the gov- 
ernor of the province, or any of the provincial authorities who are en- 
gaged in the administration of the laws generally : should such an occu- 
pancy and such a demand be regarded as sufficient to authorize the 
^ payment of the duties to the rebels f It seems to me such a recognition 
of their right would be an indignity to the Emperor ; yet the failureto 
pay might involve our commerce in disaster, and open difficult issues 
with the rebels. I throw out these suggestions to invite a general lioe 
of instructions trom the department, so that I may regulate my course 
of action by the wishes of the President. While I am honored with 
this mission it shall be my study to carry out the views of the depart- 
ment, and, in the absence of instructions, to act according to the knowl- 
edge I possess, with an eye directed singly to the honor and good of 
my country. 

1 enclose herewith extracts from a correspondence to which access 
Jjas been kindly given, that you may have a more distinct view of the 
affair at Amoy than you will obtain, probably, from any other source. 

Should China separate into different kingdoms ox free cities^ the United 
Stales will be directly called upon to take position in regard to them. 
Now, I venture to suggest that a large margin shall be left to the Com- 
missioner to act in tnat matter promptly, so as to secure commercial 
advantages. 

% It may well be* that the new government at Nankin, upon the with- 
drawal of the imperialist aimy Irom its present position, in order to add 
security to the throne, and to impress the people of China with the 
consistency, order, and solidity the new dynasty has already acquu'ed, 
may be solicitous to form treaties of amity and commerce with western 
powers ; to invite foreign ministers to reside near his court ; to proclaim 
religious toleration within his realm, and certain securities to personal 
rights ; to open additional ports of entry, and to throw open the naviga- 
tion of the I angtsze Kiang. These points he may well agree to yield' 
for the acknowledgment of his throne by western powers, smce the 
moral influence such an act on their part would exert over the 
Cliinese mind would effectually prevent further efforts by the Man- 
choos to regain the southern country, and might arrest a long career of 
misrule, anarchy, and the spilling of blood. 

There is another consideration which may. well be suggested in this 
connexion. The British minister has been to Nankin. His interpre- 
ter has revisited it since the departure of Sir George Bonham for Hong 
Kong. He goes to find out '* what the rebels are about,'* and his inter- 
course with their camp and their princes has served to awaken in his 
bosom the warmest sympathy in their cause ! The long articles in late 
nutnbers of the North China Herald (which I send you^ are attributed 
to Mr. Meadows's pen. His position in the legation ot Great Biitaio, 
his fluency in speaking and writing the Chinese language, lend every 
opportunity of assuming the protectorate of the young power to Great 
Britain, at least so far as to mould its first steps to suit the policy ol 
that government. The vigilance of Eivgland will be nothing strange to 
commuaicatG to the Secretary of Stale. TYie ^^^x^\va\iivc>\x\ Wn^ is. 
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that Great Britain may obtain the opening of a western Chinese port 
(inland) from the new Emperor at Nankin, and the right to navigate 
the Yanglsze Kiang closed from foreign commerce l?eyond the existing 
port of entry. I do not doubt that with that view her war with Bur- 
mah has been waged and her Indian empire extended. The portage 
from the Ihrawaddy to the Yanglsze Kiang is very short. I suggest 
these considerations to you frapkly, because they seem to me to point 
out the propriety of preparation to assume the part the United States 
may find it politic to take in face of an event now so likely as the dis- 
memberment of this empire. 

If it shall be the pleasure of the President to intrust to my guidance 
the progress of the mission, hourly more delicate and important, I can 
only say that it shall be my study to vindicate his confidence by the 
results I attain ; but I must earnestly request a proper supply of the 
means of moving from one point to another along this coast. Frankly, 
also, I think it due to the President to say, that if he has any preference 
to devolve these duties on another, any intimation of such feeling would 
command my resignation, or may be the signal for my recall ; for I 
cheerfully subscribe to the sentiment that the occupancy of station con- 
fers no prerogative, nor the desire for place any claim. The public 
interest should be the only aim. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by the mail to-day, of 
despatches Nos. 6 and 7 from the Department of State. I received 
some time since a despatch granting leave of absence to Dr. Parker. 
I think it proper to call your attention again to the fact, that there is 
not a volume of the congressional debates, the Congressional Globe, 
the diplomatic correspondence, the State Papers, or anything else usually 
sent to the United States legations, among the books of this mission. 
There are no law books in the commission, no flag ; Dr. Parker says 
none were ever here from the time of Mr. Cushing. 

In reply to despatch No. 6 from the department, let me observe, that 
presents of rare and costly works to this government are thrown away. 
The ofl5cers to whom the other volumes of ** Wilkes's expedition" were 
delivered received them politely, biU left them all at Canton^ where tliey 
now are. His Imperial Majesty never heard of them, I presume. The 
attention of the Commissioner, it is said, was once called to the neglect, 
and he replied that the volumes would be sent to Pekin when they 
were translated so that his Majesty could read them. 

I have received from Dr. Macgowan at Ningpo an offer to collect 
plants, seeds, &c., for the Patent Office in the agricultural bureau, 
which it is proper' for me to bring to your attention. I have no funds 
on which to draw for any such expenditure. He says that my predeces- 
sor, Mr. Everett, partially made an engagement with him tor the pur- 
pose, but it was broken off by the death of that officer. There may be 
some benefit derived from such an essay to transplant within moderate 
bounds. 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State. 
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Extracts from a correspondence of a mercantile house at 



Ship "Lord Amherst," 

Anwy, May 18, 1853. 1 

Gentlemen: • • •It was rumored last evening that the ! 
rebels would attack the city during the night, and we were all on the I 
alert and under arms ; but ihey did not make their appearance until 4 j 
o'clock this morning, when a large body of men were landed, and 
immediately proceeded to the residences of the Haifung (chief magis- j 
trate) and Haignan (chief officer of customs.) Those mandarins had, 
however, fled ; but their houses were plundered by the rabble who fol- ? 
lowed the rebels, and that of the Haifung was burnt. Whilst these 
scenes wfere going on in the city, a most exciting one was being en- j 
acted at the watt^r-side. A large fleet of mandarin junks had just ; 
come in from the sea, where they had been cruising after pirates, and 
a fierce engagement at once took place between those and the junks 
belonging to tne rebels, in which the latter were entirely routed. Some 
were burnt and others escaped by flight. The victors immediately 
landed a large body of men and threw them into the citadel, which they 
are now bravely defending, although attacked on all sides by the rebels. 
It is doubtful which side will gain the day. The rebels are expecting 
a large reinforcement about noon ; whilst it is rumored that 1,000 Tar- 
tars are on their way here, and close at hand. Most of the popula- 
tion of the city are on the house-tops, anxiously watching the progress 
of the battle. Not the slightest molestation is being offered to foreigners 
by either party, nor do I think there will be. Our only apprehension 
is, that the city may be fired during the coming night by thieves, under 
cover of which they may endeavor to plunder the foreign hongs; in 
which case great loss of life and property must ensue. The citadel is 
situated between the foreign hongs and the British consulate, so that 
all communication with the latter is cut off, and we have heard nothing - 
fi:-om the consulate gentlemen to day. Their treasure, (some $9,000,) 
with the records, had been previously placed on board the "Lord Am- 
hepst." A large mob is now pulling down the Haignan's house, distant 
about 70 yards from where I am now sitting. • • ♦ • • 

I remain, &c., 



On board ship " Lord Amherst," 

Amoy, May 19, 1S63. r 

Gentlemen : • • • The citadel of Amoy was taken by ^ 

the rebels yesterday at 2 p. m., they having received considerable re- f^r 

inforcements. At one time there could not have been less than 10,000 ^K 

men under arms, including those who joined their ranks from Amoy. \ 

The citadel having been taken, the official residences of the mandarins k 

were given up to plunder, and were thoroughly sacked. The fate ot ri 

the mandarins themselves. has not been ascertained, but it is supposed N 

they were either put to death or commiued suicide. On the capture I '^ 

of the citadel the fleet of mandaim jvxrkVLsXooV \o ^\^V\ ^^^ta^'were, s^^ 
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however, taken by the rebels, a few of which were burnt, and the re- 
mainder are being used by ihem as transports. At about 6 p. m. yes- 
terday a large detachment of the rebel army again embarked and took 
the direction to Changchow. Everything was done in a quiet, orderly 
manner, and the troops appeared to be entirely under the control of 
their leaders. Not the slightest molestation was offered by them to 
foreigners or to natives, except to such of the latter as were connected 
with the late government. At 8 p. m. last night a strong body of troops 
was detached from the citadel to guard ihe foreign hongs, around 
which they continued to patrol until dayh'ght this morning. A guard 
was also furnished for the protection of the British consulate ; in fact, 
every care seems to have been taken by the rebels to protect and con- 
ciliate foreigners, who, on their part, are cautious not to give them 
occasion for offence. The shops in the city are open to-day, and peo- 
ple are quietly pursuing their usual avocations. I do not think any busi- 
ness will be transacted by foreigners for a few days, and then only in drug 
(opium.) Our goods market will remain shut until some regular sys- 
tem of government is organized, which will be a work of some time. 
The leaders of the rebels here at present appear to be men of a low 
class ; but I hear that two officers of higher rank aie expected here to 
arrange matters. 

The members of the short- knite society (same as triad society, I im- 
agine) are intimately connected with the insurgents here; but among 
these I am sorry to observe a number of Singapore, low Chinese, and 
others, well known to us as bearing very indifferent characters, and 
who appear to have very considerable influence with the leaders. If 
those people continue to get into power here, I do not anticipate much 
benefit from the change of government ; but it is impossible to foretell, 
as yet, what will be done. . Our only plan is to remain quiet, and 
watch the course of events. ••♦••♦ 
I remain, your obedient servant. 



Amoy, May 19, 1853 — 6 J p. m. 
Dear Sir: * * ♦ I called on the insurgent chief just 

now, ostensibly to procure papers for my overland runners that had 
lately been turned back, but really to ascertain, as far as possible, what 
prospect there was of resuming trade. I found him very civil and po- 
lite, but so immersed in business of various kinds that I saw that it 
would be premuture to mention the subject I wished to obtain infor- 
mation respecting. He is a man of about thirty -five years of age ; of 
very staid and quiet demeanor, and cool and collected. All his orders 
appeared to be implicitly and respectfully obeyed. I enclose a copy 
of his last proclamation. He appears to be inclined to carry out that 
part of it referring to the punishment of thieves to the letter, for four 
offenders were summarily executed to-day and yesterday; still,. plun- 
der to some extent prevails, and a party of soldiers are now icv ho^ 
pursuit after a body of thieves in the adjoining slieet. §jo \X\^<^oqs^^ 
us to he still strictly on our guard, and not to be deeevv^^ \i^ Ss^l^^ 
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confidence. But I hope the Rattler will soon be here, when we shaH 
feel more secure. ♦ • ♦ » • • • 

In haste, &c., * 



Proclamation by Hung^ commander-in-^hief of the forces under the Chvant 

great Ming dynasty. 

To enforce military discipline for the security of commerce and the 
inhabitants, we know that, according to the revolutions to which the 
universe, both heavenly and terrestrial, is subject by nature, a long state 
of inertia, when arriving at the extreme end, must induce commotion 
like anarchy, and that subversion of things, on reaching its climax, will 
acquire solidity. 

The same principle is applicable to empires. The Tartar dynasty 
has now lasted a long period of two hundred years. Rapacious man- 
darins and their depraved subordinates are cruelly oppressing the 
people ; accordingly, the time is at hand when the term oi its existence 
IS to be run out ; the empire is at its last breath. 

The comtnander-in-chief being invested with the command of a 
humane and righteous army, we come to rescue the suffering people 
and to put down oppression. 

The troops shall not be allowed to plunder the merchants and people, 
nor to debauch the females, on our arrival in your city, and no crime 
whatever shall they commit ar any place through which they shall pass; 
and if any disobey my commands, they shall be dealt with according 
to martial law, and immediately executed with the strictest impartiality. 
All of you, merchants and people, may therefore pursue your occupa- 
tions in peace and quiet, and need have no alarm. These, my com- 
mands, are implicit, and I, the commander-in-chief, am prepared to 
enforce them. Let each of you pay respectful obedience, ana offer no 
opposition. 

A special proclamation, 50th year of cycle. 

TAI-TIH, KWEI-CHAU, 

Year 4th moon^ 10th day. 

Amoy, May 24, 1863. 
Gentlemen: •••••♦• 
All transactions in goods are at an entire standstill^ and no cotijcctitre can 
be made as to the time when they are likely to be resumed. The rebels still 
hold the possession of the city, but they are weakened by divisions 
among their leaders ; and should the imperialists rally in any force, 
they will not have much difficulty in retaking it. 

The account I before forwarded to you of the destruction of the pirati- 
cal fivet by the Rattler, has been confirmed. The officer killed was 
Lieutenant Pidcock. He had charge of a cutter, and pursued the fbgi- 
tj'vcs, who escaped in boats. Some o? iVietcv Wd s^^xzed two small junksi 
And were escaping in tliem •, the cuUei daj^^d «\sw\^^vi^ o-tka <iS. >iQeai> 
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when the other closed and crushed the cutter between them. Poor 
Pidcock and two of his men were instantly killed with spears ; the re- 
maining seren were wounded, but escaped by swimming and getting 
on small sampans, which took them on board the Rattler. ♦ ♦ 

I a^, &c„ 



[OflBcial — No. 18.] Shanghai, China, Ji^we 1, 1853 — 10 p. m. 

Sir : I avail myself of the departure of the Lady Mary Wood steamer 
to submit to you the copy of a correspondence between Edward Cun- 
ningham, esq., vice-consul of the United States at Shanghai, and myself. 
To the facts exhibited by the papers themselves, and by other de- 
spatches, I have but to add, that the mail arrived at this port last night, 
and that .the letters and newspapers for the naval officers and men 
are ready to be forwarded. The mission of the Plymouth has ended, 
and the "certain time" having arrived, she sails to-morrow morning for 
the post of her "orders," leaving American lives and property in China 
in the jaws of a revolution — defenceless and exposed. 
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State, 



United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

May 28, 1853. 

Sir: I have the honor to hand you copies of a correspondence 
between the American merchants of this place and Commander John 
Kelly, of the United States ship Plymouth, relative to that vessel leav- 
ing this port at the present time. 

Your excellency will observe that the only reason given for not ac- 
ceding to the request to remain, is an intimation that danger does not 
exist — an opinion tor which the grounds are not given, and which is i»- 
explicahle to any resident of the place. I need not enlarge to your ex- 
c^ency upon circumstances already well known to you, and which, to 
the mind of every intelligent and well-informed member of the foreign 
community, endanger the interests and even the personal safety of for- 
eign residents; but I simply hand you this correspondence on behalf of 
the American merchants, with the hope that you will yet be able to 
step between them and the threatened abandonment. 

1 have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser 
vant, 

EDWD. CUNNINGHAM, 

Vicc'conndy U, S> A, 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner^ ifc.^i S(c. 
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Enclosures with (he foregoing. 
xNo. 1. 

Shanghai, May 25, 1853. 

Sir; We are induced to address you upon the subject of the Ply- 
mouth's departure from this port, under the knowledge that it is your 
present intention shortly lo withdraw her, and by ihe advice of his ex- 
cellency the Hon. Mr. Marshall, United States Commissioner, who in- 
forms us that he cannot control your movements, and that her disposi- 
tion has been left to your discretion by the commander of the American 
East India and China squadron. We beg lo express the opinion, 
founded upon the best information that has been or that it is possible 
to obtain of the present condition of this country, that at no time since 
the establishment of the treaty has the presence of men-of-war at the 
different ports been so necessary as now. 

The United States government has thought itself bound, by the treaty 
obligations and by the interests of an important trade, to keep con- 
stantly in the Chinese waters a squadron of two or more vessels in 
times of peace and tranquillity; and now, at a season of convulsion 
and change, so violent as to threaten the existence of the very cities 
which our government has induced us to select as places of residence, 
with eveiy promise of protection, we suddenly fina ourselves about to 
be left without a gun to defend us. If our property should be lost in 
consequence of the want of protection which would be aflfbrded by the 
presence of a man-of-war, we should confidently look to our govern- 
ment for full remuneration; as, by your withdrawal, you would cause 
it to be responsible for the effects of an abandonment made in the face 
of its obligations under the treaty, and of our protest against such a dis- 
regard of our right to protection. 

We sincerely trust that full and mature consideration of the circum- 
stances will yet induce you to delay your departure until the stale of 
affairs warrants us in feeling secure in persons and in properly. 

We remain, sir, respectfully, your obedient servants, 

RUSSELL & CO., 
WETMORE & CO., 
BULL, NYE & CO., 
AUGUSTIN HEARD & CO., 
SMITH, KING & CO. 

To Commander John Kelly, 

United States ship Plymouth. ^ 



No. 2. 

United States ship Plymouth, 

Shanghai, May 28, 1853. 
Gentlemen: Your communication of the 25th instant has been re- 
ceive J; in reply to which 1 \\ave to stave ^ vWt my instructions from 
Commodore Perry, commander-in-cYiiet ot \!cve\iu\va^ "^xs^xa^ ^^o^^toa 
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ast India and China seas, direct nne to remain at my present 
^e up to a certain time. The discretion is then left with me 
n or to proceed, in obedience with my orders, when I may con- 
it I can do so consistently with the respective claims of the ser- 
the ship, in the general protection of the interests of the United 
1 these seas. 

s not appear to me at present that the insurgents anticipate 
^e on this city. Should, however, any move be made by them 
ig an attack of Shanghai, I assure you I would remain and 
ill the assistance and protection in my power, 
ain, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN KELLY, Commander. 
s. Russell & Co., 

Wetmorb & Co., 

Bull, Nye & Co., 

AuGusTiN Heard & Co., 

Smith, King & Co. 



No. 3. 

Shanghai, May 28, 1853. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from you of copies 

respondence between the American merchants of Shanghai and 

nder Kelly, of the Plymouth, in relation to the stay of the Ply- 

lere. 

whole community knows what mij views are as to the propriety 

merican man-of-war remaining here. If there is any such thing 

al responsibility, they must incur it who abandon great interests 

Lich circumstances. 

:"et to say that my intercourse with Commander Kelly leaves me 

)n to suppose that any suggestion from me of prudence or duty 

nduce him to delay his voyage longer than the arrival of the 

[f the rebel army were to move on this section before the mail 

I believe he would incline to remain ; but I think it would re- 

1 actual display of banners or spearmen to keep him. 

m, very sincerely, yours, &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
D. Cunningham, Es(]., 
Vice-consul United States of America at Shanghai. 



1 — No. 19. 1 . Shanghai, China, June 8, 1863. 

The French war-steamer Cassini, which has been kindly de- * 
t this port by her commander Ifor the past two weeks on ac- 
f the exposed condition of the foreign population of Shanghai, 
about to depart ; the British war-steamer Hermes hav\tv« x^- 
in compliance with the promise of Sir George 'BotvWxni. 
imnsport chartered fay Commodore Perry, l\\e Ca^xvie^ c^xs^a 
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in yesterday for coal, &c., and reports the United States stean^bJDS 
Susqjjehanna and Mississippi, with the corvette Saratoga and the'sm 
Supply, stationary at the Loochoo Islands. The Plymouth was met 
on her voyage thither. I received no communication from Commodore 
Perry, and know nothing of his designs. The peaceful and quiet aih 
chorage he enjoys at Napa was not more easily procured than will be 
his anchorage in any ot the ports of Japan. I am persuaded that Japan 
has adopted the policy of *^ non-resistance, but non-intercourse,^^ 

Should that prove true, it would seem to terminate the expedition to 
Japan, unless it may be deemed good policy under that title to station 
the fleet so far from China to prosecute the collection of natural ca- 
riosities and of daguerrean sketches, or to exhibit to the natives tbe; 
locomotive and other specimens of mechanical art with which "the 
expedition " is charged. 

While the naval force of the United States in these seas shall be 
thus profitably employed in the diffusion of knowledge, you will bear 
in mind the fact that the citizens of the United States in China are cry- 
ing from all quarters for protection, and, being already left defenceless^ wUl 
be compelled, in case of any sudden emergency, to appeal to Great Britain, 
France, or Portugal to protect them. The Brifish UHir-steamtr Hermts is 
now anchored in front of the United States consulate at this city ! 

There has been more fighting at Amoy since the date of my last de 
spatch, but the insurgents rerfiain in possession of the city. .The Brit- 
ish ship Rattler is stationed there "for the protection of British subjects 
and other foreign residents^ The official report of the acting consul iX 
Amoy is enclosed herewith, though the information contained in it has 
already been partially communicated in my despatch No. 17. I need 
not repeat that, however Amoy may be subjected to plunder, or what 
questions may arise, it is beyond my power to extend any assistance 
to the citizens of the United States, for want of naval force. (Vide en- 
closure No 1.) 

1 have received a communication from the commercial agent of the 
United States at Lanthnla Rewa, Fejee Islands, asking the presence 
of a sloop-of-war for the purpose of enforcing certain reclamations. I do 
not have any power to extend the relief required, and therefore I en- 
close the papers to the State D(^partment. (See enclosure No. 2.) 

Certain merchants of the United States having made arrangements 
to ship from Fuhchowfoo during the pre*sent season, I have considered 
it advisable to confer on Mr. Charles W. Orne, a citizen of the United 
States, the temporary appointment of consular agent at Fuhchfuv. He 
will be enabL'd thus to extend some shadow of protection over the 
Christian missionaries who are at that place. Should the operations of 
the season promise future utility or necessity for a consul lU Fuhchow, 
I will name some fit person tor the appointment by the President. 

The delay of the governor-gen end to make any reply to the message 
«which I directed the vice-consul to communicate, as alluded to in iny 
despatch No. 17, induced me to||address him directly, and to forward 
my letter to him at Suchow by my Chinese writer. This I did five 
days ago. My messenger has not yet returned. I enclose a copy of 
zny notCy marked No. 3. 

The armies of the two Emperota coxvUtvae m^KUN^ *\w >icv^ ^^"ixv^s^^ 
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leretofbre occupied, from Nankin to Chinkiangfoo. In the mean time, 
be Tartar Emperor at Pekin, through officers at this place, is supply- 
ng hira«elf with a fleet of vessels foreign built, ri^ed, and armed, 
tnd invited to his service, by the stimulus of increased wages, the sea- 
nen and mariners of western nations. Numbers have deserted from 
be decks of both public and private vessels of Great Britain and the 
Jnited States. Indeed, to such an extent has this practice been C2U> 
led, that it is with great difficulty the seamen can be retained to con- 
[uct American ships homeward bound. The suppression of desertion 
an never be eflTected unless the United States will consent to build a 
:uard-hou8e here and another at Canton, to be kept by the United 
itates marshal at eftch port. American sailors, when lodged in a Chi- 
e^ jail for bad conduct, either terrify the jailor until he releases them, 
r break down the jail and walk away. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marct, 

Secretary of State. 



CanfidentiaL] June 8, 7 p. m. 

N. B. I have ascertained, from undoubted authority, that Sir George 
k>nliam did receive at Nankin, from the high ministers of the new 
Imperor, (the rebel chief,) an imperial letter, which treated of the nav- 
ration of the Yangtsze, expressed great good will towards western 
aliens, and alluded to the willingness of the taipingwan to establish the 
lost liberal commercial intercourse. Sir George Bonham never 
ropped even a hint to me of any such transaction, and doubtless 
as communicated it only to her Majesty's government My present 
nowledge is, beyond doubts true ; and it will serve to prove to you 
ow essential it is that I shall have the means of moving from point to 
oint. I hear from Captain Fishboume, of the Hermes, that the rebels 
t Amoy do acknowledge allegiance to the chief at Nankin, and form 
art of the same combination. 

The news at Canton, wh(jn the Hermes left, was, that a boc^ of 
fty thousand rebels was organizing to march on Canton. The British 
lerchants at Canton had applied to Sir George Bonham to post Brit- 
h troops in the foreign hongs. I have heard, also, this evening, that 
detachment of four thousand rebels has lately left Nankin, and it is 
jpposed they are marching on this section. This city is the military 
ey of the whole country, and if t^ was. in the hands of him at Nankin, 
le city of Pekiri would begin to suffer without much time lost. Events 
re crowding on each other at a wonderful rate, and the future of 
hina breaks upon us with the deepest interest. 

H. MARSHALL. 
12 
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No. 1. 

United States Consulate, Amoy, 

3% 21, 1853. 

Sir : I beg to inform you of the insurgents arriving and attack- 
ing this place on the mornmg of the 18th instant at 5 ^ m«, and of 
tbeir taking possession of the city about two o^clock in th^ altemoon of 
the same day. There was but little or no fighting during the taking 
of the citadel, as the principal mandarins had tsd^en i^igut the day 
previous, and the government troops made but little resistance. The 
government houses were entered upon the arrival of the insurgents 
and given up to be plundered; most of which have been destroyed, 
together with several men-of-war junks. Too much credit cannot 
be given to the insurgents for their strict discipline against plunder, 
and for the eflScient police which was placed at the foreigners' co?a- 
mand in guarding the hongs and property. Not a house has been 
attacked or injured belongmg to private individuals, and. there \i0A 
been no animosity shown on the part of the rebels to injure or in- 
terfere in any way with the foreign community; on the contrary, they 
have done every thing in their power to protect lives and property, 
and also to keep good order throughout the city, and at the same 
time they assure us of their policy being most favorable to us. At 
present there has been no one selected to fill the offices which have 
iallen vacant, but the principal leaders are very busily engaged in, 
organizing some kind of a government until orders can be received, 
from the commander-in-chief at the north. Those that have the power 
in their hands at present are persons knowing but httle of conducting 
the affliirs of government, and, as there has been some dissatislac- 
tion manifested among the most influential njen, it is to be feared 
tliat the present rulers will not hold the place but a short period, as 
their agts and confidence cannot be relied on by the people. The. 
rice question, together with that concerning the price of copper cash, 
is making some considerable excitement among the dealers, and un- 
less these are satisfactorily arranged shortly, I anticipate serious con- 
sequences on the part of the inhabitants. Should such a crisis conw, 
It is to be feared that plundering will become general, and we can- 
not say how safe our lives and properly may be. As we have at 
present no vessel-of-war here for our protection, great apprehension 
is entertained of the plunderers attenopting to sack or fire tiie hongs. 
Should they attack, we could not rely on any of the Chinese police, 
but would have to trust to the few sailors that might be landed from 
the merchant vessels to protect our lives and property, which would 
be in imminent peril. If one of our sloops-of-war could be stationed 
here until the excitement prevailing has subsided, and some kind of 
government established, it would be of the hi^esi importance to 
have immediate assistance. 

I most respectfully ask your excellency's instructions relative to the 
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It government ; and am, with the highest respect, sir, your most 
5nt servant, 

aw. BRADLEY, Jr. 
1. Humphrey Marsh ai^l. 

United States Commissioner^ 4^., 4^., Ifc. 



No. 2. 

United States Commercial Agency, 

Lanthala Rewa, Fejbe Islands, 

January 1, 1853. 

: I have the honor to inform you that the cases of plunder and 
tion of my property and that of the barque Elizabeth, whaler, 
3etown, Massachusetts, left by Captain Magruder, of the United 
I ship-of-war St. Mary's, to arbicration, in August, 1861, a copy 
lich is herewith enclosed, has never yet been attended to. The 
atorS have verbally informed me " th^t if the natives, or Tha- 
Siu, the so-called Timbiti, would only think as they thought, it 
I be forthwith paid; that the claim ought to be paid." 
ive recently been informed that from policy and fear of the na- 
they could not act. This I believe to be true ; for no man or 
living in these islands can act upon any matter of arbitration, and 
jtice as arbitrators, without injury indirectly to themselves by the 
«. 

3wing the character of the natives, I strongly objected to arbitra- 
y any men residing in these islands ; sui*prisea and astonished 
/kptain Magruder did not leave it to his officers to decide, rather 

men who, from policy and fear of the natives, could not do jus- 
• decide upon the matter. Since the departure of the St. Mary's 
atives have laughed the matter to scorn, saying the ship-of- 
vas afraid of him, the chief, and the ** natives;" and the chief 
ice purchased a handsome schooner of ninety tons, or thereabouts, 

is now in his possession, and could be made a reprisal of until the- 

1 are paid. The regulations, or treaty, made by Commodore 
s with the chiefs of these islands, in 1840, distinctly states, "the- 
I shall be protected both in person and properly." Being here 
representative of my government, I am not protected. The chiefs ■ 
atives of the Feejee have the means, and ought to be made respon- 
:o pay for the spoliation and plunder of property by ibeir subjects, 
3y are not ignorant of the punishment due for such offences andl 
3. Why, then, should they go unnoticed and unpunished? In* 
ler countries our citizens have received, at the hands of our gov- 
nt, satisfaction and reparation for losses sustained, and payment, 
interest, for plundering and spoiling property ; and I do ni^self 
[)nor to beg respectfully to request that one of our ships-of-war 
)roceed here, from the China or other stations, and demand and" 
on the payment of the claims long due. 

s very requisite that a ship-of-war should caW Yete> «^^ ^\. ^^ 
nt islands, at least oace in six monlhs, (a ateamw ^vovyXi^ >a^ ^^^- 
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ferable,) on account of the large number of Americaa vessels trading 
and whaling here and in the neighborhood, to aid the commercial agent 
in the performance of his duties. Two cases of mutiny aa board snipe 
have recently occurred, distressing the ships. Ten of our vessels arrived 
here the last six months. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN B. WILLIAMS, 
United States Commercial Agent Fegee Islands^ 

at present an board the barque John H. MiUag, 
To his Excellency 

The Minister of the United States to China. 

A copy of the note is also herewith forwarded where the chief agreed 
to pay the fine levied. 



United States Ship-op-war St. Mart's, 
Bewa, Fegeej July 28, 1851. 

Gentlemen : You are hereby constituted a board of arbitration to 
take into consideration, and finally to dispose of, the case of the American 
whaling barque Elizabeth, which was lost at Lavuka Ovalan in Fdh 
ruary, 1846. The natives of that place are charged with robbing her ^^ 
to the amount of one thousand dollars in property. It will be your 
duty to investigate the facts connected with the case, by credible testi- 
mony, and bring in your award of damages accordingly ; which Toi 
Viti and Tui Lavuka will be required to pay over to the United States 
commercial agent at this place. 

In addition to this case, you will also investigate the circumstances 
'Connected with the robbery of Mr. Williams, tne commercial agent of 
the United States at this place, as detailed in the written communica- 
tion herewith submitted, by people of the Rewa district, inquiring into 
the facts of the alleged losses, and the correctness of the charges set 
opposite to the articles enumerate^ in the schedule. Your object will 
be to act with strict, impartial justice, both towards the natives and Mr. 
Williams, and your award as to the damages sustained, or fine to be 
levied on the people of Rewa, shall be final and conclusive. Tui Vki 
will be held responsible for the payment of the amount you may agrss 
upon. Its faithful fulfilment will be demanded and insisted on. Pay- 
ment to be made in the products of the country, viz: oil, beche de mar, 
shell, arjow-root, pigs, yams, &c., and a reasonable time stUowed to 
collect it loffelher. 

In case of a difference of opinion between you, a third person may be 
called on, as agreed upon between you. A just and reasonable riUe of 
interest should be allowed Mr. Williams on the amount of loss, fiott 
the time of its occurrence. 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. MAGRUDER, 
Commander of U S. ship^-war St. Mary*s. 

To the fiev. James Calvbrt aud^T.\>Kv\T>N^iEi\^\*x. 
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le aboTe has been fully explained to the chief, and he has given 
ondent for the payment of that which was actually stolen. 



Craioroont, Ovalaor, June 11, 1861. 

r Dear Sir : In reply to your letter dated the 8th instant, where- 
m request me lo inform you of the nature of the conversation that 
place respecting a fine proposed by you for the robbery of certain 
erty at Mukulan, I beg to state, tor your information, that I per- 
y recollect being present at Mukulan when a certain conversation 
ed between Comorina, (or Phillips,) the then principal chief of 
a, and yourself, on the subject ot a fine imposed by you (to be 
in becne de mar) upon the Rewa territory, on or about the 6th 
jly, 1849 — nearly two years ago, as far as I recollect, for I did 
lot take a minute of it m writing. Phillips mentioned that *' the 
stated by you, viz : * two months,' was too short for his people to 
it in, and requested a longer period," when you consented to ex- 
it to three months; and tms Phillips agreed to. 
: the time, my own opinion was, that Phillips would pay the fine in 
e de mar, or tortoise shell. I perfectly recollect a sample bag (to 
iin a picul of beche de mar) being handed to him, ana I believe 
irried it away on his canoe. 

I remain, dear sir, yours, &c., 

THOs. F. McDowell. 



No. 3. 

Shanghai, June 2, 1853. 

ipfarey Marshall, Commissioner of the United States of America, 
3., makes this respectful communication to I-liang, governor-gen- 
Eil of the Siang Kiang, &c. : 

wo months have elapsed since a letter, addressed by the under- 
xi to the prime minister of the Ta Tsing empire, was despatched 
igh the taoutae of Shanghai to its direction ; a sufficient time, twice 
to have aSbrded the opportunity for reply. 

»me ten days have elapsed since the undersigned was informed 
the said letter still remains in the hands of ]^our excellency at Su- 
r, and that you desire to know " if the American Commissioner yet 
ed the letter to be sent forward to Pekin." 

imediately the undersigned instructed the vice-consul of the Uni- 
kates to say to the inquirer, that " as the necessity for the letter 
t fi-om the absence of the governor-general of the Siang Kiang, and 
lure on the part of the American Commissioner to see any proper 
ic fimctionary through whom to transmit to his Imperial Majesty a 
r from the President of the United States, so an interview with the 
rnor-general of the Siang Kiang, enabling the undersigued to eotiv- 
icate with his Imperial Majesty through an auXhoTYLedi m\xA&X^T^. 
Id dispense with the neceasity of sending ibtwacd tVie \eXXfix m 
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your excellency's possession; that the underMgiied would boldatich 
mterview at Shanghai, or at Suchow, at the pleasure of your ^cel- 
lency, on such early day as your excellency might appoint for that pur- 
pose ; but if the official engagements of your excellency forbade tke 
proposed interview, nothing remained but to address the prime minis- 
ter directly, and in such event the letter now in your excellency's pos- 
session should be forwarded to Pekin without delay." 

No message has been received to indicate the course your excellency 
will pursue, or what the undersigned may expect. It seems proper, 
then, to repeat directly to your excellency what the undersigned o^s 
caused to be communicated heretofore indirectly, and perhaps inform- 
ally. In doing this, the undersigned avails himself of the occasion to 
say to your excellency, that while the government of the United States, 
represented in the person of the undersigned, entertains a very sincere 
wish to maintain friendship with China, there is a limit beyond which 
the omission of courtesies due to that government through its mimster 
cannot be submitted to patiently without a sacrifice of self-respect. 

The undersigned has in vain attempted, since January last, to pre- 
sent his credentials of office, so as to enter upon the transaction of such 
affairs as belong to his public duty. He feeis that he should treat your 
excellency so frankly as to say, that this unusual delay must be sugges- 
tive of promptness of action for the future. Therefore, he hopes your 
excellency will be ready now to adopt some course, definitively, upon 
which the undersigned can regulate his own. The undersigned avails 
himself of the occasion further to notify your excellency that, in case the 
proper steps to receive the undersigned in his official capacity are not 
taken in a reasonable lime, he will feel under compulsion to retire from 
China, and to report to the President of the United States of America 
the violation of the treaty by this government. When the undersigned 
shall take that grave proceeding, the payment of all duties by Ameri- 
can ships will cease at the five ports of China from that date, by order 
of the undersigned, and whatever responsibilities may ensue will be 
left to the uncertain future for adjustment. 

A necessary communication. ^ 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 



[Official— No. 20.] Shanghai, June 21, 1853. 

Sir: The letter which I sent to the governor-general by my Chine«e 
writer was not delivered at Suchow, because the Chinese employ^ 
at the yamun of his excellency professed to be afraid to dlSliver a letter 
"from a foreigner" "to his excellency" unless it should come through 
the taoutae. My messenger, therefore, returned the letter, the seaJs 
unbroken, and reported his inability to gain access to the viceroy, for 
the purpose of delivering the missive in person. 

I struck out of the letter the last clause, and inserted in lieu of 
the declaration that I would order the payment of duties to cease, the 
following : 

" When the undersigned shaU take this grave step, there will remain 
no further opportunity lo xecufj vj\ibX m^^ xtfy« x^ ^\^Ncmed. The 
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undersigned will take final leave of China from that date." Having 
made this alteration, I determined to send an American, attached to 
to the consulate, back again to Suchow with the letter, and under the 
flag of the United States, with a special passport from me. In the 
mean time, however, the taoutae called upon me to make an apology 
for a deserter from an American ship having been employea on a 
Chinese public vessel, and, while with me, professed his great desire to 
induce the new governor-general of the Siang Kiang to have an inter- 
view with me, in order to transmit my credentials of office to his 
Majesty. He said he was about to despatch the prefect of this de- 
partment with a letter urging his excellency to appomt a day for such 
to interview ; and I determmed, therefore, not to send any message for 
the present. The prefect did go accordingly on the 13th, and arrived 
at Changchow on the 16th, but found the governor-general had pro- 
ceeded on the 14th instant to Nankin, and was expected to return to 
Changchow on the 21st. The taoutae informed me of the facts to-day, 
and said ** he hoped to be able to announce the day and place for an 
interview between the governor-general and myself by the 26lh instant, 
at some point between this city and Nankin, to which he will accom- 
pany myself and suite." Should he fail to have a day fixed for such 
an interview, I shall then despatch my messenger to demand the traru- 
mission of my credentials to Pekin, and shall patiently await the reply 
to my letter to the prime minister, and the orders of the President as to 
my future movements. The absence of the entire naval force from 
this coast leaves me so utterly powerless as to inspire me with great 
caution. I could only return to Cfanton, at all events, m a little schooner 
belonging to an English mercantile bouse, for there are no steamers 
running here regularly ; yet this is the centre of Chinese politics at 

E resent, and of tne military operations of the contending armies. It is 
ere, on the Yangtsze Kiang, that the forces will ultimately settle the 
controversy. 

The vice-consul has been applied to by the taoutae to restrain Amer- 
ican citizens from trading with the insurgents in firearms and ammuni- 
tion, &c., on the plea that "some foreigners had committed this illegal 
act, but their nationality had not been clearly ascertained ;" and tne 
vice-consul has issued a notification (see No. 4) to citizens of the United 
States, cautioning them to observe neutrality in good faith. It is very 
difficult to restrain the missionaries. I know personally of one of them 
having gone to Chinkianfoo, and having been entertained for two days as 
the guest of the military commandant of the insurgent forces; of his 
presence during an action with the fleet of the imperialists, and of his 
having a military escort a part of his way home ! The insurgent chief 
at Chinkiang sent a letter by him to Shanghai, &c., &c. He came to 
me with the details of what he saw, and told me enough to have estab- 
lished his guilt, under the law of 1848, of a capital offence, (of which, 
however, I believe he was at the time ignorant,) were he put upon his 
trial for the crime. I directed the vice-consul to address him a letter 
cautioning him not to repeat the offence, and to abstain from publish- 
ing, as he proposed to do, an account of his advexiVat^, '^\%k^^^\k^ 
took the advice, though he does not understand a\ic\i vci\.etfete.we.^\s5 
pubh'c authorities with the fi*eedom of ibe citixeti; ^xidi vc^ ^^ ^»a\. 
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North China Herald the British seize the occasion to reflect qoite se- 
verely on the authorities of "free America" for suppressing the nana* 
tive! 

On the return of this missionary, another immediately departed ftr 
the same destination; but, not equally adventurous, did nol reach 
Chinkiangfoo. These men go out " to preach the Gospel^^^ but their 
hearts are enlisted in the cause of the rebels ; and in the case I have 
alluded to, the conduct of the party in giving advice as to militaij 
movements, and in supplying a pistol and spy-glass to the chief! and 
"in leaving an American musket in the camp," were acts of the raoit 
reprehensible character. I should not be surprised to have great diffi- 
culty yet with this class of our citizens. I received a letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Roberts, from Canton, sent to me by Dr. Parker, (who was 
originally a missionary and now has as much zeal as any,) which dis- 
closes an invitation to him to come to Nankin * to assist in establishing 
the truth." I send, also, a copy of my reply to Mr. Roberts^s comma- 
nication, marked Nos. 1 and 2. 

I hear from Amoy that there has been more fighting, of which I send 
you the account I received from our acting consul. You may better 
comprehend the exact character of the movement, as well as the oper- 
ations at Amoy, when I inform you that an Irish merchant of that place 
writes to his brother here, that the chaficeUcr now on the bench dis- 
pensing justice is a servant who was a few months since discharged 
from Am employment on account of his dishonesty! 

When I look upon this noble country, and especially upon its mag- 
nificent inland water communications, its broad valleys, and the vast 
productive capacity of its fertile plains, I can but deplore the wofiil, 
criminal mismanagement, by a feeble despotism, of its abundant re- 
sources. I am convinced that there never has been, in the history of 
mankind, a worse government than that which for some years past 
has afilicted China. It is without strength, spirit, or capacity; too 
vain to learn wisdom, too ignorant to behdd its own gross want of in- 
telligence. It sits an incubus on the spirit and upon the prosperity of 
the people. But really I see very little to prefer in those who essay 
its overthrow. It would be very important to the United States, indeed 
to the world, could western powers unite in sending their diplomatists 
to Pekin or to Nankin, and so, by a timely interference, put an end to 
this internal strife, which promises nothing half so mucn as the utter 
paralysis of trade for years to come. 

I am your obedient ser\'ant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State. 



No. 1. 

Canton, May 30, 1863. 
Dear Sir : The other day Dr. Happer saw a letter in the hands of 
Datives addressed to my places aad ^d. V> \>^ ^otCL ^^joJkia. Since 
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that I haye received a letter— though not thought to be the same— pur- 
porting to be from Hung-Sou^Tsuent the chief taipingwan, or prince rf 
peace. I showed this letter to Dr. Parkerf who is acquainted with 
official sealed documents, and he thinks it ffenuine. Hung-Sow-Tsuen's 
name is plain, and si^ed in full at the close, and stamped with a seal 
having on its &ce six ancient characters, which, plainly written in 
modem and translated, amount to << Tienteh, (taipingwan's device) 
the prince of peace's seal." 

This letter refers to our former acquaintanceship, and the deep im- 
pressions remaining on his mind from the instructions received ; states 
that he has frequently written to me, but knows not whether his letters 
have been received. It states that several provmces have come under 
his ccnitrol ; that myriads of men assemble morning and evening for 
worship, who observe the ten heavenly commandments, but few of 
them are versed in Gospel doctrines. The letter invites me "to come 
and assist, that the Gospel may be made plain, baptism (immersion) 
may be received, and the truth published." 

Now, having maturely considered this matter, and believing, from 
what I know of the case, that it would be difficult to occupy a more 
important or useful station, I feel inclined to go to him at the earliest 
practicable moment ; therefore, I beg leave to propose the following in- 
quiries to you in your official capacity : 

1. Would it be against the law of nations, or would I subject myself 
to the censure of our own laws, to go to him immediately, in the capa- 
city of a minister of the Gospel, merely to preach to him and his fol- 
lowers the unsearchable riches of Christ? 

2. If so, at what state of his progress would it be allowable? 

3. Should the insurgents take the city of Canton, and send for me to 
go into the city and preach to them, would I not be allowed to go ? 

I hope you will favor me with replies to these official inquiries at 
your earliest convenience, and much oblige 

Yours, truly, 



Hon. H. Marshal^, 

United States ComnUsiioner. 



No. 2. 



(j. J. ROBERTS. 



Legation United States of America, Shanghai, 

June 20, 1853. 

Reverend Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 30th ot 
May, per the Andax, on this day, and, in compliance with your request, 
I proceed immediately to reply to your questions. They are as follows : 

** 1. Would it be against the law of nations, or would I subject myself 
to the censure of our own laws, to go to him (the rebel chief) immedi- 
ately, in the capacity of a minister of the Gospel, merely to preach to 
him and his foUovvers the unsearchable riches of Christ? 

^*2. If 8o, at what time of his progress wou\d\l\>e ciS^D^iy^.^^ 
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" 8. Should the insurgents lake the city of Canton, and send for nic% 
go into the city and preach to them, would I not be allowed to ffyl^ 

If there is any impropriety in my expression of my opinions on qrtre»- 
tions which might hereafter come before me in a judicial proceeding, 
let it be overlooked on account of my solicitude to induce my country- 
men in China to pursue such a line of conduct, through these times, as 
to avoid all unpleasant issues, and to escape the censure both of laws 
and governments. With this predominating feeling I answer your note. 
I reply to your first question tnat, under the circumstances of this case, 
I should incline to consider your going to Nankin to preach to the fiA- 
lowers of Tienteh as a violation of the neutrality the government of 
the United States desires to observe in the pending contest among the 
Chinese, of the law of 1848, and of the spirit of the treaty between the 
United States and China. What will amount to '* insurrection or rebel- 
lion against the Chinese government with intent to subvert the same,*' 
(and which is, by section 15th, law of August 11, 1848, punishable 
with death,) will always depend on facts, which will Vary each case. 
But in this case there can be doubt of the existence of the insurr^ctioQ 
and rebellion which the taipingwan conducts, nor of its object and 
intent. Whether proceeding to Nankin •* as a niinister of the gospel, 
merely to preach to him and his followers the unsearchable riches of 
Christ," would be aiding, assisting, and encouraging the insurrection, 
so as to involve you in the commission of a high crime, would depend 
somewhat on your conduct after your arrival at the city of Nankin, ftwr 
that would color your intent iii joining the insurgents, and would be 
accepted as evidence to explain it. 

Suppose, for instance, that the bond of union among the insurgents 
is belief in a certain religious creed of which you are their great and 
original teacher, and that, for want of acquaintance with 'the exact 
tenets of the faith, lukewarmness to the cause or discord in the canoip 
is beginning to prevail, can it be doubted that your presence among the 
followers of such faith, to exhortations to adhere to it, your illustrations, 
to be deduced from Biblical history, of the triumphs which await those 
who die in a great xause, would impart new energy to the rebellion, 
and exert a most powerful influence over the minds of the insurgents! 
I cannot conceive what other mode of assistance and encouragemeat 
you could devise in which your individual exertions to maintain the in- 
surrection would be nearly so potent as by the mode you propose to 
pursue. History abounds with examples of revolutions and reforma- 
tions effected through exactly such instrumentalities. It will be useless 
for me to amplify or to illustrate so plain a view of the case. 

Without deciding at what point of the progress of the rebel chief it 
would be allowable for you to joiii him, in order to exercise your holy 
calling among his followers, I will say that, in my opinion, the camp of 
the insurgents, and the moment when the sceptre ofempire trembles in 
the balance, are neither fit place nor time for you or others — ^the citizens 
of a friendly power — to seize upon to display to the followers of Tienteh 
V the unsearchable riches of Cnrist." 

Friendship for the Emperor of China is inconsistent with familiarity 
at the councils of war or at tbe cam^tkxea oS >av& ^o^^, ^Vi\Vb ^u 
oiaj not, individually, profess this senumeivt. ol ^xv^si^^v^ ^x^^ 
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^lajesty, your governinent docs continpally by the terms of a treaty, 
by virtue of wWch only you are permitted to remain a single day in 
China. 

By that treaty a heathen has assured you that, so long as you peace- 
ably attend to yoar affairs at the five ports, which the treaty opens to 
cooimerce, this government shall be responsible for your protection 
io the free exercise of your religious opinion and forms of Worship, 
for the security of your home, your property, and the pursuit of your 
occupation ; the risht to enjoy your church while living, and the privi- 
lege of Christian burial when dead ; and, in the spirit of confidence 
and liberality, has transferred your amenability to law for offences to 
the tribunals established in this country by your own government, 
^ow^ would not one be worse than, the heathen who, residing under 
this protection and these treaty ffuarantees, should assist and encour- 
age, or in anywise aid and abet, the overthrow of the government ? If 
China has jrelinquished so much of her sovereignty as to confide the 
correction of oBences by American citiams to tribunals of the United 
States in China, such a grant of power, at the same time, imposes 
upon every citizen of the United States in China an especial obligation 
neither to violate the treaty ucmt to abuse the privileges he enjoys under 
it, and upon the tribunals and public authorities of the United States 
augmented obligation to enforce the penalties for violated law in the 
most perfect good faith according to the treaty. It will be useless to 
add, perhaps, that so regarding the duty of my government, and of its 
citizens under the treaty, and invested as I am with all manner of 

r)wer to execute the treaty in good faith, according to its true spirit, 
shall not. shrink from any responsibility which may arise in the firm 
discharge of my public duly. 

It will be my duty pre-eminently, while the government of the 
Ui^ited States remains neutral in the contest existing among the 
Chinese, to see that the citizens of the United States in China- sedu- 
lously refrain also fi"om the slightest participation with it •* Lead us 
not into temptation" is the daily si^lication of the Christian addressed 
to the Throne of Divine Grace, and none need the assistance of an 
omnipotent arm more than they .do whose inopportune zeal overlooks 

Elace, time, and circumstance, for the proper exercise of a high and 
oly calling. Yours is a life dedicated to a labor of love, which justly 
attract^ the benevolent sympathies of all Christendom; but, my dear 
sir, that life would lose "its lustre and perfume" whenever you blend 
with the surplice of the priest the robes of the political reformer, and 
seek a proper theatre for your ministrations of the Gospel amidst the 
flaunting banners and glistening spears of men whose energies are 
centred upon the task of overthrowing the dynastj" which rules their 
country. . 

I venture upon no expression of opinion as to the justice of this 
revolution; upon no expression of a hope for the success or defeat of 
either party* Such is not my province as a public officer. My re- 
marks are entirely called forth oy your inquiries, and are only to be 
aralied as marking the lines ,of privilege and duty for the American 
citizen in China, who owes the duty of obedience Ao V^xe ^vr^ <^S.\»a 
own government, to the treaty f to the law of naUonS) %Xidi \fefc \^:«^^^ 
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the United States. The intemperate zeal, or the improper interfermice 
with politics of Christian missionaries, in past centuries, closed ^ 
eastern empires of China and Japan against intercourse with western 
nations. Just emerging from their protracted seclusion, it would be 
most unfortunate for themselves and the world that the first display 
before the eyes of China and Japan should be the torch of civil war, 
Ughted upon the altars of their country by Christian teachers of religion ! 

In conclusion, permit me to observe that, from my very limited ac- 
quaintance with you, I have too high a respect for your character to 
foar that you will pass the bounds of your duty to the government of 
the United States, where the line of that duty is made plain ; and I 
would have you to believe that I shall, instead of hereafter suspecting 
your performance of your duty, rely upon you firmly to sustain me in 
the due performance of mine. 

Whether the rebels are in Canton or Nankin, you should decline 
going to them to preach. You have a chapel in Canton, at which rag* 
ularly you officiate. There can be no objecticm to as many of them as 
majr desire to hear you, visiting your chapel when you preach. Let 
motives of temporal expediency— of temporal duties which you owe as 
a good citizen — ^govern your actions for a time. When the policy of the 
United States shall render your intercourse with your custinguished 
pupil and his followers consistent with your duties as an American 
citizen, you will incur no danger fix)m the free discharge of the eccle- 
siastical function, and you will find no difficulty in determining tbe 
proper occasions for its exercise, while you will be entitled to addi- 
tional veneration for having exemplified by your own life the harmony 
which will ever blend the duties of the true Christian with those of the 
honest citizen. 

With great respect, 1 am, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

^ HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Rev. ^ J. Roberts, Catu<m. 



No. 3. 

United States Consulate, Amot, 

May 31, 1853. 

Sib: In my despatch under date 2l8t instant, I advised you of this 
city falling into the hands of the insurgents. Since then rumors have 
been very prevalent of the intention of the imperialists to retake the 
place, and on the 29th (Sunday) the admiral arrived with 20 junks, 
and 700 to 1,000 men; but, unfortunately for his cause, he either un- 
derrated the force of his adversaries or was deceived by false informa- 
tion, so that he only landed one-half his troops, (himself stopping on 
board with the remainder.) The consequences were, the imperidists 
were allowed to approach near the citadel before any attack was given. 
Immediately the insurgents made the attack, the imperialists were 
routed and driven back to their fleet, with the loss of a colonel and 
several officers killed, and leaving 25 Xo %Q i^riaoners in the bands of 
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ihe insurgents. The imperial fleet immediately aet sail, and has not 
aiiioe been heard of. 

The great difficulty in the way of our present rulers is to provide 
food for the troops and inhabitants. Should they have to resort to 
fiirced contributions for that purpose from the people, it will cause a 
good deal of discontent. At present the town is m a very peaceful 
state, but there is a total stoppage of trade. 

I am, sir, with profound respect, your obedient servant, 

C. W. BRADLEY, Jb. 

Hod. Humphrey Marshall, 

United Statet CommUiianer to Chinoj Macao. 



No. 4. 

Notification. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

June 20, 1858. 

To American citizens resident in Shanghai and its vicinity: 

The undersigned has received notice from his excellency the taoutae 
that certain foreign sailors or persons of that class, whose nationality 
has not been ascertained, have entered into communication with those 
subjects of the Emperor of China now in arms against his authority, 
upon the Yangtsze Kiang, and have traded with them in weapons and 
ammunition, and he requests the interference of the United States 
officers in case American citizens should engage in such proceedings. 

The undersigned has therefore to request American residents to dis- 
countenance, by all means in their power, such open infractions of 
treaty obligations and international law ; and he gives notice to any 
Americans disposed to such practices that, upon specific complaint 
from the Chinese government officers, they will oe arrested, and, if the 
charge is proved upon them, will be duly punished under the laws of 
the United States, as by act of Congress of August 11, 1848, is pro- 
vided. 

EDWARD CUNNINGHAM, [seal.] 

Vice-ConstU United Slates of America. 



[Official— No. 21.] Shanghai, July 6, 1853. 

Sir : I informed you, in my last despatch, that after my messenger 
returned from Suchow without seeing tne viceroy, I was induced to 
wait, to ascertain what would be the effect of a message from the pro- 
vincial judge, before I proceeded to any uncivil measures. I was grat- 
ified that my letter threatening to stop the payment of duties did not 
reach his excellency, as that measure would have been an extreme, 
whenever resorted to,, and I was quite sure lYie tnete xneckVioTL ^S. ^^ 
Act that I offUemjflated i/ would be sufficienl. TCte ^toNVJvoaSL^^^^ 
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who is also called taoutdCf was evidently awakened to the importance* 
of action in my case, for he despatched the prefect'of the department 
rf SuDgkien to his excellency with a letter, mforming him of my vnsh 
to send a letter to the Emperor from the President of the United States, 
axkd that a personal interview would be necessary for that purpose. 
When the prefect arrived at Suchow, his excellency had gotie by 
Changchow to the vicinity of Nankin, and thither the prefect was 
ordexed to follow with the message; These movements, of which I 
was constantly advised, occupied trom the 13th to the 26th of June, 
when I received the compliments of his excellency^ (throngh the pro- 
vincial judge,) with a message that he was then on his way back fromi 
Nankin to see me; and, added the judge, "arrangements for the in- 
terview will be made so soon as the viceroy reaches Suchow, to ascer- 
tain which an oflScer remains now in waiting at Suchow." On the 
28th of June I learned that his excellency had arrived at Suchow, and 
would not trouble me to come thercy but had directed the provincial judge 
to arrange the meeting for Knoonsan,* a walled city, 90 le from Suchow, 
(30 miles,) 270 le (90 miles) from Shanghai, and accessible from both 
places by water. The judge wrote me a note, saying that he would 
start from Shanghai the next day, and suggested that 1 should start on 
the 30th of June. He promised to have everything in readiness for 
my accommodation by the time of my arrival at Knoonsan. I wrote a 
note to the provincial judge, reminding him that no direct communica- 
tion had passed between myself and his excellency the viceroy, and 
stated that before I started it lArould be essential that such communica- 
tion should take place, so that my visit would be to a certain point and 
time established by his excellency, in concert with me, without the inter- 
vention of any third person. I sent by the taoutae to his excellency 
the formal note of which you will find a copy in enclosure No. 1, and 
I received a reply thereto on the morning of the 2d of July, which 
you will find, translated, in enclosure No. 2 of this despatch. 

I left Shanghai for Knoonsan at six o'clock p. m. on the 2d of July, 
accompanied by Rev. M. C. Culbertson, as acting secretary and in- 
terpreter; Mr. Russell Sturgess, jr., clerk at the American consulate at 
Shanghai ; Dr. George Hall; Ashing, my Chinese writer; Dr. Culbert- 
son's Chinese teacher; and the Chinese teacher of the consulate of the 
United States at Shanghai. 

As occasions hke this cannot frequently occur, it may be useful to my 
successors in office to record minutely the arrangements for this official 
interview, and the manner in which it was conducted. 

My escort being small, seven boats were employed to transport us to 
Knoonsan; one for myself, one for each of the citizens of the United 
States accompanying me, one for the Chinese writer and teachers, one 
for the chair-bearers and servants, and one for the culinary department 
and mess-stores. Sedan chairs were employed for each of the persons 
attached to the commission. To mine were assigned eight bearers, to 
the consular clerk (acting on this occasion as consul) four, to the secre- 
tary and each of the others two bearers. As belonging to my rank, 

* Oa KlaEprotli'a map ealUd Kaedslyui. 
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chair was attended by two personal servapts, (Uke ovHnders to a: 
itleman's carriage,) and to the conspl one. 

The flag of the United States floated at the mast-head of my boat,. 
I I kept it flying during the voyage and until my return to this port, 
^ngratulate myself that I have been the first to display the national 
ign in the interior of China; and I am gratified to report that, un- 
isied by force of any description, it w:a8 treated everywhere with 

most profound respect. To exhibit my reliance upon the flag, it. 
s festooned also around my chair. 
[ arrived at the pagoda, three miles fi"om Knoonsan, after night on 

3d of July, and was waited upon on the morning of the 4th by an 
cer to know " at what hour it would please me to visit the governor- 
leral." I fixed the hour of twelve m., and, accordingly, at that hour 
ived before the eastern gate of the city. The excitement of the 
)ulace was manifested by the hurrying to and fro pf the men, women, 
1 children, of whom there were thousands upon the shores of the 
ikan-kee, to behold the strange flag and people now for the first time, 
ering the •* Flowery Land." At the landing I was received by 
utes from the manaarin vessels attached to me custom-house, and 
m the boats of mandarins who bad come to Knoonsan yor this occasion* - 
xes of Chinese soldiery were drawn up on the shore. As I passed to 
' chair on the landing, bands of Chinese mutic struck up airs, which 
' musical attamments are altogether inadequate to describe. There 
re thousands of persons (known to me as gentlemen by their silk 
1 crape robes, and the fans they held over their heads) who thronged 
} open space in firont of the landing. The Chinese women, contrary 
what I had supposed was the national custom, in their holiday attire^ 
re in the doors and windows and on the sidewalks in front of all the 
]ses. I have never in my life seen a whole population so well dreaeed 
this at Knoonsan — ^never a more healthy and good-looking people, 
Dne more gentle and well-behaved. The chairs were escorted by a 
ps of soldiery, and I remarked that policemen were stationed on 
ler side of the streets at intervals of some thirty or forty paces; but- 
E^w nothing in the demeanor of the people to call for any such pre- 
itionary measure. Both sides of the streets from the landing to thO' 
iple (about three-quarters . of a mile) were literally lined by masses 
luman bemgs, animated by the most intense curiosity. This 1 grati- 
I so far as I was able. I have never seen more perfect order pre- 
yed in such an assemblage of people. There was no noise or con- 
on ; no crowding and rusning upon each other with exclamations and 
^s, as I have sometimes witnessed elsewhere. The curious feature 
this scene was the entire population habited in their best attire, and 
;aged in the duty of accepting the guest of the viceroy. I did not 

one single man who was not cleanly dressed. The women wore 
v^ers in their hair, and the children were neatly clad, as for a gala, 
ere was no such thing as mistaking the intent of the people to give 

a welcome, as well as the public authorities. 
V^rriving at the temple, I was introduced into a large court, where 

departmental authorities were drawn up in order to pay their re- 
<:t8. I made my bow, in acknowledgment of the couxtes^. \ wk 
V a very yenerable man, of near seventy yeaia oi agp, ^N^Sioa% 
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to meet me. It was the viceroy, I-liang, a kinsman of the Emperor, 
and now holding a rank, as governor-general of three provinces, sec- 
ond only to that of his Imperial Majesty. He is now engaged on 
special duty, (besides his civil appointment,) as inspector and supervisor 
of the Emperor's army of operations against the rebellion. Tne vice- 
roy is now bent by age and debility ; but traces of thie manly beauty 
he once possessed are yet to be seen. His nose is slightly aquiline ; 
his eyes large, black, and piercing, (though the sight of one is im- 
paired;) mouth, broad; lips, thin and compressed; hair, moustaches, 
and beard, white from age. He is a thin, spare man, of about five feet 
ten inches in height Though evidently he is a well-bred gentleman, 
the occasion of meeting a foreigner was so perfectly new to him, thai 
his manner was perceptibly constrained. He advanced to meet me, at 
first, in Chinese fashion, inclining the body forward, and holding his 
hands closed and clasped in front, at the same time moving them up 
and down as if shaking hands. I oflered him, in western fashion, the 
Opened right hand, which he then clasped in both his palms and shook 
nght heartily. Thii fact demonstrated to me that the manner of my 
reception had been matter of consultation between the viceroy and the 
taoutae of Shanghai, the latter being entirely conversant with the cus- 
tomary salutations of Europe and America. I was now invited to a 
seat, and was placed on*tAe lejt hand of the viceroy, while the taoutae 
sat upon his right. Ashing stood at my back. Mr. Culbertson was on my 
left with his teacher. The gentlemen on either side arranged Aem- 
selves around the room, the Chinese subordinates standing uncovered. 
I-Uang had one interpreter of Chinese dialects standing at his back. Tea 
and other refreshments were now handed to the company ; his excel- 
lency welcomed me to China. I said, in reply, that the President (rf 
the United States would be anxious to hear whether his Imperial Ma- 
jesty continued in the enjoyment of good health. His excellency 
thanked me for the interest manifested for his sovereign, and assured 
me that the Emperor was welL I then expressed the hope that Heaven 
would guard the life of his Majesty for many years, to bless his great 
country with a beneficent administration of wise laws. I asked the 
viceroy how long he had held the position of governor-general of the 
Siang Kiang; to which he replied, that he had entered upon it in the 
end of May. I regretted he had not been viceroy sooner, that I might 
have made his personal acquaintance, and through him have succeeded 
in conveying at an earlier day, to his Imperial Majesty, a letter from 
the President of the United States, of which I was the bearer. He 
expressed his willingness to take charge of the communication from 
the President to which I referred, and said he would give it instant 
despatch to his Imperial Majesty. I then remarked, that having failed 
to see the imperial ox)mmissioner at Canton, or to meet a governor- 
general in these provinces, I addressed a letter to the prime minister 
at Pekin, which, I understood, had come to the possession of his excel* 
lency. I inquired whether a reply had been received to that commu- 
nication, and desired to be informed, before I delivered the President's 
letter, what had been done with the letter to the prime minister. The 
viceroy said he had sent that letter to the imperial commissionar at 
Canton^ and that I would receive vYie t^^\5 VSKiQwi^^JoaX^^cer, 
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pressed my fliscontent at this proceeding, and claimed the right 
municate with the prime minister at Pekin, without a require- 
h'lt my notes should be sent through the imperial commissioner 
ton. His excellency said that there was not one prime minister 
in having the title to which my letter \va^ ad.iressed, but there 
c having that title; besides, that he did not, at the lime he re- 
the letter, understand the terms of the treaty between China and 
lited States. He presumed it was his duly to send it toihe corn- 
ier at Canton; but he had, from abundant caution, also addressed 
lorial direct to Pekin, informing the ** council of presidents" of 
•ival, and o^his having sent my letter to the imoerial commis- 
at Canton. He added, that the letter from the President of the 
I States to the Kmperor of China should be sent by a special 
iger to Pekin with all despatch, as he now understood it to be his 
duty, under the treaty, to forward it to its address. I recurred 
other letter, and asked if he could inform me when I might ex- 
reply to that communication through the imj)eri d commissioner 
iton. He said that it was impossible for him to give the desired 
lation ; he had performed what at that time he considered his 
/ith regard to that letter, and it now remained for him to perform 
:y with regard to the President's letter. I seemed to hesitate, 
id that I must have a guaranty that a proper acknowledgment 
rould be made, and I should like to hear how long I would prob- 
e compelled to wait. The viceroy then said, very solemnly, that 
►uld guaranty, if delivered to him, that the President's letter 
go without unnecessary delay direct to his Imperial Majesty, 
at it should be acknowledged in becoming terms. He thought 
)ly could be received in ibrty days. It would re(|uire sixteen 
o reach Pekin, and sixteen to return, by the circuitous route at 
t travelled irom this province to the capital. I then remarked 
would deliver the President's letter to him under these assu- 
; but still I conceived that an explanation might be proper, to 
why I had not gone direct to Pekin to deliver the letter in person, 
led to the precedents furnished in the cases of all my predeces- 
nd to the public impression among the representatives of foreign 
s, that the Emperor desired to conduct the foreign affair s of China 
extreme southern provincial city. I remarked that the United 
, standing on the platform of entire e(juality with the Emperor, 
not press their representative upon the court if he were to be 
r»me, and therefore I declined to go to Pekin until his Majesty's 
re on that point shall be known ; that I hoped yet to know, by a 
:o my letter to the prime minister, what disposition was reidly 
lined by the Emperor. His excellency replied that he could not 
) give me any assurance as to the preference of his Majesty, but 
memorialize to know the imperial will. I then said that a resi- 
at Pekin would not be most pleasant to the Ibreign minister, but 
be best for China; that Shanghai, with liberty to communicate 
with his excellency, and through tiim to the court at Pekin, would 
5t pleasant to me, though not so good for the empire. The vi: a- 
id he would memorialize clearly ou these subjects^ awd \\\^ ^V^« 
13 
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jesty would decide. The letter of the President accrediting me as 
Commissioner was then delivered to I-liang to be transmitted to Pekin, 
and he accepted the same with evident satisfaction. Very shortly after 
he had received the President's letter, the viceroy invited me to partake 
of refreshments in a large hall to which we repaired. 

Before taking our places at table ^his excellency remarked, that now 
we had concluded the particular business of the day, and had passed 
the formality of a personal introduction, he thought we should be more 
comfortable if we changed our he^vy uniforms for lighter habits, and 
asked me to take a light robe instead of a dress coatj^ I had anticipated 
ihis proposition, and was prepared with apparel of my own. We re- 
tired for a few moments to aiiferent apartments, and exchanged our 
state dresses for light summer wear — his excellency wearing a splen- 
didly figured white-crape robe of the lightest and finest texture. 

At the table I was seeted on the left of his excellency, (that being 
with the Chinese the post of honor,) and the conversation was for some 
time confined to such inquiries as our ages, and my voyage to China, 
&c., &c. And then his excellency delicately alluded to the disturbed 
condition of China, offering that as an apology for what he was pleased 
to say was a failure to receive me on a scale equal to bis own desiie, 
and proportioned to my high rank. 

I begged to assure him of the great gratification I experienced from 
the cordial welcome that had been extended to me, and especially tor 
the kind consideration of my convenience which had induced him to 
leave the theatre of his ofl&cial duties and to come so far to receive 
me. Then I remarked that I had learned, with profound regret, that 
Chma is aflflicted with civil war, and that Nankin is held by the rebel 
Ibrces ; but I trusted to the good sense of her rulers and to the pa- 
triotism of the people to restore China to peace and prosperity. I asked, 
** How large a force now holds Nankin? His excellency replied, that 
there were " many tens of thousands" in force at Nankin and Chin- 
kiangfoo, and that their presence imposed on him the most onerous 
duties ; that the city of Nankin was his own proper oflScial residence, 
and he regretted not to see me there on account of the rebels. I said 
that I hoped to have the pleasure yet of seeing him peaceably enjoying 
at his capital the honors due to his exalted station and services to the 
empire. I expressed my pleasure at the appearance of the country 
through which I had passed, at the friendly demeanor of the people, 
and my astonishment at the quiet which seemed to prevail in the coun- 
try so near to the revolutionary forces I asked how far we were from 
the far-famed city of Suchow, which had been termed " the Paris of 
China." The viceroy informed me that we were about twenty milei 
from it in a direct line, but about ninety le by water. The taoutae of 
Shanghai asked if I felt any desire to visit Suchow. I expressed the 
gratification I should feel to see Suchow under favorable auspices. 
The viceroy said that, at present, he was generally at Changchow, but 
so constantly engaged with the army and the administration of civil 
affairs that he should be unable to receive me at Suchow ; but so soon 
as tranquillity shall be restored, he would be happy to see me at Su- 
chow. I directed the interpreter to thank him for his polite invitation, 
and to say that 1 now accepted '\\., SkXvd^aviX^ \vQiW3t vxv^^lf by paying 
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a Visit to him at Suchow, as proposed, so soon as tranquillity should be 
restored to the country. I then remarked that if I resided at Shanghai, 
and could improve my acquaintance with him by seeing him at Su- 
chow or Nankin, and occasionally at my residence, I thought my pub- 
lic duties, besides being rendered pleasant, might serve lo efliice pre- 
judices which were unfortunate, and which retarded that iniimate 
friendly intercourse which ought to exist between the United Slates 
and China. The taoutae interposed with a remark that he * could 
see no occasion for my going to Canton to live; that Shanghai was a 
,much better place, and the people were very friendly, and if I lived 
at Shanghai there would be many pleasant excursions I could make 
into the interior ; that he would go wiih me to Suchow when peace was 
restored. The gentlemen w^ere evidently apprehensive that 1 me^nt 
to go to Suchow at presinU and were also apparently anxious that I 
should postpone my visit. I considered it more just to the known du- 
ties pressing on the viceroy, and to the dignity of my own position, to 
postpone my visit to a time to accord wiih the suggestion of his excel- 
lency. In due time, during the entertainment, I proposed the health of 
the Emperor, and again, "the prosperity of China," which were court- 
eously received with expressions of gratification. After discussing the 
entertainment, and partaking of tea, a stroll in the large garden at- 
tached to the temple was proposed ; but the attaches alone passed into 
the garden. The viceroy, the taoutae, and I, resumed our seats. The 
conversation was turned again to the matter of the rebellion, and I 
think that great anxiety sat on the countenance of the aged viceroy. 
Among other things, he desired to know if I would permit him to con- 
sult with me occasionally on points of interest to China. I said it 
would afford me infinite pleasure to serve his country and himself 
whenever I could do so with propriety. I took the liberty to repeat, 
that the Emperor could not long maintain the policy heretofore pur- 
sued, and that he would appeal strongly to western nations by re- 
versing his policy at once, hberalizing the regulations of commerce, 
giving absolute li-eedom of conscience, and opening his country at 
large to foreigners. I said that I understood all these points to be 
promised by the rebels at Nankin as the first fruits of their suc- 
cess. The viceroy said he could not say all he desired, lest his con- 
versation might be overheard and reported. It was arranged that we 
should write directly to each other as occasion seemed to require ; he 
sending his letters to me under seal through the taoutae, and I my 
communications through the same channel or by my own messenger. 
He further positively promised to press the proposition that I should cor- 
respond with the ministry at Pekin, through his excellency, whenever I 
desired to do so; and if I resided at Shanghai, that I should have access 
lo whatever provincial capital he resided at. The opinion was ex- 
pressed that this would be agreed to by his Majesty. 

I venture to express the hope that the President will see in t^ha 
results of this visit enough to justify my remaining at Shanghai : 

1. The flag of the United States, under my guidance, is the first that 
has iever gone independently, yet amicably, into the interior of China. 

2. A practical interpretation has been given lo the \le«LV^^\i^ 'vXxxoi^. 
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the right of the United States to communicate with the Emperor of 
China through the viceroy at Nankin is conceded. 

3. The people of the interior have seen citizens of the United States 
in national costume for the first lime, ttnd now know that we can meet 
and part as friends. 

The simplicity and the timidity of some of the country people may 
be imagined when I inform you that a crowd of women and chitdren, 
who were gazing at me, saw my servant hand me a bunch of cigars, 
and they took to their heels as if I was about to open a battery upon 
them. They thought the cigars were implements of war. I WdS care-, 
ful to collect them again to assure them c»f their safety, and to smoke 
th^ pipe of peace with the men of the vicinity. I was very partical»r 
to land frequently on my voyage, and to communicate with the people 
whenever 1 could do so, to assure them that the flag they now saw be- 
longed to a great power and a good friend of the Chinese. We returned 
to Shanghai after midnight on the 5th of July, without having met with 
any incident to mar the pleasure of the excursion. 

The country between Shanghai and Knoonsan is a vast plain, calti- 
vated as carefully as a garden. It has already produced one crop this 
year, and now is maturing the second. In the late autumn the lands 
are set in wheat, barley, millet, and in the spring m vegetables. The 
harvest is reaped about the first of June, and then the lands aj^ain pro- 
duce a crop of cotton, rice, or teenching^, and the vegetables for wioter 
use. I saw thousands of acres in cotton, rice, and teenching. Indeed, 
I may say the whole face of the country was covered with pmmising 
crops of these staples. I am trying to learn the probable annual return 
of these crops to China, but do not know that I can succeed. I think 
there is a very strong probability that the cotlon crop in China is greater 
than that of the United States, although not yet equal to the consump- 
tion of her vast population. It is certain that the sheetings and drills 
of American looms have found ready sales in China, and a growing 
market; but their introduction into the far interior is impossible, unless 
we can prevent the continual transit duties which are imposed upon 
their passage fi-nm one point to another of this empire. This is difficult 
to effect while forei^i^n commerce is confined to the ports on the sea- 
board. 1 am not informed that any different duty is imposed on foreign 
manufactures from that levied on Chinese productions passing the same 
points; but, of course, continual duties so enhance the price that, at a 
certain distance from the point of importation, the consumer must find, 
his interest in the use of a domestic article, and so a limit is fixed to 
the extent of the market for the foreign article. The remedy for this 
state of things must be found ip a specific modification of the treaty. 
I have, of course, bestowed much attention upon this country, so fer 
as a knowledge of it is to be derived from books, yet I feel sorely my 
want of real and reliable information as to its resources. I suggested a 
desire to the viceroy to travel through the interior to Canton at some 
future time. I had studied the general features of the country, so 

* TeencbiDg ia a species of small cabbage, from the leaves of wbich a i>lae dye is produood 
irliefl Bleeped io water. It is the indigo of China. Lime is added to tne water. (Sea IW 
troiw'a ** fVanderiogi in China;' chap. 16, p. ^1 .^ 
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bat I could indicate the route I wished to pursue. Starting from 
>hanghai, and following the Yanglsze Kiang to Kin Kiang, thence 
lassiDg through the Poyang lake, the river Kan can be ascended to 
be town of Nanngan ; thence it is twenty-four miles over the Meiling 
nountains to Nanhuing, which is a considerable town at the head of 
lavigation of the Peh Kiang, (North river,) which flows towards Can- 
»n» and which, joining the Yuh Kiang (West river) a lew miles above 
that city, forms the Clhoo Kiang, (Pearl river.) Thus the voyage may 
lie made inland hence to Canton, with only twenly-fiiur miles of over- 
Land carriage; and I regard it as very desirable, in a political point of 
iriew, that the Commissioner of the United States should become per- 
Bonally acquainted with it. His excellency, of course, was not called 
upon to say at present whether the proposed adventure would be 
agreeable to the public agthorities, or otherwise. The route suggested 
is one of the great interior routes of commerce through which Canton 
formerly drew the trade from the great basin north of the Meiling 
range. When Shanghai was opened to foreign commerce, the teas of 
the western slope of the Meiling range of motmtains came by water to 
this port. Were steam introduced upon the Yanglsze and its afl[luents, 
I have no doubt that Shanghai would instantly appear the natural port 
for eight of the richest provinces of the empire, in which are abun- 
dantly produced cotton, hemp, leenching, rice, all the cereals, tobacco, 
flax, teas, silks, and which contain valuable mines of gold, silver, cin- 
nabar, copper, lead, coal, mica, and several varieties of marble. The 
citj' of Shanghai has the deepest interest in opening the Yang'sze to 
foreign trade; nor would her rising grandeur necessarily destroy Can- 
ton, tor the Peh Kiang, the Yuh, and the Tung, (which empty into 
the Choo Ki:mg at Whampoa,) offer to Canton an area of about 150,000 
square miles, fertile and very densely populated, from which to sup- 
port a great commerce; and with this large area Shanghai has no natu- 
ral connexion whatever. 

This despatch is already of such length that I forbear entering upon 
this great subject at present. To avail myself of whatever opportu- 
nities may present themselves to travel into the interior of China, two 
things are necessarj' — first, the approbation of the President; second, 
the means, for I should not be able to go fir on the contingent fund 
now set apart for this mission. The interests of the United States can 
best be promoted by activity in learning China — her geography, chan- 
nels of trade, productions of sections, both as to staple and amount; 
and these cannot be learned without a command of means. 

Tlie rebellion continues the work of destruction, but ha^ not com- 
menced that of reconstruction. The report is that Kiangsi has been 
overrun by some large force of rebels, and that bantls of marauders 
are depredating on private property to so great an extent that planters 
of tea have abandoned their crops to a considerable degree. 

The people of this neighborhood are growing discontented. During 
my absence the populace collected to the number of 10,000, and s «cked 
several of the houses of the local authorities, and burned one entirely. 

How far this movement may be continued, time ouV'^ c^tv. ^^<aM^\ 
but as it is said to originate in discontent at l\\e VA'sie^, vi\\<\*vcv^ i^^Xsx- 
mination not to pay them until the question oi eiu^\T^\a ^xx^\x^^^%^^ 
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probability is that we shall have no permanent quiet until we have more 
serious work in this settlement. Tliere is no ship of the United Slates 
on the coast of China. I send you a copy of a letter I received a few 
days since from citizens of the United States at Fuhchowfoo. The re- 
bellion has extended inland from Amoy; another city in that quarter 
has fallen into the hands of the rebels. I append hereto a letter from 
the secretary and interpreter of this legation to me, enclosing several 

Broclamations issued by the rebel chief at Amoy. I have written to 
doctor Parker that if At* health docs not require his return to the United 
States, under the leave of absence granted to him bv Mr. Everett, I 
shall require him to rejoin me at Shanghai, to resume his duties in the 
legation. He exhibits such enthusiasm for what he is pleased to call 
the patriots of China, as to make me apprehend that he may forget, in 
the sympathies of the missionary, the apathy^ necessary to a secietary 
of legation. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of two copies of the 
convention between the United States and his Majesty the King of the 
Netherlands. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of SteUe. 

P. S. I have later information, which I deem reliable, as to the 
inovements of the rebel forces : 

1. No movement from Nankin will be made on Shanghai at present, 
as the rebel chief will not involve his cause by coming into collision 
with foreign powers, and he fears something might be done by his fol- 
lowers, whom he cannot entirely command, that would lead to such a 
result. 

2. The force which has been detached to the south goes to the pro- 
vinces of Hupehand Kiang^i to raise means to obtain supplies to open 
communication with the southern rebels, and to cut off the more west- 
ern route than the canal between Pekin and Canton from the impe- 
rialisls. 

8. The rebel force will move up the Yangtsze, and, gaining the roll- 
ing country in the west of Honan and south of Shensi, will throw itself 
bn the great highway leading from Pekin into the western provinces; 
and this fall two columns will move on Pekin— one by the canal, and 
the other by the great western causeway. 

July 10. H. M. 



No. 1. 

Shanghai, Jujie 29, 1S53. 
Humphrey Marshall, Commissioner of the Cnited States of Americat 
to the Ta Tsing Kwoon, &c., presents -respectfully his compliments to 
his excellency I-liang, governor-general of the Sinng Kiang, &c.: 

The undersigned has the honor to request his excellency to name the 
tJme and place lor an interview/ wwh v\ve uvA^ts\^ti^*i^\w otAsx that i)» 
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ictdersigned may deliver a letter which he bears from the President of 
he United States of America to his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of 
China, in accordance with article thirty-one- of the treaty signed at 
Wanghya. 

With the compliments of the season, &c., the undersigned remains, 
respectfully, &c. 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

This is addressed — 

His Excellency 1-liang, 

Govemor-genertily Sfc. 



No. 2. 

I-liang, president of the board of war, chief of the censorate, gov- 
ernor-general of Kiangnan and Kiangsi, commissioner of grain, inspector 
ot the marine, &c., makes this communication : 

On the 25th of the 6th moon (July 1, 1860) your excellency's com- 
munication was received, relating to a despatch from the United States 
to China, to be presented to his Imperial Majesty the Emperor, and 
requesting that, by me, a time and place might be iixed on for an inter- 
view with your excellency. 

Having now, on the 25th of the 6th moon, arrived myselt at Kwan- 
shaw, it seems right to promise your excellency, coming thither, a per- 
sonal interview in the public hall on the 28th, (July 4th;) and the de- 
spatch to be transmitted from the President to the court of China can 
then be delivered at the interview, and by memorial forwarded to the 
Emperor. 

For this purpose I make this communication, reciprocating compli- 
ments and wishing repose, &c. 

May this communication reach him to whom it is addressed. 

To his Excellency the Plenipotentiary Marshall, 

Amho^sador from the (7. S. A. to China, 

HiENFUNG, 3df year^ dth^ moon^ 25th day. 
(July 1, 1853.) 



No. 3. 

FuHCHow, June 15, 1S53. 

Dear Sir : Your letter of the date 25th May, 1853, addressed to Mr. 
Maclay and myself, and containing instructions to the American citizens 
resident at Fuhchow respecting the course of conduct to be pursued by 
them in case of an emergency requiring " the abandonment of their 
property to save their own lives," reached this place yesterday. 1^ 
the absence of Mr. Maclay, it devolved upon me to present your com- 
munication to those for whom it contained inatiucUoxi^ \ \i\k^\ ^v^ 'a^. 
a called meeting of^e same last evening. 
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At that meeting I was instructed to express to you, iq their behalf, 
the sincere thanks of the American community here, for your prompt 
attention to our previous communication, and for having written to us 
so fully upon the subject of our present situation. We also acknowl- 
edge with sentiments of gratitude the interest and sympathy which your 
communication expressed in our behalf. 

I am happy to state that your excellency's instructions have com- 
mended themselves to the appn^bation of the American citizens here; 
and should an emergency arise to justify such action, I am authorized to 
say that they will be strictly followed. It is matter of deep thankfulness 
on our part that we have thus far been permitted to remain quietly 
at our post. We have indications, however, that it may not continue as 
quiei as it has been much longer. Of the troubles in the vicinity of 
Amoy I suppose you are already informed. A far more serious insiu^ 
rection is also in progress in the western part of this province ; and we 
have reason to apprehend that the insurgents are advahcing towards 
this city; inasmuch as the hendless bodies of soldiers were seen yester- 
day floating down the river Min, not far from the location of some of 
our residences. Added to these sources of alarm and Excitement among 
t'he people around us, we have here a general stagnation of business, 
accompanied with great scarcity of provisions. 

With earnest wishes and prayers for your excellency's health and 
happiness, believe me, dear sir, 

Yours, with great respect, 

8. CUMMINGS, 
Committee ofAmericxin Com. at Ftihckowp 

Hon. H. Marshall, 

Commissioner of United States^ Shanghai. 



No. 4. 

Canton, June 25, 1853. 

Dear Sir: I send you herewith several translations of proclaraatioDJ 
issued by his excellency Hwang at Anrioy. They are of interest in 
one point of view, if no other, viz : that they show conclusively that 
the patriots of that port acknowledge Teentih as Emperor of the Chbesc 
Great Ming Dynasty. 

I hare several more, which I will forward as soon as translated, for 
your information. I will state that, contrary to my impression when at 
Shanghai, I now believe Teentihis still alive. I do not wish the cir- 
cumstance mentioned, but I have a private joint letter with the seal and 
signature of Teentih €md Tai-pin in my possession, the tenor of which 
is creditable to both. In the " China Mail," of yesterday, you will find 
a translation of mine of a document that has excited some interest at 
Canton; and from the Hong Kong papers you will find the principal 
news of interest from the south of China. 
• I remain, dear sir, very respectfully and truly, yours, 

PETER PARKER 

Hii Excellency Humphrey Marshall^ &c., &c., 
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fProclamation No. 1 has been sent heretofore, appended to my des- 
patch No. 17, and therefore is omitted here. 

H. M.] 

[Proclamation No. 2.] 

Hwang, generalissimo, great commander-in-chief of the military 
forces of the Chinese Great Ming Dynasty, issues this perspicuous pro- 
clamation : 

Whereas I, the commander-in-chief, on arriving at Amoy, have heard 
that civil and mihtary officers of Amoy have come hiihf r to raise troops 
and purchase horses : Now I, the commander-in-chief, have made in- 
Tesligation and found such to be the case, and, as behooveth me, lose 
no time in issuing my proclamation. I make this proclamation that 
both the army and people may understand. 

As to all civil and military officers and soldiers creating commotion 
at Amoy and at Lewlbooteen, enhsting persons for the army : any one 
being able to seize one of their great leaders shall receive a great re- 
ward, or a small leader, a small reward. If any conceal them, and do 
not report them, on being detected hereafter, they will be deemed alike 
guilty. I, the commander-in-chief, speak out the law, and absc^lutely 
there will be no indulgence. I issue this proclamation, and let each, 
as behooves him, tiemblingly obey. Let there be no opposition. 

Special edict. 

Scale of Rewards, 

For seizing his excellency, (the admiral,) and delivering him up, a 
reward of SI, 000. 
For a colonel and lieutenant colonel, $500. 
For a captain and ensign, $300. 
For a sergeant and corporal, $100. 
From a head man downwards, $12. 

Teentih, 60th year of the cycle, ^th month, and 21st day, 

(•28th May, 1853.) 

A faithful translation. 

PETER PARKER. 



[Proolamatlon No. 3.] 

Hwang, generalissimo, great commander-in-chief of the forces of 
the Chinese Great Ming Dynasty, issues the following proclamation: - 

Whereas I, the commander-in-chief, came to Amoy, it arose from 
you the people having suffered grievous evils, in ten thousand forms, 
from the officers and government of the Manchoo dynasty, I hav6 
therefore reverently received the command- of the benevolent and 
righteous army to compassionate the people, punish the crimes of your 
former rulers, and to give to the inhabitants the enjoyment of tranquillity. 
Now, ye who reside in the shops and hongs of the suburbs of Acao^^ 
being in a state of perturbation j do not open your aV\o^^ \ ^Y^x^^\A^ 
jou specially apprehend, the righteous troops may feivuexiV ^\?X\ixNis^^^'^ 
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and commit plunder, so that not one shop in ten has been opened, atad 
the streets are deserted and silent. 

As behooveth me, I instantly issue my proclamation, that the people 
of the shops and hongs may fully understand, that from and after the is- 
suing of this notice, as is right, each of you must still, as of old, open yoiff 
markets and carry on your trade. If hereafter any of the righteous 
troops presume in the least to covet, and the local swindlers of difler- 
ent places dare enter your doors and remove things under false pro* 
texts, it is permitted you to repair to my flag-ship and petition me 
clearly, when they shall be instantly arrested, and punished according 
to the utmost rigor of the law. I, the commander-in-chief, institute 
laws stable as the mountains, and absolutely will not eat my words. 
Fear you not; tremble at this, and give heed. Let there be no oppo- 
sition. 

Special edict. 

Teentih, 60th year of the cycle^ Ath month, 25th day. 

(1st June, 1S53.) 



[Proclamation No. 4.] 

Hwang, &c., &c., &c., issues the following proclamation : 

Venerable fathers, you have been long afllicted by the vexatious and 
oppressive laws of the Tsing (Manchoo) dynasty. The oflicers are 
covetous, the administration foul; the government, altogether, flows od 
with the fierceness of a tiger — exhausting the marrow, and putting ao 
end to the fat. 

To the people, alas ! they are as huge rats, causing the mountains to 
fall and the sea to overflow ; the year to be one of drought, and a sea- 
son of famine. Robbers and pirates swarm like bees, and the black- 
haired people are like the fish whose fins are red from toil. 

Teentih, the Emperor of our Great Ming Dynasty, imitates Heaven, 
and does benevolent deeds ; saves the people, and punishes the cruel- 
ties of your former rulers, and his troops, denominated the army of the 
great conformer, (to Heaven,) apply the axe (literally, the hoe) to all 
those who rebel against it, (viz., the covetous oflicers, &c., above de- 
scribed,) who, on the arrival of our army, fall prostrate at the sight of 
them as the grass bending before the wind. I, the commander-in-chief, 
have recently received the imperial will to subjugate Amoy, obedient 
to Heaven and conformably to the hearts of men ; the oflicers of this 
place having injured the people, they feel no obligation to the old 
regime ; some in a civil capacity, who have followed their army, have 
put off their armor and laid down their weapons ; and the arnay itself 
has no disposition to fight, for their root is certainly eradicated, and 
that from which they came is become old. You, ye admiral and others, 
who covet life and fear death, and have covered your heads like rats 
in a hole — ^to spare your life, and those who are so bold as irregularly 
to listen to traitorous and seditious persons, and are taken away with 
the residency, will be fortunate if one in ten thousand escape; know 
ye not the Tsing dynasty, that it is Heaven's heart to exterminate it; 
and that it certainly cannot be lestoieAl T\vei^fct^^Y^v^?L ^<i\jr arms 
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ground your weapons ; the fingers of those in boat can be taken up 
le two hands. You not only do not consider that I, the commander- 
lief, rain troops in number like the drops of the rain, and will wash 
y at once the Tsing dynasty like the flame of a conflagration. Oh, 
•eople, how is it ve do not understand the felicitous omens, but 
presume to cherish two minds, and in doing so what will it profit? 
ow, if these bees sting you, bear their great poison ; but a tiger's 
«ness expresses my vast majesty and pomp, or rather it is that 
2h may be said to be Heaven-derived, and not human strength, 
pecial edict. TEENTIH. 

}th year of the cycle^ Ath months and 2Qtk day. 
(June 2, 1853.) 

hasty and imperfect translation. P. P. 



ofidential.] Shanghai, China, 

Jvly 10, 1853. 

ir: I address this note under the title of "a confidential letter ^^^ be- 
se I shall write of other countries and their public men sometimes 

style which might prove very disagreeable to them if the matter 
lid appear in print. Of course, my view of public policy I have 
lesire to conceal from the proper authorities of the United States; 

it ihay be best, ultimately, and most convenient, that these de- 
tches should be divided under diflferent heads. You will have 
uced my general view of the character of the existing government 
3hina, as well as of the rebellion, from my ordinary despatches. 
?y may be compressed into a few sentences: 

?he imperial government is impotent, ignorant, conceited; all its 
listerial and subordinate ofiicers are superlatively corrupt. The 
els have no idea of the true fiinctions of government. They struggle 
•ely fOT poiiw, and were they to succeed in acquiring it, would neither 
nge the substantial exercise of power as it is now wielded, nor essen- 
ly the forms or etiquette ana ceremony now practiced at court. 
5 leading chief of the rebels is already invisible; the chiefs are gen- 
ly men of low degree, and the mass is ready for the worst excesses. 
3y are superior to the imperialists in energy and courage, but both 
lies are only burlesques on the military. 

?he people of China are indifiereut as to the success or defeat of 
ler faction, and may be regarded as so far paralyzed, by the long 
polism under which they have lived, as to be insensible to popular 
Its, and incapable of declaring or maintaining them. The only 
stion for them is, "who will be our masters?" 
l^errified by the progress of the rebellion, and constantly warned by 
rats of the insufficiency of his generals, as well a« of their menda- 
• the Emperor of China looked abroad for assistance. Clinging 
Q conceit or from ignorance to his pretended superiority, he thought 
rould be sufficient to ask aid or to oflfer to hire aid, for the western 
ons to enter upon the task with alacrity of sup^te&rav^ >Jci^\^^- 
, and oeitber bis Majesty nor his cabinet saw awjximv^ ^xa\&^ \a. 
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the Style of the application. You have already among my despatches 
my reply to that application. It substaniially waived the question until 
his Imperial Majesty should propound it by his express authority, in due 
and proper form, that it might be considered without derogation from 
the dignity of the United States. 

The British minister, I have reason to believe, addressed the court 
at Pekin, but the nature of his communication has not transpired. 

Report declares that the Czar of Russia has promised to render the 
assistance requested. Some suppose that this implies his marching 
troops from St. Petersburg, or at least from Siberia, but not so. Russia 
maintains a considerable body of troops along the bordt r between the 
Russian and Chinese empires, who could be thrown into China with 
great ease. A Russian fleet, now at Hong Rong, watches the Japan 
expedition of the United States, and may be put into action, without 
difficulty, in behalf of the Emperor. 

The Emperor has no navy. A few miserable schooners, purchased 
at this port since my arrival, and manned by English and Am^Tican 
deserters from merchant ships, together with some sixteen lorchas mail- 
ned by Portuguese desperadoes, constitute his naval force. 

Russia already enjoys, substantially, a monopoly of Chinese western 
trade through the passes ; Kiachta in the northwest, and MuzdabanoD 
the west. Her assistance would probably end in passing China under 
a Russian protectorate, and in the extension of Russian limits to the 
Hoangho. or the mouth of Y^ngtsze; or, it may be, when circumstances 
and policy shall favor the scheme, in the partition of China between 
Great Britain and Russia. The interference of the Czar would readily 
suppress the rebellion, by driving the rebels from the great highways 
of commerce, and from the occupation of the towns on the seaboard. 
Whiitevrr might be the ultimate compensation demanded by Russia 
for this timely service, China could not resist its collection ; and Russia 
might avail herself of the conjuncture to add Chinese territory adlUn- 
turn to her already enormous geographical boundaries, and by com- 
manding the Hoangho, the Sagalien, and the Yangtsz s acquire a power 
on the Pacific which would not only nullify the projects of the United 
States for the future, but materially annoy us in the present, by disturb- 
ing the fisheries, which are now opening their treasures to our hardy 
mariners in the North Pacific. I think, then, that almost any sacrifice 
should be made by the United States to keep Russia from spreading 
her Pacific boundary, and to avoid her coming directly to an interfer- 
ence in Chinese domestic affairs ; for China is hke a lamb before the 
shearers, as easy a conquest as were the provinces of India. When- 
ever the avarice or the ambition of Russia or Great Britain shall tempt 
them to make the prizes, the fate of Asia will be sealed, and the future 
Chinese relations of the United States of America may be considered 
as closed for ages, unless now the United States shall foil the untoward 
result by adoptirtg a sound policy. It is my opinion that the hightest 
interests of the United Slates are involved in su>Jtaining China — main- 
taining order here, and gradually engrafting on this worn-out stock tw 
healthy principles Avhich give life and health to governments, rather 
than to see China become the theatre of a widespread anarchy, and 
ultimately the prey of European amVvUoiv. 
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An interference by the United States to quiet and tranqnilize China 
3i]ld be a mission of humanity and charily. It would be essentially 
work of peace, unlike the ruthless conquest of India, made upon the 
rdid calculations of a cruel avarice; or the late subjugation of Pegu, 
r means of which the British crown has completed its mastery over 
I the natural outlets for the produce of southwestern Asia, and has 
nntnenced in every part that debasement of the people to a condition 
r worse than jhat ot the African slave, which in other parts she has 
lectujiUy accomplished already. An interference by ibe United States 
1 Chinese affairs would have no object but to preserve the nationality of 
hina ; to revivify her, to elevate her people, and to stimulate them to 
in augmented happmess by a proper and peaceful, but scientific, em* 
loyment of their natural energies. There are conditions which I 
^ould,make precedent to any interference, however, and these will be 
ow exhibited. 
When the Emperor of China shall proclaim an amnesty for past po- 
lical offences to all the rebels who snail at once return to their homes 
nd avocations ; freedom of religious opinion, and religious worship 
aroughout the realm ; freedom to citizens of nations having treaties of 
mity and commerce with China to pass and repass through his do- 
ainions at will, without distinction of place; when the Emperor shall 
nstall a department of foreign affairs, which can meet the ambassadors 
>f foreign countries ; when, in fine, the Emperor shall open the Yang- 
tze and its affluenls to steam navigation, and shall devise some just 
node of regulating the same by registry or license; and, finally, when 
he shall become a subscriber to the laws of nations — then, and not till then, 
would I suggest any interference whatever. 

You will be pleased to bear in mind that this basis presupposes the 
voluntary creation of rights to the citizens of the United States in China, 
by the supposed procl i mat ions and treaty stipulations, which would 
justily the interference of the United States to protect those jights 
whenever they shall be assailed. It guards and preserves that well- 
known policy of neutrality in the di^^putes of other countries, which 
thus far has been the guide of the national councils of the United States. 
It would only be intervention in vindication of the rights of the Amer- 
ican citizen — an intervention promised in the President's inaugural 
address — wherever the citizen might of right be when the power is in- 
voked. 

There is everything in the conditions to elevate China, and to render 
the im|:)erial throne an object of interest to every enlightened nation in 
Christendom. There ts nothing which detracts from the strength of 
the ihrone, or renders it less likely than now to attract the affections 
ot its subjects. There is much which would disarm the pseudo sym- 
pathy which gathers around the banners of the rebellion, because cn- 
thusiasm for Christianity persuades itself that they bear forward the 
cause of Christ. 

The rebel chief himself would be compelled to yield to such "a plat- 
form," or be overwhelmed by offering resistance to it; for when com- 
Daerce, licensed by the imperial authority and paying into the imperial 
treasury the taxes drawn from its prosecution, shtidY cov^t ^^X^w^ 
t82e, western natioDS will not permit a rebel dave? V> Voletfex^ ^'^ >^& 
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successful pursuit. Under the sanction of this goremment, Xhej "wiB 
clear the way with their own guns. On the other hand, the submis^QD 
ot* the rebel chief to the prosecution of ordinary coTimerce upon the 
Yangtsze, under the license of the Emperor at Pekin, must direcdy de- 
prive Aw government of even the shadow of power, and his rebcllini 
wnll fade away as a dream, or transfer its theatre to some more se- 
cluded section of the empire, where it can produce no uneasiness loihe 
throne. The effect and consequence of the adopti9n of this baas 
would be beneficial to China, because the introduction of steam on the 
Yangtsze would stimulate commerce, by making time an element lo 
be considered in its pursuit, by enlarging the area of profitable pro- 
duction, as it would furnish expeditious means of bringing the resahs 
of industry to a general market, and give diversification to the pursafc 
of industry, because the hills would be made to discover their mineral 
wealth, and thousands would gain an easy livelihood by mining, vbD 
now obtain in other callings a beggarly and precarious subsistence. 
Navigation, naval architecture, the principles of natural philosophy, 
the properties of steam, and the laws for its safe application to prac* 
tical purposes — in a word, all the sciences would be very soon acquired 
by this h'ghly imitative people. Civilization, returning to Asia after 
making the circuit of the glooe, will pour the acquisitions of centurirt 
back again into the lap of that ancient mother who guarded her ear- 
liest infancy; and China will rapidly come forward in the knowledge 
of all the improvements of modern science, now unknown to her peo- 
ple. The application of steam to navigation would be made under 
American auspices, for the proper constructions to navigate the interior 
rivers of China would be the same as those built on the w^estern waters 
of the United States— constructions of which the English or the Russian 
in fact know nothing. Besides, the science of naval construction is 
not so advanced in England as in the United States, as our models in 
this port daily and satisfactorily prove. This would give a great ad- 
vantage to our countrymen in China, and their enterprise would pio- 
neer the way to the development of a thousand profitable employments 
in the interior, of which at present I can furnish no specifications. Suf- 
fice it to say, that the Valley of the Yangtsze may be estimated to con- 
tain an area of 750,000 s<]uare miles, and is belted by mountains 
abounding in rich and valuable minerals. With steaii applied to navi- 
gation on the Yangtsze and its affluents, you may imagine the future 
of Shanghai, into whose lap this entire commerce will be poured, and 
which is the natural because the nearest point of connexion with the 
western terminus of a Pacific railway through the United States. The 
Chinese know nothing of navigation — nothing of the properties of steam. 
With a knowledge of these would rise a Chinese navy at least of suf- 
ficient force to guard the coast, and enforce the revenue laws of the em- 
pire against the wholesale system of smuggling that is now carried on, 
DOth under theI!.T\g\ishand American flogs, almost in view of Chinese ports* 
and which in my opinion amounts to a gross and abominable violation 
of our treaties (in their spirit) with this government. The excuse under 
which this smuggling is committed is, that "it belongs to China to enfoice 
/iero%vn revenue laws;" ournavy ** vj\\\Tvot\>eeoxvN^TV&dL\iv\j5^YaUceforr^ 
£)r China. " Our people (iudeed, moat o? v>aa meiOa»xv\a» Wt^ ^m^^^"^ 
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t Canton) arm vessels heavily, and bid defiance to the imperial gov- 
manent, while they lie in the mouths of the great rivers laden to the 
rater's edge with cargoes of opium, which ihey sell on every opportu- 
ity to Chinese traders. The revenue officers, unable or unwilling to 
niorce the confiscation of these cargoes, compound for a portion of the 
•rofits» and actually use the custom-house boats to deliver the opium- 
bests to purchasers, at a given sum per chest as freight! The mer- 
hsLUl sells the article, and delivers it over the side of his vessel to the 
Ihinese revenue officer , who miugs^les it into the country! The opium sta- 
ions are as well known here as the navy-yards are in the United 
states; and United States vessels of war have been alongside of Amer-* 
can opium-smugglers, until the Chinese would not make a wide mis- 
ake if they supposed the American flag protected them quite as much 
IS the legitimate trader. 1 have more than once warned these people 
igainst the use of the flag of the United States to cover these cargoes, 
3ut I am answered by the arguments specified above. I have said, 
if the Chinese oflBcers would take out a warrant to confiscate the cargo 
>f opium clandestinely offered on the Chinese coast under the flag of 
the United States, I would enforce obedience to the writ through the 
naval power of the United States, if I could command the arm (which 
now I do not believe 1 could.) Now, if China had a navy, this matter 
would cease; for the government could then enforce its revenue laws, 
and England would have to raise her ^£2,500,000 of revenue from Ben- 
gal opium from some other source than China. The importation of 
this article into China from India last year amounted to more than 
$30,000,000, every particle of which was smuggled in the manner which 
I have described. It forms a principal medium of exchange. It pays 
for teas and silks which go into the British market, and in their turn yield 
^£5,000,000 to .£6,000,000 sterling to the revenues of the United King- 
dom. The transportation of this article maintains the extension of the 
peninsular and oriental line of British steamers between Bombay and 
Calcutta, and Canton and Shanghai. If China could put a stop to the 
importation of British opium into her ports, the revenues of Great 
Britain would be sensibly affected by the result, and her superiority in 
the commerce of the East would very soon vanish. It is through this • 
instrumentality she establishes that profitable circle of trade which has 
its rests at London, Calcutta, Bombay, and Canton, employing British 
bottoms, British sailors, British merchants, manufacturers and planters; 
and, in turn, draining China of the precious metals, and taxing the people 
of the United States in every pound of' tea or silk they take from China, If 
London is the banker of the United States for their China trade, it is 
Dnly because Manchester furnishes India with goods, and India furnishes 
China with opium; so that the merchant from the United States, ob- 
taining a credit in London, transfers it to China most probably in 
>pium, which he trades for tea; and the exchange commissions, freights, 
storage, and all incidental charges, pass into the price of the tea paid 
>y the consumer in the United States. This matter should be sternly 
•egarded by the public authorities of the United States, for opium is a 
most material element to the success of a British line of steamers to 
Asia, and therefore a power operating against \iie sviece^^lvlN. ^%XsMiv^* 
TicBt of a PaciBc line of steamers from me vrestem gob&\. o^ Nxsl^yn^^n 
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since the line of mercantile exchanges, postal comnaunicalions, and pp^ 
sengers, will follow the general direction of commercial traffic. ^ 

Before I return from this digression, let me make it a little wider by 
another remark or two on another point. An impression st^ems to pre- 
vail that California has a very deep interest in the communications with 
China. This is erroneous, for she will probably have less interest in it, 
when it shall be opened, than Mississippi or Arkansas, certainly less 
than New York or Massachusetts. This opinion of mine rests upon a 
few plain laws : 

1. No man will send his money to the market where it will be of the 
i^u value. 

2. Commerce subsists on diversity of productions, seeking exchange 
in order to supply human wants. Supposing the time to market to be 
the same to China as to New York or Liverpool or Havre, the Calilbr- 
nian will always go to the latter for his supplies, because they will pay 
more for his money (which is his article of exchange) than he can re- 
ceive in China. There his gold is at the par of the silver dollar; here 
it is invariably at 10 to 15 per cent, discount below the par of the silver 
dollar; because the Chinese do not use gold as a circulating mediunij 
and are too frugal and simple a people to demand much of it in the arts. 
Exchange is at sixty here at present only because silver has been hoarded 
by timid capitalists, and there is no such thing scarcely as obtaining a 
silver dollar, which alone the Chinese trader will accept. Californij^ 
produces no staple commodity that China wants, and she will want 
nothing that China produces which she may not obtain more profitably 
elsewhere, (except tea;) and California promises, like France, to be a 
wine producer rather than a tea consumer. Some of her people will 
make large profits from a forwarding and commission business — a fac- 
torage for the interior States of the Union, when communication by rail 
shall be opened with the shores of the Pacific, and steam shall traverse 
this ocean to bear away the rich products of Asia ; but California, as a 
State, must always, in my humble opinion, have a very minute interest 
beyond her own limited consumption in the China trade, unless the 
laws of commerce, exchanges, and circulation, are subjected to an entire 
revolution. I do not regard her as possessing nearly so great an inter- 
est in the subject as Oregon, though she may offer the best line for the 
transit of a railway. 

The idea suggested by the late Secretary of the Navy, that the United 
States would find profit by substituting the use of tobacco for opium in 
China, was founded also on a very limited acquaintance with the pro- 
ductions of China, [f there is a people on earth more addicted than 
any other to the tobacco-pipe, the Chinese are that people. Almost 
every man you meet carries his pipe and tobacco-pouch. Tobacco is 
now one of the principal staple productions of central China, and she 
is a very large exporter of that article to California, to Singapore, to 
the entire southeastern archipelago. If our statesmen operate on such 
calculations as that referred to, the results must prove disastrous, unless 
other elements, now unforeseen, arrive to prevent great loss. 

To return to the main subject: the tranquilizing of China is an object 
of deep interest to the United Siatjea, bec^xi^e, 
4,. It preserves her nationality, axiOi \V\^xt>xv\a^^\x^^ 
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rrikatkm of trade oflfers such a broad theatre for American enterprise, 
uid promises such a vast area for American commerce. If her nation- 
dity shall be lost, other powers will bear away the prize of that com- 
merce. 

2^. Close the existing avenues of trade, and human intelligence can- 
30t foresee where, how, or under what new force, it may take anew its 
iirection. Great Britain wants it to pass to India through a western 
EDland port, for the opening of which her statesmen have repeatedly 
applied unsuccessfully to China. Keying, one of the most enlightened 
among the Chinese, saw the effect of this proposition in the condition 
of the principalities ol India, and uniformly resisted the grant. 

3. Keep open the trade from Shanghai, and China will compete suc- 
cessfully with Great Britain and France for the supply of the American 
market with silk piece goods, and she will take in return American 
cottons, d|:ills, and sheetings, until the Manchester brands will not be 
known in ^his part of Asia. The southern planting States must find 
their interest in China through this medium. The valley of the Missis- 
sippi and the valley of Yangtsze have such various products as to sus- 
tain a profitable commerce with each other, both in raw staples and in 
manufactures. 

4. Tranquilize China and elevate her condition, to the end that Rus- 
sia and Great Britain shall not make partition of her noble domain ; 
and that the former may not disturb the valuable fisheries which, in 
the North Pacific, will reward American enterprise and develop the 
resources of Oregon and Washington. 

I believe that had I been, in April last, authorized to offer some such 
plan as I have marked out, and had been assured of the assistance of 
the naval force of the United States in these seas, on the contingency 
stated in the first part of this letter, (the protection of American com- 
merce as regulated under a grant from his Majesty,) the result might 
have been attained. I deem it yet attainable, and that a vast Ameri- 
can interest may thus be cherished into life and prosperous action in 
China, to grow and flourish with signal benefits to botn countries. 

Aware of the settled cardinal pohcy which has ever ruled our public 
councils^-of preserving absolute neutrality in the contests bf other na- 
tions — I have deemed it my duty not only sedulously and carefully to 
abstain from act or suggestion in contravention of it on my own part, 
but with every energy of which I am master to impress it on the citi- 
zens of the United States in China. I shall continue to pursue the 
same course unless otherwise advised by you. But I have considered 
myself as authorized, under the confidence which exists in our rela- 
tions at present, to develop my thoughts upon this subject to the Presi- 
dent, as I verily believe he cannot draw such glory to his administra- 
tion from any other source of subject as from the policy to China which 
I have herein indicated. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, Secretary of State, Washington. 

14 



210 £L Doc. 123. 

[OflScial — ^No. 23.] Legation of the U. S. A., Shakohai, 

July 26, 185a 

Sir: I enclose herewith a system of municipal reeulations for the 

government of foreign residents in Shanghai, which have been sab- 

' mitted by her Britannic Majesty's consul to the vice-consul of the 

United States at this port for his approbation ; and also two letters of 

the former relating to the said regulations. 

My object, in thus anticipating the proper period to present this sab- 
ject, is to obtain the views of the Presiaent, if possible, to guide my 
action when the matter shall become a topic for discussion between 
the imperial commissioner of China, the British and French plenipo- 
tentiaries, and myself, which will occur quite as early as I can receive 
your reply. It is extremely probable that this subject, in a general 
aspect, has been submitted sJready to the Foreign Office in London; 
and therefore I do not anticipate any essential modification of the reg- 
ulations as now presented, from the discussion thereof by the local aih 
thority here and the consuls of England and the United States. 

The consul of Great Britain, as you will see by passages of Us 
second letter, which / have underscored^ is guided by instructions from 
his government, at least as to the principles on which this settlement 
may be consummated. In present as well as in the remote conse- 
quences, this is an important affair to the citizens of the Unii^ States 
residing in China. It may be considered also as matter of importance 
to the government, as connected with the future relations of Shanghai 
and the western terminus of a Pacific railroad ; for I have no kind nf^ 
doubt that Shanghai is destined to become the ^eaJtest city of eastern Asuh 
and most intimately of all connected with America* These regulations will 
have a direct effect upon her future fortunes. 

After the treaty of Nankin was ratified, (August, 1842,) it seems a 
memorial was presented to the Emperor; in reply to which, he directed 
the local authority at Shanghai to consult with the consuls, and to 
allow " merchants and others of all nations to bring their families to 
the fi^ve ports, and to reside there," in accordance with the treaty stip- 
ulations; /or the Emperor always regarded his treaty with Great Brit- 
ain as inuring to the benefit of all nations, and was not induced to that 
liberality by the advice of Sir Henry Pottinger, as has been someriines 
alleged. Under this direction fi-om the Emperor, the intendant of this 
circuit entered into an arrangement with Mr. Balfour, the British con- 
sul, whereby a large tract of ground outside of the city walls, between 
the Yang King Pang and Lekea Chang, (two creeks,) were set apart j 
for settlement. In the language of the intendant's proclamation, it was j 
arranged "that the ground north of the Yang King Pang and south of tk 
Lekea Chang should be rented to English merchants for erecting their 
buildings and residing upon." The authority from the Emperor, a^, 
you will see, was to grant for the use of all nations ; but the action o( 
the intendant confined it to the use of English merchants. However, b^- ^ 
fore any proclamation was made by the intendant and Captain Balfe8r» ^ 
(which bears date in November, 1845,) Mr. Cushing had secured^ 
treaty of Wanghya, whereby the citizens of the United States acquis 
a common right to reside and Uade al Shanghai, and there to rent m 
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hold real estate, (17th article.) In November, 1846, the intendant and 
the British consul issued a proclamation, and certain land reflations 
applicable to the district between the creeks aforesaid, of which I send 
you herewith a printed copy which I have secured. By reference to 
the 14th and 21st regulations you will perceive that this ground was 
considered as dedicated for an English settlement or quarter^ and was to 
be held as a district within which none but a British sutuect could set- 
tle except by consent of her Majesty's consul, and within which the 
British subject was to have the right of pre-emption. It happened that 
this concession included more land than her Majesty's subjects could 
occupy within any reasonable time, and almost all that is very con- 
venient for trade. The most convenient anchorage fronts this con- 
cession. 

Mr. Woolcot was the only American citizen at Shanghai at the time 
these things were done. He lived inside of this concession, and hap- 
pened to be appointed to act as consul for the United States. When 
ne raised the American flag the British authorities interfered, and de- 
nied the right to fly the consular flag of any other nation inside of the 
British settlement, and Mr. Woolcot pulled down the American flag. 
Mr. J. Alsop Griswold was shortly afterwards appointed consul for the 
United States, and came to Shanghai to reside. He raised the flag in 
front of his consulate, and inside of the concession to the English mer- 
chants, as it was called. The British consul again interposed, but Mr. 
fGrisyvold determined to float the national ensign in front of the consu- 
' late of the United States. This act was duly noted by the British 
consul. The French consul then acquired another concession of land, 
which took the ground from the city wall to the Yang King Pang, (be- 
tween the British concession and the city walls.) The American con- 
sol protested against this concession, which was at the time duly noted; 
and then the right of the local authorities and consuls to dedicate land 
in this way, in advance of the wants of the people of diflferent nations, 
BO as to create pre-emptive rights in the subjects of certain powers to 
the exclusion of others, and in abridgment of the right of American 
citizens to agree upon terms of sale or leasing with the Chinese land- 
holders,' arose and became matter for discussion between the imperial 
commissioner. Sen, and my predecessor, Mr. Davis, of Indiana. The 
honorabte commissioner at first, like a fair jurist, discountenanced the 
right to make any such concession by the local authority of this circuit ; 
but, as the discussion proceeded, his views were tempered by notions 
of expediency ; and as tne American Commissioner remained unmoved, 
Sen at length intimated that he saw no good reason to repudiate the 
Condition in which affairs had been placed by grants to the English 
*nd French, and hoped the Americans would be content to have a dis- 
Unct quarter set apart for them elsewhere. Should you choose to read, 
in the volume ol the archives of this mission, Mr. Davis's despatches, 
^d Governor Sen's replications, you will perceive that the Chinese 
^mmissioner never conceded the principle that the local authority of 
Shanghai could create an exclusive right in the English merchants to a 
district of unoccupied land by such a machinery as the so-called "con- 
^iesfiion;" but he aesired to waive all difficulty, and lo ^\aLe^\^^ caXvl^xi^ 
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of the United States on a similar fi>oting by making tbem parties to i 
similar arrangement. His excellency Mr. Davis despaired of bringng 
the Chinese commissioner to assert the proper principle, and condudd 
to postpone the discussion until some case should arise to bring tbe 
rignls of parties to a practical test. 

The American consul himself soon presented an opportunity to have 
the case reviewed. He purchased ground inside of the British conco- 
sion, and settled the terms with the owners of the land« and* preseoled 
his conveyance for the seal of the intendant, and for registration ai the 
consulate of the United States, without in anyway recognising the n^ 
of the British consul to interfere in the transaction. His deed was a* 
amined, sealed, and registered accordingly, apparently without questioB; 
and the matter of the "concession" to the use of English merchant 
exclusively seemed to have received a practical solution, consis^nt witji 
the rights and claims of citizens of the United States, under the irea^ 
between the United States and China. 

But without the knowledge of the United States consul the intendant ioj 
submitted the deeds to Mr. Gnswold to the British consul for his apprond; 
so that the only point really decided was the registration of the convey* 
ance at the consulate of the United States instead of that of her Bri- 
tannic Majesty. In the spring of 1852, however, Mr. Roundy, aa 
American citizen, purchased land within the British concession, and Mr. 
Cunningham, the vice-consul of the United Stales; sent in the convey- 
ance to be examined and sealed by the intendant, and returned for re- 
gistration at the consulate of the United States. The intendant informed 
the vice consul that the conveyance must be submitted to her Britannic 
Majesty's consul, and must be registered in his office. This the vice-con- 
sul promptly but firmly refused to do ; and thereupon gave the intendint 
forty-eight hours within which to perform his duty, according to tbe 
interpretation of it adopted by the authorities of the United States, or 
to close the communication between the authorities of the United Stales 
and China at this port. 

The intendant yielded, and returned the conveyance duly sealed and 
ready for registration. The British consul then addressed a remon- 
strance ; whereupon, the vice-consul issued a proclamation to the citizens 
of tbe United States declaratory of the course to be pursued by them 
in obtaining lands, and this paper distinctly rcpudia/e(i the Validity or 
binding force of the British concession. This proclamation was offi- 
cially protested by the British consul, and referred, with the papers, to 
her Majesty's plenipotentiary, and by him to the Foreign OflSce at Lon- 
don. The instructions referred to by the letter of the consul, now sub- 
mitted, is the reply from the home government ; and, wnatever maybe 
their exact tenor, it is palpable that Great Britain does not intend to 
insist on an exclusive right to the dedication to possible future, uses for 
her subjects, which the "concession" originally attempted to effect, 
aMid which would have amounted virtually to an abridgement of rights, 
under the treaty, of citizens of the United States to purchase or rent 
lands from Chinese proprietors at Shanghai. The foregoing brief luar 
tory of a matter which has been in dispute for several years, in a sort 
oi' tripartite war, (upon papeT,yV)etweeivGx^^\.'SfcxSisi\\i>GtLina^ and the 
United States, is necessary, to save ^om iS[i^ \io\i5cAa oil ^KiK5»K«v^^^s^ 
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B Yolume of documetits to obtain a correct understanding of the 
!• It will also enable the President to appreciate the questions 

arise upon the subject of municipal regulations now presented. 
I now submit some observations upon those questions for his con- 
tion. 

; exemption from taxation, and from the general force of the reg- 
is, which is claimed for the Chinese pubhc offices and her Bri- 
; Majesty's consulate, (which occupies about 30 acres of ground,) 

to me incorrect in principle, yet as not presenting an insur- 
able objection, provided the lands hereafter acquired by the 
i States for public purposes shall in like manner be exempt from 
jtii That the United States will lease for workshops, naval store- 
5, warehouses, dock and other purposes, as jail and prison-yards, 

do not doubt, and the sooner, m my opinion, the better, 
jem the machinery provided by the seeond section quite objec- 
le, in so far as it inhibils the transfer of property between for- 
•s, except through the instrumentality of a consul, and upon a 
nty to oDserve these regulations. This may have been necessary 
the regulations derived their force dBy from the voluntary obp- 
5 of the residents, but cannot be neces^ry when they shall asfume 
gnity of permanent laws. 

? approval by the intendant of circuit which is required in the 3d 
ition, is a very bad construction put on the 17th article of our 
. My construction is, that where no impediment exists to a. 
er by a Chinese proprietor to a citizen of the United States, and 
urties themselves agree as to terms, the sale may be consummated 
ut the intervention of the public authorities. Every c^|^ of 
ilty that arose at Canton, sprang from the exercise of magisWrial 
r on the part of the Chinese officers over Chinese who proposed 
1; and it seemed to be easy for them to avoid every sale by the 
)osition of objections, of the validity of which the officers them- 
8 were the judges. The same remark is applicable to the case 
pending at Funchowfoo. 

the fifth section, I would withdraw from the consuls the power to 
mine the extension of roads, wharves, jettees, &c., as a matter 
jn to their duties, and vest the same in a committee of the resi- 
I appointed by the tax-payers. The President will see the character 
xation these people live under from the 7th section of these regu- 
is. A mow is one-third of an acre, and the government tax of 

cash per mow, is about three dollars per acre! The fields, much 
mile than those near Canton, pay about seventy-five cents per 
and tax. 

e eighth section I regard as wholly objectionable, as creating 
ous distinctions against the Chinese, and exercising exactly the 
of exclusiveness towards them which we now complain of when 
sed towards ourselves. It cannot be sound pohcy to segregate 
^pulations, and, instead of prohibiting the settlement of Chinese 
g the foreigners, it should be invited. None will exercise the 
^ge unless he is some man of fortune, who will prefer the ^V^Wck^ 
feigners to that of the Chinese. One such Teula cAiea^^ ^n^\^ 
^V3 foreign residence, in which be resides, iu iVve un.d^\. ot ^^ ^^x- 
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eign settlement in Shanghai, quite as decently and quietly as any one 
else here. Prejudices will only give way before long-continued pleas^ 
ant social intercourse, and I anticipate great effect to be produced bj 
inviting the Chinese gentlemen to live among the Americans and Eng- 
lish. It is bad policy to exclude them. 

The ninth section, as it stands, is subversive of justice, and entirely 
concurs in that false construction of our own treaty by some of my 
predecessors, which has given rise to such oft-repeated troubles. To 
compel a Chinese to part with his private property, in order that a 
foreigner may have it for his private uses, by establishing for the prop- 
erty a price which the owner shall be compelled to accept, never could 
have entered into the head ot a wise and just negotiator, as was Mr. 
Gushing. 

The seventeenth article of the treaty is unfortunately expressed. I 
apprehend the true construction to be given is this : The citizens of 
the United States residing at any of the open ports shall enjoy all proper 
acconunodation in obtaining houses and places of business, or in hiring 
sites from the inhabitants on whicji to construct houses and places a 
business. This part of thelfclause, as it relates to private uses, must 
be left to the mutual agreejaaent of parties, unless it be determined to 
condemn a quarter for the occupancy of foreigners. In that case, the 
site will be selected by the authorities of the two countries, having doe 
regard to the feehngs of the Chinese in its location. So, if a site is to 
be condemned for a church, a hospjxal, a cemetery, or other public pur- 
pose, the authorities may intervenei'to take the ground at a fixed value, 
just as a piece of land is condemned for a roadway in the United States, 
thrMfih the intervention of a jury tad a writ of ad quod damnum. But 
to let a foreigner take a Chinaman*^ property, at a price to be agreed 
upon by quasi arbitrators, whenever he wants it, and only because be 
wants it, whether the Chinese desires or not to part with it, is moo-* 
strous, to my sense of justice ; yet suck seems to be the idea conveyed 
by the ninth section of these regulations.' v This section may be modi- 
fied to meet my construction ol" the 17th article of the treaty, by in- 
serting the words "for pubhc uses" after the word "land,'* in the first 
line, and striking out the words "foreigner may refer the matter to his,'' 
in the 6th line, and also the words underlined. 

The tenth section, down to the word " straw," is but a repetition of 
treaty rights, and therefore supererogatory. The President will per- 
ceive that wharfage duties on all goods landed is a measure this foreign 
settlement proposes as a means of raising revenue to carry on their 
public improvements ; it is a local tax upon commerce, which the im- 
porter pays primarily, but the Chinese consumer will pay ultimately, 
as 1 presume the consignee is certain to add it to the price of the article 
taxed. It is fair that a wharfage tax should be paid for the use of good 
granite jetlees, erected at the expense of the foreign residents. I see 
nothing onerous in this; and I think a small tax on every American 
ship, in order to build a jail for the accommodation of the disorde^r 
sailors they daily turn loose on this community, would in like manner 
be proper. This course must \>e lesoxved lo^ unless the government 
will erect such an establisbmenl on \\,a ovm ^towtv^. 
Having thus run througYi tVieae iegoV«X\ona,\^*^ Oa^xN^^^^^HB. 
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J lace is singularly situated in resjwct to the government of its popu- 
Ltioa. Over the citizens of the United States,* the English, the 
French, the laws of China do not prevail. The citizen of the United 
States will be governed by no authority but the law of his own 
country. He denies all municipal authority over him unless sanc- 
tioned by the Commissioner. I tnink the community requires a mu- 
nicipal code for the regulation of conveyances of real estate, and 
for the regulation of the streets and wharves, and the preservation 
of public order. The taxes imposed are 8elf-impos«d by a meeting, 
after a repubhcan fashion, in which men from all nations — Enghsh, 
Americans, Parsees, Germans and French — unite. The municipal 
code being ratified by Great Britain and the United States and 
France, is a common law, in accordance wi0 their treaties, in every 
particular, and infractions of it can be punished before the consuls 
of each respectively, without either interfering with the subjects or 
citizens of the other. 

The matter is too important in its general bearings for me to consent 
to any system unless upon consulting first the President, whose atten- 
tion I now respectfully invite to this communication, with the hope 
that he will favor me with his opinion of the policy of coinciding 
in a just system of local regulations at as early a day as his con- 
venience will permit. 

I am your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY; MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State* 



The British Consul to Mr* Cunningham^ 

•British Consulate, Shanghai, 

^ May 23, 1853. 

Sir: Certain regulations, known as "Regulations for the land set 
apart for the residence of British subjects by the Chinese local au- 
thorities," which were settled and agreed upon shortly after the 
opening of the port by her Britannic Majesty's consul. Captain Bal- 
four, and Kung Moo Ken, intendant of circuit, having given rise to 
embarrassing questions of an international character, a reference on 
the subject was made some time back to her Majesty's plenipoten- 
tiary, and instructions lately received irova her Majesty's government 
lead me to hope that it may now be easy to remove all further 
difficulties or sources of doubt connected with the occupation of land 
by British and foreigners within the limits specified. Her Majesty's 
government have no desire whatever to assert either exclusive right 
or jurisdiction over the unappropriated land. The only object con- 
templated in the framing of those regulations appears to have been 
the protection of British subjects, in the acquisition and occupation ot 
land, from moieatation or interference, whether from C\\\Tia^^ ^\M^^rX&> 
ameaable enly to the laws of China, or from foie\^«^% on^t ^Votsjl 
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neither the savereign of China nor the British authorities ootdd/by 
treaty, exercise atiy jurisdiction. In other words, they were designed 
to secure the enjoyment of privil^es akeady guarantied by treaty, 
and without jn-ejudice to the rights of any other nation. If this legiti- 
mate end, therefore, can be satisfectorily attained by other means, the 
formal annulling of such regulations can present no difiBculty; and oo 
many grounds it would seem desirable that a code of municipal lawi 
or regulations, under the guaranty of all the foreign powers who haie 
interests at staker in this port, should be substituted, resting upon a 
broader and more assured basis, and so framed as to set at rest invidi- 
ous questions of exclusive rights and nationalities. There is much le 
be gained in other respects by the simplification of the old regulatioos, 
and the better adaptation of their provisions to the actual circumstances 
jlnd wants of this cosmopolite colony on Chinese soil. They have ne 
doubt answered a good end in promoting the rapid increase of the ee^ 
tiement, and securing it for a time from many sources of obstructioi 
and injury, for which no other or equally effective machinery was avail- 
able. But having, during th^ first critical period, answered the main 
purpose for which they were designed, there is the less cause for re- 
gret that they should now make way for others better adapted to »^ 
cure the same ends. 

I have therefore the honor to enclose, for your consideration and 
opinion, a draft code, the substitution of which, with the concurrence 
of all the foreign consuls at the port, and the taoutae, as the chief local 
authority, it is conceived might oe readily effected to the advantage of 
all. If sanctioned by the ministers of foreign powers in China, and 
ultimately confirmed by their governments at home, questions as to their 
validity and application to all foreigners, without distinction, would be 
at an end. The eflfect of these new regulations will be to convert the 
grant originally obtained from the Chinese authorities for the use of the 
British especially, by Captain Balfour, before any other consular rep- 
resentative had arrived, and before, indeedr€tfjy4^tner than British trea- 
ties had been signed, into a grant for the ^se of all foreigners, and lo 
place the whole (with the exception of certain limited localities reserved 
iti the beginning) under the joint control and supervision of the consuls 
of foreign powers and the Chinese local authorities; the renters haviic 
the management of the details and of all the funds, &c*, connected wi£ 
the roads, jettees, or other municipal purposes, in their own hands. 
• If you and my other colleagues concur in the expediency of adt^- 
ing these regulations, no time need be lost in taking the taoutae's opm- 
ion ; after which, I will transmit the whole of the documents to her 
.Britannic Majesty's plenipotentiary. His excellency will then have the 
opportunity of consulting with the ministers of France, the United 
fetates, and Portugal, in this country, previous to the transmissioD of 
I the papers to the Foreign Office in London. 

it have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

RUTHERFORD ALCOCK, 

Her Britannic MtgettyU ConmL 



H. Doc. 12S. tl7 

' Whereas ciertmn regulations, entitled '* Regulations for the land set 
ipert for the residence of British subjects by the Chinese local au- 
thorties and her Britannic Majesty's consul at Shanghai, in 
, PreamWe. ©^jj^gj^ and communication togetlier," were settled and 
igreed upon by Captain Balfour, her Britannic Majesty's said consul, 
lod Kung Moo Ken, intendant of circuit, &c. ; and whereas the said 
regulations were, on the 24th day of September, 1846, duly published 
wd deckired to be in full force aid effect ; and whereas doubts hav- 
ing arisen as to the validity of such regulations in cases where foreign- 
ers not British subjects are concerned, and as to the power of enforcing 
^m against all persons coming within the limits aforesaid, and it 
being expedient and necessary for the peace, and comfort, and well- 
bang of all who reside within the said limits, that a code of regula- 
UoDS landing upon all foreigners, without distinction, should be estab- 
lished and substituted in place and stead of the code above referred to, 
the following regulations have been agreed to and settled by the under- 
iigned foreign consuls, in communication with his excellency Woo, 
btendant of circuit, in place and stead of the regulations heretofore in 
force, and which are declared null and void and of no effect from the 
Jate hereof. 

Given under our respective hands and seals of office, at the port of 
Shanghai, in China, this . 

Land Regfdationi. 

1. The boundaries of the land to which these regulations apply are 
those defined in the land regulations settled and agreed upon by Cap- 

tain Balfour, her Britannic Majesty's consul, and Kung 
lii^°dS' ^^ ^^' intendant of circuit, on the 24th day of Sep- 
tember, 1846, and further defined in the agreement en- 
tered into between Rutherford Alcock, esq., her Britannic Majesty's 
consul, and Lin, intendant of circuit, on tne 27th day of November, 
1848, and set forth in the copy hereunto annexed of the cwiginal map 
attached to the said agreement. Within the boundaries aforesaid are 
certam sites — namely, the new custom-house, the naval dock-yards, and 
the Temple of Rewards, together with the land set apart for the use of 
her Britannic Majesty's government, known as the British consulate 
site — which are excepted fi:*om the operation of the now-recited regula- 
tions, and to which the same do not apply, but save, as aforesaid, all 
lands rented by foreigners within the said limits shall be held under and 
subject to the said regulations as a condition of tenure thereof. 

2. Any person desuring to rent land, or purchase houses, from the 
Chinese proprietors within the said limits, must first apply to the consul 

. or consular agent of his nation, or if there be none ap- 
bgland. "^^'^ pointed, to the consul of any firiendly power, clearly spe- 
cifying the locality, boundaries, and number of poo and 
mow of the said land ; and the said consul or consular agent will there- 

r inquire whether any impediment exists to its settlement by reason 
evious negotiation by other parties or otherwise ; and the said con- 
sul or consular agent will inquire from the other fotelga coxi&vX&^Vifc^^x 
iuch exists od the part of any other foreigaei; iptONida^ ^^^^^^^^ 
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if such impediment does exist, then, and in such case, a reasoiui* 
ble time shall be allowed the first claimant to settle for the said land or 
houses; and the failing to do so within such reasonable time, shall be 
considered and held a virtual surrender of such prior right* of settle^ 
ment; and the same shall revert to the foreigner next applying, oa 
notice to that effect being given by his consul, and no good cause shown 
why it should not revert as aforesaid. And it shall not be lawful for 
the Chinese authorities to permit any foreimer to rent, or to gtant titk 
deeds for land to any foreigner within these limits, otherwise thaa 
through the appUcation of a foreign consul, who shall first guaraa^ 
the observance of the now recited regulations on the part of the apph- 
cant concerned. 

3. It having been ascertained that no impediment as aforesaid exists 
to the renting of the land by reason of priority of claim aforesaid, refiisal 

to be bound by the now-recited regulations or otherwise^ 
and dtirdeeds?"' ^^® P^rty interested may settle with the Chinese propri- 
etors the price and conditions of sale, and will then report 
the transaction to his consular representative, and lodge with him the 
draft agreement, or deed of sale m duplicate, which the said consular 
representative will transmit to the intendant of circuit for examination 
and approval. If the sale be approved of, the deeds will be returned 
to the consul sealed by the intendant of circuit ; and the consular repre- 
sentative will thereupon summon before him both buyer and seller, and 
the said deeds will be signed and sealed, and the purchase-money paid 
in his presence, and that of a proper Chines^" IScal oflScer, and an ac- 
knowledgment for such payment will then be endorsed upon the deeds, 
together with a memorandum declaring the day and date when the 
purchaser can enter into possession. If there are graves or cofliis on 
the land rented, their removal must be a matter of separate arrange- 
ment, it being Contrary to the custom of the Chinese to include them in 
the agreement or deed of sale. 

4. The deeds of agreement or sale aforesaid having been completed, 
and the purchase-money paid, his excellency, the intendant of circuit, 

will forthwith, on ofl5cial report of the same, issue a title 
Deeds of ajgree- deed in triplicate in the form already determined upon; 
tSijate. "* ^*^ ^^ ^^ cases when such title deeds are issued to for- 
eigners, the intendant of circuit will send a copy thereof 
to the several consular representatives of foreign powers at Shanghai, 
to enable them to keep a complete register of the land rented by for- 
eigners within the said limits, and enter the lot in its proper place on a 
map to be filed at the ofl5ces of the said consulates for reference. 

4. It is clearly understood and agreed to, that land surrendered by 
the various foreign renters to public use, such as roads and the beach 
Land mrren- grounds of the rivers within the aforesaid limits, shall 
dered for pubtic remain to the same uses as fully, and to the same pur- 
«•«. port and effect, as in the said former regulations men- 

tioned and set forth ; and as new lots are acquired, such parts thereof 
as are beach ground shall be held under and subject to similar uses; 
and due provision shall be made for the extension of the lines of roads 
at present laid down as means of communication in the settlement. To 
this end the foreign consuia and iive. mietid^xiX. ol cvtcxsiv^wSi^ al the b^ 
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ginning of each year, together examine the map and determine what 
new lines of road are necessary; and land subsequently required to be 
rented shall only be granted with the proviso, expressed or understood, 
that the renter shall surrender the beach ground aforesaid, if any, and 
the land acquired for such roads ; and in no case shall land surrendered 
as aforesaid, either heretofore or hereafter, be resumed, nor shall any act 
of ownership be exercised over the same by the renters thereof, not- 
withstanding they shall pay the Chinese government ground-rent re- 
s^ved thereon. 

6. When land is rented, stones must be laid to delBne the boundaries 
thereof, but under the supervision of the consul applying for the land, 

who, in concert with the Chinese local authorities, will 
•ton^tobepUoed ^^® ^^® necessary instructions to the renter for placing 
* these land-marks, so that they may not interfere with the 
lines of road or the boundaries, or in any other way give cause for lit- 
igation and dispute hereafter. 

7. There is an assessed annual rent or land-tax reserved to the Chi- 
nese government on all land rented by foreigners within the said limits, 
^^^. at the* rate of 1,600 cash per mow. The period of pay- 
Cbineie land-tax. j^^ ^j^j^ ^^^^ j^ de6nitely fixed for the fifteenth day of 

the twelfth month of each Chinese year, on which day the next ensu- 
ing year's rent is payable in full and in advance by the renter. The 
intendant of circuit will address the several consuls ten days previous 
to this period, who will direct the respective renters to pay the amounts 
due on their lots to the government banker, who will thereupon give 
receipts in triplicate for the same. Should a renter pass the period 
fixed and not pay the reserved rent, the intendant of circuit will request 
the consul, under whose jurisdiction the defaulter is, to recover the 
same. 

8. Renters of lots requiring to transfer their interest therein to other 
parties must give due notice thereof to the consul under whose jurisdic- 

tion they are, who will communicate the same to the 
Traoffer of lots. q^Jj^^ foreign consuls and the intendant of circuit, that 
the transfer may be recorded and the actual renter or holder thereof 
may always be known. Within the said limits, Chinese subjects may 
not rent or hold lands or houses from or under foreigners; nor may a 
Chinese proprietor rent or let lands or houses to another Chinese, or 
build new houses or sheds or open houses. 

9. In the settlement and renting of land within the said limits, due 
regard must be had to the feelings of the Chinese people and their 

vested rights. If the rent or price demanded by the 
priw^*™*"^ ^^ Chinese for his land or houses is higher than is usually 

or can feirly be demanded for property of the same de- 
scription, the foreigner may refer the matter to his consul, who will 
agree with the intendant of circuit on an equitable price for the same, 
which the said proprietor, after hamng once signified his willingness to sell 
by entering into treaty for the same^ may be compelled, in accordance 
with provisions of treaties in force, to accept ; and his excellency the 
taoutae will, upon requisition of the said consul, take the necessary 
steps to that end. 
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10. The (quantity of land within the said limits rented at any one 
tkne by foreigners, indiTidually or collectively, must depend upondieir 
requirements, and the uses to which it is to be applied. 
Extent of lott After foreigners have rented land, they may build bouses 
SiecL '***** *^ thereon, for the residence of their own families and de- 
pendants, and the storing of lawful merchandise. They 
may make pubuc roads, gardens, or places of recreation ; erect churches, 
hospitals, cnaritable institutions, scnools, and buildings forlpublic pur^ 
poses, but not straw sheds, bamboo or wooden houses or buildings of 
mflammable kinds; nor must they store within their premises contm- 
band goods, or merchandise likely to endanger life or cause injury to 
individufds, such as gunpowder, sulphur, large quantities of sf)ihts, and 
such like* If articles of these kinas be brought to Shanghai, a place 
must be fixed upon, by the authorities in commimication together, and 
if such location oe 'Within the boundaries, it must be sufficiently distant 
from the other dwellings and warehouses to prevent danger thereto; 
the public roads must not be encroached upon or obstructed, as by 
scafiolding for the purpose of building, timber logs, stones, bricks and 
other building materials, or by projecting eaves or houses, or grate or 
door-steps to entrances ; by the neaping up of goods for any length of 
time; and such like individuals must not be inconvenienced by the ac- 
cumulation of filth running out of gutters upon the roads, firing of guns, 
causelessly creating noise or disturbance, furious riding or driving, or 
the leading horses up and down the chief thoroughfares f(H* exercise, 
or by any act coming legitimately within the meaning of the term 
nuisance. 

J 1. It being expedient and necessary that some provision should be 
made for the makmg of roads, building public jettees and bridges and 
keeping them in repair, cleansing, lighting, and draimng 
te^ aMeStmen^ ^^^ settlement generally, and establishing a watch or 
on land and whaif- police force, the foreign consuls shall, at the beginning 
•S«- of each year, convene a meeting of the renters of land, 

within the said limits, to devise means of raising the requisite funds for 
these purposes ; and at such meeting it shall be competent to the said 
renters to declare an assessment in the form of a rate to be made on 
the said land, and in the form of wharfage dues on all goods landed at 
any place within the said limits ; and to appoint a committee of three or 
more persons to levy the said rates and dues, and apply the funds so 
realized to the purposes aforesaid, or in such manner as may be agreed 
and determined upon at the said meeting ; and to that end the said 
committee shall be empowered to sue all defaulters in the consular 
courts under whose jurisdiction they are ; and in case any one or more 
of the said defaulters have no consular representative at Shanghai, 
then the intendant of circuit shall, upon application of the road com- 
mittee, transmitted through the foreign consuls, recover from such de- 
faulters the amounts due from them tor land assessments or wharfage 
dues, and pay the same to the said committee ; moreovCT, at such 
yearly meeting, the accounts of the committee for the past year shaD 
be laid before the assembled renters for their approval and sanction. 
It shall also be competent for the foreign consuls, collectively or singly* 
at the requisition of the rentera o? latiA, \o c-aJX. ^ \i\iW^c,\£«fcVa^^.t any 



H. Doc. 123. m 

Jme, giving ten days* notice of the same, salting forth the business 
apan which it is convened, for the consideration of any matter or thing 
connected with the land ; provided always, such requisition shall be 
ugned by not less than five of the said renters, and that it sets forth 
satisfactory ground for such request. The resolutions passed by a ma- 
jority at any such public meetings, on all such matters aforesaid, shall 
be valid and bindmg upon the whole of the renters of land within the 
said limits, if not less tnan one-third of them are present. The senior 
foreign consul present at such meeting shall take the chair ; and, in 
the absence of any consul, then such renter as the majority of voters 
present may nominate. If renters of land in public meeting assembled, 
as herein provided, decide upon any matter of a municipal nature not 
already enumerated, and affecting the general interests, such decision 
shall first be reported by the chairman to all the foreign consuls, and 
by them to the intendant of circuit, for their joint concurrence and ap- 
proval; without which approval, officially given, such resolution can- 
not become valid and binding upon the renters as a body. 

12. Within the said limits shall be set apart land for cemeteries f«r 
the interment of foreigners according to the rites of their respective reM- 

Cemeteries for gions or countries. In no case shall the graves of Chi- 
fbnignera; Chi- nese, on land rented by foreigners, be removed without 
nese grave*,. &c. ^he express sanction of the families to whom they be- 
long; who, also, so long as they remain unmoved, must be allowed 
eveiy facihty to visit and sweep them at the estabUshed periods ; bttt 
no ^esh interments of Chinese must hereafter be made, or coffins 
placed within the said limits, save and except in the Shaouling ceme- 
tery and the family tombs of Jft» and Lcum, especially reserved when 
the land was set apart €ls aforesaid. 

13. No foreigner or Chinese shall sell spirits or hquors, or open a 

house of entertainment within the said limits, without a 
li^^w^^openSr ^^^^'^^^ ^° ^^ *^ fr^™ ^^^ foreign consuls and intendant 
of pabHc liouaeg, of circuit collectively, and upon good and sufficient se- 
&c. curity given for the maintenance of order in their estab- 

hshments. 

14. Hereafter should any one of the foreign consuls discover a breach 
of the now-recited regulations, or should information thereof be lodged 

with him, or should the local authorities address him 
U^wT^*^^^'*^ thereon^ he shall, in every case within his jurisdiction, 
summon the offender before him, and, if convicted, pun- 
ish him summarily, either by the imposition of a fine, as for breach of 
treaty regulations, or in such other manner as may seem most expedi- 
ent. Sfiould any foreigner, who has no consular authority at Shanghai, 
commit a breach of the said regulations, then, and in such case, the 
Chinese chief authority may be appealed to, by any one or more of 
the foreign consuls, to uphold the regulations in their integrity, and 
punish the party so infringing them. 

16. Hereafter, should any corrections be requisite in these regula- 
tions, or should it be necessary to determine upon fur- 
ProviiioMl clause. ^^^ ^^^^^ ^j. gtould doubu arise as to the construc- 
tion of or powers <^uferr^d tliereby, the same iav)i«X\i^ coxi^xs^^R^ m^^kscl 
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and settled by the foreiga consuls and intendant of circuit in commufii- 
cation together, who shall equitably decide thereon. 



Mr. Alcock to Mr. Cunningham. 

British Consulate, Shanghai, 

June 20, 1853. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 27th May, 
received on the 13th instant, and am glad to observe that you concur in 
the necessity of some general system of government applicable to all 
foreigners alike ; and that your objections to the draft I transmitted to 
you in my letter of the 23d ultimo, are limited to certain specific arti- 
cles. To these I have given careful consideration, and, after discussii^ 
with you verbally the particular wounds of dissent, I now beg to offer 
a few very brief remarKS, stating now far I feel justified in assenting to 
the proposed modifications. 

Your objection to the preamble will probably be satisfactorily met by 
the omission of a single passage erased in the enclosed copy. Of 
course there can be no desire to involve you, either directly or indirectly, 
in an admission of the validity of a right which you have contested, 
and I am instructed my government has no desire to maintain ; but to 
repeal a set of laws, (under which nearly all the land has been ob- 
tained,) and substitute another code, without any reference to the first, 
might be productive of inconvenience, and is otherwise unusual. 

The exemption from the regulations claimed for the consulate site, 
on the part of the British government, and provided for in No. 1, 1 per- 
ceive you object to, on the ground that it involves exemption from 'pmic 
burdens^ which you do not consider either equitable or expedient. This 
privilege, however, would appear to exist as a right which no one can 
justly call upon her Majesty's government to relinquish, if not so dis- 
posed ; founded as it is upon the purchase in perpetuity of certain 
ground situated outside and beyond tne limits to whicn the existing r^ 
ulations applied, and under conditions of tenure whereto the Chinese 
and British governments are alone parties. One of these original con- 
ditions was the right of exemption from all foreign interference in re- 
spect to any third party, either to fix or to legislate for it. Mere tm- 
tiguity of a foreign settlement, under a code of municipal laws, from 
which the site in question might be assumed (more or less correctly) to 
desire some " consequent benefit," could not invalidate this previous 
right of exemption. Whether her Majesty's government might not fed 
as well disposed now as heretofore to continue a contribution in aid of 
the public roads, and other municipal expenses, equivalent to that which 
could be levied as a tax upon the land, were the regulations to apply 
to it, is a different question. It is, at all events, not the burden ot the 
public taxes, but the principle involved in levying them, which mj ifr 
str actions do not leave me any option in opposing. The regulations 
three and four, to whicb 8omeoo^Uoii\&tbk^ti^XL>^^ thattbey 



/ 
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inecessary, will, I think, be found conducive to a good under- 
ig between the sellers and buyers, and prove otherwise advan- 
s. The treaties supply no rules or information whatever as to 
St mode of proceedmg for the acauisition of a legal title to land 
signers. For these reasons I think the omissions would be inex- 
it- 

"egards the exclusion of Chinese renters and fresh interments, I 
lin very serious doubts of the policy of mixing with foreigners in 
me settlement a Chinese population with di&rent laws, habits, 
ustoms. Under any circumstances, I conceive the fecility of 
*n among us should be carefully guarded from abuse, and that the 
It of either the whole body, or the majority of the foreign consuls, 
. be insisted upon as the indisputable condition, 
to the interments, much may no doubt be said against our inter- 
e ; but there should, at all events, be a proviso against depositing 
. above ground — a practice already condemned by edicts from 
»al authorities. Modifications in the regulations referred to have 
nade, as you will perceive in the enclosed draft, and in the sense 
r objections. 

lall, in conclusion, be very glad if, by mutual concessions, the 
end in view can be accomplished, 
ive the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 



ial — ^No. 24.] Legation of the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

July 30, 1853. 

: I have the honor to enclose a communication addressed by me, 
; 10th instant, to the imperial commissioner at Canton. I do not 
whether that officer visits Canton frequently or not, but I pre- 
my letter will be attended to by his associate, if necessary. The 
)oint of importance m the letter is my risume of the case of Mr. 
ts. It is a very old case, one which the United States must en- 
or they may as well tear up the treaty. It has been standing as 
esent for four years, without any movement in it whatever, 
last passage in the management of the case was the categorical 
7 by Mr. Davis, of Indiana, to Governor Sen, then imperial com- 
mer, "will you pay the money or not?" to which that officer re- 
that he would not pay any more than had been collected from 
ioters, (about $300,) leaving the American claimant to lose the 
inder. Mr. Davis wrote for instructions, but as Mr. Buchanan 
tbout to retire, he left the determination of the question to his suc- 
r. When I was about to leave the United States, the Secretary 
aXe called my attention to this case particularly in his despatch 
, dated 20th September, 1862, remarking that as I would oe on 
K)t, where access could be had to all the evidence, I would "be 
ed to determine whether it was of such a character as to warrant 
Idol inlerpontion of the governments'^ You may imagine my sur- 
when I asceipined that all the evidence had been \ow:^^^o\^^w 
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before a joint commission appointed by the two governments, and tfait 
the joint commission, four years since, bad rendered its award d 
$1,400 damages to the claimant, which was less than half the amooit 
of his losses, as stated by himself; that the United Slates had peremp 
torily demanded payment, and had been met by the miserable preteooe 
that the award was of no account unless it could be collected from the 
thieves and rioters who destroyed the properly, or ran away with it 

In the first letter of instruction I received from the Secretaiy rf 
State, I was told, **in cases of this nature, where the intervention ofdx 
government shall be proper according to the public law, you will afiExd 
such official aid as may appear to you appropriate to tbe occasieii 
whether you have special instructions fit)m tnis department or not" 

Finding the responsibility of action thus devolved on me, and enter- 
taining no doubt of the liability of China to meet the award of a joiol 
commission raised under the treaty, I shall proceed, in case of any 
equivocation as to the payment under my demand, to make reprisals 
to the amount, or to blockade the port of Canton until the money ii 
paid, or to stop the sum from the duties payable to the Chinese cii>- 
tom-house ; in fine, to collect the money by any means zhort of oOtd 
war. 

Tbe practice of permitting the Chinese officers to trifle with common 
honesty, and our common sense, is extremely pernicious to the naticmal 
interests and reputation of the United States. Conciliation and kJDd- 
ness are entirely compatible with the sternest and precisest adherence 
to the rights of the citizens of the United States in China. 

I have the honor to enclose a brief correspondence between Dr. 
McCartee, at Ningpo, and myself, on the subject of an abuse of the 
American flag* I should have removed Johnson fi-om office imme- 
diately, but that I was assured by the consul of his general correctness 
of deportment, and of the inability to supply his place. I was assured 
by Johnson that he had accepted the sale without thought, or an idea 
that he was committing the flag. He voluntarily told me that he had 
done the same thing in several instances, at the instance of clerb in 
the several mercantile houses, which he would at once rectify. The 
confiscation of vessel and cargo, which indubitably followed the receipt 
of my letter at Ningpo, wUl teach the Chinese a salutary lesson who 
attempt hereafter to deal under the flag of the United States. 

The next subject to which 1 desire to call the attention of the Presi- 
dent does not fall within the exact range of the connexion between the 
State Department and this legation, but I insert it here for the sake of 
convenient reference. The President will see irom the letter of Mr. 
Cunningham that, in the absence of all naval force, there is no strength 
in the civil arm here, unless under some extraordinary exertion of it, a* 
I have made. There are now in this port at least one hundred and 
fifty sailors ashore, men of all nations, who go into the Chinese city 
ana drink and riot and brawl, daUy and nightly. They presun^e to 
defy all law, because they have tried the jail and. find that they cannot 
be confined in it No other punishment has been inflicted upon tbeffl 
as yet besides confinement. They have no money from which to cal- 
7ect a fine. I earnestly request tVie ?iei\dL^wvxo ^^^ the authority to 
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e a lot of ground in this vicinity on which to erect a jail, with a 
I attached thereto, in which sailors may have air and exercise, and 
Congress shall be urged to make an appropriation for the purpose 
recting a jail thereon. The marshal can reside in the tenement, 
the fines and forfeitures will probably pay for a guard to attend the 
nises. The United States having assumed jurisdiction over their 
. citizens in China, are expressly bound to compel them to keep the 
;e, and this cannot be done so long as there is no place to confine 
delinquents in, except a loathsome hole inhabited by the foulest 
rs, and in itself so weak that a man of American energies can kick 
wray out in a few minutes. The constabulaiy force I have directed 
be discharged as soon as the public good will allow, 
have the pleasure to send herewith also tables showing the British 
orts, exports, and tonnage at this port during the past year, 
have nothing new in regard to the rebellion which is reliable, 
^ements indicate the direction of troops on the lines I have hereto- 
suggested, and the rebels prove successful in every engagement, 
line is doing dreadful work among the people of Shantung province, 
the deepest terror is said to dwell amone the courtiers at Pekin. 
am, witn sincere respect, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
[on. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. Marshall to his Excellency Yehj Imperial Commissioner* 

Legation of U. S. A. in China, Shanghai, 

July 10, 1853. 

Iir: The undersigned. Commissioner of the United States of Amer- 
to the Ta Tsin empire, having learned, at an interview which he 
1 lately with his excellency I-Iiang, governor-general of the Siang 
Jig, &c., &c., that a communication addressed in the month of April 
by the undersigned to the prime minister at Pekin had been sent 
n Suchow to your excellency at Canton without having first gone 
vard to Pekin, has now the honor to address your excellency upon 
subject. It is curious enough that such a devious route shoulcl be 
sued by an official paper intended for the eye of his Imperial Ma- 
v; especially that delay should thus be occasioned to the transac- 
of necessary business between China and a friendly power. But 
undersigned persuades himself that your excellency has long since 
ified the mistake, as far as practicable, by forwarding the letter to 
prime minister (or the four prime ministers) at Pekin, for whose 
usal it was intended ; and he entertains a hope that you nmy al- 
ly be in pos^ssion of the reply to said note. Should such prove 
>e the tact, will your excellency be pleased to forward the said re- 
to me at this city through the hands of Peter Parker, esc\, §,ecx^VaxNi 
. interpreter to this legation^ who dwells for the ^xes^eTvX. ^\.C>^x^<3^^ 
? undersigned having forwarded his credenUala o? oSie^\.o\i\^^^»c" 
IS 
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perial Majesty through hisexcellency the governoi?-general of the Kaog 
Kiang, finds himself under a greater necessity now than heretofore to 
see that the letter alluded to snail reach its destination. If your eicd- 
lency shall think that, by any accident^ it has again gone astray between 
your excellency's hsmds BXid Pekin, the undersigned can cause a co^ 
with a proper explanation to his Imperial Majesty of the delay and^jfi 
causes, to be sent in a national vessel of the United Stales to the maa^ 
of the Peiho, where an answer can be awaited by the oflGlcer awr 
manding. The undersigned would beg your excellency to be assoie^ 
that a proper answer to that letter from tne court of Pekin is due to tW 
friendsnip existing between the Emperor of China and the goveramem 
of the United States of America. The undersigned feels every aasup 
ance that your excellency will second his efforts in this particular fa 
informing him, as soon as practicable, whether you forwarded the saw 
letter to its address, and what information you have concerning it 

Before closing this communication, the undersigned begs to call yov 
excellency's attention to some matters of business which it will be msi 
to close at once, lest the undersigned should find his public transaction 
hereafter conducted with another officer than your excellency, or witk 
your excellency in another quarter than the souths The first and the 
oldest of these is the small amount due from China for damages done by a 
mob to the property of Mr. Roberts, a citizen of the United States. Tic 
undersigned is instructed to close that case definitively, and he wiD be 
obliged to your excellency to cause to be paid the amount of theawarJ 
of the joint commission, $1,400, with interest on the same fi^om the 
date of judgment to the day of payment. The undersigned will not j 
reopen the vexatious discussion of that case with your excellency. 
Fortunately for us, the facts were settled by our predecessors, A 
damages all ascertained, the award made, and we have only to man" 
age the matter of the payment. If your excellency shall be ready to 

1)ay the amount immediately, it can be handed to the secretary of this 
egation, who is at Canton ; or, should your excellency require fiirther 
delay for such a sum, you will please to fix some early day for pay- 
ment which will be convenient to your excellency. 

Another matter has been long unsettled, to which the undersigned 
loses no time earnestly to call your especial attention. It is the matler 
of the lease to certain American citizens at Fuhchowfoo, which has 
been the subject of correspondence between your excellency and Peter 
Parker, esquire, acting charge adintetim. Eighteen months have elapsed 
since your excellency's predecessor undertook to procure intbrmatioD 
from Fuhchowfoo to guide his view of that case, but the result has 
never been communicated. The undersigned is bound to presume that 
your excellency is ready to cause the treaty to be enforced in favor of 
American citizens, and the damages to be paid which they have sus- 
tained by delaj in the enjoyment of their rights. 

The undersigned desires to close these claims without unnecesstfjf 
lelay : and he trusts your excellency will accept, on this occasion, tfe 
issurance of his distinguished consideration. • 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, [l.s.] 

To his Excellency Yeh, 

Toyperial Cowmiwioncr, fi(tM Jjcm ^ 
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Afr* MeCartee to Mr. Marshall. 

NiNaPo, July 14, 1863. 
IR : Everything having continued quiet at Ningpo, I have not had 
honor to address you for some time. Nor have I, at the present 
^ anything of importance to communicate except the fact that Chi- 
; boats have begun to hoist flags in imitation of American and Eng- 
, with the intent thereby to give the impression that they are 
med or owned by foreigners, and to evade the laws or custom-bouse 
es of this country. Mr. Meadows, her Britannic Majesty's inter- 
jer in charge, has ah-eady made a representation to the British con- 
at Shanghai on the subject, and having myself boarded a boat from 
ngfaai flying a flag not to be distinguished at a little distance from 
American fl^, (the only difference being a small cross where 
e should be stars,) I have thought, in the absence of any accredited 
:er of the United States of America, it would not be out of place to 
rm you of the fact, 
have the honor to be, &c., 

D. B. McCARTEE. 

ince writing the above, I have been applied to by three Chinese, 
) told me they belonged to a boat called the Shingfat, which they 
I had an American j/I^, and was owned by an American at Shang- 
The boat having been seized by the custom-house authorities, 
f applied to me, as they said they had been directed to do in case 
my trouble. They showed me three papers : 
sL A bill of sale from a Chinese named Alock, certifying that for the 
1 of K400 he had sold the boat Shingfat to Thomas M. Johnson, a 
zen of the United Stales of America; witnessed by W. G. Pierce 
I P. Louriero, May 2, 1853. 

d. A paper of same date, certifying that Thomas M. Johnson hadi 
rtered the boat Shingfat to Alock, at $20 per month, for piir- 
esof lawful trade, &c.; charterers to pay current expenses, port 
rges, Sec. 

d. Certificate of Alock that he had chartered the boat Shingfat 
n Thomas M. Johnson, on the terms and for the purposes above 
cified. The second paper was witnessed by P. Louriero and Hi- 
i Fogg, the third by P. Louriero and T. A. H. Duins. The boat 
ing no clearance irom Shanghai, and having entered the port of 
gpo, and attempted to land her cargo without entering it at the cus- 
-bouse, has been seized by the Chinese authorities. The Chinese 
K>ard said they were told by Mr. Johnson that the papers were suf- 
jntto enable them to pass the custom-house, and tnat in case of 
culty they were to apply for assistance to Dr. MeCartee. I told 
n r could not help them ; that they had no American sailing letter, 
'ight to fly the American flag, and no right to land goods without 
paying duties upon them at the custom-house. I have written a 
?r to Mr. Cunningham on the subject, which one of the boatmenhas 
e with. 

t is said that the officers here have been ordered toj&rcc adontilb\i* 
I to the imperial treasury to the amount of 8eveTa\\i>M\djt^<i^iD»vvsasA 
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dollars. This has been done in some other places, and is a most sui- 
cidal measure on the part of the imperialists. No more certain method 
could have been devised for driving the people into the ranks of llie 
insurgent party. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 

D. B. McCARTEE. 



Legation of th£ U. S. of America, Shanghai, 

July 18, 1853. 

Sir : I am informed by a letter ifrom Dr. McCartee, at Ningpo, that 
a vessel called the Shingfatt carrying the flag of the United States of 
America, and which purports to have been chartered by you as owner 
thereof to a Chinese subject called Alock, he having in his posses- 
sion a bill of sale to you, the charter party granted by you has been 
seized by the Chinese revenue officers at Ningpo for a violation of the 
Chinese revenue laws. 

As you are holding .an oflSce of trust and profit under the United 
States, it becomes my duty to request you to afford me such explana- 
tion of this transaction as may be within your power; and especially! 
desire you to explain whether the vessel aforesaid has been registered 
according to the laws of the United Slates ; and if so, to exhibit to me 
her papers, or to inform me by what authority she goes abroad under 
the nag of our country. 

I am, sir, yours, respectfully, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Mr. T. M. Johnson, 

Marshal of the United States of America 

for the Shanghai district* 



Mr. Marshall to Dr. McCartee. 

Shanghai, Juli/ 19, 1863. 

Sir: I have examined Mr. Johnson in regard to the case oftte 
Shingfat, and find that the bill of sale which purports to convey l^^ 
property in said vessel ho him is colorable merely, and was designed ID 
afford protection to Chinese owners. 

You will .communicate this iact to the local authorities of NingjA 
and assure them, on my behalf, that I have no intervention to make to 
the vessel or the cargo; and that, in my opinion, the punishment pr^ 
vided by law should be inflicted upon the guilty parties. 

I am satisfied that Johnson merely lent his name without any consii' 
eration ; and this is not the only case. The real parties are not yet ex* 
posed, I think. Please to demand the bill of sale and charter partji 
and return them to me to be destroyed. As to the vessel, thecar^. 
and the Chinese, let them be passed to the sole management of iW 
Chinese public authorities. 
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practice of simulating the flag of the United States is a poor de- 
every vessel that hoists such a bastard flag proclaims her own 
character^ and, as an illegitimate trader, is subject to seizure by 
and everywhere. 

ag has thirteen red and white stripes, and the union is a blue 
with white stars — one for each State, (thirty-one.) 
nay come close to it, but if they J? not fly the actual flag^ they 
iw that their own business is unfair, and their flag exposes them 
re, instead of protecting them, 
dbliged to you, and remain yours, respectfully, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
McCartbe, Esq., Ningpo. 

Will you* act as consulate agent at Ningpo under my appoint- 

H. M. 



Mr. Cvnningham to Mr. Marshall. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

July 23, 1853. 

I beg leave to call your attention to the urgent necessity at 
existing of afibrding me greater facilities and power for main- 
peace and order among American seamen visiting this port, 
sul Griswold has forcibly presented in his letter to the honor- 
iretary of State the great inconvenience and difiiculty to which 
States oflScers here are subjected for want of a proper jail ; the 
ce of confinement available for refractory sailors being the Chi- 
I, totally unfit for Europeans, fi*om want of cleanliness and 
3n, and strength to hold them. It is the place of residence of 
t loathsome Chinese criminals, who, unwashed and half un- 
oflen remain for years, covered with vermin and offensive sores, 
h releases them. The sailors who are sent to this prison are 
ily confined in sight and reach of these unhappy creatures. The 
nts, only divided by rails, have no floor but the earth, and are 
jd, in their construction and situation, to receive the greatest 
jummer and the severest cold in winter. That this statement 
aggerated, is shown by the feeling always evinced by the for- 
idents whenever necessity has compelled the imprisonment of 
here, and by the fact that the functionary for the time being 
bears to punish, even when he feels that punishment is required, 

by natural feelings of humanity. It is further to be observed, 
ugh effectual for retaining Chmese criminals — the dangerous 
)f whom are always confined in strong bamboo cages — the jail 

use where a party of Europeans are to be confined to it, its 
5 being of such a nature that they can force their way through 
s in a few minutes, in any part of it; and lYus W^ xe^^Xfc^^ 
id* 
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To return to the present circumstances of the port, by which I tin 
induced particularly to address your excellency, there are nowdn shbw 
upwards of sixty or seventy men from American vessels, mostly de- 
serters — some from ships that have left, and some from those now in 
port. A vessel arrives from California, where they are shipped by the 
run to this place, to take port wages on arrival to a port of discharge in 
the United States. The crew uniformly ask for their discharge, wnich 
is of course refused, when they as uniformly desert ; and there is no 
power in* existence here to prevent this outrageous infraction of the kw. 
They cannot even be put m the Chinese jail, objectionable as it is, fcr 
want of power to keep them there ; and confinement on board ship is im- 
possible, as there are no arrangements for such an unusual contingency, 
and the business of the ship would be obstructed. They roam about 
the suburbs of the Chinese city, getting into constant broils with the 
natives, in which both sides use weapons, and dangerous wounds and 
even death are the consequence. There are now four men in the Eu- 
ropean hospital from dangerous cuts and stabs, and several others at 
boarding-houses, convalescent, from like casualties. It is in vain to call 
on the Chinese authorities for aid, as their police are entirely inefficient 
against foreigners, and the force at my disposal is centred in the 
United States marshal. 

I respectfully submit that this state of things calls urgently for some 
immediate remedy ; for it is impossible for me to perform my duty and 
maintain order among this turbulent class of foreign visitors, while Jeft 
so powerless by our government. Any attempt to enforce the regula- 
tions of the port only exposes me to ridicule, as ultimate frulure is tbe 
result. 

I have tbe honor, sir, to be your most obedient humble servant, 

EDWD. CUNNINGHAM, 

Vice-Consul 0/ U. S. A. 



Mr. Marshall to Mr. Cunningham* 

Unitbd Statbs Legation, Shanghai, 

July 23, 18^. 

Sir: Your letter of this date is but confirmatory of reports wbicli 
reached my ears from other sources as to the violence and dangeroos 
riots constantly occurring between the Chinese and American sailors* 
or rather deserters. 

The laws must be mtiintained, and it is my business here to see that 
they are maintained. If you have no jail, I must devise some other 
mode of jpunishment; but I will again call the attention of the Presi- 
dent to the propriety of making an appropriation for jails, both a^ 
Sbfimghai and Canlon. In the mean time, you will raise immediately 
a sufficient constabulary force — to consist entirely of American citi* 
aens — to devote their entire lime to the public business, under sack 
regulations as you will consider shall render them most effective. Let ( 
their number be the least that w\il effect my purpose of maintaining the I 
Jaws, yet let it be equal to tVvat. Xom ^'^ V^e^e^ aroi^ Ssst xivNa fcroe st I 
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1^ ctmsiiliUei only to be used when ordered. For the expense of this 
fifitce^ at the eqd of each month you will submit to me your own certi- 
ficate, with receipts and proper vouchers, and for whatever deficit 
4here may be in the contingent fund of this mission, I will draw in your 
fytVQf on the government ot the United States. 
Yours, respectfully, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
To Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

United Statis Vice- Consul. 



Return cf the quantities and value of merchandise exported from Shanghai in one 
hundred atiid one British vessels, of thirty four thousand three hundred and 
eighty 'three tons, to the under-mentioned places, during the year ending December 
31, 1862: 



1 

1 




Quantities. 


To what eoontries expoited. 


Estimated 
value in ster- 
ling at 5s. of 

excbaofe. 


38 
46 


Nankeens picnls.. 

Silk, raw telet.. 


73 

16,913 

56 

98,960,033 

86 


London, Liverpool, and Hong Kong 

do do 

do do 

Great Britain, Nortb America, N. York, 

Sidney, Hont Kong, and Canton. 
London uid Liverpool.. 


i?740 

1,988,475 

4,900 

861,085 

650 


55 


Silk, piece goods cases . . 

Teas povnds.. 

Woul bales.. 




Hemp 


Livenool 


095 




China ware picvls.. 

Brafs ware > do .... 


864 
566 


....do 

,,,.do 


4,SS 
990 








810 














9,141,845 



NoTS — A picnl is ]33f pounds avoirdupois. 



232 



H. Doc. 128. 



Betum of the quantities and value of mercktmdiH in^^tsd into tks port of Skaagr 
kai in one hundred and four British vessels, of thirty-six thousand seven hundnd 
and sixty one tons, from the countries and places under-mentioned^ during (k 
year ending December 31, 1862 : 



Deiiomiiuition of aiticlet. 



QumntltiM. 



Wbtt OOfVtllM 

iin|Mrt«d. 



iu««tSi.«r 



13 



47 



19 

90 



BRITISH MA1IUPACTIJRB8 AMD 8TAPLK ABTICLBB 

Mamtfactytrei qf cotton. 

Long cldtha, grey piecei.... 

Long cloths, white do 

Printed cottons do 

Drills do 

Fancy 

Velvets 

Handkerchiefr, down 



1,907,477 

196,503 

19,095 

8,900 



Manufadurei of wooZ. 

Broad cloths, kc chang. 

Long ells do.... 

Camlets do..., 

Bombazetts pieces. 

Inferior woollens 



9,917 



80,985 

58,869 

65,170 

800 



London.. 



Liverpool. 



MiseetUuuoui artieU$,raw and mamtfadwrtd. 

Iron nail-rod, kc piciUs... 

Lead do 

Tin do 

Tin plates ....boxes... 

Flints do 

Glass and glass ware 

Buttoos 



4,904 

10,698 

1,385 

171 

4,584 



Canton. 

Hong Kong . 



Ih'odueU of India and o^ier eoiMfruf . 

Bf che de mer piculs . . . 

Birds' nests do 

Cloves do.. .. 

Pepper do 

Rittuns do 

Wood, sandal do 

Wood,npan do 

Wood, ebony do 

Wood, laka do 

Mangrove bnrk do 

Carrying trade, Chinese prodnce 

Sugar — sundries 



845 
115 
951 
3,938 
13,338 
5,194 
9,994 
10,488 
4,401 



British India.. 
Singapore..... 



South Sea islands. 



£63S,95 

108,187 

9,517 

104,99 

il,7tt 

554 



70,87* 
1&,1M 
S3.99 
<•» 
4,W 



3,ISt 
14,710 

1,H« 



1,711 



5,« 

4» 

1,W 

7,« 

3,« 

3,89 
«,« 
I6.Mi 
14, 8B 



1,104.8» 



[OflScial — ^No. 25.] Legation of U. S. A., Shanghai, 

August 4, 1853. 

I submit to the consideration of the President the accompanying cor 
respondence between the secretary of this legation and myself. 

The assumption of the secretary ihat official despatches from the 
State Department addressed to him are not subject to my inspeciioo* 
and that the secretary may have a distinct line of corresjxjndence with 
the Department of State without the privity of the Commissioner, can 
only be maintained, in my opinion, by subverting all order in the lega- 
tion, and by depriving the Commissioner of all rank he may hold supe- 
rior to that of employes in the legation. The propensity to controversy 
which the reverend secretary exhibits may find its origin in disappointea 
ambition ;* but I would hope that it springs firom some other cause. It 
IB, at any rate, very unpleasaol. 1 aeud !s\i* Y^ket's letters to me in 
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the original, that you may see his chirography, and the reason why I 
prefer to pay a copyist six hundred dollars per year to write my official 
papers legibly, rather than to put them into a manuscript which can 
scarcely be deciphered. Doctor Parker's duties as a secretary being 
now performed satisfactorily by my Chinese writer, I think, for the 
appropriation, I could procure at Macao or hereabouts, temporarily, a 
competent interpreter. His place can be supplied by one equally com-- 
petent without great trouble* 1 have no desire, however, for his removal 
from office, provided I cao hmve his services as interpreter wherever 
the pubUc interest may ceqaire me to go, which he will not render, as 
you will perceive from his declarations in the last of his letters. I think 
the pubUc interest will be most promoted by my remaining here, and 
by reaching Pekin as soon a» may be practicable. Doctor Parker is 
so tied down to Canton by his medical practice, that he cannot regard 
the public interest separated from his own private affairs, and if he 
shall be compelled to relinquish Canton or his office, he will surrender 
the last. The President can determine the case. At all events, I trust 
the secretary may be corrected in his idea that my duties may be car- 
ried on in a qiiasi partnership with my secretary, and that he may | 
receive a more just appreciation of his respectable position than he i 
uow entertains. 

I enclose herewith a letter which I received a few days since from 
the consul at Canton. I do not perceive that I can add anything to 
the representations it contains. The Chinese government may estab- 
lish the rate at which Mexican dollars shall be received in payment of 
duties and taxes, and this will have some tendency to establish the 
Same rate of value for their circulation in commercial exchanges. But 
the evils which paralyze commerce in China at present are to be found 
in her political and social systems, not in the mere scarcity of dollars 
for the moment. 

Mr. Forbes has left China for the United States, to be absent for a 
year, and probably longer. The duties of his consulate are left in 
charge of Mr. D. Spooner, his partner in business, and, so far as I 
know, a very competent person. But it may be well to observe to you 
that, in my opinion, a consular agent merely has no right to discharge 
the judicial duties devolved by tne law of 1848 upon a consul, and I 
shall so decide if any case comes up before me as Commissioner. 
Aliter of a vice consul, acting under a commission as such from the 
government during the absence of a consul; because one is an officer 
Commissioned regularly and known to the law — the other is not. Whe- 
ther the vice-consul, when commissioned, may draw the salary of the 
Consul, your department can decide; with that 1 have nothing to do; 
but in the judicial line my decision is final; and therefore I apprize 
you of my opinion, in order that confusion may be avoided by sending 
Out to Mr. Spooner a commission. 

Mr. Charles Bradley, nrho sojourns at East Haddiim, Connecticut, 
Wds the office of consul at Amoy, but his son, Charles Bradley, jun., 
has been discharging the duties of the office for twelve months past. 
Irately Mr. Bradley has withdrawn the authority from his son, and 
directed him to return the seal, flag, and papers of the coi\a\Aa\a Vcws^a, 
^ut Mr. Bradley does not intimsite whether he eiLpecVs \o x^\xiL\\i \^ 
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China, or whether his purpose is to resign. The consulate at Amoyis 
therefore closed for the present; and, under the circumstances, I liavc 
thought it' would be best to wait until I could ascertain the purposes of 
Mr. Bradley, sen., especially as Amoy remains in the possession of Ae 
rebels. The business is small at best, though there is a necessity to 
have a consul there; but at present no detriment can occur by reano 
of its temporary discontinuance. 

Letters constantly arrive here from the Department of State, ad- 
dressed to "Dwight Webb, esq., United States consul at Fuhchowfoa" 
I have to say to you that no person has ever filled the consulate ^t 
Fuhchowfoo, and there has never been, and is not now, in China, such 
a person as Mr. Dwight Webb. ., 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL.! 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State. 

P. S. The Saratoga has arrived here from Japan, to go into dock 
for repairs. The rest of the fleet, [ understand, go to Hong Kong. 

H. M. 



Mr. Parker to Mr. Marshall. 

. Canton, Jutie 7, 1863. 

Sir : On my return from Shanghai I received your letter of the 6tli 
May, enclosing a despatch to me Irom the Hon. Edward Everett, Sec- 
retary of Stale, in reply to one of mine of the 24th November, 185^ 

That despatch was without any envelope but your own. As it is 
unprecedented, so far as my information extends, for the Department 
of State to send an open reply to a communication from one officer of 
the government under cover to another, I respectfully request you to 
inform me if the department has departed from its established usage 
in the present instance; or, in other terms, was this despatch under 
cover and seal to my address, like a preceding despatch from the same 
Secretary of State, which I received before leaving Shanghai? 

On the receipt of your answer I shall have the honor of addressing 
you again ; but, in the mean time, I earnestly request you will not give 
publicity to the tenor of that despatch ; by doing which you have al- 
ready subjected me to serious embarrassment. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your excellency's very obedient 
servant, 

PETER PARKER, 
Secretary of U. S. A. Legation^ Chifuij 4^., ^., ^t. 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner of U. S. A. to China. 
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Mr. Marshall to Dr. Father. 

• LtiOATION OP THB U. S. A. IN ChINA, SHANGHAI, 

July 8, 1863. 
If) reply to your letter of the 7th of June, which arrived by the 
r of the 2d instant, I have the honor to state that the despatch 
on. Edward Everett, Secretary of State, to you, to which your 
efers, came under an envelope addressed to you, in the usual 
" oflScial papers from the State Department, and under the seal of 
oartmenty and was opened by me, the contents examined, and 
patch then forwarded to you under an envelope addressed by 
^ou. 

3r, from the tenor of your note, that you regard the despatch in 
n, as well as that you received while in Shanghai from tne same 
iry of State, as your private property. To correct any such 
sion, if it exists, 1 have now to state that both of those despatches 
nal papers, belonging to the archives of this legation, and that 
11 be certain, as secretary of legntion, to deposit them and re- 
lem in their proper place and order. The address to you was 
at the time, because my arrival in China was not then known 
Slate Department. The honorable Secretary is too practical a 
atist to have thought of opening a distinct Ime of correspond- 
ith the secretary of this legation that was not subject to my su- 
on. I confess my surprise that you should have entertained the 
r a moment. 

jret to hear that my having mentioned your obtaining a leave 
*nce on account of your ill health should have subjected you to 
ibarrassment ; but, as you were complaining of your health when, 
ft Shanghai, I rather congratulated some of our mutual friends 
3u would have an opportunity to refit your health by a visit to 
ited States ; and 1 was induced to mention the fact, also, from the 
entertained of assisting you in the selection of your successor 
rimy as he was to " be agreeable to me," under the terms of your 
>f absence. 

is not indispensable to your health to avail yourself of your leave 
ence, I shall be glad if you would resume your duties as secre- 
id interpreter of this legation without dela\s and for that pur- 
Din me at Shanghai, where I shall remain for some months to 
It least. Mr. Culbeitson is not sufficiently conversant with the 
le to serve as interpreter, and is, besides, too much engaged other- 
) act as secretary. 

I am, sir, respectfully, &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Peter Parker, 
Secretary and Interpreter to the United States Legation in China. 

J. I acknowledge the receipt of your letter and translations of 
>roclamaiions. The news here is, that a portion of the rebel 
bas returned to Hupeh and Kiangsi. Mr. Meadows was at the 
:amp a few days since, and the General ey.ptease^di^cA^^^^'555o««- 
1 at the risks of missionaries. He aUuded to^t•'YvJVse^^f^ss^. 
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particularly. He verjr sensibly remarked, that his books were well 
enough ; but unauthorized persons should not come to their camp, and 
had best leave the Chinese to fight out their own battles, tfe has risen 
in my good opinion for such a sensible observation. 

H.M. 



Dr. Parker to Mr. Marshall* 

Cantox, July 25, 1853. 

Sir : I have the honor to be in receipt of your letter of July 8, in 
which you acknowledge that the despatch from the Hon. E. Everett, 
Secretary of Stale, under envelope to ray address, and under the seal 
of the State Department, you did open and the contents examine ; and 
I cannot refrain from expressing to you, with due deference, my con- 
viction that, by so doing, you have done an illegal and improper act 

I beg respectfully to state that your inference, as to the light in which 
I regard the despatch in question, is altogether gratuitous. The sim- 
ple question at issue is this: Has the Commissioner of the United States 
a right to open and examine, at his option, a despatch addressed by 
the government of the United States to another of its officers? It is 
my opinion that he has not, and that you had no more right to do so 
in the above instance than you had to open any other despatch not to 
your address. Whether I am right or not, the State Department will 
be able to decide. You intimate that this despatch was addressed to 
me, and not to you, because your arrival in China was not then known 
to the Department of State. Unfortunately for the validity of that ar- 
gument, the above fact had not prevented the address to you of other 
despatches from the same department, which you received even prior 
to your departure for the north. In the month of November last, such 
was the stale of my health as to render it highly probable that a change 
of climate might become indispensable for its restoration. As it requires 
the lapse of several months to communicate with Washington, in an- 
ticipation of what might be necessary, I applied for a leave of absence 
and obtained it ; and should it become necessary to avail myself of it, 
should not fail in due time to acquaint you of the fact, and to conform 
to the conditions of that provision. Or nad I been with you at the time 
of receiving it, I should not have hesitated to have informed you 
thereof, with the request that the subject might not be mentioned out 
of the legation until the time should come to avail myself of it, and thus 
have avoided the embarrassment and detriment to which 1 have been 
subjected 

The despatch I received in Shanghai was lost in the Larriston, 
in which I so narrowly escaped without death. The other despatch, 
together with the correspondence to which it has given rise, I " shall 
be certain" to place duly on the archives of the legation. 

My duties as secretary and interpreter to the legation I have not in- 
termitted; and as during the missions of your predecessors, Hon. 
Alexander Everett and Hon. 3. "W • Dav\Sn ^V^w ^^^wv Sxo\aG^uton, 
as they were a considerable poiuotv o? \.\i^ vvraa, ^V^^n^\ ftLQ^lw\3aK5^s» 
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fou send me for translation, or for copying and transmitting to the de- 
partment, or for enteiingupon archives, shall be faithfully and promptly 
attended to. 

As to your wish for me to join you at Shanghai, I must say it is un- 
expected and unreasonable, as I have so recendy, with your full con- 
sent and under arrangements which you approve^!, returned from that 
port. I accepted the offices I now hold from government under the un- 
derstanding that I was to discharge their duties at Canton ; and when 
that is no longer practicable, I must resign to the President of the 
United Stales the offices which I hold from nim. In an emergency, as 
you are aware, I have not hesitated at great expense and the peril of 
life itself, as the event proved, to meet it by leaving this city. 

I am sorry to say my health has swfTered gready since the exposure 
at the time of my shipwreck and during my protracted return to Can- 
ton, and it will be a long time before I perfecdy recover. 
I am, sir, respectfully, &c., 

PETER PARKER. 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner of tfie United States in China. 



Mr. Marshall to Dr. Parker. 

Shanghai, Augvst 2, 1853. 

Sir : Your letter of the 25th July, in continuation of your argument 
against the legality of my opening a despatch addressed to you under 
the seal of the Department of State, has been attentively considered, 
and is supposed to bear internal evidence of a most controversial spirit 
on your part, if not of a deliberately-formed purpose to involve me in a 
dispute. 

I ou stigmatize my conduct as "illegal" and "improper," and my 
inferences as "gratuitous," upon grounds so slight and so entirely un- 
tenable, that your sincerity in relying upon them to justify the harsh 
epithets in which you deal, can only be credited at the expense of my 
goi'd opinion of your understanding. One of the despatches in ques- 
tion containc d a decision of the Secretary of State upon a point refer- 
red to the department by you while acting charge ad interim. How 
could you imagine that such a despatch, though addressed to you, was 
not subject to the inspection and control of the Commissioner? The 
readiness with which you concede the point that the other despatch 
belongs to the archives of this legation, should have proved to your own 
mind that you had started at a shadow in this matter, and in the ardor 
of a desire to have a controversy with me, that you were probably com- 
mitting yourself to untenable ground. No man of properly organized 
sensibilities would retain the post of Commissioner to Chinu a moment 
after the department had instituted a regular 4ine of correspondence 
with his secretary of legation. No Secretary of State who knew the 
courtesies due between gentlemen would do such a thing. You have \ 
served as charge ad interim in this legation so o&etv ^wd^ ^^\^\x^^^?^. \ 
you have confounded (be duties and the puviiege^ ol\\v^x'iixv<i\y5»^Qs\^ 



»g8 H. Doc. 123. 

in this lega^on, and have forgotten the difTerenoe beween the Comam. 
sioner and his secretary. As a proof of this, you say you " will be cw- 
tain" to record the other despatch, "together with the corres|>oDdeiiott 
to which it has given rise." By what authority would you record "the 
correspondence to which it has given rise ?" Your duty to register a 
despatch received from the Department of State is one thing, but joat 
assumption of a privilege to defile the archive's of my legation "wirii aB 
manner of trash about the most absurd points, made on the most imma- 
terial subjects, is quite another thing. I am compelled, therefore, in 
further correction of what you are to do as secretary, to say lo you "to 
be certain not to record on the archives a line of the correspondence to 
which it has given rise," except as the same may hereafter be delivered 
to you for registration. , 

But I will not argue with you» or prolong the expression of my sur- 
prise at your estimate of our respective duties. It will be sufficient 
to say to you that, your opinion to the contrary notwithstanding, I shall 
continue to open all despatches of a public nature addressed to you by 
the Department of State so long as you are attached as secretary of ilus 
legation, deeming the exercise of that privilege clearly within my func- 
tion as Commissioner. 

In regard to your acceptance of office upon an understanding that 
you were to discharge the duties at Canton^ I have only to remark, that 
I found no evidence of any such agreement upon the archives of the 
legation, nor am I instructed as to the existence thereof by the secre- 
tary. It seems to me extraordinary that any administration should have 
made the public interest incidental to the private interest of an indi- 
vidual. You pursue ordinarily a profession which is lucrative, and you 
regard the pubUc office as merely ancillary to your chief pursuit. I 
am not surprised, therefore, to find you asserting that, whenever the 
government shall move the headquarters of the legation from Cauton, 
your private interests viiW command your resignation. It has been for 
some time manifest to me that the public interest was not consulted in 
retaining the legation at Canton, and / shall not return to that place if 
I can avoid it ; so that the contingency is very likely to arise which will 
induce you to yield the places you hold to some other appointees. 

It is true that, in the last of April or first of May, I consented to your 
return to Canton upon your stating to me that Dr. Culbertson would 
supply your place as interpreter, and that I could hire some one to copy 
my despatches. I did hire a copyist, at $600 per year, to perform tte 
secretarial duties, and they have been satisfactorily performed. Butoo 
the occasion of my interview with the viceroy, Mr. Culbertson's inability 
to act as interpreter was painfully manifest. He is entided to the menl 
of making no pretension beyond his actual attainments, and he admits 
his want of knowledge of the court dialect. Should my public duties 
require prompt translations, or verbal conversations with men of rank* 
I am left without an interpreter. This sacrifice, in order that you may 
practice your professi^, I do not feel called upon to make ; indeed, I 
would not be justified in making it. I can have your duties as secre- 
tary performed for $600 per year quite satisfactorily. If you can make 
arrangements here by which 1 can have the services of an interpreter 
whenever desired and wherever dwired^ 1 Iv^ve no objection to continue to 
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aeeommodate myself yet to your individual interests, though .the prin- 
ciple is a bad one. You are drawing $2,500 per year for the perform<- 
anoe of duties, and you remain eight hundred miles from the chief of 
the legation, pursuing another profession. 

You must study anew, under any circumstances, the rules which 
sbould govern the intercourse between us. I want to receive no more^ 
letters of a controversial tenor from you. I desire that you shall not 
again cast any unkind reflections on my course. Whenever my course 
dbes not please you, resi^^ or ask the department, through me, offi- 
ciallyy to correct my decisions. Your letters will thus be addressed to 
my superior in effect, and we can appear together at the bar of a com- 
mon ruler. I will send forward the letter now before me, because I 
desire the secretary to set you aright as to the duties and privileges of 
your position, and especially as to your proper demeanor officially 
towards me. 

I am, &x%, &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

To Pbtbr Parker, Esq., 

Secretary and Interpreter to the Legation of the 

United States of America in China, at Canton. 



Mr. Forbes to Mr. Marshall. 

Consulate of the U. S. A., Canton, 

July 18, 1853. 

Sir : Owing to the withdrawal of capital from trade, and the preju- 
dice of the Chinese against any coin not Spaiiish, our commerce has 
suffered greatly, and the pressure on trade, generally, is severely felt 
by our merchants in common with all others. Under these circum- 
stances, I felt it my duty to make every effort to remove the obstacles 
in the way of iMexican dollars as currency ; and I consequently ad- 
dressed to the viceroy of this province a note, of which the enclo.ied is 
a copy, by which you will observe that I have pressed upon him the 
advantage of making the Mexican dollar current upon the same terms 
as Spanish. 

The pressure for money being equally felt by the Chinese, they are 
disDosed to do anything which will tend to faciHtate exchanges, and 
flialte money taore abundant. 

The moment, therefore, appears to be favorable for effecting a change 
in reference to Mexican dollars, and the urgency being great, I trust 
you will approve of my course — more especially as the British consul 
proposes also to address, in a few days, a note to the same purport as 
mine. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

P. S. FORBES, 
United States Consul. 

To th^ Hon. Col. Marshall, 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States for China^ ShoMi^^i^ 
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The consul of the United States of America has the honor to address 
his excellency, and to state that for many centuries Spanish dollars 
were made with a certain eflBgy upon them, and that so many had been 
brought to China, that the mark was everywhere known, and that 
these dollars were received and understood throughout China. 

For many years, however, the manufacture of these dollars has 
ceased, and they have become so scarce, that none are now to be found 
in Europe or America ; consequently, when merchants wish to send 
money to China to purchase silks and teas, they find it impossible to 
procure coin of the stamp known in China, no such coin being now 
made ; there is, therefore, great difBcuhy in paying for the teas and 
sdk, and commerce suffers, to the detriment both of the foreign and 
Chinese merchants. 

It so happens, however, that instead of the old Spanish dollars, there 
is now made a coin of equ^ value and weight, having an equal quan- 
tity of pure silver ; in fact, the same in every particular, excepdng that 
the effigy is changed, and instead of the head, there is a bird, or some 
similar device. This coin not being well known among the people of 
the country, they have doubts about it, and fearing to be mistaken, they 
do not readily receive it. There are many of the tea men, however, 
who are ready to receive ; but tlie shroff* shops, finding it profitable to 
themselves, do all they can to discredit the coin, as they can then buy 
it at less thnn its real value. 

Now, if his excellency would consent that this coin should be re- 
ceived on a par with the Spanish dollar, it would tend to give it cur- 
rency, and by so doing would make money more abundant, facilitate 
payments for teas, ana induce the foreign merchants to bring the coin 
to China. 

His excellency would thus confer a benefit on the tea merchants, and 
on trade generally, &c. 



[OflScial — No. 27.] Legation of the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

August 26, 1853. 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a letter I have received from the 
viceroy, (K,) communicating the imperial acknowledgment of the re- 
ception of my credentials, and my reply. 

This is the first exhibition of the courtesy of a public acknowledg- 
ment of a foreign representative by the Emperor, unless he came or was 
accepted as a tribuie-bearer. In this case my attention has been called 
to a change in the Chinese chnmcler employed. It has been uniformly 
the mode to address every one by the employment of a character which 
sig:iifies '* instructions from above," or the address of a superior to an 
inletior; in the edict communicattd to me, that character has been 
substituted by one which signities "it is decreed," or **be it known;" 
making this very similar to the proclamations by which the President 
a^<kn(»wledges foreign consular rt presentaiives. /am not able to dis- 
tingiihh between the characters; but they who understand the language 
of China, ynJ the former cusVoins o? \Ji^ coxixx^x^^^d this change as 
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lignificant of a desire to be very courteous, if it does not mark actual 
nogreis. 

In view of Mr. Webster*s instructions to Mr. Gushing, (despatch 
Hay 8, 1843,) I considered it most prudent fo qualify my satisfaction- 
«rith the manner of the Emperor's acknowledgment of my official char- 
icter, by the suggestion that the President might require an answer to 
bis letter over the imperial signature, according to the terms stipulated 
in the treaty. It might not be amiss to practice extreme punctilio in 
the intercourse with a sovereign who so reluctantly abandons the idea 
>f superiority, and the forms by which a sense of it has been herelo- 
bre exhibited. The association of the name of the intendant of circuit 
it Shanghai with that of the viceroy as a party to the official interview 
vith me at Kwanshaw, may have been designed to interpose that offi- 
rer hereafter as an intermediary in official correspondence between the 
viceroy and the Commissioner of the United States. As attempts of 
his kind are constantly made by high Chinese officials, I have alluded 

it in a manner void of offence, but so direct as to repulse any repe- 
ition of an endeavor to institute official correspondence between me 
ind any officer of subordinate rank in this empire. 

The President will perceive that the Emperor yet declines a visit 
brom the Commissioner of the United States to his capital, under ihe 
polite assurance that an audience is not necessary to establish his con- 
idence in my sincerity. This jx)stponement of the reception of the 
Commissioner is not surprising, under all the circumstances. I am en- 
tirely convinced, that had my views been carried out last spring, when 
a conjuncture of circumstances favored a visit to the mouth of the 
Peiho by a national ship, I should have been received at Pekin by his 
[mperial Majesty with due consideration for my official character, and 
without hesitation. I am consoled by a consciousness that no effort on 
my part was wanting to have the experiment made, and that the failure 
to improve the terms of intercourse between the United States and 
China, by establishing the official residence of the Commissioner at 
Pekin, will not be attributed to indifference or negligence on my part. 

1 cannot, however, disguise my deep regret that the opportunity was 
lost, and, as the sequel proves, for the attainment of no other immediate 
advantage to the United States elsewhere. 

The imperial declaration of my right to communicate with China 
from Shanghai, connected with the requisition that "the rules of inter- 
course will remain as heretofore," leaves something doubtful as to the 
meaning of his Majesty. If the imperial commissioner is the only offi- 
cer through whom the foreign affairs of the empire will be managed 
hereafter, (as heretofore,) and he continues at Canton, the question re- 
mains to be considered whether it will be best for the American Com- 
missioner to correspond with him from Shanghai, trusting to the future 
to reveal some opportunity of opening a direct communication with the 
court at Pekin, or to fall back again upon Canton, and to revert to the 
usages of my predecessors. There are many considerations which 
persuade to the adoption of the first branch of the alternative: 1st. 
The geographical relations of Shanghai to the richest valley in China^ 
and the great cities of the plain. 2d. The greaVei ^xo^vkvWj oS.'^i^'^cw^ 
W to the city of Pekin. 3d. The healih en^o^ed aV ^\v\is\^iv— ^^ 



242 H. Doc. 123, 

superior salubrity of its climate to a citizen of the United Staten. 4th. 
The intTOate connexion of Shanghai with American trade, afld the 
rapid advancement it has made as a market for imports and a shipptt)^ 
point for exports. 5th. The amicable temper of the population, aod 
entire freedom of locomotion allowed to foreigners at Shanghai, con- 
trasted with the hostility of the Cantonese and the small space to which 
all foreigners are confined at the southern city. 

The Commissioners have never resided at Canton; they have al- 
ways lived in Macao. That is now a Porfugtiise colony ; ihe United 
States so recognise it to be by accreditmg a consul to that port 
whose exequatur issues from Lisbon. To reside in Macao is pleasant, i 
but that is not to live in China, and it appears to me to be proper/or J 
the Commissioner to live in China. The French and Spanish minister 
have always resided at Macao, as well as the United States Commis- 
sioners ; but it is only for the sake of convenience in procuring accom- 
modations for a family which it is impossible to have in Canton. 

I learn that the British and French ministers will visit Shanghai next 
month, {they have the means ot visiting the ports whenever the public 
interest calls for their presence,) and I will confer with them upon the 

f)olicy of concentrating the foreign legations at Shanghai. If the rebel- 
ion proves successful, (and it certainly promises to be,) the new capital 
will be at Nankin, within twenty-four hours of Shanghai by steam. 
There can exist no doubt of the ability to stipulate for access to Nan- 
kin in the event supposed, and a residence at Shanghai offers the besi 
position for acquiring a correct knowledge of the movements at Nankin 
at the present moment. I know of no consideration to the selection of 
Canton but the convenience of greater proximity to the present impe* 
rial commissioner. It is not improbable, however, in case the other 
legations determine to continue at the south, that I also may repair 
to Macao at the close of the summer, or before winter commences al 
Shanghai, to await the communication of your views on the subject. 

I am gratified to be able to stale that the objections and suggestions 
I made on the subject of the "land regulations for Shanghai" have one 
anil all been adopted by the consuls; and the code appears to nie now 
to be unobjectionable. They have been submitted by the British con- 
sul to Sir George Bonham, who is expected to address the other ^epf^ 
sentatives as to the propriety of adopting them. The French minister 
has signified his desire to abandon the "concession" to the French, 
and to become a party to the general code for the government of the 
foreigners at Shanghai.. As this code has no reference beyond the 
manner of acquiring and transferring real estate, the means to secure 
public ways, wharves, and jettees, and the guards to secure good order 
within the settlement, I can see no reason to object to its adoption as 
the common law of all western nations at this place, which each re- 
serves the right exclusively to enforce upon its own subjects or citizens. 
The features of the assessment of taxes for municipal purposes by tk 
body of the people themselves, and the execution of public works bj 
a committee elected by them and responsible to them, are sufficieotly 
Jcmocratic to be unobjeclioaable lo cue, if they are agreeable to others. 
The code is of greal impoYlawce Vo \W T^4^etvv% \\fex^^ a.iid has a 
bearing upon the future of a>Viau^a\,^\ivv:\\>jo\5L^'^ ^Y^\^\aij5.^«^ > 
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out fmtber comment by me. I have succeeded in pruning it of many 
Tery objectionable passages on the score of public policy, and I hope 
that now it may meet your sanction. When it has taken the final 
form mider the discussions with the Chinese in^erial commissioner, I 
will submit it to the President again. 

The movements of the rebels confirm the opinion I have heretofore 
expressed as to their intentions. On the 18lh of July, 3,000 of the im- 
perial troops deserted in a body to the rebel camp near Chlnkiangfoo. 

I learn, from a report by the treasurer of this province to the cabinet 
at Pekin, that the gross number of the imperial army employed at 

Eesent in this province is, 70,000, to wit: Heang- Yung's army, 17,000; 
eshen's army, 17,000; Hung^Ching's array, 11,000. These are Chi- 
nese. The Tartars have in the field, under various leaders, 24,300 
men. The Emperor says he is collecting 100,000 picked men (for the 
defence of the capital) from the country beyond the great wall. If they 
prove no better than his armies in this province, his throne rests upon 
a very insecure foundation. You may unagine the respect the rebels 
have for these armies of his Majesty, when you are informed that, 
while Nankin is surrounded, the rebel chief detached a column for the 
north from Nankin, and sent one into Kiangsi at the same time. The 
last is now said to be employed in gathering the new rice crop for trans- 
portation to the public granaries at Nankin. The rebels have advanced 
to Shansi, and gradually approach the capital; but I hear of no deci- 
sive battles. 

The Saratoga is safely in dock at this place. 

I am, most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Hon. W. L. Marcv, 

Secretary of State, 

P. S. It may not be uninteresting to mention that Shanghai, though ap- 
parently tranquil, is nowihe theatre of action for a strongly-organized band 
of men, who nightly commit robberies and murders in the midst of the 
city or in the suburbs, and who openly defy the public authorities. I 
am privately informed that this band at present numbers 3,000 men, 
and is daily increasing by the arrival ot confederates from other lo- 
calities. Whether they will finally prove to be regular rebels or a band 
of mere plunderers and murderers, remains to be seen ; but ihey cer- 
tainly invite a collision with the legally-constituted public authorities, 
which the latter as certainly decline. They have communicated to 
foreigners here, through certain channels, that, in case of a collision 
with the city authorities, it is not their purpose to molest foreigners; 
but what confidenice may be reposed in such assurances is exceedingly 
questionable. Had I the power, I should provide against all such 
contingencies by the presence of a naval force competent to protect 
American citizens in every event. Should the Saratoga's repairs be 
completed before an outbreak, her guns would be sufficient for the pur- 
pose. 

1 send, also, the close of the correspondence with the secretary of le- 
gation. 

RespeciMly, &c., U. T^KR«S.KiA.- 
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E, a president of the board of war, right censor of the censorate, gov- 
ernor of Kiangnan and Kiangsi, and a superintendent of the revenue, 
makes this communication: 

On the 28th day of the 4th month, (July 4th,) I, the governor, to- 
gether with the intendant of circuit of Shanghai, had an interview with 
your excellency at the public rooms of Kuan-shan, when I perceived 
that there was (on the part of your excellency) an entire uprightness of 
purpose and a desire to maintain permanent friendly relations, while 
your language was that of truth and sincerity. I immediately made 
such a communication as the occasion called for, and sent a suitable 
officer to the capital to present the national* letter delivered tome in 
person. That officer returned on the -Sth day of the current month. 
(August 9th.) The imperial despatch of which he was the bearer was 
to the purport that — 

"His Imperial Majesty understood that the Ruler of the Qnited 
States of America had specially deputed a great minister, Humphrey 
MarshaU, to come hither; and that he was the bearer of a national 
letter, the contents of which were to the effect that the integrity, tal- 
. .ents, and capacity of the said* great minister are equal to the discharge 
of high responsibilities, and that in his own country entire trust and 
confidence are reposed in all that he says and does. By this it i? er- 
ident that there is a sincere purpose of maintaining friendly relations. 
Now, that beautiful country, though remote and separated by oceans, 
(from this,) has ever respected courtesy and justice (in its intercourse.) 
The said great minister will himself be able to observe carefully the 
treaty. In accordance with previous custom, intercourse may be car- 
ried on at Shanghai. It will not be necessary for him to come to the 
capital to obtain an audience in order that his integrity and sincerity 
may be known." 

I, the governor, with the intendant of circuit of Shanghai, have been 
specially commanded to communicate the above to your excellency. I, 
the governor, therefore, in accordance with the command which has 
been sent down, now make this communication to your excellency. 
The conduct of our respective countries has hitherto been regulated 
by integrity and sincerity, and entire confidence has been maintained 
between them. The rules of intercourse may remain as before, only 
let the treaty be carefully observed. Besides the one to the intendant 
of circuit of Shanghai, it was necessary to make this communication. 

To Marshall, Minister Plenipotentiary atid Commissioner to CAina/rm 
the United States of America. 

The third year of Hi^njung, the 6th Jay of the 7th months {Augv^tj 10, 
1853.) 



Humphrey Marshall, Commissioner of the United States of America, 
&c., addresses E, governor-general of Kiangnan and Kiangsi, right 
censor of the consorate, president of the board of war, &c., &c.: 
I have the honor to ac\\i\ov:\edge a\e\xeT ^tom^c^vxx ^^^^^\^\^ey dated 
sixth of* the current month. It comm\]LTv\ca\.e% m\^>X\^^\vsi^ tiS.^^ \^^^Y 
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tion of the letter from the President of the United States by his Impe- 
rial Majesty the Emperor of China, which I delivered to your excel- 
lency at Kuan-shan on the 4th of July last. 

I am impressed by the favorable expressions regarding myself which 
it has pleased his Imperial Majesty to employ in receiving my letter 
of credence as the Commissioner of the United Stales; and I assure 
your excellency that your own generous confidence in my ardent de- 
sire to promote the good understanding of our respective governments, 
does not exaggerate the sincerity with which the sentiment is enter- 
tained and expressed. On my part, I desire to assure your excellency 
that I was most highly gratified with my reception at Kuan-shan, and 
with the most respectful deportment of the people of that city, all of 
which I have duly made known to the President. The promptitude 
with which my powers and position have been acknowledged by your 
sovereign, adds to nay gratification ; and my satisfaction would have 
been complete had His Imperial Majesty acknowledged the reception of 
the President's letter in an answer over the imperial signature, which I 
could have transmitted directly to the President. 

Convinced, as I am, that his Imperial Majesty would feel no reluc- 
tance in corresponding directly with the President on those terms of 
friendship and perfect equality which are stipulated by the treaty, I 
have not felt that any necessity has arisen to make a special objection 
to the apparent deficiency in this particular, because 1 know the sen- 
timents of friendship for China which animate the bosom of the Presi- 
dent of the United States are too sincere and strong to take any excep- 
tion upon a matter of mere etiquette, unless it may not be overlodced 
with propriety. If the custom established in a former reign — ^by the 
answer returned to the letter of the King of England by Lord Ma- 
cartney — ^is reviewed, I am persuaded that if there is a propriety in an- 
swering the letter of the President directly, it will yet be observed in 
such form as will be entirely acceptable, and will serve to confirm the 
friendship of China and the United States. 

Your excellencv will be pleased to notice, that regarding you alone 
as the person with whom my oflScial interview occurred at Kuan-shan, 
I have not received through any other source information of the edict 
of the Emperor, nor do I deem any other medium than your excellency 
necessary. There are conventionalities in the intercourse of the repr 
resentatives of sovereign States which must be strictly observed to 
avoid misunderstanding. 

Wishing your excellency health and happiness, and promising myselt 
great pleasure fi-om my future official intercourse in tne transaction of 
public business with the high ministers of your country, 
I remain, &c., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 



Mr. Parker to Mr. Marshall. 

Canton, August 16, 1853. 
Sia: I have the honor, if such it may be considered, to be mte^ev^X. 
of your communication of the 2d of August, andViasXeiiXo xe^^,\iSi\.v\SL 
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a controversial spirit, but in the spirit of candor and truth ; and if, for a 
moment, In this spirit you have sincerely supposed I have cherished a 
desire to involve you m a dispute, permit me in all frankness to disa- 
buse your mind of so unfounded and unjust an impression. The facts 
of the case are these : You had broken the seal and opened a de- 
spatch to my address from the Department of State. The contents of • 
that despatch you communicated not only to mutual friends at the 
north, but did the same in a letter lo Canton ; the disclosure of its con- 
tents I regarded as subjecting me to embarrassment and detriment. I 
fdt ag^eved, and without the slightest intention to stigmatize, with 
" due deference" expressed to you the light in which I honestly re- 
garded it, using language in its common import. To avoid even the 
semblance of a controversial spirit, I shall notice only such parts of your 
communication as justice to both requires. I perfectly concur with yon 
in the impropriety of a •* regular line of correspondence with the sec- 
retary of legation," &c., and that no Secretary of State would institute 
such ; and probably the honorable Secretary of State never conceived, 
for an instant, that his reply to me upon a subject of personal concern 
was open to such a construction. 

You ask by what authority I would record " the correspondence." I 
I was under the impression that 1 was bound so to do by my instruc- 
tions received from the Secretary of State at the time of my appoint- 
ment. But on referring to them I find — and in the spirit of candor 1 
would ever cherish, admit — they do not require it, although it has been 
the practice to preserve copies of all oflBcial papers, or their originals, 
both to and from the legation. The communication 1 had the honor to 
address to the Secretary of State, Hon. James Buchanan, accept- 
ing the appointment as secretary of legation and Chinese interpreter, 
and dated, I think, in January, 1846, will probably be ibund in the State 
Department, and of the tenor I have mentioned. The copy preserved 
here I have reason to apprehend was lost, with many valuable papers, 
at the time of my shipwreck in May last — as I am unable to find it— or j 
a copy should be furnished you. j 

You do me the injustice to allege that I regard my public office as | 
merely auxiliary to my chief pursuit, and by implication, if I rightly 
understand your expression, accuse me of making pretensions beyond 
my actual attamments. To these charges I will reply, simply, I was 
appointed to the offices I now hold at the instance of his excellency 
Caleb Cu.-hing, after having served as joint Chinese secretary to the 
legation during his excellency's mission to China, and the negotiation 
of the treaty which has reflected so much honor upon its able negotia- 
tor, and secured such benefits to the United States and other govern- 
ments. The appointment was tpontaneovs and voluntary on the part of 
the government. My relations, personal and official, to all your prede- 
cessors, have been most harmonious and agreeable, as I have ever 
desired they may be with you. Repeated have been the testimonials of 
the Chinese high authorities as to the fidelity and manner in which my 
duties have been discharged ; and it has been my high gratification to . 
receive the assurance of the President of the United States, commend- 
atory of the manner \u which 1 have discharged my duties in all ibe 
capacities in which 1 ha^e been ^eraaVVe^L Vo ^tn^ ^<^ ^vemment ; J 
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nd these assurances have been repeated under successive adminislra- 
ons. 
In the instructions to which reference has been made, it is stated, 
in the official and private intercourse between them, (the minister and 
le secretary,) whilst it is one of the first duties of a minister of the 
Jnited States, or of any other country, to observe a courteous^ frank, 
nd kind demeginpr towards the secretary, so, on the part of the secre- 
ary, it is no less a duty to fulfil, with alacrity and promptitude, in the 
►est maimer that he can, the general and occasional instructions of the 
ninister in relation to the affairs of the legation, and to maintain in his 
ntercourse with him a constant observance of all the exterior marks 
>f respect and deference prescribed by the rules of pohteness and 
pod breeding; without servility, however, on his part, or any compro- 
nise whatever of the respect which he owes to his own character." 

By these rules, not more from respect to the authority that laid them 
lown than from the promptings of my disposition, have I been most 
:x)nscientiously guided during nearly a decade of years. 

You incidentally express your conviction that the public interest was 
not consulted in retaining the legation at Canton. If foreign represent- 
atives can obtain a residence at Pekin, undoubtedly the interest of both 
the Chinese and western nations will be greatly enhanced thereby. 
But so lon^ as the only imperial officer charged with foreign affairs re- 
sides at this city, it may be a question whether, on the whole, Canton 
may not be preferable to either of the other free ports ; and the fact that 
all the other diplomatic representatives are residing in the south, would 
seem, in their judgment, to decide the question affirmatively, as, in 
your experience, there must be delay and impediments in the way of 
your residing at Shanghai, and corresponding with the imperial com- 
missioner at Canton. But these are mere suggestions, respectfully 
submitted. 

With sentiments of distinguished consideration, I have the honor to 
remain, sir, your excellency's obedient servant, 

PETER PARKER, 

Secretary of Legation, Sfo. 
His Excellency IIumphrey Marshall, 4^., ^. 



Legation op the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

August 26, 1853. 

Sir: Your official note of the 16th instant renders it my duty to say, 
that in my former communication to you it was not my purpose to in- 
stitute any comparison between your scholastic pretension and attain- 
ments, or in anywise to canvass your quaUfications for the office you 
now hold by appointment fiom the President. Having heretofore con- 
ceded your privilege to arraign my conduct before the proper tribunal, 
my intention was made plain to repel any assumption of the right to 
stigmatize my action by the employment of harsn epithets addressed 
to me — no more. I accept your general disclaimer, and 6nd your let- 
^rof the 16th in better accordance with the spirit which should char- 
acterize our corresppnde/jce. In closing the parUcvAat \.o^\q, ounJ^\^ 
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this correspondence originated, I avail myself of the occasion to ex 
press my hearty concurrence in the propriety of the rules which Mr. 
Webster dictated for the regulation of the intercourse between the 
members of a legation, and I am not sensible of any violation of their 
spirit on my part. The cultivation of respectful and kind relations 
with all around me is my aim, not only from a conviction of duty, bat 
in response to my natural disposition. 

I am. respectliilly, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Peter Parker, Esq., ffc., 4^., !(c. 



[Official — No. 28.] Legation of the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

August 30, lS5d. 

Sir : The enclosed letter, purporting to be the viceroy's acc6unt rf 
my reception at Kwanshaw, has been handed to me by an emineot 
merchant, who says that it is communicated to him from a Chinese 
correspondent in whom he has perfect confidence, and that there can 
be no doubt of its genuineness. Having no responsibility for the maih 
ner of its procurement, not knowing even the name of the correspond- 
ent of the gentleman, I have not felt inclined to make any use of a letter 
evidently acquired surreptitiously ; but, at the same time, it may be 
proper to place it before the President for his inspection, because it 
exposes the view taken by the Chinese of the positions of parties, and 
proves that both the Emperor and his viceroy perfectly understand 
that their reception of foreign representatives is not placed on that 
basis required by the equality stipulated for in the treaties. The im- 
pression made by me personally seems to have been sufficiently agree- 
able ; and the suggestions from the intendant of circuit, as to the place 
of my reception, appear to have rested not so much upon an indisposi- 
tion to honor m6 by a distinguished compliment, as upon a fear that the 
same might be expected by the representatives of other nations. 

The argument against my reception "singly " at Pekin — the evident 
inclination to hold the United States at bay, so far as it can be done 
without incurring responsibility — taken in connexion with the assertion 
againsl the policy "of raising the forms of international intercourse," 
will arrest attention. They afford abundant evidence, when viewed in 
connexion with the rescript issued by the Emperor on this occaskm, 
that, had I been conveyed to the mouth of the Peiho, the appreheosioo 
of a disturbance would have insured my reception at the court. 

The opening of the President's letter by the viceroy and taoutae,*) 
soon as 1 retired trotn the interview at Kwanshaw, must convince yc«» 
that so long as the forms of intercourse remain on the present footing, 
no question of polic}'; can be opened with the court at Pekin to whiai 
the provincial authorities are opposed. 1'he officers who so boldly 
opened the President's letter would have suppressed it, or have giva 
it a false direction, had its contents been in any degree unwelcome to 
them. One letter of mine had already met that fate. 

Jn addition, 1 will state that my sojourn at Shanghai gives manife^ 
uneasiness to the Chinese maiidatiiia. \ sa?w \s>A^>j divider addressed 
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to the consul by the intendant of circuit on the subject, of which I send 
jou a copy. I directed the consul to decline acceding to the request 
of the taoutae, on the ground that if the viceroy had any communica- 
tion to make to me from the imperial commissioner at Canton, or on 
his own account, his address to me should be direct, and not through 
a subordinate oflScer, and that he (the consul) would incur my dis- 
fribasure by becoming a party to the attempt proposed. The letter, as 
vou will perceive, virtually orders me out of these provinces. But I 
have no idea that his excellency the viceroy would address me directly, 
according to the lenor employed by him in writing to the intendant. 
Should he venture to do so, I have full reliance upon my knowledge of 
the means of self-defence. 

This strong desire to draw me back to Canton is the best evidence 
that the Chinese feel the advance I have made totoards Pe/cin ; and it set- 
tles my determination to hold Shanghai as a residence^ unless otherwise 
instructed by the President. It will be the pohcy of the British minis- 
ter and merchants to have the American Commissioner drawn back to 
Canton, since the colony of Hong Kong will require the residence of 
the British minister at that place. They view with uneasiness the set- 
tlement of the United States Commissioner at a point eight hundred 
miles nearer to the capital of the empire than they occupy. But all 
these facts increase my conviction of the policy of adhering to my pret^ 
ent poiition, as not only offering increased chances of opening in the 
future a satisfactory intercourse from this place with the Chinese au- 
thorities, but of observing the movement of the rebels near Nankin, and 
of availing mj self of the earliest opportunities to seize any advantages 
the chapter of events may offer for the benefit of my country. 

If the Chinese imperial authorities should undertake to deny me offi- 
cial intercourse from this point, the Pekin question would then be re- 
lieved of difficulty, because my right to demand access to the court 
itself would be patent. 

In a word, I think there will be no difficulty in establishing diplo- 
matic intercourse on a satisfactory basis whenever China shall be con- 
vinced that the United States are determined to place their minister at 
the imperial court; and he will be kept away until that determination 
is manifested and acted upon. The viceroys, who seem to have their 
muris also, will interpose their subordinates to prevent the access of the 
minister to them, if he will permit; and so ne will feel he shall be 
brought into contact with officers of very subordinate rank and hmited 
jurisdiction. As an American ciiizen, observant of the tendencies of the 
policy of the Chinese mandarins and of the true policy of the United 
States, I have no hesitation to express my decided opinion that the gov- 
ernment of the United States should require such a reception of its di- 
plomatic representative as shall impart a sense of equality, and the 
practice of the highest courtesy by this government. I discharge my 
public duty in advancing this opinion, which has been formed after 
««ven months' study of this people, and of the action of this govern- 
n^ent. In any other country, under similar circumstances, I would ad- 
^ the withdrawal of the Commissioner altogether, until the United 
Slates are prepared to enforce his reception at the cowxl to ^\\\sl\i Via 
is accredited; out, in this country, such a step ^o\]\d\>ei e^wacO^^ VivaX 
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the mandarios and Emperor would hail with pleasure* as crowniiig 
their own policy with full success. The preservation of the commerce 
between China and the United States will be the leading considera- 
tion by which the action of government will be directed. It is my 
opinion that more advantages will result thereto by a prompt and de- 
cided step to compel China to observe the faith of the treaty accQrd-> 
ing to its true spirit, than by seeking to win our way by gradual ap- 
proaches. 

I am your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State. 



The memorialist presents a respectful memorial. He memorialize 
for the information of your Imperial Majesty, and, looking upward, 
hopes for the sacred glance. 

He would humbly state that there is already on record a memorial, 
forwarded by him at an earlier date, announcmg that Marshall, envoy 
of the United States of \merica, had prayed to present a letter from 
his State, and had begged for an interview with the memorialist, who, 
finding that his request was in accordance with what is laid down in 
the treaty, had acceded thereto. 

On the 22d of the 5th moon, (28th June, 1853,) in consequence, your 
slave commenced his journey from Chang-chow-foo, and on the 2dih 
(1st July) arrived at Kuan Shan H^^n, in the prefecture of Loo-Chow, 
where he was received by Woo-keen-chang (Samqua,) taoutaeofthe 
Loo- sung- tae circuit. 

That officer stated, that, inasmuch as the above nation had never 
been troublesome and the barbarian chief in question was not himself 
arrogant or imperious, there would have been no objection to proceed- 
ing in person to Shanghai to have an interview with him ; but as it 
was to be apprehended that other States would improve uj>on the pre- 
cedent, and come forward, many and mixed, soliciting similar inter- 
views, to glorify themselves in a reception by a new governor-general, 
as it would thus be difficult to avoid delay, even if nothmg more ser 
nous occurred, while on the other hand it was but too probable that 
some difficulty might arise, it would be most advisable, in his opinioDy 
to desire this chief to come to Kuan-shan, where your slave was, to 
see him, and so make an end of the matter. Your slave, With careful 
thought, reflecting that the words of this taoutae are in all cases raost 
apposite, and that were it not for his thorough insight into barbariao 
sentiments he would never have uttered the above, immediately sent 
oflT an official reply, and as soon as it was gone directed the taoutae 10 
despatch a messenger to communicate his intentions to the chief. 

Upon the 28th of the moon (4th Julv) the taoutae brought the chief 

to the public hall, in the city of Kuan-shan, to have his interview. Tbe 

papers presented by him — viz: a State letter upon barbarian afl^rs, and- 

a Chinese translation of it — were bovVv c\ose-s»^<&d. 'fta Y^^%^wied them 

himself, and, after a short iulerxaV, vi'vxXiAie^- ^^ \^x^ijMaj^^ aoA ^^ 
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Baoor were respectful notwithstanding.* The taoutae also brought 
r the perusal of your slave the copy of a rough draught of the trans- 
tion, the wording of which was in no respect at variance with the 
jaty ; but as it was impossible to know what there might be in the 
aled despatch, and your slave would not have dared to forward it 

the truth, he and the taoutae, as soon as the chief had retired from 
B public hall, broke open the close-sealed Chinese translation and 
►mpared the writing of the two; both, however, agreed perfectly. 
Prostnite, your slave reflected (observed) that the letter presented by 
e chief, to be forwarded to your Majesty, was quite in accordance 
ith those rules which were at the commencement submitted to your 
ajesty and decided on. The State having relieved their envoy, desired, 
fore the new one came to reside, to convey his name and surname 
jwardst to the celestial hearing its entreaty for a continuance of amity 
id of trade, as usual, were not either matters of great moment. The 
tly important passage in the letter is that which states that orders 
a lieen given to the envoy to obtain an audience of your Majesty, 
bis, as no permission has ever been applied for or obtained on the sub- 
:t from the throne, and as nothing relating to it is laid down in the 
;aty, can hardly, it would seem, be acceded to. 
In the case of" the outer foreigners, under the jurisdiction of our court, 
e ministers of the different States — of which each has a particular 
;ar for the presentation of its tribute — on their arrival at the capital, 
•e all first exercised in the ceremony of paying homage on their knees, 
pplication is then made to the throne to fix a time, and orders are 
ven for their introduction into the presence, with the rest of those who 
re included in the same tour of presentation with themselves. There 

no precedent for their admission singly to an audience. 

Again : the United Stales never having been subject to our govern- 
lent, claim, in short, a footing of equality. The language of their 
ttcr, it is true, is not very unbending; but it does not appear, on the 
ther hand, to be profoundly humble. When Yay Sang stood upon its 
reatness, China was not equal to a discussion with it4 Could the 
Wted States be treated as one of the outer dependencies, where such 
■eatment might give rise to some fresh trouble? No. Still less would 

be expedient to raise the forms of intercourse above what they are at, 
resent, and thus beget an ambition which would increase for distinc- 
0D8 of this sort. It remained only to recommend the envoy to adhere 
bediently to the treaty — to continue trading as of old agreed to^to the 
nd that there might be peace between us ; and to remind him that, as 
lere was no occasion for this far journey northwards, he might spare 
orses and carriages, (or chairs,) and, at the same time, save himself a 
wg delay. 

But your slave, not venturing to be the first to declare these particu- 
irs to him, and with the purj)osc of making him understand that all the 
ffairs of the court were settled by the individual decision of your 
tajesty, and that none of your servants would venture on oflicious in- 
srference, confined himself to replying, as he received the letter, that 

• The particle means: " Still, notwithstanding if bat in\g,\it Yittv© Vetk w\\AW^^\ft^>^ 
1 Upwards, M to « saperior, t Historical aUaaum, not ^erj ^«^^ xtwasSaXa^. 
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it should be forthwith presented to the throne for him ; and he desired 
him to return to Shanghai and wait quietly for a reply, but did doI 
allude to the contents of the letter. 

Your slave now renders for the imperial perusal, with all reverence, 
the State letter presented by the chief, and the Chinese translation. 
He respectfully awaits the decision of the imperial mind as to whether 
an answer shall be bestowed upon the nation or not, and if an answer 
is to be given, what the wording of it shall be. 

Your slave's obscure opinions, be they right or wrong, it is his doty 
to lay bef )re you reverently in a memorial. Prostrate, he begs your 
Majesty's sacred glance thereon and the manifestation of your wiiL 

It is his duty to add that, on the 29th, (6th July,) he commenced bis 
journey from Kuan Shan H66n and on the 2d ol the present moon re- 
turned to his quarters at Chang-Chow. E, Ac 

1. The word rendered chief in the above, [Chinese character] yc% 
is the historical term for the chief of a tribe or horde. Sir J. Davis is 
so styled in an unpublished memorial of Keyings, upou the expedition 
to Canton, in April, 1847. 

It is rumored that a rescript has been received to the efl^t that 
Eliang has orders to make satisfactory arrangements. 

2. There appear to me one or two> omissbns in the text, which are, 
however, in tne main, consecutive* 

TRANSLATOR. 



Woo, the intendant of circuit, provincial judge, &c., makes this com- 
mimication : 

On a former occasion, I, the intendant of circuit, received orders, with 
a communication from the governor-general to the Commissioner Mar- 
shall — the same I have sent to you for presentation. 

On the 22d of this moon (August 26) I respectfully received a letter 
from the governor-general, which stales that on the 29th day of the 6th 
moon, this year, (August 3, 1853,) he received a communication from 
the imperial commissioner and governor-general of the Two Kwai^, 
with an acknowledgment of the receipt of the letter from Mr. MarsbaD, 
the Commissioner of the United States of America, to the prinie min- 
ister, and the statement of E, that he did not know whether it was 
right or not to prepare a document ; wherefore, he forwarded it for ei- 
amination, &c., &c. : ^^I, the minister, examined the record, and foand 
that from the departure of Mr. Davis, the former Commissioner of the 
United States, on or about the 4th moon, of the 30th year of Toook- 
wang, to the 12th moon of last year, the Commissioner Marshall is 
the first to appear in Caiiton to manage the duties of a commissioner. 
I also had received a note from Commissioner Marshall, stating that he 
had a national letter to present, and desired me to fix a day tor a jter- 
sonal interview, &c., &c. But it was a pressing time, when I, wilk* 
body oi troops, was defending the boundaries between the Two Hoo 
and the Two Kwang, at Lew C\io^, YTJa,>5aa %^N^tvv.o!: of Kwaig- 
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Um^, returned him an answer, requesting him to wait until I returned 
to Canton, and then arrange an interview. After this was sent, I un- 
derstood Commissioner Marshall conveniently went to Shanghai. All 
these occasioned the present proceedings. The letter to the prime 
minister from the Commissioner Marshall, which you sent me, I had 
already prepared a memorial with the same, and respectfully forwarded 
them for the perusal of the Imperial Majesty. 

"I forward herewith a copy of the memorial, and requesting your 
excellency to instruct the taoutae of Shanghai to entreat Commissioner 
Marshall to return to Canton, for there is no necessity lor him to tarry 
in* the Kiang provinces long. Earnestly hoping, &c., &c. 

" The above came tome with a copy of tne memorial ; and after the 
receipt of this, it is right to give instructions to the taoutae, that he may 
obey this by conveniently entreating Commissioner Marshall to return 
to Canton, for there is no necessity lor him to tarry in the Kiang prov- 
inces long. This is very important. Do not disobey this last and 
special instruction, &c., &c." 

After respectfully receiving the above, it is competent for me to com- 
municate it to you, the honorable consul, and pray you to examine this 
communication, and entreat the Commissioner Marshall to return to 
Canton, for there is no necessity for his excellency to tarry long in the 
Kiang provinces. 

A special communication. 

HIENFUNG, 
M year, 1th moon^ 22d day. {August 26, 1863.) 

Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

Vice-Cansulj 4f^., <^., tfc. 



[OflBcial — No. 29.] Shanghai, September 7, 1853. 

Sir : I write for the single purpose of announcing to the President 
that Shanghai has fallen. 

This morning, about four o'clock, the msurrection occurred. At that 
hour the mandarins were to worship at the altar of Confucius, in the 
city, this being the birthday of the Chinese philosopher. Crowds of 
people began to traverse the streets, and they bore red turbans on their 
beads, or red scarfs about their waists, or some red badge attached to 
their dress. Very soon an assault was made upon the yamun of the 
chiheen, or di-rtrict mngistrate, and that officer was assassinated in the 
door of his house, tailing under several sabre cuts over his brow and 
head. As there were American missionaries, men and women, resident 
in the city, I determinied to enter the ciiy in person, so as to lend them 
whatever protection I could afford to them, and to observe the progress 
of the insurrection. I arrived at the chiheen's yamun about seven 
o'clock this morning, just when the populace were busily engaged in 
rifling the yamun of its furniture and contents. The bare walls of the 
establishment, .ind the dead body of its unfortunate master, were all 
that were visible in a very brief space. While I was at this vamun, I 
learned that the yamun of the taoutae was in possession of the insur- 
gents, and that the taoutae bad surrendered, but \.\\av\v\&\\fe\\iaA\i^^w 
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spared. Very shortly after this, a crier, beating on a gong, passed me, 
proclaiming that the city was surrendered to the new chief, who had 
directed the assault upon it, and that all attempts at pillage and vio- 
lence should be repressed and summarily punished. A guard assaikd 
the plunderers who were bearing off on their shoulders the furniture 
from the yamun of the chiheen, and they broke up the tiirniture in the 
street, at the same time proclaiming the orders to shoot or behead all 
thieves and robbers caught at acts of violence. I considered the 
overthrow of the city as efiected by 10 a. m., and I returned to my 
quarters. 

About 11 a. m. I received a message from the provincial judge, re- 
Questing me to send a hundred men to rescue him and his family from 
the mob, who had surrounded him in his own yamun. 

As it was my determination to preserve the same neutrality and noD- 
intervention that I have constantly pursued,-it was of course impossible 
to comply with this request of his excellency, though I would have af- 
forded him protection on board an American ship had he succeeded in 
reaching it, and had asked for permission to protect himself under the 
ensign of my country, after abandoning the contest for power and em- 
pire. I thought humanity required me to make an attempt to save this 
officer and his family from the fate which had overtaken the chiheen. 1 
sent a messenger into the city with orders to see the chief of the insur- 
gents, and to learn from him whether the taoutae was yet alive, and at 
what hour I could have a personal interview with the chief himselt 
He replied that it was impossible for him to come out of the city, but 
he would see me to-morrow at 11 a. m. in »he city. Such an interview 
I declined promptly. This evening, about 7 p. m., the chief, attended 
by an aid-de-camp and escort in rebel uniform, called on me at the 
American consulate. He informed me that the taoutae was yet alive, 
but in the city, and could not be permitted to come out to-night; that 
he would save his life if be could, and would obtain his liberation to- 
morrow, if possible. He said the wish was very general that the taou- 
tae should join the insurgents, and that he would be left, in that caac, 
as governor of Shanghai, while the troops would march on the city of 
Surhow ; but if be would not join, he could only answer that every 
effort would be made to spare his life, and that the result should be 
announced to me to-morrow at 12 m. by his aid-de-camp. 

I impressed on him the necessity of observing peace towards the 
citizens of the United States in the city and suburos, if he wished to 
avoid collision with the public authorities of the United Stales. This be 
comprehended, and absolutely pledged himself to carry into faithfal 
practice, promising to place a special guard over the missionary resi- 
dences in the city tor their protection. 

He promised to abstain from any attempt to collect duties on im- 
ports or exports at present, and until government shall be more firmly 
established; then only after due warning to the foreign authorities in 
China. 

He informed me that his force was under the command of the tai- 
pingwan at Nankin, with whom he is in communication, and by whose 
consent this insurrection has occurred. 

My messenger tells me,0[v^t.vf\ietv\\eN»^^\xAxoi>\<i^dtothe prescBce 
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of this chief to-day to deliver my message, the scene beggared descrip- 
tion. Bloody men were fighting with each other, and drinking to excess 
of the rich wines from the cellars of the taoutae. The mob or populace 
have had free access to liquor during the day, and are much excited 
by excess of drink. I hope for the best, though, amid scenes like these, 
sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. 

The Saratoga is out of dock and in repair, but yet dismantled. No 
other vessel-of-war belonging to the United States is here. The Sara- 
toga will get her guns aboard as soon as possible, but at the present 
hour she is useless for defence. Her commander has, however, 
promptly oflfered his men for any emergency that may arise, and in 
every way conducts his office appropriately, and with becoming spirit 
and good faith, towards the interests of his fellow-citizens in China. 

I have only time for the vessel which leaves to-night. It is now late 
at night; occasional musketry is heard inside of the city. I will write 
again in a day or two. 

I am yours, very truly, &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State. 



[Official — No. 30.] Legation of the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

September 15, 1853. 

Sir: I informed you per my despatch of the 7th of the overthrow of 
the imperial authority at Shanghai. On the evening of the 7th I had 
an interview with the rebel chief, the account of which I gave you. 

The insurrection was guided by two chiefs, and the insurgent forces 
consisled principally of men from Canton and Fokien — each provincial 
corps electing its own general. These met in council on the night of 
the 7ih, and a quarrel arose between the clans on questions re- 
lating to the spoils, the lives of the taoutae and his family, and the 
relative rank of the chiefs themselves. The Fokien chief (Le) insisted 
on plundt r generally, on a sacrifice of the taoutae and his family, on 
ihe chief command, and on the taoutaeship for one of the Fokienese. 
These demands were all rejected by the Cantonese leader (Lowa- 
yew) and his parly, and the Fokienese retired to their junks, declaring 
their determination to embark for their homes. But in the pillage of 
the yamun of the taoutae the insurgents had procured 228,000 taels 
(or about S300,000) belonging to the public revenues, and this money 
was now in the junks of the Fokienese. The Canton leader demanded 
its appropriation lor the purposes of the war. The Fokien chief re- 
fused to pay over, or even to divide. After the Fokien men withdrew, 
the Cantonese barred the city gates against them, and informed them 
that an attempt by them to re-enter the city, or to sail from their an- 
chorage before the spoils were fairly divided, would be the signal for 
open and direct hostilities between the factions. This was the state 
of parties on the 8th of September. At 12 m. on that day the Canton 
chief, according to promise, sent me word that his patV.^ ^wdvW ^^«i^^ 
of Shanghai de-ffired to save the lives of the lao\ilaciaiidL\\^s» V^x3Kil;^i^ 
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and that at 4 p. m. of that day he would escort them to my quarters if 
I would receive them under the protection of the flag of my country. 
Inasmuch as this was a request of the largest parly of the iusurgenu, 
and in accordance with the duty I owed to humanity itself, I readily 
signified my willingness to accede to the proposition. But before the 
appointed hour arrived the taoutae, assisted by two "foreigners,** 
made his escape over the city walls, and, all unarmed and defenceless, 
fled to my quarters to beg the protection of the flag of the United States. 

I did not hesitate to assure him of it so long as he was a non-com- 
batant, and until he could make suitable arrangements to provide else- 
where for his personal safety. Accordingly, he is now under the roof 
of the American consulate, by an invitation from the American vice- 
consul, as no proper accommodations could be afforded on board the 
Saratoga without great inconvenience to her officers. , 

The night of the 8th was passed in considerable disquietude by us 
all. The Cantonese and FoKienese were skirmishmg several times 
during the night, though with inconsiderable loss on either side. The 
latter lost about sixteen of their men. At about ten p. m. the Canton 
chief sent me word that the foreigners should be on the alert, as be 
could not defend the foreign residences against the Chinchew robbers, 
{Chinchew is a department (tf Fokien province;) but there was no as- 
sault on any foreign establishments. On the 10th an arrangement vas 
made between the chiefs to divide their territorial jurisdiction and the 
money, and to refer to some arbiter the question of rank between them; 
80 that comparative quiet has been restored for several days, thoo^ 
the Chinese of the vicinity inform us that their new rulers are commit- 
ting the most extravagant extortions from men of business ; and that rob- 
bery, larceny, and arson are constantly the occupations of their fol- 
lowers. It is most evident that the emeute has utterly paralyzed the 
commerce of the city, and has driven numbers of ihe respectable Chi- 
nese to ask protection in the houses of British and American and 
other foreign merchants, while the Chinese crowd the roads leading 
from Shanghai, actually flying they know not whither from the frightful 
anarchy which they have lelt behind. 

Each of the rebel chiefs has assumed the emblems of authority, and 
each visits the foreign consulates by turns to abuse his rival and to a^ 
sert for himself the right to command. Neither has the slightest idea 
of government or its proper attributes; and both practice on the unfor- 
tunates who sin against their code the most barbarous punishments. I 
heard lo-day of one having nailed the hands and feet of a criminal to 
the floor, and having kept him there until he was fainting, when be 
was decapitated and his head exposed to public view at the city gate. 
I assure you, sir, that the scenes which are hourly transpiring around 
me are revolting and sickening in the extreme. The supply of rice 
has been cut off" from the city, and the poor will famish in a few day*» 
unless they plunder from mere desperation. Each of these brigands 
declaies himself the faithful oflScer of the chief at Nankin, whose Ckrit 
tian advent is hailed with such enthusiasm through the western world. 

I have to regret that there is no naval force ot the United States here 
except the Saratoga, though her commander has placed his corvette 
iw convenient posilion to pioVecX. \!tve ^it^^tV^NAvycv ov xh^a citizens of tbe 
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United States in any emergency, has arranged signals for day and 
night with the consulate, and has a force of a hundred sailors ready to 
meet whatever exigency may occur. But the steamers Powhatan, Sus- 
qpehauna, and Mississippi, and Vandalia floop, are said to be at Hong 
Kong, Canton, and Macao. 

I cannot form a conjecture as to the future ; for, as I informed you 
heretofore would be the case in my opinion, the elements of social or- 
der are loose. The Chinese mind, springing from the long servility 
by which a despotism has confined it, now runs madly off into all the 
excesses of anarchy, and years may elapse before China will agahi 
know repose and peace. 

Her future can only be conjectured ; but I think it may be mirrored 
from the t)ast in the»nistory of France after the fall of the Cartovinian 
dynasty, or in the story of Italy after the fall of the empire — ^possibly, 
in that of France at the era of the revolution of the last century. Her 
people must be educated in the school of war before they will know 
the use of arms. Her Emperor has no army of soldiers, nor navy of 
tailofs. His officials are corrupt and imbecile, his means are exhaust- 
ed, and he«is a young man whose years have been surrendered to self- 
indulgence. He is not fit to command, and his race must soon close. 
The rebel chief at Nankin has no adherents among the substantial 
business men of the countrVf or among the farmers. The revolutionists 
are confederates in the Triad Spciety, (for this organization is the life 
of the rebellion,) and from the lowest and the most vicious, the most 
desperate and depraved. 

I submit a correspondence between myself and the American mer' 
chants of this place on the subject of duties. I will send the circular 
letter of (he vice-consul which has occasioned it. I request attention 
to it, as my letter oT 30th of May anticipated the question, but has not 
elicited a reply heretofore to guide my action. 

The circular of the Secretary of State, forbidding the employment 
of foreigners in the legations of the United States, arrived through the 
newspapers ; and I have most reluctantly discharged the Chinese writer, 
Ashing, who was so useful and so intelligent an assistant. He became 
apprehensive for his life, from certain hmts dropped by triads to hii» 
within a few days past, and has left this place. 

The vessel by which this "hasty" letter is to be forwarded is about 
to leave, and I must therefore subscribe myself * 

Your very obedient sei'vant, 

H. MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State. 



Legation United States of America, Shanghai, 

September 14, 1853. 

Gentlemen : I have received your communication dated on the 12th 
instant, and have duly and most deliberately considered its contents 
wiih the respect due to their source. 
17 
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When, you attribute to me a desire to foster and protect the inloresls 
of my countrymen in this distant empire, so far as I consistently can, 
.you accord to my conduct no more than justice ; but, at the same time, 
. I owe obligations of duty to the government of the United States, which 
require me to keep primarily in view the national in preference to any 
individual interests. Consulting my own sense of public duty, I must 
decline assent to that line of action which you wish to pursue in the 
existing state of affairs at Shanghai. 

You say, that as the presence of an insurrection has driven ths Chi- 
nese superintendent from his post and has destroyed the custom-hoiiie, 
the imperial authority no longer exists cU Shanghai; and therefore yoa 
should be allowed to avail yourselves of all advantages to be derived 
from considering Shanghai as a free port. In Qther terms, that you 
should be permitted to import and export merchandise without payii^ 
the duties provided by the treaty between China and the United Slates, 
and without being called on by (he comtd of the United States to male 
any provision for the ultimate payment thereof, when demanded bytk 
Chinese government through its superintendent of customs. 

I understand 3^ou distinctly as intimating your disinclination t(fecaie 
any just claim which China may have upon you in the estimation of ibe 
United States. You will therefore accept the views I shall now pre- 
sent as directed against the soundness of your proposition, and not 
against your conduct; for I am gratified to believe that, as good citizeiis, 
you will willingly conform to whatever regulations 'the authorities of the 
United States may consider proper under the circumstances. 
• It is an admitted maxim of the public law, that a government which 
permits its citizens to injure a foreign nation in its body or members, 
does no less injury to that nation than if the government itself inflictfd 
the injury. Hence any action by citizens of the United States, sanc- 
tioned by the government, is the same as though it were the act of gov- 
ernment, and mankind will hold the United States responsible for iu 
It is another maxim of the same public law, that " all nations are under 
a strict obligation to cultivate justice towards each other, to obsene it 
scrupulously, and carefully to abstain from everything that may violate 
it. Each ought to render to the others what belongs to them, to re- 
spect their rights, and to leave them in the peaceful enjoyment of them." 
If these maxims constitute the rule when nations are not bound to each ^ 
otter by any special compact, how much more shall the rights of a na- 
tion be observed when there exists a special contract defining them od 
the one hand, and expressly undertaking to observe them on the other. 
The treaty between China and the United States was not sought by 
the former; indeed, this government entered into it reluctandy, forit ,_ 
was contrary to a policy long cherished as essential to the safety of tbe 
government and the happiness of its subjects. By that treaty Shanghai 
was opened to citizens of the United States for trade ; they were per- 
mitted even to reside here with their families for that purpose, to buiU 
houses, and to bcgovtrnedby the laws of their own country. The duties tok 
paid on imports and exports were adapted to the most liberal scale- 
much less restrictive, indeed, than in our country. For their privile|[e^ 
and grants the United States absolutely and unconditionally guaranty 
thai their citizens trading Yveie sYvowYd ^^^-5 t\\e duties prescribed by the 
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tariff Penalties were provided to be imposed on the citizen who violates 
the law ; and the manner in which China would collect the duties was 
prescribed. But now that manner cannot be pursued because of dis- 
turbances created by insurgents, who have so threatened the life of the 
Chinese superintendent of customs that he is afraid publicly to discharge 
his official functions. But you all know he is neither dead, nor has he 
left this vicinity. The treaty ii not dead; for, if it were, 1 should have 
no business here, your country no privileges, you no safety for your per- 
sons or property. The obligations of both parties to the contract sur- 
vive the invasion of Shanghai by the horde which now holds it in pos- 
session. You must accept the treaty altogether, or reject it altogether. 
If you may avail yourselves of the idea that the imperial authority is 
" non-existent here," in order to justify citizens of the United Stiates in 
seizing all "the advantages of a free port" by shipping off cargoes of 
te2is and silks, without any provision for the payment of duties, you 
must accept the correlative proposition, that tne imperial authority is 
released from all liabiHty for your protection, in persons or property, in 
this port. Can 1 ignore the Emperor and his government while I am, 
as Commissioner, accredited to him as the chief of the empire? Shall 
I observe the treaty at Canton, and violate it at Shanghai ? Suppose 
the insurgents now in Shanghai break into your warehouses, burn your 
dwelhngs, maltreat your families, and plunder your property, are you. 
prepared to comenl to the conclusion that you have no claim on China/or in- 
demniiy f If you waut to take " advantages'^ on the one hand, you must 
be prepared to bear losses on the other. If you would venture the mil- 
lions of property now on hand in this market upon such an abandon- 
ment of the treaty, for the mere purpose of savino; or acquiring a few 
thousand dollars of duties ^ you may, when it shall be too late, find that 
your own construction ofyour country's obligations, and those of China, 
has relieved both governments of all claim on your part for any in- 
demnity. But you assert that you have not now any protection. I hav« 
not been informed that you have been attacked, your personal security 
invaded, or your property seized by lawless persons. When any such 
occurrence transpires, your claim for protection from China will be op- 
portune, and the protection guarantied by the treaty will then be found 
m the ability of China to indemnify you, and in the will and power of 
the United States to enforce the demand for your benefit. 

Your idea that the treaty imports an obligation on the part of China 
that the interior shall be preserved in tranquillity, in order that foreign 
merchants may have good markets and high prices for their imports, 
extends the signification of that instrument much further than was con- 
teniiJated by its able negotiator. Such a construction has never been, 
given to any treaty in the civilized world, and I presume never will be. 

What possible advantage can result from a failure to pay duties 
according to the treaty ? Who is to be benefited by the svcctss of such a 
project? If you do not pay the duties here, the Chinese seller of tea 
or silk must pay them in the interior, and tlie prices will rise by the 
amount of the duties. The American consumer will never be bene- 
fited by the operat,ion. Your correspondents in the United States will, 
receive no advantage. I cannot fancy any leasow fox ^vviv^Vj w^j^^^w 
such a proposition, or any sufficient mouve for lis sido^Uou^^ 'YXNa^^^Oc*. 
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of such a course as you propose would be, I fear, to expose the United 
States to the charge of being controlled by sordid calculation, and to 
cause the Chinese government to estimate the future promises of the 
United States as valuable or valueless, according to the opportunities 
our countrymen might have of profit or loss, and not according to a 
sense of moral obligation. 

Your next proposition is,* that I shall at least substitute other refla- 
tions for those published by the vice-consul. I have considered the 
objections to those regulations which you have advanced, and they are 
not sufficient to induce me to make any change. I will not prolong 
this letter by entering on a discussion of the minutiae of those rules, 
but I will observe that the law presumes a consul to be a fair and hon- 
orable man ; the President appoints a merchant to the oflSce, and I 
cannot, in the absence of all evidence of an abuse of his ofl5cial por- 
tion, alter the rules deemed requisite to an efficient discharge of hii 
official function merely because he is a merchant. The course to be 
taken by the vice-consul was the subject of a consultation with me, and 
I am unable to see in the rules he has adopted such undue stringency 
as to require my interference. I would gladly do everything to oblijje 
you that is in my power, and my only object is to preserve the line of 
conduct which justice and good faith seem to require. If I have erred 
you cannot sufler, fcr I shall take great pleasure in submitting to ibc 
consideration of the President of the United States this whole matter 
by the earliest opportunity, in order that mv own views may be con- 
firmed or rejected by his more experienced judgment. 

With respect, I am, &c., &c.. 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL 

Messrs. Smith, King & Co., 
Wetmore & Co., 
Bull, Nye & Co., 
A. Heard & Co., 

American Merchants. 



Shanghai, September 12, 1853. 

Sir: We, the undersigned American merchants, now resident i^ 
Shanghai, beg leave to submit the following communication : 

We have received an oflicial circular, dated 9th insi., irom the Cni- 
led States vice-consul, containing certain new rules and regulations 
respecting the ascertainment and collection of the customs duties upon 
our trade at this port. Although it is stated in said circular that fliese 
rules and regulations have the entire approval of your excellency, y^ 
they appear to us to be so exacting and stringent, and so far beyooJ 
what we believe to be the province and duties of the United States 
consul, that we beg to appeal from the said consul to your excellency, 
and to submit some of our reasons for this appeal, in the hope that you 
will, upon reconsideration, give instructions to the consul to modify the 
rules which he has issued. 

We beg respectfully to say to your excellency, that while we wiih 
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and intend to be good and loyal citizens of the United States abroad, 
as well as at home, and to pay all due honor to the officers and obe- 
dience to the requisitions of our government, we cannot quietly submit 
to be the subjects of arbitrary power, and therefore we protest against 
these consular decrees. 

We now beg to state frankly our own opinions in reference to the 
existing state of things at this port. It is manifest that the power of 
tbe Emperor of China (with whom our country has a treaty) is com- 
pletely overturned, in fact, is non-existent at this port ; that, in conse- 
quence thereof, not only are there no officers to attend to the collection 
of the customs, but the absence of all the imperial officers from this 
port and vicinity causes serious injury to our trade in every respect. 
The coming of produce to the port is stopped ; there is literally no sale 
at all for our imports; and the cost of creating fur^s even for the small 
quantity of produce now here is enormous. As all this injury arises 
from the inability of the Chinese government to maintain its power 
here, it appears lo us especially hard that, while we n^pst endure all 
the evils, we should be prevented from reaping any of the advantages 
of our present position. We think, that if by a construction of the 
treaty we are bound to reserve the " customs" for the Emperor, while 
his own officers are not here to collect them, that he is bound by the 
same principle of construction to a liability for the injuries which we 
sustain from the same cause; hence, while the Emperor is not held re- 
sponsible for the one, why should we be made liable for the other f 

We are aware that payment of duties, according to the tariff, is a 
conduion upon which we are permitted to trade in China, and that the 
.tariff is a part of the treaty ; but does not the treaty at the same time 
oblige the Emperor to protect ns " when peaceably attending to our af- 
fairs ?" Where is that protection now f 

If the Chinese fail to comply with its part of the compact, either by 
intent or from inability, why should we be compelled to perform our 
part ? 

We believe that, in the present lapse of legal authority, this port be- 
comes, for the time being, a free 'port; and it certainly would be so to 
us now, were it not for the presence of the officers of our government. 

Such are our opinions, which we respectfully submit. We by no 
meahs presume to constitute ourselves judges in the matter, but must 
look to your excellency for a decision. 

We do not wish to evade the payment of any just claim upon us un- 
der the treaty, or such as our governijient,»in its wisdom, should see fit 
lo sanction. If your excellency should decide that our view of the ex- 
isting state of things as above given is wrong, and that some means 
must be adopted to meet the contingency of an admitted demand from 
the imperial government for the duties upon the business now being 
transacted, we trust you will cause a different code of rules to be issued 
for our guidance than those which have appeared in the consrdar cir- 
cular or the 9th instant. We have objections, indeed, to all these; but 
leaving the first and second, we beg to call your special attention to the 
third rule, which •* demands the production of any paper or document- 
ary evidence the consul may require." 
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Now, we think your excellency will readily apprehend the aversion 
which we naturally have to submit all our commercial documents to 
the inspection of a rival merchant^ who would thereby have an insist 
into all our transactions, while his own are hidden in that privacy which 
we all desire for ourselves, and which, at times, is of importance to a 
successful result. We therefore beg that this rule be entirely expunged. 

In reference to the fourth rule, we beg to say, that we do not see aur 
good reason why we should be obliged to act for others. We think 
that the duties which this rule prescribes belong especially to a "col- 
lector of customs," and we know of no warrant under which the consul 
can enjoin them upon us. We therefore beg that this onerous rule may 
be expunged. 

We think that no responsibility should rest upon us excepting forour 
own transactions ; thtt we should be liable only for the duties upon oar 
own imports and exports, and upon the block of the ship to our con- 
signment ; that neither the ship nor ourselves should be held responsi- 
ble for the duties upon the imports and exports of other parties, bejond 
that of giving a memorandum of the bills of lading. 

Respecting the fifth rule, we would say> in reference to its first re- 
quisition, viz., "that of payment of silver mto the consular office," that 
we protest in the strongest manner against its application to us. The 

Eractical operation of this would, in fact, be nothing more than the 
jvying a heavy contribution, at an enormous sacrifice, upon all the 
American merchants here, to supply the treasury (for an indefinite pe- 
riod) of their brother merchant who acts as consul. 

In regard to the latter clause of the fifth rule, we beg to suggest, that 
in place thereof we be required to give a written obligation, payable* 
to the legal representative of the Emperor, for the amount of the duties 
due upon our several transactions; said amount to be paid forty days 
after due notice is given to us that the fulfilment of the obligation is de- 
manded by the Emperor, and this demand is sanctioned by our gov- 
ernment. 

The manner in which the amounts of the obligations are to be as- 
certained must of course be prescribed by our government officers; but 
we earnestly hope that your excellency will favorably consider our ob- 
jections to the " rules" lately issued by the consul, and cause others to 
be substituted. 

As some of the foregoing remarks appear to reflect upon the consult 
we wish fully to disclaim all intention of any invidious reflections upon 
hrm personally; but we do d"esire»to call the special attention of your 
excellency to our strong objections to the system which confers such 
high powers and judicial authority upon a rival merchant. , 

We feel assured^ that while your excellency will maintain the good 
faith and honor of our government in its treaty relations with the Em- 
peror of China, it is also your intention and pleasure, at the same 
time, to foster and protect the interests of your countrymen who are 
residing in this distant empire, so far as you consistently can. 

We have therefore ventured to make this communication of our opin- 
ions to your excellency, trusting that you will make due allowance for 
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he defects in the expression of them, will give them your fevorable 
iXMisideration, and honor us with an early reply. 

We remain, with high respect, your excellency*s most obedient ser- 
vant, 

SMITH, KING & CO. 

WETMORE & CO. 

AUGUSTINE HEARD & CO. 

BULL, NYE & CO. 

To his Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

United States Commissioner to China. 



OflScial — ^No. 31.] Legation of U. S. A., Shanghai, China, 

September 21, 1853. 

Sm: Your despatch No. 8 was received on the 19th instant. 

I am gratified to know that, by a strict fulfilment of treaty obligations 
nd a rigid adherence to the principle of non-intervention in the disputes 
•etween the Chinese, I have pursued the course heretofore which your 
astructions point out for my future guidance. . 

The passage in your letter which invokes vigilance and activity on 
ay part in protecting the property and securing the rights of Ameri- 
an citizens, during the agitation in this country, will have already been 
ubstantially responded to by my former despatches. 

It is curious that, while the Department of State impresses the ne- 
«ssity of vigilance and activity upon the Commissioner, the commander 
»f the naval forces relies upon his instructions from the Navy Depart- 
nent to justify, if not to have required, the withdrawal of the entire 
unal force of the United States from this coast at a moment of extreme 
>eril to the very persons and interests you desire to protect It is my 
luty to observe, m this connexion, that since Commodore Perry sailed 
lence in May last, he has studiously avoided communication with me. 
\Jthough the condition of affairs at Shanghai, and my own situation at the 
ime, should have been sufficient to awaken some solicitude on his part, 
le has manifested none by word or deed. The delivery of the President's 
etier having been accomplished at Uragawa in July, the commodore 
epaired with the whole fleet, except the Plymouth and Saratoga, to 
Song Kong; and I learn, indirectly, that the steam-frigates Powhatan 
uid Susquehanna, the corvette Macedonian, and the sloop Vandalia, 
ire now lying at Cumsingmoon, at anchorage in a snug harbor, cele- 
brated as a resort for opium-smugglers, while the commodore is resi- 
ling ashore at Macao. The Saratoga was sent to this place to go into 
lock, and she was at the time that Shanghai fell into the hands of the 
"ebels actually dismantled and defenceless. It has not been the plea- 
sure of the commodore to inquire how he could aid me in the objects 
^f my mission, or advance by his force the interests of the United 
States in this country. His conduct towards me oflScially has been 
grossly discourteous to the government I represent, and so continues to 
^e. 1 have represented this fact to the Department ot Sv\i\.^\v^\^\afet^. 
No e&ciencf in the service of the United Stales^ eixYiex qan^ ot \^aN'5!^^ 
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should be expected while the departments continue to overlook such 
conduct as marked the command of Commodore Aulick, and now di&- 
tJDguishes that of Commodore Perry. An increase of dignity and emol- 
uments of my oflSce by Congress must ever prove useless and insuf- 
ficient to secure public good, if the naval commanders may with im- 
punity render all efibrts of th« Commissioner abortive by 'Withdrawing 
the naval force from co-operation with him, by cutting off communica- 
tion with him entirely — indeed, denying him the means of locomotion. 
And the injustice done to the Commissioner personally is perfectly iih 
significant, when compared with the loss sustained by rfie United Slates 
in the failure to procure commercial advantages by seizing opportune 
moments to effect favorable conventions, and in the spectacle their ser- 
vice exhibits in the view of foreign powers. The copy of tMe *' Chinese 
Mail" which I send you by this post will prove that my situation in 
China has provoked the sympathy even of the British colonial piess. 
This fact is truly mortifying. 

I have dwelt on these points thus at length, not with the view of re- 
iterating complaints, but to demonstrate to you the injustice which will 
be done to me by relying on **my vigilance and activity" under the cir- 
cumstances that surround me. Amoy and China, two of the open ports 
of China, are in the hands of the insurgents, and rumors are nfe of 
disturbances in Ningpo 'and Fuhchowfbo. But I have been lefl here 
without the means of locomotion since May last, unless I take passa^ 
hence in an opium-smuggUng schooner, or in a merchant steamer be- 
longing to British merchants at Hong Kong, which plies irregularly 
about once a month between Victoria and Shanghai. I have no meaoi 
to repair to any of the other ports of China, unless I had the use of a 
national vessel or could charter a private one. With these explana- 
tions, 1 assure the department that the utmost of my poor ability will 
be faithfully exerted, to the extent of the means I can cemmandy in obe- 
dience to and in compliance with your instructions ** to guard the rights 
lives and properly of my fellow-citizens in China. 

The mission to China is unlike any other the United States send 
abroad. To attain the usual degiee of usefulness, the Commissioner 
must have many appliances which are not required by other missions. 
As I am apprized by the newspapers from Washington that an emi- 
nent citizen has been selected by the President to succeed me at this 
post, any suggestions for the benefit of the service of the United States, 
additional to those I have heretofore submitted, might serve only to em- 
barrass him. I take the liberty now to repeat them, as essential in my 
opinion to the efficient, prompt, and energetic discharge of the Commis- 
sioner's duties : 

1. Two or three small steamers, drawing from nine to fourteen feeti 
detached from the general fleet in these seas, and placed to guard the 
American interests at Shanghai and Canton, subject to the orders (or 
the "requests'*) of the Commissioner. 

2. A division of the offices of secretary and interpreter, and the 

employment of a gentleman in the last-named office whose entire tiinc 

may be devoted to a thorough acquisition of the language of China in 

its various dialects. His salary should be at least $4,500 per annumt 

for he cannot live for less motie^% T!\io '^i^^atLX. ydxkx^x^xsx would make 
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a competent appointee to such a post, I presume to say, if he would de- 
vote his time to its duties. 

3. To employ in the legation Chinese writers, and American youths 
to study the Chinese language. 

4. The erection of commodious jails, both at Canton and Shanghai, 
to confine therein persons convicted of cfime of imprisoned for mis- 
demeanors, under the law of August 11, 1848. 

5. A revision of the law of 1848, so as to make it conform, in all its 
details, to the constitution of the United States. 

I designed, on this last subject, to submit my views in an official 
paper, but it is probable now that I may reserve them for a merely in- 
formal, verbal communication with the President. 1 have noted care- 
fully your desire to be informed as to the character and progress of the 
rebellion in China. According to the best information I could obtain 
firom time to time, I have heretofore given you at least all I knfw upon 
the subject, and not imfrequently my speculations upon the probabili- 
ties of the future. 

It is my opinion that if China drives the present Emperor from the 
throne, and closes the dynasty to which he belongs, she will know • 
peace and repose no more during our day and generation. 

The idea which is now so widely disseminated, and so readily ac- 
cepted by Christendom, that the revolution in China, like modern Eu- 
ropean revolutions, may be effected in a few months or in a few years, 
and will secure hberal intercourse, free interchange and trade, and the 
high moral bearing which Christianity teaches, overlooks the peculiar 
characteristics of the Chinese, and rests upon a total ignorance of their 
history, or a wilful self-deception. There is not another people on 
earth so wedded to ancient customs as the Chinese. The forms taught 
at the matei^ial knee are sedulously observed throughout life ; the max- 
ims and principles instilled by tne parent make Chinese landmarks 
for life. The literature of China, embracing the ethics of Confucius, is 
older than our Christian philosophy; so is the system of Buddhism. 
The scholar plods his weary way amone; the Chinese classics, in some 
one or other of their departments, to gather the rudiments oi' education^ 
just as the American youth makes his progress through Caesar, Virgil, and 
Livy, in the institutions of the New World. Thus mind is practised, 
formed, and developed in each hemisphere. But in China the literary 
examination is an ordeal one must pass in order to obtain governmental 
employment ; whereas, in the western world, merit asserts itself 
wherever and whenever the theatre of action is presented. It is our 
policy to promote it after its public exhibition. The rebel chief pledges 
h'un8e\£ to purify the literary examinations^ so that merit may more surely 
secure promotion. This is but an appeal to the disappointed many 
who have failed to secure degrees ; in other words, to the '* outs" against 
the administrative power, which has failed to meet their expectations. 
This institution is exclusive. It cuts off all hope of elevation in the 
State from the miJlion; therefore, "the million" cares nothing about the 
government, except for the performance of its duty, to give to the sub- 
ject adequate protection for person and property. The new chief pro- 
pases no broader basis than that occupied by the reigumg Em^crt^ 

The rebel chief has published a long ediYcV., ^VvvcV ^nxa>\xsX^ \s^ '^ 
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defence from the charge that his religion is that of the foreigners. Ifc* 
insists that he derives his system from the ancient Chinese classics^ fronr 
which he quotes most liberally to prove his position. Yet it is vmiei 
that he is a follower of our Saviour, and a preacher of the Christian' 
religion ! I consider that par^ of the story to he unsupported by evidence ; wo/r 
do I believe he would, timer any circumstances, avow such a belirf to the 
Chinese. On the contrary, he will adhere most strictly to the ancient 
customs and religion of China ; he will study and follow Confucius and 
Mencius; he will maintain the empire; he will preserve the etiquette 
of the ancient Chinese court; and he unll seek to conform as nearly as pos- 
sible to the prgudiccs and prepossessions of his countrymen, in order to m 
popular favor. But with all this effort he will not succeed, should be 
make any material change among the privileged classes as existing at 
present. The Chinese are divided into clans, some of which, I am in- 
formed, can muster thousands of troops to the field. The chiefs of 
clans are not to assist the present Emperor ; but they will not yield 
obedience to any successor who proposes to interfere with their privi- 
leges already secured. The trials of the taipingwan will only commenee 
« when he shall attempt to levy ta^es and dispense offices. Until that moment 
arrives he will never, in fact, be in contact with the substantial men of 
China; but so soon as he pronounces any considerable change, the edu- 
cated mind, the personal and political ambition of China, and the tax- 
payers of the empire, will join in revolt and challenge his authority. 

Thus far he has not attempted an exertion of authority over any sec- 
tion of the country. When his forces entered a city or town, the man' 
darins either fled for safety or were butchered at their posts. When be 
had levied satisfactory contributions to his military chest, his force 
marched away, and the imperial authorities quietly resumed the dis- 
charge of their oflBcial functions. Thus he progressed thrciugh several 
hundreds of miles, even to the city of Nankin. No attempt at the insMit- 
tion of civil government was made. He was besieged in Nankin and Chin- 
kiangfoo without having secured to his party one single position upoa 
the entire route of his army. He hoped, up to the moment of the cap- 
ture of Nankin, to make this a war of races, but there was not suflBcient 
elasticity in the Chinese mind to respond to his policy. 

I regard his army as superior to the troops of the Emperor, for these 
are positively beneath contempt. It may be that the same plan has 
been pursued elsewhere that was adopted at Shanghai, to wit : enlist- 
ing members of the Triad Society in the imperial corps, who would find' 
some support from the pay, but would desert to the enemy in the pro- 
gress of tne action. It is certain that, from some cause, the imperial 
troops south of the Yellow river have never fought or tried to sustain the 
shock of a single battle. Yet all this tide of success on the part of tbe 
rebel chieftain has failed to awaken the slightest enthusiasm in the 
bosoms of the great body of the people. 

I have noticed the extravagance of the press both of England and 
America in commenting upon this rebellion. Some regard it as the 
most momentous event since Constantine unfurled the banner of tbe 
Cross, and as promising to exert an influence over Asia as powerfiil as 
did that event over the Romatv ercv^\ie. The theology ot renovated 
Asia will probably only be se\x\ed aS\.et ^et?b^c\ivvw\%<^^iwi\a^4!^ 



. H. Doc. 123. 267 

rife, and the overthrow of all existing civilization, as was the case in 
c example cited; but if the fate of Asia should be similar to that of 
urope, the fortunate individuRl who shall represent the United States 
«Be five centuries hence may be the first to inform his government of 
c re-establishment of order, and the dawn of a new civilization in 
huna. So many centuries were passed in the darkness of the middle 
;es. 

I believe that I am, by my nature, as zealous for progress — ^liberal 
•ogress — as any one of my countrymen. I sincerely sympathize with 
rery popular movement designed to give liberal inslitutions to a coun- 
y, to elevate the condition of the people, or to promote a more general 
id enlightened system of international intercourse. But I see none of 
(ese stimulants to my sympathy in this rebellion. I look upon it as a 
ELT of factions waged for power merely, without principle. It is only 
le harbinger of a storm which is shortly to overwhelm the commerce, 
dustrial interests, and whatever there is of attainment and civilization 
I China. 

I believe that, when the Tartar djnisty shall have been overthrown, 
16 fate of China will be the sport c/f chance. I shall not be surprised 

behold awave/rc/m Christendom overwhelming the sons of Attila 

their native land, just as his hordes overran western Europe. If this 
)es not occur, it will not be for the want of desire to swell the hmits 
* empires already established upon the ruins of Persia and India, 
lilt upon the sacrificed rights and blood of the weak and helpless. 
[lould western nations restrain their hands, China will be divided 
nong the leaders of clans, who will be created chiefs or kings of small 
incipalities, and a long civil war alone will solve the problem of her 
tare destiny. There is one counterjK)ise only to the njost absolute 
isorganization and violent anarchy. Men must submit. The earth' 
m scarcely maintain this population, and the people must devote a 
3rtion of their time to the procurement of food and raiment. This 
*cessity will modify the progress and reign of disorder to a limited 
aent. The philanthropist can only rest upon the hope, that through 
lis n^quisition to stay the ravages of war, until man can extract his 
read from the bosom of earth, a middle class may assert its power, 
id, in the sequel, assume control of the future destiny of China. 

There is one fict worthy of the constant. attention of the statesman 
'ho studies China, because it affects \he policy of the empire. Pop- 
laiion in China presses upon the power or the earth to afford subsist- 
ice to the people. The Chinese statesman is compelled to shape the 
iws so as to atf(:)rd employment to the maximum of hands, instead of 
riving to afford, by an economy of labor and time, the maximum of 
refit to capital. Competition must be regulated — order and regulated 
ibdi vision must be introduced into all the departments of labor to 
revcnt an exclusion of the weak from participation in employment, 
ttd to forbid to capital the creation of monopolies. In truth, sir, the 
3ndition of China has called her statesmen to practise almost the very 
inverse of all the propositions which are received as axioms in Euro- 
ean and American -political economy. And so vast is the mass to be 
sgulated, so redundant the population, so exlenswe \5cve exw^vt^^ ^^ 
aried the production, 8o complicated the interesXa, vWx \ xvo \wv^x 
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wonder at the fear and trembling with which the Chinese poliiiciaa 
shrinks from the slightest disturbance of the governmental machineir. 
l^he more I study and learn the motives for Chinese regulations, toe 
less I tee to excite nay surprise at their adoption, and the reluctance 
with which every idea of change is entertained. 

Still, there is among the mandarins a hauteur and arrogance which, 
to western men, are exceedingly distasteful, and apparently absuri 
The parade of rank is, however, always separate from the philosophy 
of a national polity, though it may be convenient to make the grades 
of society. But eyen in tnis particular the code of the rebels promises 
no improvement upon the etiquette of the ruling dynasty ; and the 
reason is to be found in the adherence of the Chinese to ancient cus- 
toms; in a word, it is the result of education, and the rebel chief can- 
not escape the conditions it imposes, yet preserve public respect 
Hence the pretender, Hung-tsien-chuen, whose reign is styled taiping- 
wan, assumes celestial power and virtue as his personal attributes, 
becomes inmsiblei closets himself in his harem oi thirty concubines, 
and enjoins the observance of court etiquette and forms as laws of the 
first importance, to be enforced by the severest penal sanctions. Hence, 
too, the rabble horde now in possession of Shanghai adopt the official 
characters that exist by the imperial authority, and each of the claim- 
ants of the local oflBce of taoutae passes us, preceded by the umbrella 
of State, the gong, the executioners, the halberdiers, and the company 
of spearmen. The mock duke in the play was not more awkward in 
the robes he assumed, during his master's absence, than are these raeo 
in their attempt to display the dignity of station before the Chinese 
world ; yet the force of custom compels the experiment, and they 
obey it ; so they must, to the conclusion, whether it turns out tragedy 
or farce. 

These are my opinions, formed under the best light to examine the 
philosophy and causes of this civil war, as well as its probable results. 
rhey are not- the views commonly entertained ; but I am a disinter- 
esled and impartial spectator, and I have been a careful observer of 
the progress of the revolution. I would prefer the chance of securing 
important changes of policy on the part of China, from the fears aw 
hopes of the reigning Emperor, to the prospect of introducing them 
simultaneously with tne rule of a new dynasty. 

I see nothing at present to induce the United States to depart, in any 
particular, from the policy towards China heretofore obser\ ed, excet)t 
to press for the residence of their Commissioner at the capital of ik 
empire. That aim once attained, the interior must soon be opened for 
travel, on business or for pleasure, to the citizens of the United States, 
because communications between the Commissioner and consuls of the 
five ports will be a necessary consequence of the residence of the Com- 
missioner; and, having once broken over the barrier of Chinese exclu- 
siveness, the custom will soon prevail of permitting the citizens of 
western nations to pass through China witnout molestation. It ^ 
also open the port of Tientsin to foreign commerce; and that, .iddcdt^ 
the ports of entry already open, will be sufficient for every purpose w 
legiumate trade between China and the rest of the world. 

I am gratified that the PxesideuX. \vaa \e,^ \.o txj?^ or^nx. ^d^eot the r 
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OTopriety of ccHyperaiion with the British authorities in Chinese affairs. 
There is a national prejudice against English people in the bosoms of 
ihe Chinese which induces resistance to every request Great Britain 
can make. China gives to England no privilege that is not extorted by 
fear. This prejudice has been confessed to me by Chinese oflScials ; 
and the reluctance to allow a privilege to England has been assigned, 
privately, more than once, as a reason for refusing to concede more to 
the United States. China has not been inattentive to the policy of 
Great Britain in India, and actually trembleis for her own safety — I 
think not without good cause — for Great Britain has exhibited "in her 
eastern conquests neither fear of Heaven nor love of justice among 
men. Nevertheless, I will obey your instructions to confer freely when 
a conference shall promise to be advantageous, and the confideiaee shall 
appear to be reciprocal between the British minister and myself— an 
event I am not simple enough to anticipate from my past experience 
and observation. 

As to the progress of the rebellion, I repeat, (that you may fix the 
fact in your mind,) that the masses of the working people and business 
men of Chi;ia have nt)t engaged at all in this war, and, above all things, 
desire repose and peace. The rebels have nowhere attempted to in- 
stitute government upon a basis different from the existing organization 
under the empire, and, if successful, will only change the personnel — 
not the substance or forms — of government. 

I have rumors of the rapid approach of a corps or division of the 
rebel force upon Pekin, and of the movements of the insurgents in the 
provinces of Shantung and Pechiii, but I do not credit them. The last 
movement of the rebels that I have remarked was unsuccessful. I in- 
formed you in July that the rebel chief would move westward alone 
the Yellow river until he reached the rolling country in Shansi ana 
Shensi, so as to organize a cavalry force in that country, and to pos- 
sess himself at the same time of the great causeway leading from 
Pekin into the southwestern provinces. His column has pursued a 
direction to justify the belief that my anticipation of his movements 
and purposes was correct. Passing Kaifung, (the old capital of Honan,) 
the rebel army crossed the Yellow river and changed its direction so as 
to advance upon Weihung, a prefect town in Shansi. This movement 
was a good tactic, lor it skirted the great plain, covered the rolling 
country in the rear, and seized the head of navigation of the Weiho or 
Enpo, which river empties into tlie Peijio at Tientsin, and communi- 
cates with the grand canal at Lintsing, in Shantung. If he had suc- 
ceeded in holding Weihung, he could have organized a force strong 
enough to descend -to Lintsing, and, by occupying it, to have turnea 
the rear of all the forces between it and Chinkiangfoo. This would 
have cut off their communication with Pekin, which he would then 
have threatened, since he could have descended with his whole power 
on Tientsin. Lintsing is three hundred and sixty miles from Pekin, 
and three hundred from the Peiho. The country between Lintsing and 
the Yellow river is so subject to inundation by the Yellow river, that 
large tracts of it can be overflowed at pleasure. It is only to be occu- 
pied by an army by possessing th^liues of mo\\Tv\.avTV& ^Yto\i^^N>aKt- 
tung, or the line of the grand canal. MiYilat^ ^a\a oS. cowsvsi^^'?^^ 
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strength are fixed upon the opnal between Lintsing and Ae rrrar/a 
distance of aboirt two hundred and twenty-five miles. From this ex- 
planation you will readily understand the movement of the rebel g«^ 
eral; but it did not succeed. Crossing the Yellow riVer, he encoun- 
tered, for the first time, the Mongol Tartar cavalry, and was beal^, 
with considerable loss, (the Pekm Gazette says 4,000,) back to the 
Yellow river, which was with much diflSculty recrossed by the rem- 
nant of the force. It is said that Lo, late commandant of the rebel 
force at Chinkiang, was ordered to proceed at once to join the army 
near iCaifung, but whether to try the experiment agaia or not, I cafiooC 
say. 

My impression is, that the taipingwan will hold the line of the Yd- 
low river until spring, and that the Emperor will hold Pekin and the 
northern provinces. My opinion is, the rebels cannot progress beyoDd 
that line with success or safety unless by the water-courses, and could 
not march the twelve miles from the river to Pekin if the whole force 
was at that point to-day, for the simple reason that they have no cav- 
alry to withstand the charge of the Mongol Tartars, and no heavy, 
well-drilled infantry. 

Men without any knowledge of war, or experience in its details, write 
and talk all manner of folly in relation to the movementsof the rebds. 
From their assertions, one would infer that a force moves hundtedsof 
miles through a densely-populated country, to seize the capital of a 
great empire, with as much facility as a missionary will preaqi a se^ 
mon. I think time will prove their error, and enlighten the public 
mind. This is but the threatening of the commencement of a generd 
civil war m China. 

In this particular section the presence of the rebel force in Shang- 
hai has stopped trade entirely. Detachments have been sent into the 
surrounding country to take the villages and departmental towns. In 
some of these excursions the invaders have been defeated by the peo- 
Ze, with great loss. The general feeling of the Chinese about Shang- 
ai is, that these are robbers and pirates from the seas, and not regular 
rebels belonging lo an organized insurrection. Crowds are leaving the 
city every day. The rebels are busy making gun-carriages and swords, 
and establishing magazines of arms and ammunition; but no one can 
tell their exact object in these preparations, it may be to resist the 
Emperor, or it may be to attack the foreign population of Shanghai. 
I would as readily attempt to foretill the movements of the Bedouins 
of the desert as to predict tlffe action of this horde at Shanghai. To 
suffer them to remain in such proximity to us unmolested, should prove 
to you how firmly and closely we adhere to the principle of non-nUer- 
vention. It is said 1,250 of these rebels approached Tichong a few 
days since, and the rebel flag was hoisted on the walls to decoy them 
into the city. The device succeeded, and only forty escaped the mas- 
sacre that Ibllowed. Yesterday an assault was made by another band 
on a village about five miles from this place, and the people repulsed 
the rebels with severe loss to the assailants. Anaoy is again the scene 
of very sharp fighting, with a strong prospect of its recapture by the 
imperiaJists. 
tSbanghsLi will probably be ibe Sbene o^ aWxxk m^l^NH ^^K^^^^^iLcbi 
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I will observe and describe. The viceroy, E-liang, is now at Loo- 
chow, (7.5 miles hence,) and can bring an army here by water in two 
days with ^ase. * . * 

I now send forward the consular circular alluded to in my despatch 
No. 30, and also communications, touching the present state of affairs, 
made by ma to the imperial commissioner at Canton, and to the viceroy 
of the Liang Kiang. 

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Mahcy, ^ 

Secretary of State. ' 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

September 9, 1853. 

The undersigned gives notice to American citizens, and to consignees 
and shippers by American ^hips, that, in consequence of the breaking 
up of the Chinese custom-house for foreign trade at this port and th« 
absence of aiijr recognised authority for the collection of duties, he con- 
siders it necessary, in the performance of his obligations under the treaty 
of the United States with China, to take some measures by which the 
customs through American shipping, during the interregnum, shall not 
be lost to the Chinese government. For the grounds of this decision, 
he refers them to article second of the treaty between the United States 
and the Chinese empire, which provides that "citizens of the United 
States resorting to China for the purposes of commerce will pay the 
duties of import and export prescribed in the tariff, which is fixed by 
and made a part of this treaty." 

This plain de'claration, made without reservation or proviso of any 
kind, is in force as long as the treaty exists, under any circumstances. 

He therefore now publishes the following regulations under which, 
and under which alone, he will give up ships' papers without the pro- 
duction of the grand chap, when ready to depart; and he recommends 
to all consignees of American vessels to make it a condition, when let- 
ting out freight to hire, that these regulations shall be strictly submit- 
ted to, as a refusal on the. part of any shipper would undoubtedly re- 
sult in the detention of the ship. 

He has pleasure in saying that this step has the entire approval of 
his excellency Mr. Marshall, the Commissioner of the United Stales, 
and that the regulations are similar to those adopted by her Britan- 
nic Majesty's consul. 

Provisional rules for the clearing of ships, in the absence of a custom-house 

establishment. 

1. The consignees of each ship to give into this office a declaration 
in writing of all the parties to whom iniports have been consigned, and 
of all those who are shippers of outward cargo. 

2. Each importer or shipper to make a declaration in writing of the 
quantity and description of goods, the number of ip^ck^^^?»>vViOT.^^\^:^ 
and value, when the two latter conditions affect tVve AxxNAfc^. 
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8. In the event of doubt arising as to the accuracy of thesfe partrcri- 
lars, the same to be supported by the production of any papers or doc- 
umentary evidence the consul may see fit to requir^. 

4. The consignee of the ship to present a schedule of the particulars 
of cargo, and duties payable on goods and ship, corresponding with 
the several declarations of importers and shippers in wnat conccrm 
these. 

6. The amounts thus shown to be due from importers, shippers, and 
consignees of vessels, to be paid into this oflSce, either in silver, as they 
would have had t© pay if the custonj^house authorities had received the 
duties, or by the bill of the several parties payable on demand, after 
forty days' sight, in Shanghai, to the Chinese superintendent of customB. 

EDWD. CUNNINGHAM, 

Vke-Canstd U. 8. A. 



Humplu-ey Marshall, Commissioner of the Um'ted States of America, 
makes this necessary communication to Y66, the imperial commis- 
sioner, &c., &c., of China : 

The citizens of the United States , of America, while peaceably at- 
tendinff to their own affairs at the port of Shanghai, as allowed by the 
treaty oetween China and the United States, find their persons and 
property endangered by a formidable body of armed insurgents, who 
have murdered some of ihe imperial officers, and have possessed them- 
selves of the city. It becomes my duty to inform your excellency of 
this fact, and to request the prompt employment of adequate means to 
insure the safety of American citizens and their property engaged in 
commerce at this port. 

I shall cause a fair inventory of the property to be made out by the 
owners ; and your excellency will be pleased to understand, iix)m this 
notification, that should any loss to the same be suffered, by reason of 
the lawless violence of the subjects of China, the claim for a fair and 
just indemnity will be made upon China by the government of the 
United States of America. 

The government of the United States of America, anxious to testify 
the friendship really entertained for that of China, has sedulously in** 
pressed upon its citizens, through the undersigned, their obligation to 
preserve perfect neutralitj" in the contest among the Chinese; and as 
they will be compelled by authority to confine themselves to perfect 
fulfilment of the obligations of the treaty, that government will expect 
to receive full indemnity, under the reciprocal obligations of China, 
should loss arise from any failure of an adequate force to insure pro- 
tection to American traders in this port. 

It is for this cause this formal official communication is now submit* 
ted. 

I am, &c., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

His Excellency Yee, 

Imperial Commissioner, jfc., ^c. 
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lompfarey Marshall, Commissioner of the United States oF America, 
maJLes this necessary commanication to bi» excellency £> governor- 
general of the Siang Kiang, right censor of the censorate, president 
of the board of war, &c.: 

€)n the seventh of the current month an arnied band of Chinese 
razed the city of Shanghai, murdered one and expelled the others of 
he local authorities of this port, and have since asserted over it the 
iirisdiction of a new and different government from that of his Majesty 
be Emperor. This body of men float the banner of a new dynasty 
rem the walls of the city, and their guards occupy its gates. 

The want of an adequate force to defend the city has driven the 
operintendent of customs to seek fefuge from violence under the flaff 
if the United States of America; whereas the citizens of the United 
iiBtes are, according to the treaty, to appeal to the Chinese local au- 
horities for protection, in the event of mobs or insurrections involving 
hem in danger. Since the 7th instant there has been no imperial offi- 
er at this place to whom citizens of the United States of America can 
ippeal to protect them from wrong or violence — no one to whom the 
laties due to the Chinese government can be paid according to the 
reaty. Th^ superintendent of customs cannot defend his own person, 
nuch less the persons of American citizens ; and any attempt on his 
fart to proceed with the transaction of official business would at once 
expose him to violence, and would aggravate those evils under which 
he commerce of Shanghai is already suffering. 

There appears to have been no military force at Shanghai at the time 
>f its capture, and the taoutae, of course, could not maintain himself 
Lgainst a multitude risen in arms against the imperial authority. When 
le fled to my quarters from a power against which he could not possi- 
i)ly contend, I extended over him the flag of my country. 

I incurred by this step a very ^rave responsibility, and ran a great 
risk of drawing down upon the citizens of the United States in this port 
the resentment of those who sought the lives of the taoutae and his 
lamily ; but my action was the ojfice of humanity — ^to shelter a defence- 
less man and his innocent wives and children urom the passions of an 
exasperated armed mob. This explanation is necessary ; for I should 
regret that your excellency should mistake my motive. It was not dic- 
tated by any design to interfere in the disputes existing among the Chi- 
nese and your eovernment. The United States of America have never, 
since their origm as a government, interfered in the domestic difficulties 
of other nations; and they prosper best by practising the principles of 
doing justice, extending the circle of friendsnip, and attending to their 
own business instead of their neighbors'. As the representative of the 
United States of America, my office in China is, by my action, to cul- 
tivate good will, and to see that the stipulations of the treaty are strictly 
and honestly enforced; and my protection to a Chinese officer in the 
above instance will not be accepted by your excellency as going out of 
the limits I profess to observe. 

As there has been no officer to receive customs, and the city is in. 
fact in new hands, it is plain that the ships must be indefinitely detained, 
'f they wait for the port clearance required by article \iv\\\a^TL c>l >^^ 
18 . 
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treaty, and that immense claims for demurrwe will arise against the 
Emperor of China. I have directed the consul of the United States of 
America to permit vessels belonging to the United States to depart 
homeward immediately, when read^ for the voyage, and for the duties 
on cargo to take the obligntiont of shippers, payable to the Chinese 
superintendent of customs whenever the same shall be demanded. I 
have thus taken positive ste[>s to avoid losses to individuals, to prevent 
claims from arising against China for the detention of ships and cargoes, 
yet to observe the line of exact and perfect justice, by preserving the 
duties due, under the treaty, for your Emperor, when his oflScers are 
not able to collect or ascertain them. This state of affairs places at 
great risk the lives of American citizens resident in Shanghai, and mil- 
uons of dollars in value of property belonging to citizens of the United 
States of America, which has been invested or is stored here on the 
faith reposed in the ability of China to perform her part of the treaty. 

Having thus explained to your excellency what 1 have done under 
these new and difficult circumstances, it now remains for me only to 
notify your excellency, in the absence of the local authorities of this 
citji/ormaily, according to the treaty: • 

1st. The lives and property of citizens of the United States of Amer- 
ica residing at Shanghai, and peaceably attending to their own affairs, 
are endangered by the presence and conduct of armed bands of Chi- 
nese subjects, acting in contempt of lawful authority, and a military 
force is required to prevent loss of life and property. 

2d. Shall any loss to the property or lives of the citizens of the 
United States of America arise hereafter at Shanghai from the failure 
of China to protect them by military power after this notification, 
the government of the United States of America will present, and 
expect to receive, such reclamations as will amount to full indemnity 
against every loss. 

This is necessary, under the treaty, to be done and observed. 

With the assurance of distinguished consideration lor your excel- 
lency, I am, &c., &c., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1853. 



[Official— No. 32.] 

Legation United States op America, Shanghai, 

September 22, 1863. 
Sir: I have only time to enclose, per steamer, which is just leaving 
port, copies of my communications to the commanding officer of the 
naval forces of the United States and to the acting consul at Canton, 
in order to carry out your instructions. 
I am, respectfully, &c., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State, 
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Mr. Marshall to Commodore Perry, 

Legation of U. S. A., Shanghai, China, 

September 22, 1863. 

Sir: I have received instructions from the Department of Stale 
requiring "the utmost vigilance and activity" on my part to protect 
the lives, property, and rights of the citizens of the United States 
resident in Cnina, which render it necessary that I should communi- 
cate with the commanding oflBcer of the United States naval forces 
in these seas. 

In the execution of this duty, I shall ask the instrumentality of the 
public vessels under your command, and your cordial co-operation 
will be indispensable to the due discharge of my oflBcial trust The 
Secretary of' State informs me that the United States naval forces in 
these seas will be "devoted to this important object." 

Accordingly, I have directed the acting consul (Mr. Spooner) of the 
United States at Canton to call upon you for such naval force as may 
be, in his opinion, requisite for the protection of our countrymen at that 
port, in addition to the ship already stationed there. 

The disturbed state of Amoy, and the absence of consular authority 
on the part of the United States — which results from the withdrawal 
by the consul of the authority from his former delegate — render the 
presence of a public vessel at that place very desirable, and most re- 
spectfully I request you to order a ship from your squadron, tempora- 
rily, on that service. 

I regret, especially, that the diflSculty of navigating the river M in 
seems to place it beyond our power to exhibit the ensign of the United 
States at this time before Fuhchan; but I have heretofore suggested 
to you the probability that the public service would reauire you to 
visit that vicinity as well as myself. That matter I will at present 
reserve. 

I cannot say that I apprehend an attack upon the foreign residents 
at Shanghai ; but as the Chinese part of this city has fallen into the 
possession of insurgents who are strangers in this section of Chipa, and 
whose discipline is very defective, such an event is apprejiended by 
others, and might at any moment occur. Increased vigilance and a 
force competent to effective resistance are the surest preventives of 
such a calamity. The proximity of the city to Ningpo, where some 
citizens of the United States reside, and whence reports of disturbances 
are rife occasionally, would render the task easy to extend protection 
to that place, provided a steamer is added to the force now before this 
city. But the nature of the force to be employed at each place to ac- 
complish the purposes indicated by my instructions, falls clearly within 
your prerogative as commander of the naval forces of our country in 
these seas, and I refrain, therefore, from advancipg any suggestion in 
regard thereto, for I desire you to be assured, that ii^ the execution of 
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my official function, I have not the slightest wish to encroach upon yew 
privilege as an officer. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Commissioner of the United States to Chituu 

Commodore M. C. Pbrrt, U. S. N., 

Commander-iH'ckief (f the naval forces rftke U. & of America 

in the Chinese seasj 4(^«, 4^., at Macao, 



Mr. Marshall to Mr. Spooner. 

Legation of thb U. S. A., Shanghai, China, 

Septmber 22^ 1663. 

Sir : I have received instructions from the Department of State m 
regard to the policy of the United States towards China, which render 
it proper for me officially to call your attention to the importance of 
fulfilling faithfully, under all and any circumstances, the treaty obliga- 
tions entered into with China by the United States, and of rigidly ab- 
staining from any interference whatever in the disputes between the 
Chinese. 

Both parties will be treated by you, and by the citizens of the United 
States at Canton, as entitled to all the rights due to belligerents in a pMic 
war. Your neutrality must be carried out in good faith to entitle yoa 
to demand, under the treaty, indemnity against losses occasioned by 
the war. 

You will advise the citizens of the United States resident at Canton 
to make out duplicate lists or inventories of their property, real and 
personal, which is at Canton ; one of these lists will oe returned to the 
office of the chief local authority at Canton when such property stall 
be threatened by a mob or insurrectionists, and the other should be de 
posited in the archives of your consulate. The value of each item of 
said property will be appraised by two disinterested valuers, and cer- 
tified to by them before the consul to be a reasonable and just valua- 
tion. You will then demand a military force from the chief local au- 
thorities at Canton to protect the residences, places of business, Htcs 
and property of citizens of the United States; and, in case of failure to 
meet this demand, you will formally protest the violation of the treaty. 
As a precautionary measure, you will respectfully request the presence 
of sucn force from Commodore M. C. Perry as may, in your opinion, 
be necessary to secure protection to the citizens of the United States 
and their property at Canton. j 

You will remember that upon you rests the responsibility of detennining ! 
the moment when this force shall be called into service — upon the naval j 
officer the execution of the requisition. You will take care that the naval I 
force shall not be called upon to engage, for any purpose whatever, be- / 
yond that above indicated, and only after your demand upon the Chi- h 
uese authorities shall have been disregarded. The presence, however, l 
before Canton of the p\Jb\ic sYu^^ o? uv^ \iw\\.^d States in force compe- U 
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lent to the protection of the lives and property of the citizens of the 
Umted States is always proper, both as a precautionary measure and a 
preventive of wrong. But they are only to act in the last necessity ; 
and it is on the civu oflScer the chief responsibility rests of determining 
when their service shall be called for — on the naval officer the execu- 
tion of the purpose indicated to him by the civil authority. 

You will keep me fulty advised, by every suitable opportunity , of the 
condition of afiairs at Canton, of the progress of the rebellion in that 
secticm of China, and of the effect of the revolutionary movements upon 
the interests of the United States. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Cammiiiianer of the United Statei to China. 

Mr. Daniel Spoonbr, 

Acting Contul of the United States^ Canton^ China. 



[Official — ^No. 33.] Legation of U. S. A., Shanghai, China, 

October 10, 1S53. 

Sm: I have the honor to submit, herewith, the continuation of the 
correspondence in relation to the claim of Rev. J. J. Roberts, for spo- 
liation of his property by a Chinese mob near the city of Canton. It 
consists of the response of the Chinese imperial commissioner to mj 
note of July, and my rejoinder. These seem to present an issue. His 
excellency rests upon the action of his predecessor a» a decision of the 
case. I have ventured to advance the declaration that the United States 
will collect the amount of the award of the joint commission from the 
government of China. His excellency, in tne usual haughty style of 
a Chinese ruler, dismisses the affair summarily, if not abruptly. The 
mterpreter of this legation remarks, in a note covering the translation 
of his excellency's communication, that the characters employed to sig- 
nify "there is no occasion for" are never used between equals in Chi- 
nese correspondence, but by superiors to inferiors. As I have no desire 
to be involved in the awkward dilemma of taking offence at the use of 
a written character which 1 do not understand, and which when trans- 
lated carries no offensive meaning, (though possibly with the context it 
may be deemed tdrrujaj) I have chosen to allude to it very briefly, 
merely to show that it had attracted mv notice, and was considered 
inoflfensive though unusual. I deemed the subject-matter of the com- 
munication too serious and important to leave it for a discussion of the 
choice of language where nothing offensive may have been intended, 
and in all probability was not conceived. 

The ground occupied by his excellency is, that China is not bound 
for the good behavior of the Chinese towards citizens of the United 
States residing at the open ports of China, or to indemnify them for 
losses they may sustain from Chinese mobs or insurgents. His adhe- 
rence to the declaration of Commissioner Seu, as a decision of the cascy 
is an attempt to mistake the long neglect of this claim by the United 
States for its abandonment, and, consequently, fox w\ «LCQfiv^^e^Ti^^ Sx:^ 
the coDstructioi0of the freaty which it was Setfa o\>^ec\.Xo^^\aicSi^* 
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The correspondence between Commissioner^ Seu and Davis will prove 
that the prosecution of the claim was only postponed by the latter in 
order to submit to the Department of State the consideration of the 
proposition contained in the final letter of the former. 

As the Secretary of State called my attention to the consideratioD 
of this claim particularly, yet did not assist me by his opinion upon the 
points referred to his department firom this legation, I had no alternative^ 
under my instructions, but to subject myself to the charge of neglect of 
duty by indefinitely postponing its further consideration, or to progress 
with its prosecution, according to the conclusions of my own judgment 
of the justice of the claim under the law. 

The correspondence now submitted to you, in connexion with a for- 
mer despatch relating to the same subject, will exhibit the point at 
which I nave arrived. 

The disposition of this case will setde the construction of the nine- 
teenth article of the treaty between the United States and China. 
Therefore, its importance cannot well be exaggerated. I shall state 
at some length the reasons for my conclusions m this case, because at 
first blush ray determination of the matter seems to conflict with Mr. 
Webster's view of the liability of governments, as exemplified by his 
refusal to indemnify Spanish subjects for losses sustained by a destruc- 
tion of their property, by a mob in New Orleans, in the year 1851. 

A critical examination of Mr. Webster's letter to Sefior Caldercm dc 
la Barca (13th November, 1851) will prove that he considered the 
rights of the Spanish subjects and the obligations of the United States 
as definitely agreed upon and limited by the treaty between the United 
States and Spain. 

He did not discuss the general proposition how far a govemnoent is 
obliged without treaty stipulations to compel its citizens to respect the 
property and rights of the subjects of a foreign friendly power, when 
they are temporarily sojourning within its power and jurisdiction. Nor 
do I find it necessary, in the case of Mr. Roberts, to consider this gen- 
eral proposition ; but, rather, I rest upon the broad distinction that may 
be drawn between the cases from the treatiesy and the diflference in cir- 
cumstances of parties. 

Mr. Webster denied the liability of the United States, because the 
courts, both of the United States and of the several States, were as 
open to Spanish subjects as to our own citizens; the admimstratumoi 
the law, proceeding upon established principles, was pure and impar- 
tial — judicial trials being conducted m open court, to which liti^ts 
have free access, and where they meet face to face to elicit, by exam- 
ination of testimony, the whole truth. Moreover, he relied that a suc- 
cessful claimant might, by proper process, pursue his judgment to col- 
lection anywhere within the Unitea States; oecause, as far as American 
law has power, its energy will be wielded for the vindication of the rights 
and the redress of the wrongs of the Spanish subject within the United 
States as readily as for the obtention of justice to the American citizen. 
The treaty mth Spain 'promises no more. 

The known disposition of the Chinese, and the history of their demeanor 

to foreigners; the policy of fote\gn.eia to exclude foreigners fit)m itis 

reaim ; the restricted condiUoua xxndet ^\itfi!toL xJoevt ^\\JfcstfSQL\a the five 
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ports was permitted; the defective administration of justice, imperfect 
accountability of officers for malfeasance or misfeasance in office, and 
the general uncertainty of securing even the form of a judicial investi- 
gation of afiy wrong, however fla^ant — all deserve carefiil considera- 
tion in determining the conistrucUon of the treaty between the United 
States and China. 

The exclusion of citizens of the United States firom the interior of 
China was the result, not merely of an imperial decree establishing a 
policy, but of a deep detestation of foreigners, which had been en- 
couraged by the throne, and participated in by the most eminent, 
wealthy, and active subjects of the empire. When a change of the 
imperial policy was determined upon, under the circumstances which 
forced China to modify the restrictions upon her commerce, at the close 
of the war with Great Britain, it was reasonable that the Emperor 
shoiild assume the duty ''to defend and protect the citizens of the United 
States residing in the five open ports, and peaceably attending to their 
own affiiirs, from all insult or injury on the part of the Chinese." This 
Migaiian i$ €xpre3$ed by the nineteenth article of the treaty ; and the ques- 
tbn now raised is as to ^ intent of the contract. 

A known rule of legal construction is that of comparison between 
difierent clauses of the instrument to be interpreted. The twenty-sixth 
aiticle of the treaty with China reflects light upon the nineteenth article, 
and exhibits its true construction. 

By the twenty-sixth article, the liability of the Chinese government 
to indenmify the citizen of the United States, whose private ship has 
been plundered by Chinese pirates and robbers in Chinese waters, it 
ezprenly withheld^ and China limits the duty of her officers in that case 
to an endeavor to arrest the ofienders and to restore the stolen property. 
Her want of a navy, and the boldness of the fireebooters of tne China 
seas, afibrded some reason for this cautious limitation upon her treaty 
engagement. But this express exclusion of the liability, in the case 
stated in the twenty-sixth article, justifies the implication of its admis- 
sion under the comprehensive yet exact, language of the nineteenth 
article, in the case of a peaceable citizen residing in the open ports. 
If such implied promise of indemnity does not arise upon a failure to 
afibrd adequate relief upon a ^proper aemand, I am at a loss to know 
what penalty is provided by the treaty in case of a total disrecfard of 
the demand by the Chinese local authority. Surely it will not be con- 
tended that China may disregard this express and important under- 
taking with perfect impunity. Such a construction would nullify the 
clause, and abandon American proper^ in Chinese ports to the cupidity 
of the rabble and the venality of the Chinese officials. If the Chinese 
government is only bound to indemnify American owners for losses 
sustained at the hands of mobs or insurgents^ to the extent to which 
the local officers collect the damagc^s from the plunderers, it is plain 
that the security of the citizen of the United States in China decreases 
as vagabondism, lawlessness, and corruption on the part of the Chinese 
populace increase; and we may expect a repetition, at no distant 
day, of an incident, well remembered in China, that will serve to illus- 
trate the practical efiect of such an interpretation of the Ue^Vj • ^"tvat. 
to the trea^j with Great Britain, a mercanule \iouse (all of tUe Tft«wi>wv 
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of which were cUizens of the United States of America) at CantDii, famag 
in its possession about $100,000 in silver coin, was attacked in its hoiig 
hy a Chinese rabble with the avowed purpose of robbing this treaiure. 
Though die members of the house caliea upon the Chinese local amlioriiy 
for assistance and relief against this violence, none was given ; and, sRa 
several lives had been lost, the hong was set on fire by the assistants, 
who bore away the desired treasure. China did not make indemnity 
for loss where there existed no obligadan in terms; and none was enfivced 
until it was extorted^ Great Britain^ at the date of her treaty of peace 
with China, under the pka that the money stolen equitably belangei l» 
British subjects. 

Besides the test just applied, the same result will be reached bj 
another process of examination. Accordbg to the philosophy upGO 
which the Chinese system of government is built, the obligation exists 
in fact on the fart of each puUie officer to indemnify against losses soflered 
within his jurisdiction by reason of crime or violence. So the district 
magistrate is primarily responsible iat losses sustained by a Chinese in 
his district from robbers or insurgents, because, according to the theorT" 
of Chinese government, crime must result from a defective admimstradoo 
of the law, or wilful neglect to provide adequate preventives against its 
violation. And this official responsibility ascends the scale unul, every 
officer becoming bound for the discharge of duty by his immediate infe- 
rior, the whole official corps stands bound in tolido to the supreme pubUe 
authority and to the iniured party. Instances are not rare of the en£)roe* 
ment of'^this liability by a resort to the private estate of the officer who 
has been unsuccessf id in preventing a crime, or in pursuing the crimiiiai 
within his jurisdiction* When the treaty of Wangh^a was formed, the 
eolightened Keying was aware of the disposkion of his countrymen, and 
was cognizant of the occurrence which t have briefly alluded to. It is 
not surprising that he should have seen the propriety of throwing arocmd 
the citizens of the United States, peaceably attending to their own 
affairs in the five ports, the protection resulting from the express obligt- 
tionof the Emperor, that they should be ** defended from all insult or 
injury by the Chinese." And it is fiurly to be inferred that he understood 
that obligation to impose on the Chinese government the same Habiiity 
for indemnity that the Chinese imposes upon all Chinese public officers 
in cases of loss within their jurisdiction by the perpetration of crime. 

Having thus stated some of the reasons for my construeUon of the 
treaty, as derived from an examination of the instrument itself and the 
circumstances existing at the period of its execution, I find my conclusioD 
&ni&ed by the manner in which the rights of citizens of the United States 
must be affected bv the administration of law in China^ and the tenure of 
office, as well as the mode of securing public employment in this gov- 
emment. * 

Rank and privilege, in stations at least as exalted as that of a dis* 
trict magistracy, are publicly sold for money by the imperial order. 

It is a iiindamental principle of the Chinese government that a public 
officer shall not serve in his native district, department, or proviBcet 
and that, after a short term in one locality, the officer shall be reaofei 
to a new theatre of aoiion. The i^un^oee of this arrangement seems to 
he the prevention of local aUac^\nleoLX^^wxVv^A \xv^^ v^ ^^c«<t'issi\^Qliiica] 
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oflEdbiiiationSy and to destroy all conceit between subordinate officials 
nd. die body of the people. The Emperor thus retains the official 
orpe entire, but, by distrniution of duty, continually changes the the- 
tre of official action for each kidividual of it. This corps of public 
fficers, thus forming a distinct community, is afiected by the prmciple 
\mX the public officer is held responsible to indemnify an injured party 
x* losses sustained within his jurisdiction by the efibrts of violence or 
rime; and a tyuem of bribery of superiors Inr their official inferiors is 
aid to prevail, in order to secure immunity m>m these liabilities. As 
MibUc opinicm has no force or influence over men who, at brief inter- 
als, change from one province to another, every inducement is held out 
o the vicious man to pervert his publie trust to the purpose of private 
ggrandizemeat and to the oppresmon of the defenceless. 

In the presence of such a system the foreigner may well be alarmed 
br bis security. He is not omy conscious tlmt he is excluded from the 
ouotry generally, but, notwithstanding the treaty, he is shut out of the 
;ity of Canton particularly* When he suflfers wrong from the Chinese, 
le must complain through the public organs of his own government. 
The courts of China are not open to him ; he cannot cite a trespasser 
ipon his rights or property before an impartial tribunal, where, by ex- 
imination and cross-examination of witnesses, the whole grievance may 
be exposed and a proper redress affi>rded ; he cannot direct process, 
superintend the preparation of testimony, enforce the attendance of wit- 
nesses, or hear the proceedings in the trial ; he has no access to the 
tribunaL After vercuct, he cannot examine the public registry to asceiv 
tain the estate of his adversary, or pursue the property (though even it 
may be his own) from one jurisdiction to another, m order to collect his 
just demand. His own propertv may be wrested from him by violence, 
and once conveyed beyond tne precincts of the port, or within the 
^sacred walls of the southern city," he has no resource but to apply 
for the assistance of the Chinese local authority in order to its recovery. 
Probably this magistrate may have purchased his office, and is open to 
a bribe from the plunderer to control the exertion ol its authority. At 
all events, the magistrate may be vigilant or negligent, impartial or cor- 
rupt, at his own [Measure ; for there would be no means of holding him 
to accountability for a malfeasance or nonfeasance, since bis judicial 
prdceedings are ex parte^ and consequently their complexion may be 
shaded to suit his own mterest or inclination. 

The only security against malpractice is the ultimate liability of the 
ClttQese government to indemnify the citizen of the United States against 
loss arising from violence and crime committed by the Chinese. To 
absolve tl^ government from this liability, is equivalent to a release of 
all judicial (^Scers, as well as ministerial, from the obligation to perform 
their public duty. The escape of oflfenders may be connived at ; the 
abstmction of property from foreigners by Chinese may be tacitly counte- 
nanced with impunity. Appeals for redress will be met by declarations 
that " directions have been given to arrest the offenders" — ^promises that 
*'iiincly exertions to recover and restore the property shall be made ;" 
W as no liability will result from the failure of these virtuous endeavors, 
*o no occasion will pass without a partial or total CaSbiTe •, %xA ^^ ^2^- 
^ese minister will probably close the discussion by a Ap\omBSasiTi^^N'«s^ 
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nouncing the fact that, although the damages are ascertained and ad- 
mitted, the parties arrested have nothing with which to make restitu- 
tion or payment. In stick administrcuio^ of the law I see a conclosife 
reason for adhering to the most stringent construction of the niuetecDth 
article against China; and I feel justified in deducing, from the express 
obligation, the implied resulting liability to aflbrd indemnity against 
actual loss, in the event of a failure to perform the duty stipulated The 
opposite construction amounts practically to an abandonment of the 
property and rights of citizens of the United States in China. The coo- 
sequence of its adoption could scarcely fail to be the formation of seri- 
ous issues between the governments, arising from injuries which will be 
done to American citizens by lawless combinations of Chinese, prob- 
ably in corrupt collusion with the inferior Chinese officials. 

Having formed my opinion of the legitimate interpretation of the nine- 
teenth article of the treaty, and of the sound policy of strictly enforcing 
it, my instructions to the citizens of the United States for the regulation 
of their conduct in the presence of Chinese insurgents engaged in re- 
bellion against the Emperor, and my notifications to the imperial autbcv- 
ities of their liabilitiy for reclamations for whatever losses may be oc- 
casioned by an invasion of the rights or property of citizens ol the United 
States by the insurgents or by mobs, nave all been modelled upon a 
conviction of the correctness of my construction of the article. 

In the case under consideration, it was my determination to avoid a 
renewal of the discussion of the question of construction, and to decline 
to go behind the award of the joint commission. The course taken by 
his excellency, the Chinese commissioner, enabled me to execute that 
determination without difficulty or embarrassment. I regard the award 
of the joint commission as like the return to a writ of inquiry, after 
judgment on " nil dicity^ in a court of law. Nothing remained but to | 
collect the amount; and, after a courteous request for its payment,! | 
think justice to the citizen, and a due regard to the character of the 1 
government of the United States, require that, if necessary, y&rce ihdU hi 
employed to coerce it from China, 

I should resort most reluctantly to any measures that would imori- 
ously disturb the mercantile or shipping mterests of the citizens of the 
United States in China, as a blockade of Canton or Shanghai certainty 
would for a time ; but the patriotism of the citizens of the United 
States, and the deep interest of both classes of those citizens in re- 
establishing their rights under the treaty, may be safely calculated 
upon to induce their cordial concurrence in whatever step may be ne- 
cessary, under the circumstances, in order to collect this claim. 

I have rejected the idea of reprisals on Chinese commerce, because 
it would sacrifice private interests, be seized upon by Chinese to fo- 
ment popular prejudice against foreigners, and because I am convinced 
the Chinese public authority would never indemnify its own injured 
subjects. 

The accidental accumulation of duties belonging to China in the con- 
sulate of the United States at this port ofiers a means of securing this 
claim without necessarily disturbing commercial operations in any d^ 
gree, and yet having all the effect of a resort to reprisals. The only 
ob/ection that 1 perceive to Vu adLO^UotL \&,^^\. Sx SsiJ^ ^ort of the 
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ect of a blockade, because China may submit to it under any pro- 
»t, yet adhere to the objectionable construction of the treaty insisted 
on by the Chinese commissioner. 

It would also appear more consistent ^ith the character of the United 
Bites not to avail themselves of any accidental possession of the means 
China in order to enforce a demand against her; but this is, for many 
isons, the most convenient and peaceful mode of securing this claim, 
d it leaves China at liberty to reverse the result should she deem it 

rdient to attempt it* 
have concluded, therefore, to direct the United States consul at 
anghai, when he pays over the bonds of shippers which he now holds 
• duties due to the government of China, to retain a sum sufficient to 
;et this claim, with interest from the date of the award, and to pre" 
\t my direction as his voucher for this step. 

I shall draw that direction to state distinctly the purpose for which 
3 sum is detained, to wit: ** until China shall settle this claim ;" but I 

II so couch the idea conveyed by my order as to leave the future 
oice of the ultimate remedy to be pursued within the reach of such 
rections as it may be the pleasure of the President to give to me or 
my successor in this office. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Hon. W. L. Marct, 

Secretary of State* 



No. 1. 

Y€6, hereditary marquis of the first class, governor-general of the 
o Kwang provinces, ex officio a president of the board of war, a vice- 
ardian oi the heir apparent, mmister and commissioner of the Ta- 
ng empire, had the honor, on the 23d July, to receive the honorable 
)mmissioner's despatch dated Shanghai, July 10, which he has 
rused and fully understands. 

On a former occasion I received a despatch firom Eleang, govemor- 
neral of Leone Keong, delivering over to me the honorable Commis- 
Hier's despatch sent to the prime minister at Pekin. I, the minister, 
imediately on the receipt of this, memorialized the throne, and exam- 
ed and found that the prime minister of China at Pekin has never yet 
anaged the affairs of foreign nations, and, agreeably to the imperial 
ill I have now received, they are still to be conducted by me, the 
eat minister. Furthermore, I have examined your despatch, which 
lates first to the case of Rev. Mr. Roberts, in which his property was 
iundered and carried off* by a mob, and find that the prime mii^ister, 
eu, in 1848, replied to the former Commissioner, Davis, and disposed 
that subject, and there is no occasion at this time to resume the di^- 
ission of it. 

And, secondly, the affair of rentine land at Fuhchowfoo: upon this 
ispatches have many times been addressed to the governor-general of 
€ Min and Ch6 provinces, and to the governor of Fvihkktv^ \.o vKs^'^xi- 
ite the case ihorougbly. But I now hear that, m tJae ^toNmc^ QfL^xJcL- 
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kien, the rebels are creating di^^irbances. I await Ac return of thdr 
answer, when I will reply to you again, which will suffice. As requi- 
site, I make this reply ; and avail myself of the occasion to present yon 
ray comfiliments and kind regards. 

To his Excellency Humfhrbt Marshall, 

Cammitsioner of the United States of America to China. 

HiBNFUNG, Sd year, Sth months cmd 14M day. 
(September 16, 1863.) 

A faithful translation. PETER PARKER. 



No. 2. 

Legation of Dnitbd States of Ambbica, Shanghai, 

October 1, 1853. 

Humphrey Marshall, Commissioner of the United States of America, 
had the honor to receive, on the 28th of September last, the reply to 
his .note of 10th of July, which was communicated under date of IGth 
of September, by his excellency ¥66, hereditary maftjuis of the first 
grade, minister and commissioner of the Tatsing empire, &c« 

Waiving objection to the employAent of a style of address which the 
Commissioner is informed by tne mterpreter to this legation is unusual 
in Chinese correspondence between^quals, because the Commissioner 
is unwilling to beheve that the minister would commit an intentioDsl 
disrespect to the representative of the United States of America, the 
Commissioner cannot refrain firom an expression of regret that his ex- 
cellency the minister has failed to comply with the polite request to 
appoint a day for the payment of the award in the case of Mr. Roberts. 

Regarding the liability of the Chinese government to pa^ said award 
as perfectly clear, justice to Mr. Robertil, and the obligation which the 
government of the United States owes to all its citizens, both at home 
and abroad, will compel the Commissiotier to adopt such means as shall 
secure the payment He trusts that his Imperial Maiesty will app^^ 
ciate the moderation with which it is the purpose of the CommissioQer 
to discharge this unpleasant duty. 

Reciprocating compUments, he has the satisfaction to assure the 
minister of his high consideration. 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
To Ybb, Hereditary Marguis of' the First Qrade^ Minister cmd Commit 

sumer of the Tatsing Empire^ SfC. 



[OflBcial — ^No. 34.] Lboation op U. S. A., Shanghai, 

October 30, 1853. 
Sin : I have the honor to &\ibm\l\ieie:m\.\v the following papers : 
1 . Reply of Captain M. C . Petrj to iftaa cotamvwacsjsoiis^ ^^ >!Bfc Com- 
missioner of the UiiitedStAtea>Tecjvie%utv?,\v\mvo^^^N^^^^ 
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it certain points in China for the protection of the kves and property 
>f citizens of the United States. 

2. Reply of the acting consul at Canton to the same communication 
it>m the Commisrioner. 

3. Proclamation of the Commissioner to the citizens of the United 
States at Shanghai* touching their conduct in face of the Chinese com- 
batants. 

4. Reply of his excellency Eleang, governor-generalt kc*^ to the 
Commissioner's notificiCtion that military force was required at Shang- 
bai, and that China will be held liable to indemnify citizens of the 
United States against losses arising from the insurrection. 

6. Reply of the Chinese imperial commissioner to a similar conmu- 
lication from Mr. MarshalL 

6. Correspondence between Mr. Marshall and the vice-consul of the 
[Jnited States at Shanghai ; (A.,) on the recognition of the rights of the 
Chinese superintendent of customs to resume his duties at Shanghai ; 
[By) CHI the withdrawal of the provisional regulations for the customs 
established by the vice-consul ; (C,) on the course to be pursued by 
A^merican masters and the consul to clear American ships^ in case of 
the neglect of the superintendent of customs to perform his official duty 
by granting the usual port clearance; (D,) on an alleged breach of 
neutrality by the vice-consul of the United States. 

7. Papers in correspondence between her Britannic Majesty's consul 
at Shanghai and the Chinese superintendent of customs, on the rights of 
the latter and the course of the British government in certain contin- 
gencies. Thae are in print. 

I desire to submit a few comments upon some of these enclosures. 

Though the reply of Commodore Perry to my letter of the 22d oi 
September is courteous in its style, he has careAiUy avoided the per- 
formance of any one of my requests. Instead of doing what was de- 
sired, he submits a paper, carefully and studiously devised, to present 
views of his powers and privileges as a naval commander, so antago- 
nistical to the basis of my note, that they may be regarded as forming 
usue$ on the following negatives advanced by him: 1st. A naval com- 
mander is not bound by his duty to proceed to the relief of any point, 
at the instance of a consul of the United States, when his own position 
aflfords an opportunity to judge how far the commerce of the United 
States, or the lives and property of citizens of the United States, require 
protection at such point; and that he Is the exclusive judge, not merely 
of the nature of the force to be employed, but of the necessity for its 
presence ; and when it is present, he is to be the judge when the civil 
authority of the consul should give way to the naval authority of the 
commodore. 2d. When requested by the minister of the United States 
to present the naval force at any given point for the relief of American 
citizens and commerce, he is to be the judge whether such movement is 
proper. If the request be merely to aid the accomplishment of a point 
of diplomacy, the naval officer may demand the submission ot the 
policy to his revision; and should he disapprove thereof, it is his " pre- 
rogative'* to refuse to comply with the requests. 

These same propositions have been, at various times and under 
Varying forms, presented by our naval commandei aX. ^a^\^%^ ^x.'Sia ^ 
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Janeiro, at Canton, and Shanghai ; and they have caused frequent uu- ■ 
pleasant passages between the civil and naval officers of the United 
States on foreign stations. During my own mission to China, this view 
of their "prerogative *' has resulted in the loss of very important polith 
cal and commercial advantages which circumstances conspired to place 
within easy attainment, under a proper exercise of diplomatic energy 
exerted at a certain point. I have only to observe, sir, that it is im- 
portant to the public service abroad that the government at home should 
establish some absolute regulation defining the " prerogative " of the 
naval commanders in these particulars ; for, until that shall be done, 
the United States must expect their commodores and other naval officers, 
undef one pretext or other, at all interesting crises, to evade the requisi- 
tions of the civil functionaries in order to assert their own authority and 
professional "prerogative." I think that my notes to the acting consul 
at Canton and to the commodore draw clearly the proper line of dis- 
tinction dividing their departments of duty. If they do not, iand the 
view of the commodore obtains, there will be no sphere of action fcir 
civil officers, except as assistants to the naval diplomatUts, 

These enclosures exhibit a wide departure nrom each other in the 
courses of the British and American functionaries towards China. 

After the reception of the letter from the governor-general of the 
Leanteang, apprizing me of the return of the superintendent of cus- 
toms to discharge his duty according to the treaty, and the notification 
by the said superintendent to the vice-consul of the United States that 
he had entered as usual upon business, and the curt declaration of the 
imperial commissioner, that " Shanghai was not by chance uncared 
for,*' I thought the withdrawal of the provisional regulations would be 
proper, except as to ships which had partially laden under ; and I in- 
structed the vice-consul accordingly. 

The British consul disputed the right of the Chinese officer to coUect 
duties until the imperial troops shall recapture Shanghai, and the 
taoutae shall recover his seal of office, which was lost or stolen at the 
fall of this city. This position, so extraordinary and untenable, was 
followed by the declaration on the part of the Chinese that, should the 
refusal to pay duties at this port be persisted in, their amount will be 
levied on Chinese products at the interior custom-houses. The British 
consul then takes the position, that such an exaction by the Emperor 
from his own subjects will be (Considered an act of hostility and aggres- 
sion upon Great Britain; and, itP bad taste, calls upon China to con- 
sider how far the Emperor can find his interest in the provocation of a 
great power like Great Britain und^r existing circumstances. 

Other movements of the British public authorities and British sub- 
jects in China, lend great significance and importance to these declara- 
tions. I will mention, briefly, some of these, because they belong to a 
})roper narrative of the events that have lately occurred here, and shed 
ight upon the sources from which, partly, I draw my conclusions as 
to the intended policy of Great Britain. I am less reluctant to dwell 
upon these particulars, as I observe that her Britannic Majesty's super- 
intendent of trade and plenipotentiary has not failed in his despatches 
to select the conduct of an opu\eti\. KmeT\c»xi\vawsfc fex animadversion, 
wlien instances far more worlViy o? «feNete coxaui^xjx ^«i^ ^<5\>s^sss:jJs5^ 
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before his eyes, in which British subjects only would have been in- 
volved by bis criticism. 

On the morning of the 7th of September the first breach of the new 
China custom-house was effected by the entry of an employ 6 of a Brit- 
ish mercantile firm of this city, to carry away certain merchandise 
that had been seized by the Chinese revenue officers, some days pre- 
viously, for a violation of the revenue laws of this empire. This per 
son was urging his Chinese cooUes to rapid work in the business ot 
transporting the goods fi'om the bouse when I entered it. The Chinese 
clerks appeared to be bewildered, and merely said " they had no 
power, and gentlemen could do what they pleased." Very shortly 
after this, other British subjects were seen dragging away the cannon 
and gun-carriages that had been collected at the custom-house, upon 
the plea that the Chinese superintendent of customs owed them money 
for the victualing pubUc ships in the service of the government, and 
they thought that an opportune moment to jirovide collateral tecnrity. I 
neither saw nor heard of any American who engaged to any degree in 
this spoliation. Many merchants and citizens witnessed its course, 
but no resistance was oflfered; and, before nightfall, the building, which 
was new and costly, remained but a shell and a ruin. When the Chi- 
nese rabble had carried away every article of furniture it contained, 
and the passer-by upon the streets could look through its dismantled 
apartments andbrojcen partitions firom fi:ont to rear, a British guard 
was posted, by command of some public functionary, to protect the Chi- 
nese custom-house within the foreign settlement, and nas ever since 
been kept at the gateway. The insurgents did not participate in this 
affair ; but, on the contrary, sent some persons wearing the revolutionary 
badge to drive away the rabble, which is beUeved to have suggested 
the expediency of taking the establishment under foreign protection. 

The walls of the city of Shanghai form an ellipse of about five miles 
in circumference, the broader curves facing east and west, the smaller 
north and south. These have each a gateway, giving access to the in- 
terior of the city ; the eastern gate opening upon the Hoangpo river, 
which is here something like half a mile wide. The Yang-king-pang 
is a small creek emptying into the Hoangpo, about two hundred and 
fifty or three hundred yards below the city walls, and its course is 
nearly from west to east, across the lower side of the city, when it 
turns more to the northward. When the tide flows in, this creek is 
about twelve or fifteen feet in depth, and about twenty yards wide. It 
is spanned at two or three places by stone bridges of great solidity of 
construction, which are the only ways by which persons have access 
from the eastern and northern gates of Shanghai to the north and east 
of the adjacent country. In the suburbs are many Chinese villages. 
The tide of travel over these bridges is constant in its flow and reflux. 
The " foreign settlement" is below the Yang-king-pang, and extends 
from that creek to Inchow creek, about haif a mile distant. The 
French consulate, and a French mercantile house, are the only foreign 
Iwuses beyond the Yang-king-pang outside of the city walls. There 
we three American missionary residences on the north face of the city, 
detached firom each other, and some hundreds of yards distant ftoov 
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the walls. The French Catholic cathedral is built on the southeastern 
side of the cilv, outside of the walls, and near the river. 

The British guard, in strong force, came on shore on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, and was posted at the bridges upon the Yang-king-pang, with 
orders, it appears, to permit no armed Chinese to pass by tne bridges 
in any direction yjtwi the cUv^ but to allow all persons to pass into tit 
city without molestation. The idea was to cover the whole foreign set- 
tlement by this arrangement; but it was entered upon without the 
slightest consultation with the representatives of other foreign powen, 
and quite as though this was in fact what several fSiint attempts have 
been made to consider it — a British settlement This exclusive PJ^^ 
torate, thus assumed, led to an unpleasant incident between the British 
and myself directly. When the insurant chief was coming to my 
quarters to see me on business, the British guard at the bridge on tbe 
Yang-king-pang, after suffering his train to pass, pursued them to tbe 
front of the American consulate, and there turned them back and es- 
corted them near two hundred yards to the point where, according to 
the orders, they should have deposited their arms. Hearing of this, 
and supposing that my Chinese visitor had been thus rudely treated, 
of course I felt indignant, and I requested the naval officer, who hap- 
pened to be on shore at the consulate at the time, to march his guard 
to the bridge, and to remove the obstacles to my intercourse with the 
insurgent chie£ It turned out that the chief himself had not come by 
that bridge, but by another; and that one of his assistants or employ^ 
only had been turned back, who had been sent in advance, not to see 
me, but to provide an interpreter for the interview with me. Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty's consul, Mr. Alcock, was prompt to send me an expla- 
nation of the occurrence, which was courteous and satisfactory. I then 
informed the British authorities that I was not aware they had given 
such orders to their sentinels, and ot course that they could not be per- 
mitted to fetter my intercourse with the Chinese under any pretext 
whatever. They disclaimed the idea of attempting it, but rested the 
justification of their precautions upon the fact that the legal auiboritr 
in Shanghai was overthrown, and that anarchy prevailed ; in whicb 
case, the instinct of self-preservation led to the adoption, by each person 
or power, of the means of self-defence. I suggested my concurrence 
in tne remark, and conceded its applicability ; but as each, in the ex* 
ercise of this right, might adopt a rule diflfering from that of his neigh- 
bor, a general consultation and the adoption of a plan for the comoKXi 
defence of all would be preferable. This reasonable suggestion was 
not met, and I was constrained to take the position that it was my io- 
tention to protect tbe citizens of the United States, and to preserve mj 
own mtercourse with the Chinese free from embarrassment; and if dif 
ficulties arose by a conflict of foreign regulations, we should have to 
adjust them according to the circumstances in which they might origi- 
nate. On that basis matters have since remained. 

The arrival of the French steamer induced the British to withdraw 

their guard from the lower bridge, when the French mounted one there, 

and they have had some difficulty with the Chinese insurgents, the 

merits of which I have not investigated. The British guard was at 

length withdrawn from ibc Wvdgea vavo \S[i^ >afe^^ oC streets leadijig 
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uilo the "foreign settlement;" but this mounting of guards and posting 
of sentinels has been continued to the present time, certainly not from 
any well-founded apprehension of the force within the walls, but it has 
Qow taken the wider range of excluding the armed forces of the Emperor 
from access to any point occupied by the foreigners. The French nave 
apparently acquiesced in this view also, and under it they interfered a 
Tew days since to stop a combat betioeen the Chinese^ because their posi" 
lions endangered the French cathedral^ which is quite on the other side of 
the city and entirely outside of it, situated there by the mere grace and 
favor of the Chinese authorities. 

Again, yesterday, the British vice-consul halted the Chinese com- 
mander-in-chief, who was coming within the foreign settlement to pay 
his respects to the foreign authorities, and he turned back his armed 
retainers, though the general announced that they were a mere escort 
usual to his rank and station. These indignities are at present quietly 
sustained by the Chinese officers; but I know they are keenly felt, and 
hereafter their effect will be manifested by a determination to narrow 
and circumscribe the privileges of men who use the grants already 
made with such perfect disrjegard of right and justice. 

I have seen no occasion since the 10th of September to call an Amer- 
ican guard ashore. The citizens of the United States have been told 
to keep out of the conflict, to remain neutral, to shut up their houses if 
exposed to the range of the fire, and to trust to the IJnited States to 
secure to them indemnity for losses arising from the insurrection. The 
Chinese authorities have been informed that we "render to Caesar the 
things which belong to Caesar;" that we claim no ground on the soil 
of China, and want none ; and that the citizens who remain here live 
under the treaty, and look to their own government to protect them in 
all just claims to the rights arising under the treaty. 

The Chinese must form an opinion of the far-famed law of nations 
little calculated to induce them to subscribe to that code under the prac- 
tical illustrations they have had of its force among western powers 
within the past month and upon other occasions. A British subject, 
detected as a spy, with letters upon his person, passing from Shanghai 
to Nankin, and avowing himself, in an epistle of his own (also found 
uix)n his person) to the rebel at Nankin, as the emissary of the rebel at 
Saanghai, was not beheaded by the Chinese, though the Chinese in his 
company were. He was returned to the British consul at this place, 
^ho held him to bonds in the sum of $200 (!) to appear before him 
When called, at any time within three months. That man is now at 
liberty in Shanghai, and notoriously passes into the city among the rebels, 
^d out of it among the foreigners, at will. I will not multiply instan- 
ces unnecessarily, but shall only mention that the custom-house boats, 
3ying Chinese colors, have been driven twice from their anchorage in 
^ont of the Chinese custom-house by a British man-of-war, on the plea 
hat their presence endangered the foreign shippings or that they tvere too 
iose to her Majesty^ s vesstls. 

I see, by a paragraph in the China Mail, that the Hermes (a steamer) 
'f'ifted at Amoy, a few days since, into the arena of a naval engage- 
Cient between the imperialists and rebels, when l\ie v'\e\.ox^ ^^^?ii\Cka'^V 
lecided for the former, and thus compelled the parties to s»e^^x^\fc* 
19 
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These examples of incidents daily occurring in China will serve to 
place you in possession of the tendency of affairs in China, and to prove 
that, though neutrality may be the profession of Great Britain and the 
aim of the Foreign Office, the practice of the public authority of Great 
Britain among the Chinese^ leads to the conclusion that there is another 
policy in view. I believe that were Great Britain assured that the 
United States would not interfere in behalf of China, she would seize 
and hold this city permanently, and thus command the valley of the 
Yangtsze — ^the richest probably in the world. I believe she will yet do 
it, unless she shall be advised that such usurpation would provoke re- 
sistance on the part of the United States, to whom such a coujp d*itat 
would be a national calamity, in such an usurpation China can offer 
no resistance, and she would have to submit to it with but little oppo- 
sition. 

I have forwarded Mr. Cuiminffham's explanation of an affair upon 
which the British newspaper published here has commented with much 
severity, and of which the malicious and discontented have- taken ad- 
vantage to assail tie conduct of the public authorities of the United 
States, without the slightest apology for the false allegations and innuen- 
does eraployjed. I entertain no doubt that the whole affair was de- 
sired to prgudice the public mind at home, and, by assailing the public 
officers of the United States, to distract observation from the domineer- 
ing and unjustifiable bearing of the British towards the Chinese — ^pos- 
sibly to cover the projects of British policy, by creating abroad the im- 
Eression that the " progress ot liberal ideas" is dependent upon the aid 
ut of that great power. 
Practice m British India, at the Cape, in the Caribbean, in Burraah, 
has familiarized this power with the oest methods, through the instru- 
mentality ot a protectorate, to acquire substantial dominion over weak 
and unwarlike peoples. The private circles are very frequently the 
best indices of tne tone and direction of public policy. My views have 
been formed partially also from such sources. As it is my dutj^ to con- 
ceal from you no thought which connects itself with the good of our 
common country, I write with perfect frankness, and without studying 
pauses or the rounding of periods. I want you to understand ibatl 
think, in the nature of things the United States and Great Britain can- 
not avoid being rivals and competitors for the trade of China; and 
that, owing to the facility with which Great Britain grasps at colonial 
estabUshmenls in the East, it is of great importance that your policy 
shall not be based on any false reliance upon her professions of a dis- 
inclination to disturb China ; but, on the contrary, that the utmost vigi- 
lance should be maintained, and that the Commissioner of tlie United 
States should thoroughly understand the policy of his own country re- 
garding affairs in this. 

I have observed that I am assailed by the press, even at Wa^hingtcffl 
city, upon the charge that I have interfered, in the civil contest in CUn^^ 
in favor of the imperialists, and that I have missed opportunities to 
" help on the march of ideas." j I ^ 

It IS due to the President, who sent me here, and to myself, toreco^ h^^ 
now that I have preserved xYve ?Xx\c\ft§,\. ^jcvd most fidthful neutrally h g^ 
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myself, and have counselled and instructed nay countrymen to do so 
likewise. 

I have attempted, by my public course and private intercourse with 
the Chinese, to impress the authorities and people of China with a con- 
viction that the love of justice, the cultivation of friendly relations with 
other nations, and unswerving fidelity to the sacred obligations of trea- 
ties, were and are prominent characteristics of the foreign policy of the 
United States. I have attempted to dispel any jealous apprehension, 
on the part of China, that the United States will, under any circum- 
stances, desire to usurp sovereignty over Asiatic soil. 

I am yet to be convinced that a systematic disregard of the rights 
of others, and the usurpation of powers within their territory not con- 
ceded, and for which the only excuse that can be found is the weak- 
ness of China, will ever incline the Chinese to enlarge the margin of 
their intercourse with other nations. 

There are degrees of respectability even in " fiUibusterism ;" and of 
all the species of this vice among nations, that is the last with which I 
desire to connect my name, whicn treads upon the rights of the power- 
less, and disregards, in intercourse with the weak, the principles of con- 
duct that are scrupulously observed towards the strong. I have no 
ambition to disgrace the United States, as their representative, by pro- 
fessing friendship to this power, yet, by secret exertion, to attempt its 
destruction ; ana, in so doing, to make myself guilty of a crime de- 
nounced by the laws of the United States with the penalty of death, of 
which laws I am now, in China, the ultimate administrator. I have 
not a desire to instigate a rebellion against even the Emperor of China, 
or to cheer on an insurrection, the purposes of which are unknown to 
roe, and probably not understood by the insurgents themselves. 

I have tried to guide my conduct to the honest discharge of my 
duty to the United States and to China ; and though the singleness 
of my purpose may not be appreciated by others, I see in my course 
no step to recall, and no act to regret, before the forum of my own 
conscience. 

The events at Shanghai I will succinctly relate before I close this 
paper, with my impressions of their tendency and effect. 

After the capture of Shanghai by the insurgents on the seventh of 
September, detachments of the rebels were sent to Kiating and Paw- 
shan, two villages near to this city, which they took possession of. 
Other detachments were sent to the more distant and more important 
cities of Soongkienfoo and Tichongfoo to capture them. The attack 
on the former was unsuccessful ; on the latter perfectly disastrous, 
for the whole detachment of twelve hundred men was lost, with the 
exception of about forty. Pawshan and Kiating were recaptured by 
^e imperialists in a few days, and the effort of the insurrection here 
^as exhausted, having only accomplished the capture of Shanghai, 
within the walls of which the whole insurgent force was shut up as 
early as the 27th of September. 

The mass of the people of China have manifested 410 sympathy 
J^hatever for the insurgents or their cause. On the contrary, every one 
^ left Shanghai who could get away. The cvly,^Vivc\iOTX^ ^^^ 
^ce contained a busy population of 270,000 peo\!Ve, xio^ \& ^'sXn.- 
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mated to have within its walls (insurgents included) about 40,000 
people. The Chinese have crowded into the foreign warehouses and 
out-houses to escape the vicissitudes of the siege of war, and even ten- 
pin alleys have been divided into stalls to afford families a tempo- 
rary shelter. 

The insurgent force within the walls numbers about 4,000 men, who 
are pirates, robbers, boatmen, coolies, horse-boys, servants who have 
been in foreign employment, Chinese from Singapore, and natives who 
have been forced to join — from first to last a most miserable crew of 
desperate men, without education, morals, and, what is worse, with- 
out ideas of government, or a purpose in the continuance of this insur- 
rectionary movement beyond the nope that they will succeed in being 
admitted into the fraternity of the rebels at Nankin. To this date this 
chief hats had no conmiunication or correspondence or understanding 
with the rebel chief at Nankin, and it was incorrect that there was 
any privity between them at the date of the insurrectionary move- 
ment here on the seventh of September. 

The imperiaHst force is composed of a fleet of small vessels, (re- 
inforced to day by the whole imperial fleet from Chinkiangfoo,) which 
keeps up occasional ineffectual cannonading from the river side of the 
city, and a military force on the land that now is said to amount to 
10,000 men, under the command of Keih, the judge of the department 
at Suchow city. Squares of mud entrenchments have been thrown up 
about four hundred yards from the city walls, and the imperial army is 
encamped in them. Day and night the cannon roars from land and 
water, but no material damage has been done to either party. The 
assailants are said to be the greatest Sufferers, though I believe that 
fifty killed would embrace the whole of the loss for the past forty days. 
Daily engagements are said to take place, without any result varying 
the prospects of parties. Both armies are unlike any soldiery seen in 
the western world; indeed, I know of no age of the world in which the 
display could have been creditable. The month has been spent to no 
purpose, for the imperialists have made no visible progress towards the 
recapture of the city. Any lieutenant in the service of the United 
States, with three hundred men, would take the city in two hours with 
perfect ease. This is really a correct picture of the scene and the par- 
ties. Within, an insurrectionary rabble, without any definite purpose 
exciting their resistance; without, the unskilled and ineflBcient solciiery 
of government without any energy to overcome the slightest effort 
to oppose its authority. It may be the officers have the courage to 
die bravely, but they have no knowledge of arms, or of the arts of war, 
and their science seems effectually baulked by a brick wall of twenty- 
five feet high. They may die, but they would fail to produce the de- 
sired result by the sacrifice. Looked upon from this point of view, i3 
not China in the very twilight of civilization? 

The sympathizers are all foreigners, not Chinese, and I regret to say 
that I have heard of several instances in which foreigners have been 
seen on the walls during engagements. They make practical sugges- 
tions in gunnery to the insurgents, and some, who are indiscreet, ur^ 
the rebels to hold out to the "last extremity," and throw every obsta- 
cle their ingenuity can inveul iu xVie ^a"^ o^\\i^^xI^^^\Y^i^^^^&. There i^ 
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tio adequate reason for this in any prospect of an amelioration of the 
condition of the people of China from a prolongation of this struggle, or 
of any other, unless at the termination of a long civil war, which will 
educate the Chinese to a knowledge of the science of war in the bitter 
school of a bloody experience. Now, and here, the prolongation of this 
struggle is but to effect the paralysis of commerce and the reign of 
lawless violence, and to expose to disease in camp and garrison thou- 
sands of men who are worth nothing as soldiers; and, superadded to 
all this, to bring down upon the poor of this vicinity all the horrors of 
want and famine. 

But, so long as this section of China remains thus disturbed, the 
markets of America and Europe for teas and silks will bear high prices. 
They who have already shipped, would find immense pro/it in naving 
China hermetically sealed for the rest of the year. 

The news from the rebels at the north does not induce me to change 
my former statement, that the rebels would hold the line of the Yellow 
river during the winter, and will ultimately approach the capital by the 
great western causeway. 

I shall go hence to Canton to-morrow, in the British merchant 
steamer Lady Wood, for want of a more appropriate mode of convey- 
ance. Affairs here have assumed such a shape as that they can be 
comprehended exactly ; at Canton, trouble is not improbable. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

To the Secretary op State. 



No. 1. 
Commodore Perry to Mr. Marshall, 

Macao, September 29, 1863. 

Sir: I have received your communication of the 28d instant, and, m 
reply, assure you that it will afford me the greatest pleasure to co-oper- 
ate most cordially with you in the*protection of the lives, properly, and 
rights of Hhe citizens of the United States resident in Chma. The 
steps I have already taken will bear ample evidence of my disposition 
|n that respect ; and though I have received no other instructions hav- 
ing reference to China than those brought with me, and of which you 
have been made acquainted, a proper appreciation of the duties de- 
yolving upon me as the commander of the United States naval forces 
ID these seas, would always prompt me to use the means at my dispo- 
sal in such manner as in my best judgment would most conduce to the 
general interest of the government, and the welfare and safety of 
American citizens resident in China, and in other eastern countries 
^Uhin the sphere of my command. 

There is now, and has been from the moment of my return from Ja- 
pan, stationed at and near Canton a force more than sufficient fot oil 
purposes of protection, and, in addition, the VaxvdtvWa ^oo^j-ofl-N^'ax 
^oved up the river yesterday, to remain a short X\me» 
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Being in constant, almost hourly communication either with theconi- 
manders of the vessels of the squadron stationed at Canton and Wham- 
poa, with the United States vice-consul, or the American merchants 
resident at the factory, I am myself the better judge of the necessiqr 
of adding still further to that force, having in regard other important 
objects in view, and Mr. Spooner is aware that any suggestion of his 
will receive all due attention from me ; beyond this, his official action 
will have no influence in determining the movements of the ships under 
my command. 

In the arrangements heretofore proposed by me for the disposition 
of the services of the Vessels, the Plymouth, on her way from Loo- 
choo to Macao, will avail of the northeast monsoon, and touch at 
Fuhchan and Ningpo, and probably at Amoy, though the Supply vis- 
ited that port but a month since, as you will perceive by a perusal of 
the enclosed copy of a letter from her commander. 

I do not know of any American property at either of these cities, 
excepting that which may belong to missionaries ; and taking into con- 
sideration the fact that these gentlemen and their families have hitherto 
been treated with kindness by the Chinese of all parties, I can hardly 
conceive that they will be exposed to the slightest annoyance. 

The continuance of the Saratoga at Shanghai will, in my belief, give 
sufficient protection to American life and property at tnat place; in 
truth, there is a larger force at this time looking after the property of 
American citizens at Canton and Shanghai, than has ever before com- 
posed the entire strength of the East India squadron, and it is v^ell 
known that the extra ships now refitting at the headquarters of the 
station have been expressly detailed for the Japan expedition. 

The refitment of the engines of the Powhatan now in hand, and the 
crippled condition of the machinery of the Susquehanna, which re- 
quires the utmost care to keep it in working order, leave me but one 
effective steamer, the Mississippi, (my present flag-ship) for any special 
employment. And even if they were all ready for sea, I should not 
deem it advisable, or justifiable in the present aspect of affairs, to con- 
sume any part of the limited supply of coal I have with so much diflt 
culty, and at high cost to the government, provided for my next Japan 
cruise, in employing these large s^d valuable steamers in visitine 
Ningpo and Fuhchan, when a sloop-of-war of lighter draught would 
answer a much better purpose by oeing able to approach nearer to 
those cities. 

I have thus, with the utmost candor, given you my views respecting 
my duties in regard to China; and so long as I remain in this part of 
my command, shall continue to devote myself, so far as my judgment 
will permit, to the best interests of all who may have latv/id claim to the 
protection of the ships under my command ; again remarking that I 
shall be most happy to co-operate with you in every way compatible 
with my instructions, the usages of the naval service, and with the 
prerogatives which belong to my naval command and to the special in- 
structions to prosecute other important duties elsewhere. 

But alter all, notwithstanding the exaggerated accounts we are con- 
stantly receiving of the dangers lo vj\v\e\\ fo\^W^rs are or may be ex- 
posed in China, I have yet lo be mfotia^di ol >ii^ ^\^\Sxi^\a.\\KR.^is^ I 
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have been on the station — and I presume the remark may bear a much 
wider range — wherein an American or any foreigner has been in the 
least molested in person or property. 

Qbmmander Walker has been instructed to proceed to Fuhchan. 
Should he, on consulting with you, deem it necessary at any conjunc- 
ture to do so, and from thence return to Shanghai, I shall have an 
extra ship ready to hasten to either of those places should the informa- 
tion constantly received at this place from tne coast north and south 
oiake it expedient to despatch one. 

I am, sir, very respectfiiUy, your obedient servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Cammajider'in-'Chief U. S. Naval Forces, 

Ea^t India, China, and Japan Seas. 
His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

£7. S. Commissioner to China, Shanghai. 



United States Ship Supply, Hong Kong, 

August 28, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to report to you the arrival of this ship, under 
my command, from Loo-choo via Amoy, at which port I touched in 
obedience to your order of July 31st ultimo, and remained four days. 
The rebels, eighteen thousand in number, still hold possession of the 
city, and business of every kind has been suspended for three months 
past. The persons and property of all foreigners have been most scru- 
pulously respected, and not one act of violence or indignity has been 
offered to any individual ; nor do they fear anything of fiie sort will 
occur. 

There are only three Americans in Amoy — two missionaries and one 
consul — and no American trade direct. The only commerce with the 
United States is carried on through other ports in China. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. SINCLAIR, 
Lieutenant Commandite. 
Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, 

East India, China, and Japan Seas, Hong Kong. 



No. 2. 

Mr. Spooner to Mr. Marshall. 

Consulate of the U. S. A., Canton, 

September 27, 1853. 

Sir : I have this day received your despatch dated at Shanghai, 
22d September, and the contents are specially noted. 

A circular addressed to the citizens of the United States resident at 
Canton, and enjoining upon them the strictest neutrality as their title to 
demand from China, under the treaty, mdemm-j agaAtvsX Yo's.'s.^^^^- 
sioned by the war, is now going the rounda ot Xltve \.o^tv% cwi^^cs.^^^'5l^ 



290 H. Doc. 123. 

with an extract from your despatch, directmg me to advise them to hand 
in duplicate lists of their property here, to be forwarded to the oflSceof 
the chief local authority at Canton whenever such property shall be 
threatened by a mob or insurrection. ^ 

That part of your despatch directing me to call in the assistance of 
the United States naval lorces, after my demand for protection from 
the Chinese government has been disregarded, will be comphed with 
so far as circumstances may admit; but if my past experience of Chi- 
nese mobs will sujBBce for me to form an opinion for the future, our dan- 
ger will be suddefi, and will allow but little time for communicatioD 
with the Chinese authorities. 

At present I see no more indications of riot or trouble than have been 
apparent for the last six months; but as a precautionary measure, the 
United States storeship Supply, with her usual crew and twenty-five 
marines from the Susquehanna, under command of Major Zealand, is 
at the upper part of the Macao Passage; the Susquehanna herself 
being anchored in Whampoa Reach. The Mississippi returns to Cum- 
singmoon to-morrow. Commodore Perry is resident at Macao, and 
has asked me to send down a despatch for him on the fir^ appearance 
of trouble here. 

There have been some riots near the Bogue ; but I get no particulars, 
and consider them of themselves unimportant. 

The question of legalizing Mexican dollars as currency is yet in . 
abeyance; the shroffs opposing what all other Chinese desire---their 
introduction. I have prepared a letter to the governor requesting him 
to order the shroffs to receive them, and understand that this will be 
followed up by letters from the British and Peruvian consuls, and from 
the Chinese silk dealers. 

I learn that her Britannic Majesty's brig Lily, Captain Sanderson, for 
some time past anchored at the Macao Passage, will drop down abreast 
the factories ; but I see no pressing need for moving the Supply, or 
increasing our forces. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your excellency's obedient servant, 

D. N. SPOONER, 
Vice-Consvl U. S. America. 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner of the U. 8. A. to China. 

No. 5. 

To the citizens of the United Statts of America at Shanghai: 

For your information, the undersigned. Commissioner of the United 
States, begs leave to say, that it will be your duty to abstain from all 
participation whatever in the contests now waged between the Chinese. 
A violation of neutrality will, most probably, only involve him in diffi- 
culty who shall be guilty of it. 

Inventories in duplicate of your effects, valued by two disinterested 
persons, should be made, the valuation certified to by them as reason- 
able, and one copy thereof deposited at the consulate. 

In the event of loss, such inventories will enable government to de- 
mand indemnity in your beV\a\f. It \a lecomtcv^xA^^dL^Ww^N^i.^that such 
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effects as can be transported shall be deposited in places of safety, 

{►rovided your residences are beyond the body of the foreign settlement, 
f your residences are then exposed to the fire of the combatants, you 
should close your doors under seal, and remove your families to points 
out of the line of fire. 

It is not contemplated by me to apply to the naval commander to 
despatch guards to those residences wnich are scattered over the sub- 
urbs of Shanghai. The naval force must be concentrated to be ef- 
ficient; and as that force is very limited, the naval commander will 
probably select a single position for defence, at which he can secure 
the safety of all who may seek his protection. 

The undersigned hopes that his countrymen at Sl^^nghai will wil- 
lingly comply with these suggestions, made by him from a sense of 
duty to them, and to his own pubhc obligations. 

Respectfully submitted. 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Shanghai, October 1, 1853. 

No. 4. 
£leang, governor-general of Kiang-si, Kiangnan, president of the board 
of war, &c., &c., makes this communication in answer: , 

Your excellency's communication reached me on the 3d instant, 
stating that on the 7th ultimo, at Shanghai, lawless persons had collect- 
ed in bands, armed themselves with weapons, captured the city^ killed 
the magistrate, and plundered property; that these bands had assumed 
official titles, changed the style of government, hoisted their flags, and 
placed guards at the city gates ; that the chief military functionary had 
oeen unable to defend the place, while the commissioner of customs 
had come to your residence [Chinese characters] to confer about assist- 
an4:e; that your excellency had given protection to said commissioner; 
that there being no oflScer to receive the customs due, and fearing there 
would be a long detention of the merchant-ships, with great loss to the 
imperial government, your excellency had instructed your consul to 
allow said ships to depart, after having first received from them written 
securities for the payment of the duties whenever the constituted au- 
thorities should reinstate an officer for that purpose; and that, in ac- 
cordance with the treaty providing for cases of mobs, insurrections, &c., 
your excellency felt bound to make this communication. 

Now, to me, the governor-general, it seems that the great Emperor's 
assiduity in government, love to the people, gentleness to those near 
and regard lor those at a distance, are displayed throughout all re- 
gions, and that all living creatures are enriched by his kindness ;' but 
the lawless vagrants of Shanghai do not consider the favor they enjoy 
in having food to eat and soil to tread upon; they know not how to 
pay homaffe to their sovereign or respect to their superiors, but, on the 
contrary, they audaciously kill their officers, and occupy the city. Such 
conduct, assuredly, is not to be tolerated by heaven and earth. 

Woo, the commissioner of customs, seems disposed to maintain fidel- 
ity and honesty, and is ready to try to retrieve -wWx. W^>oee.xvVN%\. 'X.^ 
your excelleacy we are indebted for his proUiClvoik — -\iti^ co\\sv^^\^^\>s2fcTv^ 
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proceeding from your excellency's own regard for the good and deteata-* 
tion of the bad, and carrying out the true desire of your country's Chief 
Magistrate, forever to maintain peace and good will with my govern- 
ment, suSicient to show that your excellency will, with pure justice 
and reliable confidence, conform to the terms of the treaty of perpetual 
peace— conduct not only most pleasing to myself and to CoounissioDer 
Woo, but which must also (when he nears of it) be highly approved 
by the Chief Magistrate of your country. 

To Shanghai and other places occupied by the rebellious outlaws^ I 
have despatched troops, soldiers and officers, that they may hastai 
to cut and sweep them all away. Already Kiating and other cities 
have been recovered and reduced to order, and the rebel leaders and 
lawless gangs cut up in detail; and of our military and civil officers 
engaged in these operations, the culpable have been stigmatized and 
the meritorious rewarded. 

In due course. Woo, the commissioner, has been instructed to hasten 
back to Shanghai, and to attend to the management of the custom- 
house duties ; and now these duties, relating to the several foreign 
nations, should all, as usual, be managed by Woo, the commissioner, 
and in conformity with the treaty regulations, so as to avoid any long 
detention of the merchant ships. 

Moreover, it is to be expected that at no distant day the city will be 
recovered and the rebellious outlaws all cut off, so that both we and 
our people, natives and foreigners, may togetlier enjoy the blessings of 
peace triumphant, alike profoundly desired by myself and by your ex- 
cellency. 

Such is the communication with which I trouble your excellency. 
May it reach him to whom it is addressed, to wit: 

His Excellency H. Marshall, 

Plenipotentiary of the U. S. A., 4^., S(t, 
HiENFUNG, Sd year, 9th moon, 6th day, {Sth October, A. 2?. 1853.) 



No. 6. 

Ye^, hereditary marquis of the first class, governor-general of the 
two Kwang provinces, ex officio a president of the board of war, a vice- 
guardian ot the heir apparent, mmister and commissioner of the Ta- 
tsing empire, had the honor to receive the honorable Commissioner's 
despatch, (of the 16th August,) which he has perused and fully under- 
stands. 

I have examined the treaty and find therein contained : " If the mer- 
chant vessels of the United States, while within the waters over which 
the Chinese government exercises jurisdiction, be plundered by robbers 
or pirates, then the Chinese local authorities, civil and military, will 
arrest the said robbers or pirates, and will cause all the property tW 
can be recovered to be placed in the hands of the consul, to be by hiai 
restored to the original owner. But if, by reason of the extent ot terri- 
tory and numerous population of China, it shall in any case happen 
that the robbers cannot be apprehended, and the property only in part 
recovered, then the law w\il take \\a ewjx^^xcLX^^piA. \a the local an- 



I 
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.horities ; but the Chinese goverament will not make indemnity for the 
roods lost," &c. 

Now, although there are numerous banditti at Shanghai, I, the min- 
ster, as behooves me, have directed the various local authorities, both 
iivil and military, in the event of any case arising, instantly to manage 
It, and if there be any robbers, forthwith to arrest them, and extermi- 
nate the destroyers of human life, and tranquillize the good subject, both 
Chinese and foreign alike. 

Moreover, the protection of that place of foreign trade is not unthought 
of, nor by chance uncalled for, which the honorable Commissioner ought 
also to understand thoroughly. If, according to his despatch, an inven- 
tory of property is to be made out, first giving due notice thereof, it will 
not prevent matters involving petty troubles, and it is apprehended also 
it will be difficult of execution. We have only carefully to guard the 
barriers at each of the ports, and all be on the alert for their protection, 
and the vagabonds witnin (i. e. upon the land) will not clandestinelv 
come forth, and the plunderers from without (i. e. upon the water^ will 
manifestly have no means of spying out. Let us firmly maintain the 
treaty, and perpetual will be our amity and friendship, as it is unneces- 
sary to complicate everything by going beyond the treaty to that which 
it does not contemplate. 

As requisite, I make this reply, and avail myself of the occasion to 
present my comphments. &c. 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner of U. S. A. to China, 

HiENTUNO, 3d year, 9th moon^ llth day, {October 13, 1853.) 

A faithful translation. PETER PARKER. 



No. 6. 
(A.) — Mr, Cunningham to Mr, Marshall. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

Octob^ 14, 1S53- 

Sir: I have the honor to hand your excellency herewith a copy of a 
letter I have received from Woo, the late taoutae, announcing his re- 
Sumption of office as collector of customs, but with a borrowed seal. 
AViih the letter is an English translation by the consular linguist, which 
Xrill be found to be substantially correct. 

I beg to be informed whether I am to recognise this officer, with the 
^al which he now bears, as the legal collector of customs for foreign 
shipping, that, if such is the case, I may take steps to enter into com^- 
tnunication with him. * 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

EDW. CUNNINGHAM, 

Vice-Consul U. S. A, 
His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

United States Commissioner, Sjt.^ &[e* 



f^^n'f 
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[Enclosure in the foregoing.] 

Taoutae Woo makes this corrfbiunication : 

Whereas the Cantonese and Fokienese "small-knife" societies haw 
committed depredations, and have taken the city and the seal of thecat- 
tom-house, I have already reported it to the several high officers of the ^ c 
imperial government, and have received from the Governor E, and Vice- 
roy Hen, a response that thev have advised the Emperor to approve of 
my borrowing the Chang-chow-foo's seal temporarily for condoctiDg 
official affiiirs, in order to secure against forgery. Consequently I bee 
to announce that the custom-house business is now carried on asugoal, 
according to the regulations; but the former seal was discontinued on 
the 6th of September, and this seal comes into force on the 9th of Oc- 
tober for stamping official documents. Therefore, it is my duty to let -^ 
you know these circumstances, and to beg you to act according totlw 
notification. 

This is a most important communication. 

Edward Cunningham, Esq., 



Mr. Marshall to Mr. Cunningham. 

Legation of the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

October 14, 1868. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your note of this date, enclosing an oflBcial 
notification to you by Woo, Chinese superintendent at this port, tkat 
"the custom-house business is now carried on the same as usual, a^ 
cording to the regulations ;" and that he is to employ the seals of 
Chang-chow-foo from the 9th of October, in order to prevent any abuse 
of the public by the unauthorized use of the seal formerly attached to ^ 
his official acts. You desire to know " whether you shoula recognise 
this officer with the seal he now bears," &c. 

I have no hesitation in responding affirmatively to your interrogato- 
ry ; for m addition to the notification you have received from Woo, I 
have been officially notified by the governor-general of the SiangKi- 
ang, that '* Woo has been instructed to hasten back to Shanghai, and 
to attend to the management of the custom-house duties, and now these 
duties, relating to the several foreign nations, will all, as usual, be 
managed by Woo, the commissioner, and in conformity with the treaty 
stipulations," &c. I find the indentificalion of the officer thus rendered 
certain ; indeed I never have seen any reason to question his legitimate 
authority to act in the office he has hitherto filled. Whether he shall 
employ one seal or another, or no seal at all,, is to foreign nations a 
matter of perfect indifference, unless they have been notified that Au 
seal is requisite to authenticate his public acts. Commissioned by his 
Imperial Af ajesty to perform certain official functions, he has been next- 
tofore recognised by the United States as competent to discharge those 
functions ; interrupted in his office by force, he has been sent back to 
the theatre of his duty, accompanied by an official note to me from the 
viceroy f testifying his conUnuatvce m oSice% \\. ox^-^ \^\aaMx% fet \ou to 
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X"ecognise his .official acts over his signature, under whatever form he 
xnay indicate to vou, as sufficient to testify their authenticity. 

I avail myself also of this opportunity to request that, m resuming 
3rour official intercourse with the superintendent of customs, you will 
^gnify to him, in acceptable terras, the desire entertained by the au- 
^tiK)rities of the United States of America to render every accommoda- 
Xiou in the transaction of public business which may, with propriety, 
t>e extended under the difficult circumstances which surrouna him. 
Those difficulties, so obvious to all persons in Shanghai, and the em- 
barrassment they create in the due administration of public affairs by 
tlxe existing government of China, so far from awakening a wish on the 
I>art of the United States to add to the confusion by presenting new 
obstacles to the transaction of business, augment my solicitude to ex- 
hibit, conspicuously, to all Chinese, under these circumstances, the 
ct^xxictJidelUy of the United States to treaty engagements, and the scru- 
fmlous observance by their public authorities and private citizens of 
^fce neutrality, in the domestic troubles of foreign nations, which the 
XUnited States profess as a leading feature of their public policy. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

United States Vice-ConsuU 4^.| 4^., Shanghai* 



(B.) 

Legation op the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

October 24, 1853. 

Sir : I received by the mail the answer of the imperial commis- 
sioner to my notiBcation to him of the state of affairs at Shanghai. 
His excellency, after alluding to directions he has given for the pre- 
vention of robbery, &c., at Shanghai, says, ** the protection of that 
place of foreign trade is not unthought of, nor by chance uncared for, 
which the honorable Commissioner ought also to understand thorough- 
ly." I infer that his excellency means to assure me, politely, of his 
entire readiness to attend to the public interests committed to his 
charge. Connecting this communication with that received from his 
excellency Eleang, governor-general of the Siang Kiang, and that 
addressed to you by Woo, Chinese superintendent of customs, some 
ten days since, there seems no longer to be any propriety in continuing 
the " provisional regulations" which you issued on the 9th of Septem- 
ber. They have performed their office. It was, of course, never in- 
tended that their effect should be extended beyond a time sufficient to 
afford the Chinese government a chance to recover from a blow unfore- 
seen and unexpected. It was considered, as a matter of national com- 
ity, proper that the authority of the United Stales, instead of exhibit- 
ing indifference to the execution of the treaty, or any desire to seize the 
emergency to win advantages in the prosecution of trade, should shape 
their jy-oceedings to afford to China a ghance to recover what is justly 
hers according to the treaty. The resumption of their ^ublvc Cviwcxia^^ 
bj the Chinese ofEcers having been adverUsedlo me, vy.^w\>Jci^x q,^\>X\nx- 
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uance of the provisional regulations would be only compatible widi an 
attempt to enter upon the administration of Chinese a£fairs — a perfirfa- 
anee I have no idea of engaging in. 

It will be proper, however, that in withdrawing the regulations, ytm 
should adopt some equitable terms for those who may have partiafly 
laden their vessels prior to your notification of our return to fiirmer 
practice under the treaty. 

I am, &c., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

Vtce-Constd U. S. A. 



(C.) — Mr. Cunningham to Mr. Marshall. 

U. S, Consulate, Shanghai, 
October 28, 1863. 

Sir : Under your instructions of the 24th instant, I formally nolifi^ 
the taoutae. Woo, on that day, that the provisional regulations for the 
clearing of American ships would cease on the morning of the 88th, 
and requested him to appoint a place for the transaction of custom- 
house business. I subjoin copies of my letter, and of a circular ad- 
dressed at the same time to American residents. 

Woo replied, on the 2Gth, that a fleet of war-boats would soon ap- 
pear, when he would establish his custom-house, and begged me mean- 
time to continue the provisional arrangements. I answered that Ihsd 
already notified my countrymen that they would cease on the morn- 
ing of the 28th, and that the notification could not be withdrawn. He 
again wrote on the 27th, repeating what he had before said ; and in 
return I s^nt my card, earnestly reiterating the determination to which 
the United States authorities had arrived, and recommending him to 
appoint a place without delay. I have heard nothing further from bim, 
and I now await your instructions as to the course to pursue in case 
any American vessels are presented for clearance to-day, whi\:h I know 
will be done. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant 

EDW. CUNNINGHAM, 
Vice-Consul United States of America. 

Hon. H. Marshall, 

Commissioner of the United States^ (Jr., ^c.j S^c. 



[Copy of letter enclosed in the above.] 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

October 24, 1853. 
I have as yet received no communication from you in answer to my 
iast letter, requesting \ou to \t\d\ca\.e \i[v^ \qc^Y\\?3 ^V^ate your officers 
would attend to the couectioii o? fomga. cvx^vycaa. 
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You are of course aware that the provisional arrangement established 
by me, with the sanction of his excellency the Commissioner of the 
United States, was only to cover a sudden emergency, and that it was 
by no means contemplated to make the United States ofl5cers collectors 
of the imperial revenue for any time beyond the short space required 
ibr the imperial officers to re-establish themselves with sufficient force 
to carry on their duties without interruption. That time has passed. 
You are here with a military power strong enough to give you security; 
the viceroy has notified the United States Commissioner, and you have 
notified me that you are ready to renew your functions. I cannot any 
longer retain the responsibility of acting lor you, especially as the dan- 
ger would be incurred of giving grounds for a supposition that the 
United States authorities would at any time undertake the care of the 
revenue from America commerce whenever circumstances rendered 
it inconvenient or impossible for the Emperor's officers to perform their 
duty. 

This was never contemplated in taking the recent steps, the only 
object being to give time to recover from an unforeseen and unex- 
pected emergency. 

I have therefore now to say, that I consider the time has come for 
me to notify my countrymen that the provisional arrangements have 
ceased, and that they must perform the custom-house business with 
your officers wherever they are to be found. 

I shall delay their revocation for three days, to give time for your 
answer, which I trust will indicate the place where the business can be 
transacted. 

As it seems just that those who have commenced to load their ships 
tmder the provisional regulations should not be placed at disadvantage 
y^'iih others who have just despatched theirs, 1 shall allow such ships 
as are partly loaded the option of clearing under the said regulations 
or through your custom-house ; but for all others, and for them also, if 
they choose the latter course, you must depend for the collection of 
their duties upon your own officers. 

EDW. CUNNINGHAM, 
Vice- Consul United States of America. 



[Circular enclosed with preceding.] 

To the American mercantile community : 

Under the instructions of his excellency Mr. Marshall, the Commis- 
sioner of the United States, the undersigned has addressed the accom- 
panying letter to the taoutae. Woo, collector of customs, &c., request- 
ing an immediate answer to a former letter acknowledging the right of 
Wcx) to collect the imperial duties from American vessels, and request- 
ing to know the locality where the custom-house officers would be 
established for the transaction of business. 

The undersigned circulates the letter for the information of hiscoun- 
^men, and has to inform them that the provisional re^latiow?. ^^k^I 
cease on the morniDg of the 28th, before wincVi Ume\v^\io^^ xj^^oaj^^ 
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the pleasure of informing ihem of ihe re-establishment of the Chinese 
custom-house, and the locality chosen for that purpose. 

They will observe by the letter to Woo, taoutae, that vessels already 
partly laden will have the option of clearing under the provisional 
regulations, or through the custom-house ; and, in order to give effect 
to this provision, he recommends that all consignees of such vessels 
should give notice of the fact to him prior to the morning of the 28tli. 

EDW. CUNNINGHAM, 
Vice- Consul United States of America. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

October 24, 1853. 



Mr. Marshall to Mr. Cunningham* 

Legation of the U. S. A., Shanghai, 

October 28, 1863. 

Sir: I am in possession of your note of this morning, requesting my 
instructions ** as to the course to pursue in case any American vessels 
shall be presented for clearance to-day ;" the provisional regulations 
issued by you some time since having been withdrawn from and after 
this date. 

It is said in your circular to our countrymen, dated the 24th instant, 
** that vessels already partly laden will have the option of clearing 
under the provisional regulations or through the custom-house." 

Should any master who wishes to depart to-day, or shortly, desire 
to clear under the provisional regulations, his case being embraced by 
your declaration above, there will be no obstacle to the clearance upon 
the execution of the usual obligation according to the provisional rules. 

Should any master desire to depart, choosing to pay to the Chinese 
superintendent of customs the duties upon cargo in sycee or money, 
according to the trfeaty, and professing to be hindered by the absence 
of the Chinese superintendent of customs frool his place of business, 
you will receive the formal declaration of such master, stating the fact 
that his ship is laden and ready to depart, and that he desires and is 
prepared to pay $ (naming the amount) to the Chinese superin- 
tendent of customs for this port as duties due upon his cargo ; also the 
reason which obstructs him in the execution of his purpose. 

I advise you to send to the Chinese superintendents of customs this 
application for the ship's register and accompanying declaration, and 
make upon him your own official demand that he shall receive the du- 
ties tendered and give the port clearance, in order that you may deliver 
the ship's register and permit her to depart. 

As there is no legal obstruction known to me which prevents the 
superintendent from attending to his official function, and as China has 
force sufficient to remove any illegal obstruction, I see no excuse or 
apology for any longer delay in resuming his office and establisW^ 
himself in proper place of business. A continued delinquency on his 
part seems inexcusable, and as XiA\n^'7i\>}ci^^\\i\fct^^^ citiaens o{ 
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the United States who are desiring to observe all the requirements of 
our treaty stipulations. Therefore you will name an hour of the day 
for him to deliver the port clearance on receipt of his dues, and notify 
him that in case he fails you will protest against his violation of the 
treaty in attempting by such conduct to lay an embargo upon Ameri- 
can ships in this port» and that you will permit the vessel to depart on 
her voyage. 

The circumstances under which you are acting are extremely dilK- 
cult. The usual course in such cases would be to place the vessel on 
demurrage at th^ expense of the Chinese government; but the immense 
value of cargoes of the costly exports from China, and the import- 
ance of time to the exporters, together with the prospect of finding an 
unwilling or insufl5cieiit security in the government of China, forbid a 
resort to that measure, unless the superintendent of customs, who seems 
anxious for a few days' further time, shall consent to assume on the 
part of China to pay a fair demurrage for any vessel to be delayed by 
bis delinquency. In that event you might agree to detain her on de- 
murrage so long as the duty payable on the cargo would meet it, which 
would afford him the opportunity required. Should the superintendent 
fail, under your hoiification, to come forward to receive the duties and 
to give the port clearance, as required by the treaty, or to make ar- 
rangements to pay the demurrage on the vessel for a tew days, in cEise 
of her detention you will procure from the master a memorandum of 
his cargo and of the names of the shippers, with the gross shipment of 
each respectively, to be retained for the information of the United 
States ; and after entering your protest for a violation of the treaty by 
the Chinese authorities, you will deliver the register to the captain, that 
he may depart on his voyage. 

I am, sir, &c., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

U. 5. Vice^Connd^ Shanghai, 



(D.) — Mr, Marshall to Mr. Cunningham, 

Legation op the U. S. op America, Shanghai, 

October 19, 1858^ 

Sir : My attention has been called to a paper purporting to be a* 
translation of a communication made by Lew Ayun, the rebel com- 
mandant in the city of Shanghai, to the consuls of foreign powers, in 
which he complains of certain transactions between yourself and the 
imperialists as a breach of the neutrality professed by the public au- 
thorities of the United States. 

Having observed that my own name, though rather awkwardly, in said 
paper, is connected with these affairs, as though I was cognizant of 
improper intercourse between yourself and the imperialists, and of se- 
cret assistance which you are rendering to their cause, I feel that it 
Will be proper to request an official statement of you of aiUlie faeta ^t 
whatever transaction has taken place in regard Vo \Vii& gatva '^l ^^ Ks^.- 
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telope, and of the extent of your intercourse with the belligeraits, 
since the institution of the siege at Shanghai. 

I will observe that, in requesting this statement, I enlertam no idea 
that your conduct as a public officer or private gentleman has com- 
promised the neutrality which I have so frequently and on all occasions 
urged upon citizens of the United States as the true line of conduct lo 
be observed by them, but rather to afford the means of foiling any who, 
from a base purpose, may desire to make unfavorable impressions 
against the public agents of the United States in China .by circulating 
elsewhere this document, which bears on its face a strong internal evi- 
dence of 'd, foreign authorshivy though it has a Chinese paternity. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

Vice-Comul V. S. A.y Shanghai. 



Mr. Cunningham to Mr. MarshaJL 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

October 19, 1853. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of to- 
day, and lo give the statement you request. 

On the afternoon of the 8th of September, a Chinese linguist, em- 
ployed in the Chinese custom-house previously to its closing, applied to 
me for the loan of $500, to pay off dues to sailors and artisans who 
had been at work on board the Antelope, and for which debts they con- 
sidered him personally responsible', as he had engaged them. He said 
he had sent in his accounts to the taoutae on the 6th da^^ before the 
capture of the city, and was to have received the money the next day: 
that he was now without a dollar, and without resource. I answered 
that, though always glad to help a respectable Chinaman in difficul- 
ties, I could not give so large a sum as $500 without some security. 
He said he had nothing to offer but the guns of the vessel, but would 
put them in my go-down if they would answer; and accordingly, tbt 
afternoon, with his own coolies, he placed there suflBcient of her arma- 
ment to secure the loan, and my compradore gave him the money. 

Some time after — perhaps a week, perhaps two weeks — he caaie 
to me to say that the rebel chief had sent him a threatening message 
with regard to the Antelope, requiring him to deliver her up and dis- 
charge the three or four Ibreign sailors on board; and asked my ad- 
vice. * The Antelope was still lying in her old berth in front of the 
Chinese custom-house, and accessible to anybody. 

I recommended him to answer that he was nod holding her for the 
taoutae, that the three or four Europeans were only to preserve the 
property from night-thieves, and that he could have her by sending ^ 
proper officer with men. He went ^way, and told me subsequeotly 
that he had so answered. 

JVo officer was sent, however; and the message was probably oc- 
casioned by the unfarliug o? xYve AxvV^o^^^^^^S^ \a ^r^^ it being a suo- 
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ny day after a protracted rain. The vessel was entirely in the hands 
of the taoutae's agent, who hired and paid the men ; nor had I con- 
nexion with her in any manner. After the siege by the imperialists 
commenced, the linguist brought the $600 and took away his security. 
I am really ignorant whether he remounted them in the Antelope, or 
took them elsewhere. 

As regards intercourse with the belligerents, it has been entirely con- 
fined to notes to the chiefs on both sides, requiring attention to the 
safety of American missionaries, written at their requisition on certain 
reasonable occasions. Being in an official position, 1 have not, like the 
rest of my fellow-residents, indulged a natural curiosity in visiting the 
works of either party, but have studiously kept aloof. 

I am obliged for the expression of your opinion regarding my conduct, 
and feci that it is deserved, as I have not by word or deed infringed 
upon the strict rule of neutrality established by you on behalf of the 
United States. 

I think It is not out of place to state, as an evidence of my personal 
feelings upon the subject, that I have in my possession, as a merchant, 
two heavy Paixhan guns, with their complement of shot, for which 
both sides have offered an excessive price, but which I refuse to sell, 
as only likely to increase the misery suffered by the wretched inhabit- 
ants of the city. 

Over these I have control ; but I could not keep the property of others, 
placed in my hands as security, when the pledge was redeemed. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient ser- 
vant, 

EDW. CUNNINGHAM, 

Vke-Conml U. S. A. 

Hon. H. Marshall, 

U* S. Commissioner, ^., ^•. 



[Official— No. 35.] Macao, November 21, 1863, 

Sir: I arrived at Hong Kong on the 8th of this month, having made 
the passage from Shanghai in the British merchant-steamer Lady Mary 
Wood. That vessel anchored in the harbor of Amoy for several hours 
on her trip, and I had an opportunity to learn the condition of affairs 
in that vicinity. 

Since June last, the disturbances have continued at Amoy; but since 
the 1st of October the combats have been frequent, and sometimes 
w^ell contested, between the imperialists and the insurgents. The in- 
vestment of the place, both by land and by sea, became so close, that 
the insurgents found great difficulty in procuring subsistence. The 
masses of the Chinese people being averse to the movement, or at any 
rate indifferent to the success or defeat of the rebels, rendered the in- 
surgent chiefs conscious of the hopelessness of their cause; and when 
I left Amoy, though the firing was sharp and continual, it was under- 
stood that the evacuation of the city was to be expected daily. It was 
abandoned on the 9th, and re-entered by the impe^i^l Ito^^^* ^W 
insurgent chief escaped by sea, with a large uvxraXiex Cil\^\^ S.O^Qr«- 
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ers ; and those who were left behind were put to the sword without 
mercy. The British naval commanders in port at length interfered to 
prevent a continuation of the massacre of miserable creatures who had 
been hired to fight, but who had no political views in entering upon the 
contest. 

Amoy had been very much injured by the shot. Ruined houses, fresh 
graves, paralyzed trade, remain the only visible results of the protracted 
contest. The imperialists having retaken the town, and the rebels hav- 
ing fled from the vicinity, there is no probability of a renewal of insur- 
rectionary movements in that quarter^ The Amoy insurrection was 
merely local, and the chief at Amoy had no connexion, known to the 
public, with the insurgents who occupy Nankin and Chinkiangfoa 
The contrary was asserted with such confidence by Commander Fish- 
bourne, of her Britannic Majesty's navy, that I mentioned it to you on 
his authority, in my despatch No. 19 ; but he was mistaken. 

Shortly after my arrival in this section I went to Canton, and re- 
mained there several days to learn the state of affairs from my own 
observation and personal inquiries. The Chinese say there is no danger 
ot an insurrection at Canton, unless news of the fall of Pekin and oi 
the flight of the Emperor shall arrive in such form as to command gen- 
eral credence, and then Canton will pay homage to the victor. But 
until such a manifestation of real power shall have been made by the 
pretender to the throne as will prove his capacity to assume the empire, 
and the probability of his maintaining his supremacy, the Cantonese 
will observe their present allegiance. Men of property and capital are 
resolute in opposition to every design to make Canton a theatre for this 
civic strife. The police is vigilant, active, and strong, and tlie admin- 
istration of his excellency Pih, governor of Kwang Tung, is said to be 
energetic and firm. The governor-general of the Liang Kwang (who 
is also imperial commissioner for foreign aflfairs) has credit for a deter- 
mination in the exercise of his official functions which amounts to se- 
verity. The foreigners at Canton, though uncertain, of course, what any 
day may bring forth, are not so apprehensive of disturbances at Can- 
ton as I had been led to imagine their fears to be. Prior to my airival, 
the American merchants at Canton suggested to Commodore Perry the 
propriety of chartering a small British steamer for their protection— if 
it was his purpose to take all the squadron on his second cruise to 
Japan — and he has comphed with their wishes. She has left this place 
to-day to relieve the Supply, and will be anchored off'the faciories. 
Though this force is unequal to a defence of American property ai 
Canton, it may serve in an emergency to bear away the women, cliild- 
ren, and treasure to this place. As the merchants at Canton appear 
satisfied with the arrangement, and as no suggestion from me would 
induce Commodore Perry to add to the force, (and it may be sujficunh) 
I shall not interfere with it. 

The prospect of quiet at Canton derives strength from another fact 
of which I am advised. The lines of commercial travel from Kiangsi 
are said to be now clear of obstacles and secure. I saw a letter to one 
of the principal shippers at Canton which stated that, now, large ad- 
ditional quantities ol teas weie ou the way to Canton for export. Tfc 
diversion of sbipmeuta Is made /torn SKaug)wiAi> ^axA^x^N^^ \Jaa sense oi 
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^•curity which is felt in the stability of the administration here, and the 
want of it there. It may also result from the extraordinary attempt of 
foreign merchants at Shanghai to consider that a free port, and from the 
subsequent course of the British consul at Shanghai. The disturban- 
ces near the Bogue forts have also been quieted by the imperial officers, 
and several of the principal offenders have been delivered at Canton for 
punishment. 

On my voyage hither, I passed a fleet of about thirty ** west coast 
boats," filled with imperial troops, destined to Shanghai ; and as the 
fleet had already arrived from Chinkiangfbo, I presume the investment 
of Shanghai, by water and by land, will henceforth be very close, until 
the insurgents quit the place, which they would have done some time 
since, in my opinion, but for suggestions and indirect interference by 
those whose legitimate duty should have prompted a faithful non-inter- 
vention and neutrality. 

All persons here agree that the rebel army of taipingwan, now m the 
north, will not reach Pekin this year ; but they seem to form no ideas 
fit)m the course of the campaign. I submitted my views to you in July 
as to the probable course of the campaign in the north, from my study 
of the topography of the country, ana my conversations with intelligent 
Chinese; and results have proved my estimates correct in every partic- 
ular, as to the plans of the invading column, and the direction of its ap- 
proaches to the capital. I think that the rebel army has suffered a 
series of disasters this fall, and in all probability the column of opera- 
tion against Pekin is disorganized and lost. This is, however, a mere 
sj>eculation, based oa the fact that, after the abandonment of the descent 
of the Eucho river, instead of resuming the siege of Kaifung and oc- 
cupying the line of the Yellow river, the rebel forces entered the mount- 
ainous parts of Shansi, quite in the rear of their first line of direction 
assumed after crossing the Yellow river, and they appear to be occu- 
pied in the capture of unimportant towns, which have no relation to any 
known avenue leading to the capital of the empire. This employment 
in September, persuades me that a partial dispersion of the column had 
occurred after the events I have heretofore alluded to, and that prob- 
ably the rebels were in mere marauding bands, plundering for tempo- 
rary subsistence, and acting quite independently for the time: if not 
dispersed, from a loss of the first enterprise, they are making their way 
to some rendezvous in a new section, whence to sweep down on Pekm 
by an undefended avenue to it. But the last idea seems less probable 
than the fin-t. My original hypothesis was, that the great causeway 
leading to the southwest was to be gained, a mounted force was to be 
organized, and the capital would be approached simultaneously by the 
canal and the road. The failure to turn Lintsing, the order to Loo to 
advance from Chinkiangfoo, and the present or rather the September 
advices as to the section in which the rebels were then operating, lead 
me to infer that they have now determined to quarter themselves in the 
mountainous parts of Shansi and Shensi — probably to await a ipore fa- 
vorable season to approach Pekin, or that the division had been dis- 
organized and dispersed before Loo's arrival to take command of it. 
Certainly the cause of the rebellion seems now \.oV>eox\^^\<i^"ax:^^^'5^^^^ 
I Bhall not be surprised that they who have awaVLexv^di \ick& ^"ssw^^^s^- 
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ceptions of the Chinese rebellion which distinguish Enropean and 
American publications on the subject, should, in their depressioD, 
under these palpable reverses, fall as far below just inferences from 
facts as heretofore their prurient enthusiasm has induced them to go 
beyond them. There is very great difl5culty in forming correct ideas 
of anything that is agitating the Chinese, for I am convinced that 
Chinese writers and teachers not unfrequenlly ascertain just such in- 
formation as they perceive, from the predisposition of their master or 
foreign employer, will suit the taste of the party desiring information. 
The "news'* so acquired, with all the extravagant deductions from 
it that zeal for the cause will naturally draw, is submitted to the west- 
ern world, and by the time it has been polished with editorial varnish, 
and adjusted to suit the Christian predilections of Europe and America, 
the image is thrown back upon Asia, and we look upon it here with 
wonder. It is the Jigure of the mirage, enlarged, inverted; nothing 
scarcely like the real China, and more a work ot fancy than reality. It 
is my aim to keep the government of. the United States advised cor- 
rectly, and to prevent the action of the government from being based 
on information t/iat is not sound or true. Hence I guard you against the 
acceptance of miscellaneous authority for your ideas of events or the 
tendency of events in this country. I have nothing to do with the 
press or with the effect produced upon private circles by letters writ- 
ten from China. The missionary may believe that Chma is already 
evangelized, and the political dreamer may see through the mists of 
the future republican equality, free trade, and other political benefits. 
1 have only to make the administration understand that, in my opinion, 
these are extravagances, which are unsafe conclusions for the statesman, 
•from the existing state of facts here; and that, in forming his views and 
combinations, he shotdf accept the sujyposed tendencies of this rd)ellion to 
either religious or political ameliorations as elements so remote as to hsM 
very slight effect upon his calculations. 

The voice of the western press, the ardent enthusiasm of the west- 
ern people for the rebellion, (animated by the supposition that the mov- 
ing power of the rebellion is a Christian fervor and a wish to establish 
the Christian church,) will reach the Chinese, more or less, and you 
perceive the effect upon Chinese policy. They who adhere to present 
forms of worship, who are educated at the feet of Confucius and Men- 
rlus, will find strong arguments in this exhibition of western feeling to 
induce them to oppose any enlargement of intercourse with western 
nations. They who hold rank privilege under the empire will see in 
the abhorrence entertained for their system, and the ready interference 
wilh llieir rule, reasons to anticipate their own downfall, unless for- 
eigners shall be restricted to the smallest limits within which they can 
be confined. On the other hand, if the revolutionists are intent upon a 
mere acquisition of power, without an essential change of government, 
they will use foreign influence only as a disturbing element to annoy 
this government, without committing the insurrectionary chief or cbieft 
to anv future enlargement of privileges to foreigners vrithin the realm 
of China, and without any binding obligation to modify the unwise 
commercial restrictions w\\icVi now cWe CVvvwv ^^ainst the rest of the 
TvorJd. I presume youwVW aVtead'j \vaNe ^^^w^fewcv^w^.^.^^- 
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ham's despatches to the Foreign Office detailing the incidents of his 
voyage to Nankin in April last, that the new Emperor, as he is some- 
times called, assumed a tone quite as arrogant and exclusive as ever 
characterized the court at Pekin. The British minister was told to 
address ** by petition " his wants, and they should be considered. Re- 
sponses were returned to him as "decrees;" universal dominion was 
asserted for his new celestial majesty ; in fine, you cannot fail to see 
that the assumptions of the rebel court prevented a personal interview 
between Sir S. G. Bonham and the rebel chief, and that the former re- 
turned to Shanghai little wiser than he went, unless he formed a secret 
amvention tvilh his rebel majestu^s minister of State. 

I have had the strongest mclination, during the whole summer, to 
ascend the Yangtze-Kiang, to find out something of the purposes ot 
the taipingwan more definitely than any information now possessed, as 
a guide/or my own sympathies^ and as proper to be known by you in de- 
termining the future policy of the United States. But 1 have been 
without the means of locomotion, and have been reluctantly compelled 
to see opportunities which would have been excellent and justifiable 
for such a visit, pass by unimproved. The British officials have gone 
to the rebel camp again and again ; but I have no subordinates, and 
no means or right to employ such oflicers in connexion with this lega- 
tion. The interpreter, as you have seen, considers his acceptance of 
office conditional on his continued residence at Canton. Besides, as the 
secretary of legation, I could not expect or desire him to be employed 
as was Mr. Meadows, and as are others in her Britannic Majesty's 
service, continually. 

You have already seen that the imperial commissioner Y66 informed 
me he is to continue to discharge the duties of the office of commis- 
sioner for foreign affairs, and that he desired my return to Canton. I 
thought a visit from Shanghai to this quarter would be proper, that I 
should meet my successor immediately upon his arrival. In addition, 
I thought it might be productive of good that an interview should take 
place between the imperial commissioner and myself in regard to the 
manner in which the disputed construction of the treaty should be ar- 
ranged, and as to the proper accommodations to be lurnished to the 
Commissioner of the United States for his official residence. Also, I 
desired to be convenient for the discussion with him of such questions 
as will spring up under the strange course of the British consul at 
Shanghai. I desired to confer with the commodore, to learn, if practica- 
ble, what extent of co-operation I might calculate upon from him, and 
lo learn, if practicable, the views of the British minister and governor 
of Hong Kong as to the best mode of accomplishing the objects re- 
ferred to in your last letter of instructions, (No. 8.) 

While your determination as to the choice of my successor remains 
in abeyance, I can do little more than preserve the status quo of the 
legation, and to exert myself to preserve the treaty inviolate. If cir- 
cumstances should favor my obtention of any modifications of the 
restrictions by China upon western commerce, I shall not fail to im- 
prove them. 

You will do we the honor to inspect a coTie^^tk!5i^vvc.^\i^v«^<^w "^^ 
vice-consul at Shanghai and myself, wYi\c\i occvrct^^ \mma$tkax^\i»^-' 
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fore my departure from Shanghai, It is submitted with this paper, and 
in the succeeding paper I shall enter upon an explanation of the view^ 
I take of the subject which gave rise to it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State^ Washington city. 



Mr. Cunningham to Mr. Marshall. 

\J. S. Consulate, Shanghai, 

October 31, 1S5S. 

' Sir : I beg to lay before you a letter addressed to me this day by 
four of the American firms of this place, protesting a^^ainst the recog- 
nition of the Chinese custom-house m its present locality, and handing 
copies of correspondence with the representatives of other foreign 
nations at this port. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully. 

Your most obedient servant, 

EDWARD CUNNINGHAM, 
Vice-Constd of the United States of America. 

His Excellency the Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner of the United Staies. 



Shanghai, October 31, 1853. 

Sir : We beg to enclose, for your information, copies of letters which 
we have received from the representatives of Great Britain, France, 
Portugal, Holland, Prussia, and Hamburg, in reply to our inquiry, 
whether, " in case we desired to ship in vessels uncler any of the above 
flags, the said representatives recognised any custom-house establisb- 
ment; and if so, where situated?*' 

You will observe that all have replied in the negative; and such 
being the case, it is not unreasonable in us to demand that American 
vessels be placed upon the same footing. By the course you have 
adopted, American vessels are effeciually deoarred from procuring 
freights at this port, as it is not likely that any shippers will be found 
willing to pay duties in sycee, when, under any other fia^j they can 
clear their ships by granting promissory notes, respecting the ultimate 
collection of which, strong doubts are entertained. 

From the tenor of your public notifications, we learn that your pro- 
ceedings are sanctioned by his excellency Col. Marshall, who, we un- 
derstand, leaves this port per steamer. We have, therefore, respect- 
fullv to request that you will immediately lay this case before nim, 
and in the meantime, on the part of our constituents, as well as our- 
selveSf we have to record oui ao\e\xvti ^tov^^v^^^m^x^wax^^^tion 
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3f a floating costom-house, which may be driven away at any moment, 
BS an act seriously detrimental to American interests. 
We are, sir, your most obedient servants, 

AUGUSTINE HEARD & CO., 
SMITH, KING & CO., 
WETMOUE & CO., 
BULL, NYE & CO. 
E. CuxNiNGHAM, Esq., ' 

£7. S. Vice'Constd, Shanghai. 

Note. — The letters of the consuls are not copied, because they 
merely declare that the writers have not yet been notified of the estab- 
lishment of the custom-house at Shanghai. 

H. M. 



Mr. Marshall to Mr. Cunningham. 

Shanghai, November l,.lS5d. 

Sir: I received last evening your note, which encloses a communi- 
cation from several mercantile firms of this city, composed of citizens 
of the United States. This letter demands that American vessels shall 
be placed on the same footing with the vessels of other foreign powers, 
by a change in the policy I nave heretofore instructed you to pursue. 
In other words, it is a demand that you shall refuse to recognise the 
right of the Chinese superintendent of customs to collect duties at 
Shanghai, according to treaty stipulations and the former practice. 

You will communicate to those citizens that their demand cannot be 
complied with, and that I see nothing in the correspondence they have 
requested you to submit to my perusal which sheds any new light 
upon the path of my duty. The letters of the consuls fall far short of 
the point from which an inference can be drawn that they will dis- 
regard such regulations as shall be established for the collection of the 
Chinese customs. They merely slate, that as yet they have not been 
notified, officially, of the re-establishment of the custom-house, or the 
place of business of the superintendent of customs. You have heen^ 
and that makes the difference between your case and Iheirs. 

Whenever there shall be a practical discrimination against American 
tonnage by the Chinese authorities at Shanghai, there will be found in 
the treaty such provisions as will enable me to apply an ample remedy 
without delay, and without loss to the shipping interest of the United 
States, and it will be my official duty to do so. At present, I see no 
sound reason to apprehend any danger of such result. I recognise the 
superintendent of customs at Shanghai as properly qualified to collect 
the revenue at this port, and it is my wish that the 'public authority of 
the United States in China should afford all proper facilities to him 
and his official subordinates in the transaction of business. 

It is my purpose to perform, punctiliously, every obligatioa assumed 
by the Vn'itcd States by the treaty, and torefta\u?tome\ri^^rt^^i\\\%^^ 
public administration ot Chinese affairs by vYiroV\\x% \xvvckfc^^^'5»x^ '^Scir 
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stacles in the way. No precedent, no example furnished by other 
powers, will induce me to forego the faithful and honest executioa of 
our plain international obligations. 
I am, &C., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL- 
EDWARD Cunningham, Esq!, 

Vice-Consul U. 8. A.j Shanghai. 



[OflScial— No. 36.] Macao, November 26, 1853. 

Sir : This communication contains my reasons for requiring shippers 
on vessels of the United States to arrange for the ultimate payment of 
the duties due to China before their vessels departed -from Shanghai 
since the capture of the city by a band of insurgent Chinese. 
• 1. The requisition was proper under the treaty. 

Prior to the war with Great Britain the foreign commerce of China 
was conducted only at Canton, and by commercial monopolists, called 
" the Hong merchantSy*^ who paid a rent for their privilege of monopoly, 
and stood bound jointly as sureties for the good Dehaviour and punctu- 
ality in pecuniary transactions of all foreigners in the port of Canton 
and adjacent waters. When China and Great Britain made peace^ the 
Hong monopoly was abolished by the treaty, and, in lieu of it, Great 
Britain obtained a system of duties on imports and exports, arranged 
according to a tariff, which was made part of the treaty. But in this 
arrangement Great Britain guarantied to China the payment of all du- 
ties due for imports or exports on British bottoms, and contracted to 
pay the same whether the shippers were able 6r not, and though the 
vessel might have left port. Under the rule so established, the Chinese 
were in the habit of extending credits for the duties to foreign mer- 
chants, relying on the obligation of Great Britain to pay any deficit on 
the part of those who employed Birtish shipping. When the treaty 
between China and the United States was formed, a general obligation 
on the part of the latter was entered into, which it is natural to suppose 
that the Chinese commissioner understood to import a promise at least 
as broad as the language expresses, for he read it by the light afforded 
by the treaty with Great Britain, and practice under that instrument 
The second article of the treaty between the United States and China 
contains this stipulation : 

" The citizens of the United States resorting to China for purposes of 
commerce will pay the duties of import or export prescribed iu the 
tariff' which is made part of this treaty." The power to enforce this 
agreement was left in the hands of the United States, to which China 
confides jurisdiction over all citizens of the United States in China, and 
the enactment of laws to compel their obedience to her regulations. 
Had the foregoing obligation stood alone in the treaty, the oflBce of 

Erosecutor for infractions of the Chinese revenue laws clearly would 
ave been devolved upon the consul of the United Slates. To avoid 
in practice the inconvenience a\idWTAeYv^\\\cVv would result Horn the 
operation of the second atV\c\e, ^\t. Cvi^m^ \^%^\v\qn\^n \x>s^ 
into another part of the Uealy a casK s:\)stemoJ duties, ^>avs5^ ^^n\^^^ 
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rciodes of ascertaining the amount of the dues on cargoes, the medium in 
'^J^hicb ihey shall be paid, and the time when and the persons to whom 
t:tiey shall be paid. This specification of particulars m the treaty pro- 
duces exactly this legal effect: though the general obligation of article 
^xi'o remains, if the Chinese oflScer of customs shall not pursue the 
iXiodes of collection pointed out in articles ten, eleven, twelve, and thir- 
t:^en, the responsibihty which might have attached to the government 
^:>f the United States will. be lost; if he does pursue the mode pointed 
c>ut, no liability can arise to the United States. In other words, if the 
Chinese revenue oflBcer collects the duty on imports at the time of 
Xanding the cargo, and on exports at the time of lading the ship, in 
^ycee, or coin, ajt its exchangeable value, the government of the United 
States cannot run any risk as a guarantor ; and if he departs from this 
mode, the government of the United States could under no view ot 
the treaty be held (as Great Britain was) responsible to pay the 
amount of the duty. Still the obligation of the second article will re- 
main, and the duty on which the superintendent of Chinese customs 
might extend a credit could be collected in the consul's court as any 
other private debt ; but he would have lost the lien upon the goods, and 
the claim would not be privileged or entitled to priority in case of the 
bankruptcy of the shipper. 

As there can be no doubt that the government would be released 
from responsibility under article two when the Chinese collector de- 

Earts fi*om the mode of collection pointed out in the treaty, so there can 
e as little doubt, in my opinion, that the government would be equi- 
tably bound for the amount when, without fault on the part of the Chi* 
nese officer, the citizen of the United States departs from the port with- 
out paying his duties, with the privity and absent of the government of 
the United Stages represented here by their consul. 

The most restricted sense in which the article two (quoted above) 
can be read, imports an obligation to enforce the payment of the duties 
by citizens of the United States resorting to the Chinese ports for pur- 
poses of commerce. 

Would the President of the United States consent that I should read 
such an obligation as consistent with a permission to those citizens to 
leave the Chinese ports without settling the duties, and with my full 
knowledge of their purpose, provided they could evade the vigilance of the 
Chinese officers? Is the obligation to enforce a duty consistent with an 
abetting of a party in a violation of that duty? Would any court in the 
United Stales justify a man who, having rented a pasture ground from 
his neighbor for one purpose, should knowingly suffer his own stock to 
breach the fences and depasture other closes of that neighbor without 
attempting to control them, merely because his neighbor was not 
present to make complaint of the trespass? It is a paradox to say 
that the United Stales will enforce the payment of duties to China from 
their citizens according to the tariff of the treaty, yet can innocently be 
privy to the departure of those citizens without the payment of the du- 
ties, provided tney can escape from the Chinese colleclor. That would 
be to measure the force of the agreement only by the vigllauce aud 
ability of the other party to delect attempts al \^e eva^ioxv q!1<!^^ ^^n<^- 
nant. Whatever may be the conduct ot* a goveimxveuX. m\\.^\\C^^^^^^^'^'^ 
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with other nations, there surely can be no apology for cheatrag itself 
into the belief, when in self-communion as to its real obligations, that 
so lax a reading of its contracts is either moral or honorable. 

The duty of the United States under the treaty with China is to be 
distinguished from their duty in other cases. Here the part they are to 
play must be active — ^in other cases it may be passive. In most codu- 
tries the government ^eks no aid in the execution of its revenue laws. 
The law-making power prescribes the rule, and enforces it on all per- 
sons by penal sanctions determined by the government, and through its 
own ministerial agents. Hence, in such cases, the United States are 
only called upon not to abet their citizens in a violation of such laws; 
Hot to interpose to shield them from punishment when charged with an 
infraction of the laws of such countries before the tribunals. In Chioa, 
the power to enforce her laws against citizens of the United States hat 
been granted to and assumed by the United States. Here the United States 
have expressly undertaken that the citizens of the United States will 
pay the duties due to China, that they will provide the laws to compel 
the performance of this obligation, and that they will enforce a penally 
for tne violation of the law. It cannot be consistent with such a posi- 
tion that the United States may know of the departure of their citizens 
without paying duties, in open disregard of the law of China, yet should 
liiake no enbrt whatever to prevent the violation of the law over whidi 
they are the constituted guardians appointed by the treaty. 

Easy casuists say the -United States are not required to know any- 
thing of the non-payment of the duties, unless complaint shall be made 
by the Chinese officers; that it is the duty of the Chinese revenue offi- 
cer to be present and to attend to the collection of the duties while the 
ship is lading ; and should he be absent, the United States consul need 
know nothing of the business, and should not trouble himself about the 
affair. 

I have already answered this view, but it contains one or two radical 
errors of assumption I beg to notice : 

1. It is a mistake to suppose the consul can escape the full recogm- 
tion of his duty on the plea of ignorance of the transaction. The machin- 
ery of the treaty is so constructed as to bring the knowledge home to 
him in every instance. Thus, when a vessel enters port she shall not 
discharge her cargo until the consul shall have made to the superintend- 
ent of customs " a true report of the cargo on board^^^ when the superin- 
tendent will issue his permit for landing it. 

2. When the master shall present a port clearance, signed by the 
superintendent of customs, stating that all the duties have been paidy "aJ 
not bcjorcy^ the consul may deliver the ship's register to the master, that 
she may depart on her voyage. 

3d. The consul of the United States shall make an annual return to 
the goTcmor-geiieral of the number and tonnage of vessels of the United 
Stales which, during the year, have entered or cleared his port, and ot 
the amount and value of the imports and exports on American vessels. 

When the master demands his ship's papers from the consul, and 

fails to present the port clearance stating tne payment of duties, ibat 

ofRcer cannot, accordme lo the amel letter of the treaty, give up ^ 

register f or permit the snip to depaxt. \l\v^\\"a&\\ox^'s,^^<sftd himself 
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of ihe knowledge of the amount and value "of the exports" by such 
vessel, he is now to acquire it. Possessed as he is necessarily of a 
knowledge of the amount and value of the lading, of the fact that duties 
have not been paid, of the fact that the United States have stipulated 
that citizens of the United States shall pay them according to the treaty, 
and hold in their hands the only power of enforcing such payment; 
should he deliver the register without making any reouisition of an ar- 
rangement to meet such duties, when properly called for by China, it 
is my opinion that he would render the government of the United States 
or himself equitably liable to the Chinese government for the loss, pro- 
vided the Chinese officers had not wilfully neglected their ovm duty. Were 
the rule otherwise, the surrender of jurisdiction by China of the means 
of compelling obedience to her revenue laws would be a very unjust 
and unwise provision. When I am told that the Chinese officer should 
have been present at the lading of the ship to collect his duties, I re- 
tort with the inquiry: How does the shipper derive his right to jrut a box 
of tea or a bale of merchandise on board his ship for export ^ until he has 
procured permission to that effect from the Chinese revenue officer? He has 
not such right as a shipper or master. When he desires to take a bale 
of merchandise on board, it is his duty to apply to the custom-house 
for permission, and to leave the proper memorandum — in other words, 
to pay the export duty ; and if there is no custom-house officer to grant 
such permission, and to accept the duty, it is the duty of the shipper to 
apply 10 the consul who represents his awn government for directions how he 
may proceed under such circumstances ; and every step taken in the 
absence of such consular permission is an illegal step, not within the 
legal competency of such master or shipper. It is for tne consul to look 
at the circumstances which thus obstruct the regular and usual opera- 
lions of business according to the treaty, and to determine the course 
that is called for under the existing state of affairs. That course in- 
volves his official responsibility to his own government, and to that with 
which his duties bring him into contact. It is for him^ then, to measure 
his official action, and to direct the action of the citizens of his country; 
otherwise the courses of masters and shippers would be as various as 
their caprices, and there could not justly be a responsibility for them 
upon the public officer. The anxiet}^ to get away immediately from 
Shanghai without paying duties, induced the omission of this prelimi- 
nary duty by masters and shippers, and has led them to regard the dis- 
positions which have been directed by the vice-consul cw invasions of 
their rights and privileges. 

Had such application been made to the vice-consul — ^that a shipment 
was desired, and that the Chinese collector was not present to j^erform 
his duty, or that from any other cause the regular lading on payment 
of duties according to treaty could not be proceeded with — it would 
at once have been perceivod that an arrangement to meet the duties 
Was proper under tne circumstances attending the case, for that the 
Mure ot the Chinese superintendent occurred under a vis major he could 
not control, and did not result from a wilful departure from the treaty 
engagement. 

2. The measure was then proper as a matter of sound poUci^y and of 
liberal construction of consular duty under vVie c\tc\rccvs\aiS\Q.^^% 
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I will not enter upon a repeated detail of the events at Shanghai in 
September. Suffice it lo recapitulate facts which bear upon the propo- 
sition now under consideration. 

The city had been captured without resistance by an armed band of 
Chinese adventurers, generally from Canton or the province of Fokien, 
whose occupancy of it was matter of perfect uncertainty. The &c- 
tions among these insurgents were in hostile array ag^ainst each other 
within twenty-four hours after their entry into Shanghai, and the design 
at least of a moiety of this force was no more than a resistance to Ae 
laws for the sake of plunder and pillage. This force had no conneiioa 
with any organized msurrection against the empire — met with no sym- 
pathy or assistance among the respectable Chmese at Shanghai or its 
vicinity. These insurgents did not claim the right to levy duties open 
foreign commerce; nor had they interfered with the custom-house, 
where those duties had usually been levied. Their lea4ers had not, 
by proclamation or otherwise, indicated any intent to interfere with this 
branch of the public business. I have an impression upon my mind 
that the leaders were not only incompetent to the transaction of the 
custom-house business, but had no wish to interfere therewith at the 
time in any manner. Indeed, I know that such was the purpose of 
one of the chiefs, as late as the 9th or 10th of September, and that hit 
vieics were rommunicated by himself to me, signifying a willingness thtU the 
collector (who had then escaped from Shanghai city J should resume the bun- 
ness t.t the custom-house of collecting duties on foreign commerce at the fort- 
But this had no effect in the determination of the course which was 
adopted by the consuls, and is only mentioned to prove that the innr- 
gents did not intend at the time to interfere with the transaction of business 
at the foreign custom-house of Shanghai. Their force, designs, and 
abiUty to maintain themselves were not known; and, at the time, the 
question was mooted whether they were not generally mere robbers* 
and pirates, who were intending to prey upon a helpless Chinese com- 
munity, but who had no conception of the functions of civil govern- 
ment. 

The presence of this force, and the hostility of its leaders to the su- 
perintendent of customs, prevented that officer from the discharge of 
nis official duty ; and, although he was at#large, he would have been 
assailed, had he entered the custom-house to collect duties. 

I have heretofore informed you that the first violence offered at the 
Chinese custom-house within the foreign settlement, and the lawless 
acts which made the precedents for an entry of that establishment by 
the populace, did not proceed from t/ie Chinese insurgents. I have now lo 
say that they have never interfered with that establishment from the 
first moment of the insurrection at Shanghai to this moment. It was 
despoiled by the Chinese rabble, after some of the public property bad 
been carried away by foreigners to secure private debts, and it had 
been entered to transfer property which had theretofore been seized by 
the Chinese officers to places of greater safety in the warehouses of the origi- 
nal owners. These are the circumstances under which the consuls 
were called upon to judge the line of their duty, and to exercise the 
responsibility of directing Vhe course Xo>oe ^vrcsvx^Ab^ their countrymen 
and their country's shipping ^X. SiVv«ccv^^\>^e\i^\Ek^^^ ^^v^x^ss^^^ 
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before ihem. They consulted me — both the British and American con- 
suls — and 1 advised .the regulation which required the shipper to de- 
posite an obligation to pay the amount of the duty due to Chma accord- 
ing to the treaty, as a condition precedent to the delivery of the ship's 
regist^, that the vessel might depart on her voyage. 

In giving this opinion. I was perfectly aware at the time that I should 
incur the displeasure of those who desired to embrace the readiest av- 
enues to fortune, and whose only business in China is to make money 
tliat they may retire to enjoy it ; but I chose to respond rather to my 
sense of public duty, and to direct that line of official action which 
would leave the plighted feith of my country without the danger of a 
blemish. I did not consider the sudden overthrow of Shanghai, by such a 
jforce as then held possession of it, as a justification for the public author- 
ity of the United States in permitting their ships to hurry out ofthejport 
laden unth cargoesy without making any arrangement for the future ad- 
justment of the duties, which then were payable according to the treaty, 
any more than you would consider it justifiable, were Boston in poss6s- 
«ion of a mob temporarily, for vessels to enter that port and discharge 
merchandise without payment of duties required by our tariff, even 
. though the laws of the government were in unobstructed operation over 
all Massachusetts outside of the city. 

Certainh/, I could not recognise the capture of Shanghai as sufficient 
to induce the acknowledgment of another government de facto within 
the limits of China, even could I have exercised such privilege under 
the usages of nations without the instructions of my government. I 
could not find in any other course than that pursued a fair and honest 
administration of my office, as between the citizens of the United States 
resorting to China for the purposes of commerce; for I could not en- 
force duties from them at Canton, yet dispense with the payment at 
Shanghai, and find the warrant for the distinction %n the treaty with China. 
I could not discard the treaty, and preserve my representative charac- 
ter at the court of China, or expect to justify the exceptional case pro- 
posed by reference to the circumstances before me. That those who 
were sadly disappointed in the sudden acquisition of very large profits 
should accuse me of lending my influence "to sustain a worn-out des- 
potism against a people striking for civil and religious liberty," and 
make similar absurd allegations, was a result which my experience 
taught me to expect, though my position as a minister forbade me to 
offer any discussion of the impropriety and injustice of such an assault. 
The traders at Shanghai would have diverted a million of dollars, in a 
very brief space of time, from the Chinese treasury into their own 
pockets, or those of their constituents abroad, by the proceedings 
which I was constrained to arrest; but the gain to private interests 
could only have been made at the expense of the general interest it is 
my duty to maintain and promote. 

I have* thus submitted to the consideration of the President, very 
frankly, the views which regulated my own action ; but should he dis- 
approve of my course, the obligations required from the shippers can 
te transferred to them again, as they will not be delivered to the 
Chinese superintendent until the will of the government of the United 
States shall be known as to the ultimate disposiuoiv o^ \)tv^\xv* 
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I shall not conceal the mortification I should feel, however, shooW I - 
another view than that I have taken prevail ; for I should still be ijaa- I ^ 
ble to escape the strong conviction of my own mind, that, under a 1^ 
shallow pretext, a great wrong had been mflicted upon China, andl "^ 
should deem her government quite justifiable, in view of such t remX 
in at least resuming, at every hazard, the full administration of her own 
laws within her dominions, without distinction of persons. 

It is but just to the vice-consul at Shanghai that I should observe that, 
in exercising his power on the occasion, he observed every precauti<mto 
prevent hardship to parties, and to anticipate and meet all objections to 
the rules which he was about to adopt. The option given to the gbipper 
to pay the duties in sycee, or to deposite his obligation, was extended 
to afford the privilege of meeting tne debt when sycee should be at a 
moderate rather than an enhanced rate of exchange. The extensioQ 
of. time upon the obhgation was suggested in order to grant relief 
against any pressure upon the Shanghai market for sycee when tie 
demand of payment should be made, and to aflford time to draw fiittds 
from Canton or Hong Kong. Other provisions rest, ^ in like manner, 
upon sensible and sufficient reasons, all of which I have deliberately 
examined, and, at the same time, approved, as judicious under the cir- 
cumstances. He has been violently assailed in the British provincial 
press for these regulations at nearly every clause of them, and his mo- 
tives have been impugned by#ome of our own citizens. I am sure 
that I have seen no reason to suppose the accusations have any deeper 
foundation than the personal antipathies which have resulted from com- 
mercial rivalship, and disappointed hopes of free trade in China at the 
present crisis. 

As a matter of mere policy it was best to refrain, however, frwn 
taking undue advantages offered by an occasion which will be likely 
to prove transient, and which could be improved to impress the Chi- 
nese mind, deeply, with the solemn and binding force of treaties, in the 
estimation of western Christian nations. 

I regret to say that the course of events has not lessened the pressure 
upon nie for a surrender of my views, and that there has already oc- 
curred a wide difference in the positions taken by the public authorities 
of Great Britain and the United States. The British consul at Shang- 
hai continues to take the obligations of shippers, payabk at a/uturedif 
to the Chinese superintendent of customs^ though that officer is present al 
Shanghai declaring his readiness to discharge his official duty without 
assistance. The reason given for this determination is, that the insur- 
gents continue to occupy the city of Shanghai, though all the rest of 
the country is in the possession of the imperial authority. I am im- 
pressed with the curious spectacle Great Britain is made to exhibit, as 
a trustee or guardian for the customs due to the Emperor of China, 
engaged in taking obligations payable to the imperial revenue officer^ under 
the idea that the duties are demandable by treaty^ yet interposmg, as a bar 
to paying over the trust fund, that the city of Shanghai is in the hands 
of insurgents, whose political capacity, or entity. Great Britain does 
not recognise. It is the better course, in my opinion, to withdraw the 
provisional regulations, and to leave the Chinese otticers without ob- 
struction in the performance of their duty. I maintain the treaty, and 
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express my readiness to cause the citizens of the United States to pay 
the duties to the Chinese superintendent of customs. I presume that 
my government has no desire to be placed in an attitude towards 
China which might unnecessarily jeopard the peaceful relations of 
the two countries ; and it is certain that, should the Emperor, impotent 
as he is, accept the menacing attitude of Great Britain as a justification 
for closing the port of Shanghai against British shipping, that power 
would be compelled to disavow the action of the British consul at 
Shanghai, or to undertake a second war with China. His position can 
only now be maintained by operating upon the timidity of China, and 
hostile measures would result from it were China able to assert her 
own sovereignty at Shanghai. You will not be surprised that I have 
avoided such a dilenmia, by the pursuit of a course which leaves no 
question for discussion between myself and the commissioner of foreign 
affairs, except my right, under the second article of the treaty, to avail 
myself of all the advantages for the vessels of the United States which 
are conceded to the tonnage of other nations, whether those conces- 
sions shall be voluntary grants, or submission to coercive measure. I 
have addressed his excellency Y6€ on that point, as one which de- 
mands, at my hands, immediate solution, and 1 expect to have an inter- 
view with him at Canton in a very few days in connexion with this 
question. I shall submit the result to you in my next communication. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your very obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcit, 

Secretary of State. 



[Official— No. 37.] Macao, December S, 1853- 

Sir: I wrote a note upon the arrival of intelligence from the north* 
later than that contained in my last despatch, but failed to get it into 
the last mail. 

Commodore Perry informs me that, being at Canton, he had time to- 
^liclose to the Navy Department a letter from Commander Walker, of 
the corvette Saratoga, containing a statement of the unfortunate coUi- 
^on between some British residents and the imperial troops at Shang- 
hai, on the 14th of November. The vice-consul addressed me very 
briefly in regard to it, and I will not repeat merely from the Shanghai 
Newspaper, which is scarcely reliable for anything, but especially not 
*ti such a case. 

It seems that the imperial troops attempted to intercept cannon. 
"Which they understood a British house was designing to deliver to the 
insurgents, and for this purpose entered the foreign settlement. They 
"Were met by foreigners, and were driven out of the settlement with a 
Joss of six of their number, who were shot in the conflict. The Chi- 
nese fired also, but did no material damage. There were no citizens 
^f the United States involved in the affair. Commodore Petr^ Ws. 
^ot communicated to me any details of the lepoiV. o^ C*o\ossi»sA^tv 
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Walker, and I must therefore coAfine my own statement to the reped- 
lion of the brief report of the occurrence as it is mentioned in a private 
letter from Mr. Cunningham, the vice-consul of the United States. 

This afEiir is a legitimate result from the prior conduct of foreigners 
generally at Shanghai, and of the British authorities and residents in 
particular. The Chinese, either rebels or imperialists, are unable to 
protect themselves against European arms, and a knowledge of this fact 
seems to render foreigners perfectly careless of the extent to which 
they trespass on their rights. For my stern opposition to all violations 
of neutrality, and my warning that its consequences must be, and ovgk 
to hey the generation of national hostility, I have become quite a mark 
for scribblers through the British press in China, and, I presume, of 
animadversion at home. I rely for my vindication upon the determi- 
nation of my government to sustain a pubUc servant in the firm dis- 
charge of public duty. In any other country than China, nien wooH 
be arrested and immediately executed for a great many offences which 
have been committed here with impunity, and apparently with the 
sanction of the foreign public authority. I enclose a printed slip con- 
taining a remonstrance addressed by the British consul at Shanghai lo 
his countrymen, which admits a conclusive case against them ; yet, it 
lis said, he demanded an explanation of this affair from the Chinese impe- 
rial general, and received some sort of apology for the resistance of the 
Chinese troops. It must be plain that the Chinese will entertain re 
sentment for such conduct, although at present they may be unable to 
exhibit it. This occurrence has been the apology for stxengtheiiiDg 
the British guard at Shanghai, and the foreign quarter of that city may 
already be said to be, in effect, under British rvle. A correspondeDtof 
mine, writing from that city under date of November 30, says: "The 
fact is, the authorities of Great Britain are exercising h^^re in ShaDghai 
all the rights and prerogatives of sovereignty, as bettvien themselves ad 
the Chinese. They have actually garrisoned the place on their own 
hook, refusing to regard it as a mixed and common cause of all for- 
eigners. If the crews of the Spartan and Salamander are not sufficienit 
of course a regiment of Ceylon rifles or British infantry would be put 
in requisition. What more could sovereignty do ?" 

The insidious approaches to the acquisition of power which Great 
Britain is making at Shanghai cannot yet be matter of complaint, 
though it might well become matter for explanation between the gov- 
ernments of the United States and Great Britain, since the latter has 
already apprized you that it designs to avail itself of the existing state 
of affliirs here to enlarge its commercial intercourse with China, and 
•that the benefits will inure to all western nations. The reply made to 
any application of mine to the British authorities in China for an ex- 
planation, would palpably be, that these measures are taken in self- 
defence, and because the Chinese government is unable to protect 
itself, much less to protect British residents at Shanghai, and that the 
only legitimate source for a complaint is from China, so long as the 
commerce of the United States at the port shall not be molested by 
British authority. 

As I have no desire to appear even as the vindicator of the majesty 
of the Chinese law, and as it may be well enough to see the policy of 



1 



H. Doc. 123. 823 

Great Brilain further developed, I shall not interfere so long as the 
matter keeps its present complexion. At the same time, I have placed 
before you, with perfect candor, every step, and the impression made 
by them upon my mind, referring to the judgment of the President 
the propriety of submitting to the course of events in silence, or of 
taking such steps as he may deem advisable. I shall jealously ^uard 
every right of my country in China from all encroachments; but I 
should not rashly take any step to produce a misunderstanding with 
any foreign power. 

I take the liberty to repeat, however, that this activity of the British 
naval force in all the ports of China, this assumption of a right to throw 
the aems of British protection around the entire foreign quarter of 
Shanghai, and this presence of British ships at Amoy to regulate and . 
restrain the exertion of Chinese force upon Chinese territory, con- 
trast strongly with the action of other powers, and must produce a de- 
cided effect upon the Chinese mind. The officials of this government 
already seem to consider that it is only necessary to consult the British 
authorities when any policy affecting foreign interests is to be adopted; 
but always necessary to do that. Had my requisition for a naval force 
at Amoy, and an additional ship at Shanghai, been attended to when 
made, the citizens of the United States at the former place would not 
have been left, at the capture of that city, to the protection of the 
British shipping in the event of an attack upon their property or lives, 
and the United States would be enabled to assert their share, at least, 
in the sovereignty which seems now undivided at the latter point. Had 
the event of the 14th of November resulted, as it would have resulted 
in any other country^ in an assault by the Chinese upon the foreign set- 
tlement, what protection to citizens of the United States would have 
been afforded by the crew of the " Saratoga? " Hemmed in in a narrow 
river, she would have been dependent upon the tide for her own escape, 
and the exertion of her entire crew would have been requisite to extri- 
cate the vessel from the foreign shipping by which she would have been 
surrounded. I know her gallant commander (in whose discretion, pru- 
dence, and good conduct I have great confidence) would have done all that 
he could have done under the circumstances; but the probability is that 
he could have done no more than to escape with his vessel, and with 
the livts of our people, abandoning their property. What can 7 do ? 
Afy hands are essentially tied ; and, for want of power to place the 
Requisite force w^here circumstances demand it, I am subjected to re- 
sponsibility, without means to meet it. I have the energy and the will ; 
the means are here, but 1 have no control of them, and cannot apply 
them, either by an order or a request of their iise. 

The French minister is probably now at Nankin. He was con- 
veyed from this place to the north in the French steamer *' Colberg," 
snd after remainmg some ten days at Shanghai, re-embarked on the 
30th ultimo from Shanghai. His destination was supposed by the vice- 
consul of the United States to be Nankin. 

You will perceive that the British and French commissioners ascend 
the Yangtze at pleasure, and have the steamers of their resptctive countries 
at their disposal, /was compelled, for the want of other convey a.v\c^^ 
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lo come hither in a h'ttle British steamer which plies between Shanghai 
and Hong Kong. I wished to visit Fuhchan, hut could not. 

I have heretofore recommended the employment of small steamers 
on this station, and that some regulation should be made whereby the 
Commissioner to China would have the use of a public vessel whenever, 
in his opinion, public exigencies require it. I have seen, from the news- 
papers, that some difficulty exists at home in procuring such a vessel 
as is wanted here. I take the liberty, therefore, to say that there is a 
small American steamer, the •' Confucius," at Shanghai, engaged as a 
steam-tug in towing ships from Shanghai to the sea, and rice rer«a, which 
I apprehend might be purchased and fitted up for service, for a sum 
withm $100,000. She made the voyaee from x\ew York by the way 
of the Cape of Good Hope, and proved herself a fine sea-boat in very 
bad weather. She is strong, new, swift, of very light draught, and would 
be able to carry as many guns as would be necessary on this coast 
I do not know her owners, or that she could be purchased. I understand 
that she cost about $65,000. Should you deem it advisable to give my 
suggestion further attention, information as to her dimensions, capacity, 
and cost, owners, &c., may be procured through Mr. Griswold, of New 
York, lately the United States consul at Shanghai, or probably through 
some of the officers of the United States at that port. She is of the 
class of vessels wanted here, and the purchase of such a steanoer 
would relieve a steam fiigate from the station. 

In a late despatch I suggested that I should reserve suggestions in 
regard to the law of 1 Ith August, 1848, for verbal conversation on my 
return to the United Stales. The intelligence I have received that Mr. 
Walker does not relieve me, induces me now to enter upon that subject; 
and I trust the President will submit my views lo Congress, endorsed 
by his approval, so that the amendments which are proper may be 
made at once. 

The law of 1848 confers judicial powers upon the several consuls in 
China, extending to all cases at law or in equity, in criminal as well as 
civil proceedings, under such limitations of practice as the Commis- 
sioner to China, advised by said consuls, may think proper to adopt. 
It specifically provides that the decision of the consul shall be Jiwd, 
"where the fine imposed does not exceed one hundred dollars, or the 
imprisonment does not exceed ninety days." (Sect. 9.) This, when he 
sits alone. So, in civil causes his decision, sitting alone, is final where 
the damage demanded does not exceedjive hundred dollars. 

If, in the opinion of the consul, a severer punishment than ninety 
days' confinement should be awarded, he may summon ** one or more 
citizens of the United States to sit with him on the trial, and, (unless in 
a capital case) should they agree in the judgment, their decision uill 
bejinaiy (See section 10.) 

So, if in a civil case the damages demanded exceed five hundred 
dollars, the consul may summon "mY),but not more than three, citizens 
of the United States," to sit with him. He shall decide the case; and if 
they agree to the decision, it shall be final. 

The jurisdiction of the Commissioner to China is only appellate, and 
even then only contingent u^on a disagreement between the consul and 
the citizens of his oiim selection m c«ja»^^ ol\aa.^\va^^. The consul, ac- 



H. Doc. 123. 32a 

cording to this law, is invested with power quite too great, and with 
the privilege of exercising it far beyond controU whenever he desires to 
avoid restraint. It is provided by the fifth amendment to the constitu- 
tion of the United States, which was adopted, that "no person shall 
be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime unless on 
presentment or indictment by a grand jury, except in cases arising in 
the land or naval forces, or in the mihtia when in actual service, in 
time of war or public danger." 

It is provided by article six of same amendment, that "in all crimi- 
nal prosecutions tne accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 
pubhc trial by an impartial jury," &c. 

And by article seventh, that "in suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved," &c. 

The power of a consul to arraign a party upon his own knowledge, 
to try him without a presentment, and to sentence him (without the 
power of the accused to obtain redress) to imprisonment for ninety 
days, or, by the aid of an assessor of the consul's own selection, (and 
who may be his own employ^,) to any term of imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding his natural life, is a clear violation of the constitutional right 
of the citizen, and should not exist on the statute-book. 

But where is the power, except in Congress, to control the consul ? 
The law confers the final jurisdiction upon the consul, either alone or 
when his judgment is sustained by that of one assessor o{\i\s own choos- 
ing, and the Commissioner, although apparently invested by the law 
with a supervisory power, has, in truth, but an illusory, contingent 
appellate power, which a consul may, at any moment, easily evade. 

Because of this enormous grant of legal power to the consul, (see 
section 23, law August 11, 1848,^ I have refused to permit an acting 
consul to exercise judicial power^ tnough such have claimed and have 
exercised other consular privileges arising under other laws, their acts 
resting on the responsibility of the consul who empowers them, and 
such delegation of authority having been heretofore sanctioned qt suf- 
fered by the State Department. 

I submit a paper herewith (B) containing a projet of the amendments 
[ feel at liberty now to suggest to the law of llth August, 1848, and 
I hope that the President will lend to it the force of his own approval. 

If the government has entered upon the judicious policy of separating 
the consulates from all connexion with business, by conferring the con- 
sular appointments upon persons who are to have no employment be- 
yond that of the office of consul, it will be essential that allowance 
shall be made by Congress to the consuls at Canton and Shanghai 
respectively, beyond the present salary and fees of office, in order to 
subsist those oflScers with becoming decency. I think that $3,000 per 
year to each, added to their fees, will not be unreasonable, or an ex- 
travagant compensation. I recommend, earnestly, that appropriation 
shall be made by Congress to establish a corps of interpreters, to be 
composed entirely of citizens of the United States, and to be employed 
in this legation and in the consulates of the United States in Chlua a& 
the public interests may, in the opinion of l\\e Comvcvva^\oT\et^\^'Q^^^* 
T4ree such interpreters should be employed, and ^VM ^tA ^xv.wi^ v^ 
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engage and occupy them constantly at Canton, Shanghai, and in the 
business properly incident to this legation. 

I have heretofore recommended the purchase or lease erf" ground for 
suitable prisons, with a residence for tne marshal attached thereto. I 
think it would be well (and it is entirely feasible) to establish the resi- 
dence of the whole official corps of the United States at each port upoQ 
property held in perpetual lease by the United States, or by the con- 
sul for the benefit and use of the United States. 

The interests of the United States in China are too important to allow 
them to be sacrificed to any false ideas of economy. The accommoda- 
tion of the officers of the United States will be secured by the plan I 
propose, and, in this country, that is not always to be attaineu ; the 
safely of the public archives will be assured; the offigial establishment 
will be placed on a basis to attract the respectful consideraticm of the 
Chinese. Great Britain and France have each pursued the system I 
advise for your adoption, and I think their public mterests derive large 
advantage from it. 

Your advantage will be found in drawing to your service citizens of 
the United States who cannot now enter the public employment, be- 
cause no means are provided to pay for their services. Very few years 
will deprive you of those who now fill the posts of interpreters at this 
legation and m the consulates. Who shall occupy their places? Persons 
qualified are seldom to be met even in China, and tne system I pro- 
pose, by placing a corps in your service, will anticipate every exi- 
gency, and will be of incalculable public advantage. 

The British consul has an annual salary about equal to that attached 
to the office I hold, and he is provided with a residence at Shanghai. 
He has a vice-consul, interpreter, messengers, attendants, &c. Each 
of these has a residence upon a tract of ground at Shanghai owned by 
Great Britain, and, as a consequence of this preparation, British inte^ 
ests are vigilantly watched and promoted. The interpreters are con- 
stantly employed in correspondence or in translating for their official 
superiors. A contingent fund is allowed to the minister to procure in- 
formation from the terra incog7iita of China, and theretbre the policy of 
that great power will naturally be intelligently directed through the 
future. 

Yet in the port of Shanghai, during the past year, the British tonnage 
was to that of ^the United States only as 35.610 to 41.501 — her ship- 
ping as 94 to 62. 

The salary of the British minister is about $30,000 per year, with a 
residence at Hong Kong. 

My object is now, however, not to contrast the salaries of the British 
and American ministers ; but to try and induce the government of the 
United States lo provide for the consuls at Canton and Shanghai, who- 
ever they may be, so as to enable them to maintain themselves decendy 
and above want. The allowances I recommend will do no more, and 
will not be any strong inducement to a competent person to accept tKe 
office at either place. I hope that you will believe, sir, my remarks 
are founded upon a knowledge of the subject. 

There is no necessity to alter the law in these respects as applicable 
at Amoy^ Fuhcbow-foo, or mngpo. 
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In undertaking to administer the laws of a free and enlightened gov- 
ernment in China, the government of the United States control the most 
powerful instrument of civilization, which they are responsible to use in 
the most efficacious manner. They may prove, hy example^ to the 
Chinese, the benefits a people derive from equal laws, an honest and 
fair administration of justice, the writ of habeas corpus, the trial by 
jury, the freedom from excessive punishments ; in fine, the virtues of 
all those principles which are the boasted privileges of American free- 
dom — ^yet never be guilty of the officiousness of thrusting any one of 
them upon them for acceptance or imitation. 

The pubUc trial, exammation and cross-examination of witnesses, to 
elicit truth, and fair administration of equal laws to promote tranquillity 
and to establish justice, presented at Canton and at Shanghai, in the 
actual operation of the American law, will do more to liberalize the 
Chinese mind and to cause free inquiry by those who inspect an Amer- 
ican court of justice, than hundreds of thousands of dollars spent in 
armaments to comnel intercourse which cannot be properly appreciated, 
because no benefits have ever been seen to arise from the practical 
operations of any foreign system. But the presentation must be made 
in due form, and respectably, to produce the effect. 

The Pekin gazettes contain accounts of the movements of the rebels 
to the 6lh October. From these I infer that the manoeuvres which I 
noticed in my last despatch, as consisting of such aimless blows as to 
indicate the disorganization of the northern column, were more metb-^ 
odical than I supposed, or that, very soon, the desultory movements of 
the parts were substituted by an organized movement of the division 
overland towards Pekin. By consulting the map of China you will see 
the direction of the column. The siege of Hwaiking was raised in 
August. On the 4th of September the rebels were in the vicinity of 
Ping Yang. They occupied that place, and thence moved in a direc- 
tion east by north, by Sungan and a nuniber of smaller places, towaids 
Changteh. The imperial general fell back to Kwang-pmg, which is in 
the province of Pechele. He gave up the Linming pass, and reports 
that at a small town between Changteh and Kwang-ping he routed the 
rebel force on the 6th of October, with great slaughter, taking from 
them twenty-one pieces of ordnance! For this achievement he is honorably 
mentioned ; but, the Emperor despatches a new general to the scene of 
action, trom which I infer that the general in the field already was not 
a favorite with the minister in the cabinet, and would be disgraced. In 
other words, I suspect that the reported victory was like too many 
others, which have existed only in the imagination of the officer who 
chronicles them. The rebels had evidently abandoned the idea of 
descending the Enho, and were moving by a great road which leads 
through the Linming pass into Pechele province. This movement, so 
in accordance with the original plan of the campaign, (see my despatch 
of July,) inclines me to believe that the march on Pekin vnll be at- 
tempted this fall. The Tartar general, Nah-urh-kin^-nih, having been 
degraded for the affair before Hwaiking and for falling lack to Pechele^ 
the inference may be fair that the strength of the Mongols has been 
over-estimated, or that the rebels have better Uamed awi^^x^ >icsaxv^'^^ 
supposed. I have heard a flying rumor from S\iau^^\>\i^ ^^ ^^^^ 
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of the 1st instant, that the rebels were within forty miles of Pekin, bat 
I do not credit it. Their object is to cut off Tientsin, which is a sab 
depot, and they will then communicate with Chiukiangfbo by the canal, 
before they assail Pekin, unless the Emperor shall already have retreated 
beyond the wall — ^which I do not believe. 

But, suppose Pekin to have tallen ; the revoluti9n will only have been 
initiated — not completed. The regular government is weak almost to 
absolute impotency, yet its officers are in power, from Canton to within 
a few miles of Nankin, as entirely to-day as they were a year aga 
The rebel chief at Nankin has yet to make the inauguration of his ad- 
ministration, and I have yet to meet the first respectable Chinese %eho ex- 
presses sympathy for his cause! Of course my intercourse, like that of 
all foreigners, is very limited with the people, and my opportunities of 
•forming a correct judgment are small; but the feature that impresses 
my mind so deeply is the absence of all enthtisiasm on the part of cKrg 
Chinese I have yet seen. I can readily understand how Taiping can 
destroy such a dynasty as that which rules China, but I am yet to be 
convinced of his ability, or even of his desire, to erect a better on its 
ruins. Time will prove how well founded are my apprehensions. I 
hope they may prove imaginary. 

It will serve to prove the condition of social and political disorgan- 
ization to which this country is reduced,'so that I should repeat, on the 
authority of Commander Kelly, of the United States ship Plymouth, 
who arrived here yesterday from Loo-choo islands, that when he 
touched at Am^y some days ago, he found all quiet' under the imperi- 
alists; but the taoutaeof Amoy stated that he was apprehensive that 
the " west coast boatmen," who had assisted to capture the city, would 
now rise upon the imperial authority and themselves take Amoy, so as 
to plunder, for they " are cutthroats only, and are clamorous for pay for 
their services, which I cannot give." Thus you will perceive that 
China is almost in a condition of hopeless disorganization, and that the 
officers in charge of important municipalities have no capacity for re- 
sistance to opposition to their authority, from whatever quarter it comes. 

Commander Kelly reports the sad intelligenceof the loss of Lieuten- 
ant Matthews, of the navy, and of thirteen of the seamen attached to 
the Plymouth, and of one American who had been on a whaling voy- 
age and was then temporarily on the Plymouth. They were lost near 
the Bonin islands while on an excursion to an island about six miles 
from the anchorage of the ship, and it is supposed their small boat was 
swamped in a typhoon which came on suddenly and blew with im- 
mense violence. This loss occurred in October, and is deeply to be 
regretted. Lieutenant Matthews was an amiable gentleman and a very 
meritorious officer of his grade. 

I enclose a correspondence (A) between vice-consul Cunningham and 
the taoutae of Shanghai, by which you will see that the latter consents 
that there shall be no discrimination made against the tonnage of the 
United States by requiring shippers on vessels of the United States lo 
pay duties in cash while Great Britain assumes the privilege of giving 
obligations for duties due by British shipping. This result vindicates 
the policy I pursued at Shanghai, for the shipping of my country has 
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whatever advantages others enjoy without my violating the national 
^th or taking advantage of the weakness of China. 

The Russian fleet, which has been at Nagasakie, is now at Saddle 
islands, in the mouth of the Yangtze-Kiang. The admiral is a guest of 
our vice-consul at Shanghai. The admiral brings important intelligence 
from Japan, which I submit for the consideration of the President. 

When the letter of the Russian Emperor was taken, the reply the 
admiral received was, that " the temporal Emperor of Japan departed 
this life on the 26th of August last, the court was in mourning, and 
that no business would be done until the period for mourning has 
elapsed." So I learn from several letters from Shanghai. This may 
be considered an awkward development for the " peaceful expedition '* 
of the United States; for while it may be true that the Ziogoon did die 
in August, and therefore a proper consideration for the court etiquette 
in the East upon such occasions will dictate to the United States Com- 
missioner to Japan to wait the expiration of the period for the mourn- 
ing, still it may be a ruse of oriental diplomacy, to avoid a disagreeable 
interview, and a reply, under the naval guns of the western powers, to 
m application they mean to refuse. I yet think " non-resistance and 
lon-miercourse " is the settled policy of Japan. I await an interview 
«^ith the imperial commissioner at Canton and advices from Washing- 
on. In the event of failure of the latter, I shall return in March to 
Shanghai. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary ofStdte. 



Mr. Cunningham to Mr. Marshall. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

November 29, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a correspondence with Messrs. 
Zenith, King & Co., American merchants, regarding the clearing of the 
marque Jennet if she loads at this port. Also copy of my communica- 
ion to his excellency the taoutae upon the subject, to which, as yet, I 
lave received no reply. 

I trust I have clearly comprehended and followed your wishes in the 
course thus pursued, in which I have studied to adhere strictly to the 
;realy, both as regards the rights of the Chinese government and pro- 
:ection to the interests of our countrymen. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

EDW. CUNNINGHAM. 

Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

United States Commissionerf ^v. 
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The taoutae's answer having arrived at the last moment, I beg to 
enclose a translation consenting to the proposition. 
I have the honor, &c., 

EDW. CUNNINGHAM. 



Shanghai, November 26, 1858, 

Sir : It is probable that we shall be obliged to offer the American 
barque Jennet, Captain Mix, for a British port, or that we shall find it 
for the advantage of the vessel to solicit freights from British shippers. 
Some of these shippers, we understand, express disinclination to em- 
ploy tonnage under the American flag, lest they be required to pay du- 
ties to the Chinese superintendent of customs in silver ; ajid as we 
believe this to be at variance with the design of the United States Cotn- 
missioner and yourself, whose purpose was not to place American ship- 
ping on a worse footing than British vessels, we take leave to ask you 
to be good enough to favor us with the information we need in refer- 
ence to the manner in which we shall have to settle for the Jennet 
duties. 

We understand that it will be suflBcient for shippers to give promis- I 
sory notes for the amounts due by them, and that, as consignees of the 
ship, it will be our business to place these in possession of the Chi- 
nese collector. 

It will much oblige us if you will state whether this is correct, and 
we shall be glad of any information in regard to the manner of proceed- 
ing, in making our settlement with the Chinese collector. 
We are, sir, &c., &c., &c., 

SMITH, KING & CO. 

Edvv. Cunningham, 

United States Acting Vice- Consul. 



United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

November 26, 1853. 

Gentlemen: In answer to your letter of to-day respecting the clear- 
ing of the barque Jennet, if loaded at this port, I beg to say that as the 
treaty with China provides that American vessels shall be entitled to 
the privileges granted to those under other flags, it follows that if Brit- 
ish vessels continue to pay their duties in promissory notes, the same 
should be allowed to American. 

As this is well known to be the case, I shall immediately address 
H. E., the taoutae, with regard to the Jennet, and have no doubt he 
will recognise the justice of the demand, and consent to give a grand 
chop on the clearing of the vessel, receiving payment for the duties in 
notes of hand of a similar tenor to those deposited at this consulate 
during the prevalence of the provisional regulations, and still given at 
that of the English, provided English or other vessels continue to clear 
under that system when the Jemvet is ready to depart. Should be 
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refuse, however, and decline to accept the notes tendered, I should not 
hesitate to deliver up the ship's papers after the proper notifications to 
bim. 
I remain, &c., &c., &c., 

EDWD. CUNNINGHAM, 

Vice-Consnl U. S. A. 



Edward Cunningham, &c., to the taoutae, Woo : 

The consignees of the American barque Jennet desire to hire her out 
or freights JFor England, and have, in consequence, inquired of me 
«rhether, if she loads, she can pay her duties hi notes of hand loyou, as 
English ships continue to do xbrough the English consulate. As the 
realy of the United States with China yery explicitly states tha:t the 
American flag shall have every advantage held by others, apd as a refusal 
o permit such mode of payment would only result in throwing all the 
rade both to England and America into English ships, thereby ruining 
he American trade without benefiting the imperial exchequer, I do not 
ioubt that you will consent to receive the notes as long as the practice 
is continued by the Epglish, granting the clearance chop as usual. 
Will you favor me with an early reply? 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

November 28, 1853. 



Woo, taoutae, makes this communication : 

In reply to your letter of yesterday, I beg to state that I have ex- 
imined the governmept records and find that the English consul author- 
zed English njerchants temporarily to pay their duties in notes of hand, 
-o be deposited at the consulate, that entry might be made, and the 
iuties finally collected and handed over to me, to be accounted for 
x> the governor. As Messrs. Smith, King & Co. have desured to 
>e allowed to pay their duties per Jennet by a note of hand, I here give 
tiy consent to sucb a movement, and trust only that you, the honorable 
^ice-consul, will see that said merchants do pay in their duties by their 
U)te, that I may receive the duties for account of the government, and 
>c able to give a just account of the same to the ruler of the province. 

Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

Vice- Consul U. S. A. 
November 29. 



B. 

Proposed amendments to the act of Congress ofllth August^ 1843, relating 

to China. 

The jurisdiction of the consul at each of the five ports of China shall 
"ie final in civil causes, where the amount in controvets^ do^s^xvov^^o,^^^ 
)ne hundred dollars; but where it does exceed vViax. ^xxxoxtdX^ ^^^^^ 
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party may appeal from the judgment of the consul to the Commisrioner 
of the United States, under such rules as may be prescribed by the 
Commissioner for the prosecution of appeals. In all cases at law in- 
volving more than twenty dollars, either party may demand a trial by 
jury in the consular court, but not on the trial, by appeal, before the . 
Commissioner. 

The jurisdiction of the consul shaU be Jinal in criminal cases, or in 
prosecutions for misdemeanors, when the amount of the fine assessed 
against the defendant shall not exceed fifty dollars, or the term of im- 
prisonment which the defendant may be sentenced to undergo shall not 
exceed ten days. But no fine shall oe levied or imprisonment ordered 
by the consul for an alleged misdemeanor, unless the party shall hate 
been regularly presented or indicted by a grand jury for the offence, in 
the court over which the consul presides, except the same shall be im- 
posed by the consul for a contempt committed in the presence of the 
court, or in failing to obey a summons from the same ; and in such case 
the fine shall not exceed one hundred dollars, nor shall the imprison- 
ment exceed twenty-four hours for the same contempt. 

When the amount of fine assessed exceeds fifty aoUars, or the term 
of imprisonment for misdemeanor exceeds ten days, the defendants (or 
any of them, if there be more than one) may take the case, by appeal, 
before the Commissioner of the United States, either upon errors of law 
or matters of fact, under such rules as may be prescribed by the Com- 
missioner jfor the prosecution of appeals in such cases. 

When the defendant shall be indicted by a grand Jury for a felony, 
or presented for a misdemeanor, he may waive his right to a trial by 
jury and submit his cause to the judgment of the consul, or he may 
insist upon his right to a trial by jury. In the latter case the petit jury 
shall consist of not less than four persons, who shall be citizens of the 
United States, and shall be summoned by the marshal of the United 
States for the consular district in which the trial shall occur. A grand 
jury shall not be composed of less than six citizens of the United Stales 
resident in China, if so many can be procured at the port, and they 
shall each be over twenty-one years ot age; and, if practicable to pro- 
cure such, they shall be housekeepers. 

The consul shall summon a grand jury to inquire into crimes aod 
misdemeanors at least twee in each year, and ne may summon the 
grand jury as much oftener as the public interest shall, in his opinion, 
require. 

In all cases of conviction for a felony, or other infamous crime, the 
sentence shall be suspended until the record of the proceedings shall 
have been submitted to the Commissioner of the United States. If be 
approves of the conviction he shall sentence the party according to the 
verdict of the jury, or he may commute the sentence to a deportatioD 
of the defendant to the United States. In case there shall be no prison 
at the city of Canton, or in its vicinity, within which a party convicted 
of felony may be securely^ kept, it shall be lawful for the Commissioner, 
on a representation of that fact by the consul, to commit the accused 
to the prison of the United States at any one of the other ports of China 
where one may be, or seud hvm to the prison or penitentiary house of 
the District of Columbia, tVieie Vo wcA^t^o ^^ ^\5Xkor.^^C the court. 
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The marshal of the United States at each of the ports of Canton 
and Shanghai, in China, shall receive a salary of $1,000 per annum, 
in addition to the fees allowed by the regulations of the Commissioner, 
and he shall be appointed by the Commissioner instead of the consul. 
The duties of said marshal shall be regulated as now required by law, 
but he shall give bond for the faithful performance of his oflBce before 
entering upon the duties of the same, which bond shall be in the penal 
sum of $10,000, with two sureties to be approved by the Commissioner. 
Said bond shall be lodged in the office of the Commissioner. 

It shall be the duty of the marshal to execute all process issued by 
the Commissioner of the United States in China, or by any consul of 
the United States in China, and to make due return of the same to the 
oflScer by whom the same was issued, within thirty days from the re- 
turn day specified on the face of such process. 

Capital cases for murder or insurrection against the Chinese govern- 
ment ca^es of piracy on the high seas, or for offences against tne pub- 
lic peace amounting to felony under the laws of the United States, 
committed under the flag of the United States while on the high Seas, 
may be tried originally before the Commissioner of the United States 
in China ; and it shall be competent for him to issue all manner of 
writs to prejirent the citizens of the United States from enUsting in the 
military or naval service of China to make war upon any foreign power 
with whom the United States are at peace, or in the service of one 
portion of the Chinese against any other portion of the same people ; 
and he may carry out this power by a resort to such force as may at 
the time be within his reach, belonging to the United States. 

In lieu of the secretary and interpreter, now allowed by law, to the 
legation of the United States in China, there shall be one secretary of 
legation, whose compensation shall be $2,500 per annum, so long as 
the President of the United States shall think it advisable to maintain 
th6 office, and one interpreter to each of the consulates at Canton and 
at Shanghai, as well as one to the Commissioner. These officers shall 
receive salaries as follows: the chief interpreter a salary of $4,500 per 
year, and the two assistants salaries of $2,500 each. 

They shall be under the direction of the Commissioner, and may be 
assigned to duty at either of the consulates or in the legation, as the 
public interests may require. 

Nothing herein to be construed to diminish the duties of the consuls 
in relation to seamen of the United States, as now provided by law. 

H. MARSHALL. 

Mr. Williams, Mr. Parker, Mr. Bridgeman, Mr. W. C. Hunter, Mr. 
McCartee, and Mr. Yates, are students of the Chinese language. 



[Official — No. 38.] Legation of the U. S. A., Canton, 

January 9, 1854. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit annexed letters, from No. 1 to No. 
16, inclusive, which have passed between uvyaeV? uxv^lYas ^^c.^^\nk7J 
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the Chinese imperial commissioner, myself and Commodore Perry, 
and letters also to and from the vice-consul of the United States at 
Shanghai. 

The correspondence with his excellency will prove the insane aver- 
sion the Chinese mandarins have to any increased intercourse with the 
representatives of western powers; lor the excuse of business and 
pressing engagements is no apology for a failure of his excellency lo 
meet me in person to extend to me the civilities due from onehi^ 

Eublic officer to another. As I am already accredited, howe%-er, and 
ad before my rettirn from Shanghai been in official correspondeoce 
with his excellency, when he attempted to postpone business by start- 
ing the question of etiquette, which is usual in Chinese diplomacy, I 
thought the better mode of treating the case was to indicate my indif- 
ference by dispensing with the interview altogether, and entering at 
once, by correspondence, upon the official business before us. My 
letters lo the imperial commissioner will display the exertions I have 
honestly ttiade to observe the treaty under all circumstances, and bow 
I preferred to guide his excellency to a graceful assumpsit of a position 
he will not be able to avoid being forced into by the action of others, 
rather than to appear to act in "conflict with the administration of his 
excellency. This correspondence developes my view of t|ie operation 
of the treaty. You will see from these letters how I hav^ watched 
the progress of events, and from the fulcrum given to me, by the course 
pursued by the other powers, how I have raised the unquestionable 
right to treat Shanghai as a free port. 

You will observe that his excellency committed himself to my con- 
clusion in his reply to my note of November 23d, so that he has only 
to be silent under my declarations of December 31st. My instruclioas 
to the vice-consul cover the conclusions I have formed, and exhibit my 
policy and my determination to maintain it. 

The effect of this movement will be to make a discrimination favor- 
able to American shipping, and to force the British authorities to 
an exposition of their intention not to pay the notes they are now cd- 
lecting at their consulate at Shgmghai, or to abandon the claim they 
have made to administer the Chinese customs, and to return at once 
to a fair observance of the treaty. 1 am sure I wish the British and 
French authorities may continue to hold their present counsels, and to 
refuse to acknowledge the right of the Chinese superintendent of cus- 
toms to collect duties; for that position submitted to by China de6nes | 
my right clearly, under the second article of the treaty, to treat Shang- J 
hai as a free port so long as that position shall be allowed to them. J 
I imagine that Great Britain, instead ol retracing her steps, will at I 
once advance to the same ground I hold, so as to avoid an injurious / 
discrimination against her own shipping, which the platform I now I 
occupy must make ; and thus she will add wrong to wrong, while ffiT / 
course will give me all the advantage without ever exposing me io^ 
charge of violating the treaty. There are pohtical consequences to 
flow from this step of mine which are of great moment, as I contemplate 
them. Shanghai is the natural port for the valley of the Yangt2e-KiaDf 
If it is treated as a free port while commercial restrictions are mainiainea \ 
at Canton, self-inleresl \\"A\\et>j ^ooTv\fc^d\hft Cantonese to move agaJD5t 
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5 commercial restrictions here, because the diversion of commerce 
Shanghai will tell directly upon the prosperity of this city, since no 
e will trade to a closed port when he can quite as conveniently use 
open and free port. Retributive justice will overtake Great Britain, 
», for Hong Kong will prove to be of very much diminished value 
a seat of commerce should Shanghai attain the importance which 
3 supposed state of the case would inmiediately impart to her. This 
11 prove advantageous to the United Stages especially, should the 
panese expedition meet with success; tor the Loo Choo islands and 
3 ports of Niphon are much nearer to Shanghai than to Hong Kong, 
id will lie conveniently for a trade from Shanghai to the western 
ast of the United States, while the transfer of Asiatic commerce to 
B more northern se?t will operate disadvantageously to our commer- 
il rival, whose distance will be increased while ours is diminished. 
Nor will the movement be without its value should it result in an at- 
[npt by Great Britain to use Canton as a free port as an offset to the 
;p taken at Shanghai, for whatever concession China shall make in 
at direction, I will be very prompt to use also for the advantage of 
□nerican commerce. The position I now have enables me, however, 
keep other powers to pioneer the way for new advantages, while 
eir failure to do so creates a state of case most likely to prove of more 
terest to the United States than to any European power. 
If, on the other hand, Great Britain and France recede from the po- 
ions they have taken in relation to the duties, you will observe that 
can resume payment also, without the mortification of abandoning 
ly ground heretofore occupied. I have thus exposed to you frankly 
e line of policy pursued by me, and the reasons which have controlled 
y course. 

I regret that Commodore Perry should decline to co-operate with 
e ; but you will perceive, from his letter to me, that his mind fails 
embrace the views I entertain, while his own "special mission" 
(grosses, in his opinion, all the use to which a naval force in these 
as can be appliect. Dissenting entirely from the view he takes of 
e prJicy of inaction upon my part, especially when the assertion 
' the rights of my own countrymen is in question, and regarding 
e subject now upon the tapis as one of great consequence, both as it 
fects our commerce in Chinese ports immediately, and as it is likely 
affect our future relations with China, I have preferred to act and to 
in the risk of difficulty rather than to pretermit at once the assertion 
'an important American rigl^nd my own plain duty. The Presi- 
jnt will judge the propriety of the commodore's refusal to place a 
earner at Shanghai, and to convey me thither under the circumstances, 
refrain from making any extended comment upon his conduct, be- 
luse I have heretofore complained ineffectually to the Executive, of 
le tieatment 1 had received from naval commanders on this station, 
have heretofore wriiteji to jou, that whenever there was the slightest 
clination to devolve the duties of this office upon another, I should 
illingly receive my letter of recall, but that I was unwilling to remain 
China, exposed to grave responsibilities, without the means of loco- 
lotion, which are entirely essential to the eflScient discharge of my 
Bcial function. 
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I received your despatch No. 8, under date of June 7th, 1853, as 
covering a pledge that the naval force in this vicinity should he devoui 
to the protection of the lives, property, and rights 6f American citizens 
in China, and to enable me to accomplish the end and aims indicated 
by your instructions. I could not have asked a wider latitude of dis- 
cretion and power than your letter conveyed expressly. Accepdng 
that evidence of Executive confidence, I was ready to engage every 
energy of my nature in the effort to fulfil the duties of this station in 
such manner as to justify the favor with which it appeased to be the 
pleasure of the President to treat me; but the very next mail broo^ 
me intelligence of the appointment of my successor. This, however, 
has not reached me through your department, from which I have no 
acknowledgment of any of the despatches I have written since the 
1st of April, 1863. 

Since the Washington Union announced the appointment of a new 
conamissioner to China, 1 have refrained from commencing any policy 
that I could avoid, lest leaving it in an unfinished state, I should thereby 
embarrass my successor. I have also, through the season, been so un- 
certain as to my own destination, that I have not been able either to 
take any definite steps towards establishing myself permanently at any 
place in China, or giving directions as to the movements of my family. 
All this is very disagreeable. I have, however, read your letter and 
communicated extracts from it to Commodore Perry, hoping that be 
might be induced, from a knowledge of the scope of your mstructioDS, 
to co-operate with me. My despatches heretofore, and now, will prove 
to you that his determination to assert what he deems a professional 
prerogative precludes all hope of a co-operation by him with this com- 
mission. My inabiUty, therefore, to go myself or to send a de^atch 
firom one of these ports to another, leaves the commissionership to tJhint 
by no means a desirable place to occupy. 

The refusal, repeatedly, of the naval commanders to co-operate with 
civil functionaries, places the latter, of course, in embarrassing positions, 
and operates injuriously upon the estimation foreign representatives 
form of the State Department. I should have returned to Shanghai 
to-day in a merchant steamer carrying opium up the coast, but I had 
not sufficient notice of the time of her departure to make my arrange- 
ments ; and, really, I do not think the minister of the United States 
should be quite reduced to such a degree when there are three steamer 
frigates of his country idle and at and^r in the harbor of Hong Kong. 

The French minister returned frd^ Nankin, having had an inter- 
view with the prime minister (?) of the insurgent chief. The nature of 
the incidents of that interview has not transpired, but sufiicient is 
known to render it desirable that the Commissioner of the United States 
should at least learn enough of the rebels, and of their chances of 
success, to guide him to an intelUgent judgment as to the policy of his 
own country in connexion with them. 

The rebels are yet before Tientsin, but we have no news of the faD 
of that city. The opinion is beginning to prevail, which I expressed 
to j^ou long since, that the etiquette and exclusiveness heretofore char- 
acteristic of the Cbmese court at Pekin will prevail at Nankin also, 
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and that western powers will not find much if any advantage firom a 
change of the dynasty. 

My opinion is still held, that the fall of Pekin and flight of the 
Tartar emperor will only initiate the revolution, and when China will 
again know repose or progress, depends, to a considerable degree, on 
the policy of western nations. Left to herself, I am satisfied that 
Clnna will become the theatre for the wildest excesses of social dis- 
order, and that the atrocities of the French revolution will be far ex- 
ceeded by that of the Chinese revolution. It is simply absurd to sup- 
pose that this country is impressed by the doctrines of Christianity, or 
that our religion moves this war. 

I have returned the consular archives at Amoy to Charles W. Brad- 
ley, jr., and I recommend his appointment as consul at Amoy. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of Slate. 



No.l. 
P. Parker J secretary of hgatiofij to Teif imperiai commissioner. 

Canton, November 8, 1863. 

Sir : His excellency Humphrey Marshall, Commissioner of the United 
States of America to China, having yesterday returned from Shanghai 
to Macao, the undersigned, secretary of legation, is instructed to inform, 
your excellency thereof. 

Unfortunately, on the arrival of the Commissioner in China, your 
excellency was absent from the provincial city on public business, pre- 
venting your excellencies having an opportunity of exchanging the cus- 
tomary civilities. The undersigned therefore, agreeably to his instruc- 
tions, informs your excellency of the Commissioner's return to the 
south of China, and trusts that at an early day your excellencies may 
have the long-deferred pleasure of becoming personally acquainted, 
and of exchanging those civilities which are usual between the public 
officers of two great nations under like circumstances. 

The undersigned, secretary ofi^gation, has the honor to remain, sir,, 
your excellency's very obedient rervant, 

PETER PARKER, [l. s.] 

His Excellency Yee, 

Imperial High Commissioner, (Jr., ^c, ^v. 
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No. 2. 
Mr, Marshall to the same. 

Macao, November 23, 1853. 

Sir: I arrived at Macao on the 8th of the present month, and then 
directed the secretary of legation to signify to your excellency my ar- 
rival in the vicinity of Canton. 

I am apprized of the many calls upon your time, and should not now 
trespass upon your excellency under the circumstances, but that there 
are some matters of a public nature upon which 1 desire to see your 
excellency. I request tnat your excellency will indicate a time» there- 
fore, at which we may meet at Canton. 

In the mean time 1 will call your attention to the principal subject, 
as it is of importance that your excellency should reflect upon it; and 
I shall expect a decision upon it at a very early day. 

You are no doubt aware that, upon the fall of Shanghai, the consul 
of the United States was directed by me to require the obligations from 
m^hippers in American bottoms which would secure the ultimate pay- 
ment of the duties due to China under the tariff of the treaty. 

On the return of the Chinese superintendent of customs to his official 
duties at Shanghai, I required the consul to withdraw the provisional 
rules he had established, and to leave the transaction of his official 
business to the superintendent. Accordingly, those rules ceased on the 
28th of last month, and thenceforward the American shipping has been 
required to pay duties to your custom-house officer, according to the 
ancient and usual practice. But it appears that other powers have not 
been required to pursue the same course; and the effect is, to make an 
injurious discrimmation against American shipping in Chinese ports, 
which is certainly a violation of the second article of the treaty. Al- 
ready several instances have come to my knowledge in which orders 
have been sent from Shanghai to charter vessels for freight from that 

Eort, and the order has excluded the shipping of the United States, 
ecause that is required to pay duties in sycee or coin, whereas no 
such exaction is made of the shipping of other nations, or, if made, 
their refusal to comply is submitted to by the Chinese government. 

It must be plain to your excellency that this condition of affairs de- 
mands instant solution, and that I C£uinot suffer it to continue without 
incurring the gravest responsibility. 

I shall desire to converse with yoW excellency, frankly and in the 
spirit of friendship, in regard to this affair; and shall seek to place the 
commerce of my government upon a proper footing without delay by 
the orders your excellency will take in the premises. 

I trust your excellency will feel assured that, in requesting an inter- 
view with you at as early a day as you can appoint conveniently, I 
shall feel great gratification to combine with the discharge of a public 
duty the pleasure I shall have in making your personal acquaintance. 

I remam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHBEY MARSHALL 

His Excellency Yee, Hereditary Marquis of the first grade, Minuter 
and Commissioner^ President of the BoarJ. oj Wanr^ ijc.y Sft., /^v. 
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No. 3. 
Reply of TH to P. Parker^ esq. 

Y€6, hereditary marquis of the first grade, governor-general of the 
Liing Kwdng, ex officio a president of the board of war, a vice-guardian 
of the heir-apparent, minister and commissioner of the Ta Tsing em- 
pire, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 9th ultimo, of 
the note of the honorable vice-commissioner, which I have perused 
and fully understand. 

When the Comtmissioner, Marshall, arrived last year (Chinese) in 
the south of China, I, the minister and commander-in-chief of the troops 
for exterminating the rebels, had previously left the province and was 
unable to have an interview with him ; and now, in consequence of be- 
ing under the necessity of sending forth troops in all directions, still 
more am I without a moment's leisure. Waiting until the affairs of 
the army are somewhat abated, then, as behooves me, I will again ar- 
range for a mutual interview. 

As respects the honorable vice-commissioner, I have already had an 
interview with him as early as the 10th of the 9th month of the 28th 
year of Taoukwang, (17th October, 1848.) 

As requisite I make this reply, and avail myself of the occasion to 
present my compliments, ana to express the hope that recently ]\\s 
blessings have been increasingly abundant. 

To Peter Parker, 

Charge d^ Affaires ad interim of the U. S. A. to China. 

HiENFUNG, 2d year, 11th month, Sth day, {Sth December, 1853.) 

A faithful translation. 

PETER PARKER. 

Note by P. Parker. — My note to his excellency of the 8th ultimo 
I addressed as sccretanf of legation, but in the reply my address at a 
former date has been adopted ; probably a clerical error. 



No. 4- 
Reply of fee to Mr. Marshall. 

Y€6, hereditary marquis of the first grade, governor-general of the 
Liang Kwang, ex officio a president of the board of war, a vice-guardian 
of the heir-apparent, minister and commissioner of the Ta Tsing empire, 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 29th ultimo, of the 
honorable Commissioner's despatch of the 23d ultimo, which he has 
perused and fully understands. 

I have examined the second article of the treaty, and find therein 
contained that "citizens of the United States resorting to China for the 
purposes of commerce will pay the duties of import and export pre- 
scribed in the tariff, which is fixed by and made part of this treaty* 
They shall in no case be subject to other and Yug\\et duxXa^ xJci'^sl ^\^ ^^^ 
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shall be required of the people of apy other nation," &c.; and, immate- 
rial at which of the ports, it is manifestly right to manage in conformity 
to this established regulation. 

Now, as to the statement in the despatch, that, for the vessels of 
other powers not to pay duties at the custom-house, is to make an inju- 
rious discrimination against American shipping; and agairi, the state- 
ment that American ships being required to pay duties before they can 
leave port, and no such exactions being made ol the shipping of other 
nations, is not placing all on the same footing. At Canton no such thing 
exists, and it seems these expressions must refer to Shanghai ; and as 
behooves me, I will wriie to have investigations made at Kiangnan, 
when I shall be able to understand the subject from beginning to end. 

The honorable Commissioner having come to the south of China at 
this time, I, the minister, am also most urgently desirous of a mutual 
interview with him ; and nothing but the circumstance of my being so 
excessively occupied with the ajfeirs of the army, that I have not a 
moment's leisure, prevents. Permit me, therefore, to wait for a little 
leisure, when I will again hold deliberations and determine a time 
which will answer. 

As requisite, I make this reply, and avail myself of the opportunity 
to present my compliments, ana to express the hope that or late his 
blessings have been increasingly abundant. 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner of the United States^ 4^., to the Ta Tsing empire. 

HiENFUNG, Sdyear^ Uth month, 8th day, (8/A Decemherj 1863 ) 

A faithful translation. 

PETER PARKER. 



No. 5. 
Mr. Marshall to Yte. 

Macao, December 11, 1853. 

The undersigned. Commissioner of the United Stales of America, 
received, last evening, from his excellency Y^^, minister and commis- 
sioner of the Ta Tsing empire, a communication, dated on the 8th instant, 
in reply to a note from the undersigned, dated on the 23d ultimo. 

His excellency correctly quotes the second article of the treaty, and 
draws, therefore, the proper conclusion. He is also correct in the infer- 
ence that the injurious discrimination against the tonnage of the United 
States, of which the undersigned has taken notice, has been made at 
tlie port of Shanghai. 

The proposition of his excellency to write to Kiangnan before a 
remedy is applied to this inconvenience and injury the undersigned 
cannot accede to. It will be his own duty to act immediately upon the 
case, and it will be perfornced independently of his excellency should 
he adhere to the idea of waiting for the result of a correspondence with 
KiangndiJX* His excellency does not require to be reminded that the 
righia of American citoena Wve V>e^xv \^VL vcl suspense in Fokieu 
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nearly three years awaiting a correspondence with that province, and 
it is not so distant as Kiangnan. 

As his excellency professes to have incomplete information of the 
prc^ess of events at Shanghai out of which the subject now brought 
m correspondence has originated, the undersigned will state exactly 
the manner in which events have occurred so as to injure the interests 
of the United States in the particular suggested. Upon this statement 
the undersigned will expect to understand from his excellency, without 
unusual delay, what remedy he can apply to rectify the wrong to which 
the interests of the United States are subjected in violation of the second 
article of the treaty. 

When the insurgents at Shanghai expelled the imperial authorities 
from the port on the 7th of September, there was no obstacle to the 
departure of the ships of all nations, with cargoes and without the pay- 
ment of duties, but the authority of the public representatives of those 
nations. Determined to afford evidence of the disposition of the United 
States to perform their treaty obligations with exact fidelity, the under- 
signed rcijuired the citizens of the United States to refrain from all 
advantages which the embarrassment of the Chinese administration 
presented to them the opportunity to take. He even imposed as the con- 
dition upon which the vessels of the United States could depart from the 
port, regulations for shippers to deposite at the consulate of the United 
States ooligations, payable to the demand of the Chinese superintendent 
of customs, for the amount of duties due according to the tariff" of the 
treaty. This arrangement was intended to answer a temporary purpose 
only. It was an act of national comity to afford his excellency, or the 
ruler of the province, a reasonable opportunity to reinstate the imperial 
authority and to recover from a blow which to every one was sudden 
and unexpected, and dealt by a force whose power and ultimate designs 
no one comprehended. The minister and commissioner for foreign 
affidrs will remember that the undersigned notified him at an early day 
of the requirement of 'indemnity agamst losses on the part of citizens 
of the United States resident at Shanghai, and peaceably attending to 
their own affairs, which the government of the United States would 
certainly make from that of China in the event of injuries resulting 
from the progress of the insurrection at Shanghai. Yet at that moment 
the undersigned was in good faith exerting his utmost power not only 
to avoid such losses to the citizens ot the United States, but to prevent 
losses to China through any default of duties payable on the shipping 
of the United States. 

To this notification it pleased the minister to reply that " the protec- 
tion of that port (Shanghai) was not unthought of, nor by chance un- 
cared for, which the Commissioner should clearly comprehend." 

After an absence of some days, the superintendent of customs gave 
notice to the foreign consuls at that port that "the collection of customs 
would proceed as usual," though it was perfectly evident that it could 
not proceed "as usual," because the custom-house was in ruins and 
access to it was not had by the superintendent. The undersigned, 
however, instructed the vice-consul of the United States to recognise 
the right of the superintendent to proceed wilhlVve c»>\^e\vwvciS. >^^ 
customs as usual, at such place in the perl as \ve mv^X ^^i\^^^Ss3t 
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the transaction of official business, and to withdraw the provisional reg* 
ulations which had been made to meet the sudden exigencies of the 
time ; and to signify, moreover, to the superintendent,* that it was the desire 
of the authorities of the United States to afford every proper facility 
for the transaction of business, in the difficult circumstances that sur- 
rounded him. 

The provisional regulations established by the vice-consul of the 
United States accordingly ceased on the 28th of October, and on that 
day the superintendent notified the vice-consul that the place he had 
selected for the collection of duties was on a boat in the middle of the 
river y below the anchorage for Joreign shipping at Shanghai. 

The insurgents of the 7th of September still maintained themselves 
in the city of Shanghai, and this floating custom-house was an apparent 
admission of inability by the imperial officers to recapture the city ; but 
the undersigned, from a sincere wish to do everything in his power to 
re-establish business upon a regular and regulated basis, required the 
citizens of the United Slates to interpose no objection to the boats as a 
place of collection, and to resume the payment of duties according to 
the terms of the treaty and the former practice. The only reservation 
made was in favor of such vessels as had partially laden under the 
vice-consul's provisionalregulations, which were authorized to complete 
their lading upon the same terms. 

Thus, the undersigned had lent his aid not only to prevent loss to 
China at a period of sudden embarrassment, and had evinced his dis- 
position to perform punctiliously the obligations of the treaty in the 
spirit of perfect justice and good faith, when China had no means of 
securing those duties for herself, (as the treaty presumes she always 
will have,) but he had withdrawn every obstacle to the administration 
of the customs at the earliest intimation of the return of the Chinese 
officer to his official duty, and had agreed to submit to a great incon- 
venience and a questionable place for the transaction of business, in 
order to extend every accommodation. * 

The United States had, under these circumstances, a right to expect 
that every privilege accorded to the shipping of other nations would 
at once be yielded to theirs; but the undersigned has been officially 
addressed by the agents of several vessels of the United Sates with a 
statement that while their vessels were required to execute obligations 
for the payment of duties on clearing the port of Shanghai, the Austrian 
barque "Robert" was permitted to enter that port on or about the 4th 
of October, to discharge her inward cargo and to take an outward cargo, 
and to depart on the 29th of October without challenge or interruption of 
any kind, and without the payment of duties or any arrangement 
therefor. The American ships "Hussar," "Living Age," and "Fleet- 
wood" are brought to notice as having cleared about the same time— 
the first on the same day; and they were all required to pay their duties, 
the obligations for which are yet under the control of the undersigned in 
the consulate of the United States at Shanghai. This case has been 
brought by the vice-consul to the notice of the Chinese superintendent 
of customs, and the facts are admitted by him in a written communi- 
cation, now before the undersigucd. Will his excellency carry oullh« 
^stipulations of the second aruc\e ot xJaa xxe^x.'^ Xs^ \€^^^^\ci^tlie obliga- 
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tions of ihe vessels of the United States (for duties) which cleared 
abput the same time as the "Robert," and thereafter? 

Austria has no treaty with China. She is not represented by any 
consular authority in Chinese ports, and China is not represented at the 
court of Vienna ; yet the flag of Austria is preferred to all others. The 
vessel of that power has come, has transacted business for nearly a 
month in the port of Shanghai, with her colors flying, and has departed 
upon terras far more favorable than the vessels of any country bound 
by treaty with China. The undersigned would rejoice to under- 
stand that, by this act, the government of China means to burst at one 
exertion the unwise shackles which fetter commerce, and, foremost 
among nations, as she is oldest among them, intends to invite the other 
powers to the hberal and enlightened practice of a free trade. It would 
mark the era of returning peace and prosperity to China, at which no 
government would feel a more lively gratification than that of the 
United States. The undersigned contents himself for the present with 
placing the facts of the above qase plainly before the honorable minis- 
ter for his consideration, and hopes to hear at an early day what solu- 
tion for it his excellency proposes. 

The undersigned now calls the attention of his excellency to the fact 
that the United States alcyne indicated a willingness to resume the pay- 
ment of duties upon the usual terms at Shanghai. The consul of Great 
Britain declined expressly to recognise the right of the Chinese super- 
intendent of customs to collect the duties, for reasons which were stated 
at length in a correspondence between those officers in October, and 
which correspondence was probably placed, as was required, before 
his excellency the minister. That position the public authorities of 
Great Britain yet maintain. The only duties paid, therefore, by British 
shipping at the port of Shanghai, are obhgations which are taken at the 
British consulate, and which on their face contain the condition that 
their ultimate redemption shall depend upon the decision of the Chinese 
government. 

The French consul at Shanghai, in a letter addressed to the taoutae, 
declares his purpose to permit French ships to depart without the pay- 
ment of duties, until the imperial authority shall be firmly re-established 
at Shanghai, and a custom-house for the business of collecting duties 
and transacting affairs with foreign nations shall have been regularly 
re-occupied in that port. 

Other consuls, whose powers are derived from governments having 
no commercial conventions with China, have likewise failed to recog- 
nise re-establishment of the imperial custom-house at Shanghai. 

The undersigned has now reliable information that the floating cus- 
tonas establishment notified to the vice-consul of the United States, on 
the 28th of October, has for some time been withdrawn, so that the place 
of collection is again a matter of uncertainty. 

His excellency may be assured that he* is now in possession of the 
true state of the case as it existed on the 1st December at Shanghai. It 
is upon this state of the case the undersigned is compelled to act without 
delay. 

Freights will not be given to ships from which a payment Q|j[ duties 
in money or sycee is required, when other ships can be employed in 
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Chinese ports upon which such a requisition is not made. When French 
shipping may leave Shanghai without paying duties, because of the di«» 
turbances existing there, and British shipping departs on the deposite 
of obligations for the amount of duties the shippers declare — ^tbe Tederai^ 
tion of which obligations depends on a condition over which theCm* 
nese government has no control — ^his excellency must perceive that a 
continued requisition lor duties on vessels of the United States can only 
have the eflfect to drive the latter from Chinese waters, and, by such 
injurious discrimination against the tonnage of the United States, to 
transfer the carrying trade from China to the rest of the work! into 
hands whose unaided energies might not have been able to secure ki, 
and from which it has been lately rapidly passing away. It will be to 
repay the good faith and the sincere desire of the United States to per- 
form the stipulations of their treaty under all circumstances, with an 
injury which will not benefit China in the least degree. That such aa 
enect must be the immediate consequence of the discrimination whicfa 
the several positions herein before stated make between the United 
States and other powers, is proved by the withdrawal of freights 
already from American shipping. Orders to charter ships for fi^giit, 
from Shanghai to other ports of the world, already may be found in Can- 
ton and Hong Kong, which exclude the vessels of the United Stales 
fi-om the list of ships to be employed. The loss thus arising to the 
citizens of the United States, whose capital has been invested in Amer- 
ican bottoms, to perform the office ot carriers by water, and in the 
equipment of these with officers, crews, tackle, and furniture, isadaSj 
loss, involving, in the aggregate, immense sums of money. 

While the undersigned intends to perform the obli^tions of the treaty 
between the United States and China with an unflinching exactness 
that will not shrink from any necessary sacrifice in order to meet a 
pledge of national faith, he does not find a sound policy consulted, or a 
discreet exercise of his representative function displayed, by perseverance 
in a line of action that only involves injuriously the interests of his own 
countrymen, without assisting those of China in the least. Moreover, 
as his excellency has properly observed, the regulations established by 
the second article of the treaty declare that " no other or higher duty 
than shall be required of other nations" shall be imposed on citizens of 
the United Stales resorting to China for the purposes of commerce. It 
results therefrom that the acquiescence of the Cninese authorities in the 
clearance of ships of any nation from the ports without duties, gives the 
right to the vessels of the United States to clear on the same terms, « 
a treaty right, not a gratuity. 

An efficacious remedy for the injuries to American commerce sus- 
tained at Shanghai rests in the power of the undersigned by the mere 
reversal of his own orders to the vice-consul at Shanghai, and the ex- 
ercise of the same privilege of clearing without the payment of duties^ 
which has been acquiesced in by the public authorities of China at 
Amoy during the late occupancy of that city by the insurgents; and ii 
now acquiesced in by the same authority when assumed by the coDsal 
of France, absolutely, and by the consul of Great Britain under a ccp 
tain m^ification. The exercise of this right by the undersigned cannot 
restore the great loss wYAcVi \!te mXeie^v^ ol ^^ \i\>\\ftd States have 
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r sustained by the delay in obtaining a satisfactory solution of 
iculty that arose at Shanghai; but the undersicned would have 
ellency to believe that he has suffered such delay from the hope 
8 -excellency would, on a full knowledge of the facts, (which ne 
?d to submit at a personal interview,) prefer to rectify the wrong 
own act, rather than to leave the solution to the undersigned, 
adersigned ^s aware that the power of the United States of 
'A is equal to the successful maintenance of any proposition it 
jcome them to assert; but that capacity for the great exertion of 
las added to his solicitude to avoid any act which could be con- 
as a willingness to seize an advantage from the embarrass- 
rf China. He repudiates the idea that any other powers have 
ipon so unworthy a motive, for he has seen the views upon which 
:tion is based. He had the misfortune to take another view ; but 
r his own was correct or erroneous, the present status of those 
, and the acquiescence in the correctness or admissibility thereof 
na, from whatever motive, brings the undersigned, under the 
and in accordance with the second article, to the necessity ot 
ling an equal privilege. The United States of America would 
deeply any misunderstanding with the government of China; 
;upying a coast facing that of the Ta Tsing empire, and travers- 
3ut the same extent of latitude, with onfy a sea intervening, 
already whitens with the sails of their commerce, and is soon to 
5 musical with the plash of their steam-paddles, they look to the 
intercourse with China, upon a basis which shall mingle their 
as do the leaves of the forest, as a result already marked out in 
ipter of destiny which, as no human energy can control, it is the 

a wise statesmanship to fix at once upon the foundations of 
md justice. 

nated by the spirit which pervades the United States, the under- 
has not chosen to take exception to the plea of pre-occupation 
time in affairs of internal administration, which his excellency, 
lister, presents as the excuse for the omission to meet the un- 
led as is usual at the threshold of official intercourse, for the 
igned is aware of the multiplied calls upon the attention of his 
ncy. The undersigned willingly dispenses with the interview pro- 
[and which he suggested because he was informed that it would 
h convenient and agreeable at this time to his excellency,) and 
; resorts to the labor of correspondence, to which no plea of pre- 
ition can form a reply. The undersigned ventures to suggest 
le dispensation of all duties at Shanghai, by the free act of his 
incy, until the imperial authority shall be re-established at that 
nd the custom-house officers shall be reinstated regulaurly, will 

the undersigned from all embarrassment, while it will only as- 
luntarily what is practically assumed by other powers — that so 
5 an adversary power maintains a port against the authority of 
nperor, duties on commerce shall not be levied at said port. It 
e suggested to the mind of his excellency, as it has been by the 
3 at Shanghai, that the vice-consul of the United States shall 
J the example of the British consul, by continuing to take obl\^- 
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tions tor duties due by vessek of his country to be accounted for here- 
after. 

To make the cases exactly parallel, the redemption of said obliga- 
tions should alike depend on the decision of the same tribuoaL Sbodil 
the government of China agree that the payment of obligatjoDS for 
duties, whether given by citizens of the United States or by subjects of 
Great Britain, shall depend on the will and deternunation of the For- 
eign Office at London, then, though equality at least will be established 
by admitting all to the same privilege, the undersigned would rqgret to 
witness, as be certainly will not propose, such a concession by his ei- 
cellency. Nor, if made, would it meet the basis of action assumed 
by the French consul, which is that of a freedom from all obligaiioD 
pending the successful assertion of an adversary power in the port of 
(Shanghai. 

The United States cannot become a surety for the solvency of ship- 
pers upon private vessels. To avoid this responsibihty the system of 
cash duties on imports at the time of landing, and on exports at tbe 
time of lading, was introduced into the treaty ; and should a credit 
system be entered upon, it must be done under the express understand- 
ing that in no event will the government of the United States be re- 
sponsible for losses arising from insolvency or otherwise. 

Should his excellency incline that obligations shall be deposited at 
the consulate of the United States at Shanghai, as they are now de- 
posited at the British consulate, the convention must exist alone between 
the shipper and the superintendent of customs. The consul of the 
United States will not find any requirement to become a fund-holder of 
the parties. The undersigned does not intend to interfere with tbe 
administration of the customs, or to assume any obligation for his gof- 
ernment, under existing circumstances, which can be construed as a 
voluntary departure from the principles established by the treaty. 

His former action was based, he repeats, upon the requirements of a 
sudden emergency, and was designed as an act of national comity to 
be only temporary. 

No obligation would exist if the authority of China cannot be asserted 
and maintained. To re-enter upon that system would be to dire<:t tbe 
administration of Chinese customs indefinitely; and it would amount to 
the assumption of government, for it would proceed upon the admitted 
inability of the Chinese officer to maintain his authority after a delib«^ 
ately prepared effort. It is for his excellency to solve the difficulty by : 
an agreement to dispense with the duties at Shanghai temporarily, or 
to remove, by some other measure, the inequality which operates so . ^ 
injuriously to American commerce at Shanghai, and which, by suci i 
a result, creates a right, under the treaty, to the vessels of the United ■ 
States to clear upon the same terms as have been assumed by olhert j 
mid conceded. The undersigned has now submitted this affair to to < - 
excellency the minister in the spirit of candor and friendship, and witk ^ ^ 
a sincere desire to claim nothing to which the commerce of the UnitftJ ! i^ 
States is not most eauitably entitled. The undersigned suggests to bis 
excellency that, as the mail will depart for Shanghai in the course of* 
few days, he will be obliged for a reply at his excellency's earliest con- 
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Aience, for he most communicate with his own subordinate officers 

r their guidance in future. 

The undersigned renews to his excellency assurances of his distin- 

lidied consideration. 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

His Excellency Ybb, Hereditary MarguU of the fir$t grade^ Minuter 
and Commissioner for the Empire^ Govemot-general of the Liang* 
Kwdngj ex officio President of the Board of War^ Sfe. 



No. 6. 
Mr. Marshall to Fee. 

Canton, December 26, 1853. 

Sir: I think it proper to advise you that I have received letters from 
hanghai to the 17th of the present month, and that nothing has oc- 
iirred there to change the state of the case presented by my note to 
oa under date of the 11th instant. 

This condition of affairs, and my disagreeable situation here, render 
: very desirable that I should hear fiom your excellency as soon as 
practicable. I wish to communicate with the vice-consul of the United 
States at Shanghai by the steamer of the 29th, and I hope your excel- 
3ncy will find it practicable to adopt a course by that date which will 
elieve the subject of further embarrassment. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, [l. s.] 
His Excellency Ybe, 

Minister and Commissioner, ^t.j ^v., SfC, 



Reply of Yc6 to Mr. Marshall. 

Y^6, hereditary marquis of the first grade, governor-general, &c., 
^ the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 22d instant, of the 
^^iorable Commissioner's despatch of the 11th instant, which he has 
^sed and fully understands. 

I have examined and found that, on a former occasion, I received a 
^^^munication from Woo, taoutae of Shanghai, stating ** that after the 
^5 of that city the duties on all imports and exports, commencing on 
^ €th of September, the consuls of^the different nations would, for the 
^e being, receive and hold for him; and that said consuls of the dif- 
"^nt nations would make to him a montlily report of the amount 
^^eof, and he, the taoutae, would take the original returns of the 
^^Is and monthly duly report the same to me; and the consuls of 
^ dyferent nations had met together and promised to accede to this 
^ngement." 

"l^his enactment, which the taoutae communicated, was made witK 
- view to place all natioDS on the same footmg. Ka Xo \iaa ^ofsa^xxx^ 
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cuslom-house, which your despatch stales to have been established (i f, 
the 28th of Octtiber, as yet I have not seen any communication fcte ^' 
the taoutae respecting it. And again, the statement that tbe Austria 
barque Robert early m October entered that port, and upon the 294 d 
October cleared without paying any duties: this (the non-paymai 
of duties) is fundamentally wrong, and I, the minister, as behoovesiacj 
will write and direct the taoutae at Shanghai to institute means fit 
prosecuting and recovering them. 

The honorable Commissioner's injunctions to all the merchants of Iffi 
countnr to continue to pay all the duties conformably to the treaty, ami 
unitedly to preserve faith and justice, I , the minister, regard as truly e^ 
mable and praiseworthy. Under all circumstances there were originallj 
Ciftablished regulations ; and now, although, in consequence of the rebck 
having unexpectedly taken possession of Shanghai, the times are some- 
what different from what they were formerly, absolutely it will be (& 
ficult to change the old rules respecting the duties. I, the minister, tf 
behooves me, will instantly address the taoutae of Shanghai, and 4* 
rect him, in sincerity and truth, by on^ law, to make iovestigaAms 
and manage properly, and not in the slightest degree to have any iiR* 
gularity, and thus it will be practicable to remove the evil of unj^ 
discriminations. 

The despatch of the 26th instant I have also perused and fully dd* 
derstand. As requisite, 1 make this reply, &c., &c. 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

Commissioner of the United States of America^ ^., S^c. 

HiBNFUNG, 3(Z year^ 11th months 2Qth day, {2Sth December, 1853.) 

A faithful translation. PETER PARKER 
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No. 8. 



Mr. Marshall to Yee, ^c. 

, Canton, December 31, 1853. 

Sir: The undersigned. Commissioner of the United States of Afflff' 
ica, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 28th instant, rfj 
despatch from your excellency in reply to notes from the undersigDed 
dated on the 11th and 26th of the present month. 

Your excellency gives an assurance that directions shall be sent^ 
stantly to the taoutae of Shanghai "to manage properly and not in* 
slightest degree to have any irregularity." Immediate obedience to t& 
instruction will remove f)r the future the unjust discrimination agaiuj 
tbe tonnage of the United States. It is comprehended in this assuran(** 
your excellency that there shall be an immediate return to the foiti^ 
practice under the treaty. It only remains, therefore, to observe that,if «* 
Chinese government shall require and enforce the prompt payment of o^* 
ties at Shanghai from all uatlous^ the authority of the United States* 
America will always Y)e leaffiV^ e^^wed. vo c,o\K^>5afc ^giY^ent, if i*" 
cessary, from citizens of lYie VjmveA. SAa\.e%^ ^c«.^^\w%\si><isNfc Vssss.'^ 
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3 treaty. If, on the other hand, the flag of another power 
ter enter and depart from the port of Shanghai, either with- 
^ment of dutie3 or upon a regulation which dispenses with 
lyment and substitutes therefor a promissory note, the pay- 
3of is made to depend upon the wJl and is referrible to the 
another power than China, this regulation will be accepted 
ed States of America as suflicient evidence of the intention 
reign of China to accord to the foreign power in whose favor 
jsion shall appear entire freedom of commerce at the port 
i, should such power think proper to claim it. In the exer- 
right secured to citizens of the United States by the second 
e treaty, the consul of the United States of America, in that 
be at liberty to deliver the registers of vessels of the United 
out the production of the port clearance, and citizens of the 
tes will not be required to pay duties on imports or exports 
so long as the practice aforesaid shall prevail. 
:ed States of America demand no privileges greater than 
ded to the most favored nation; they will not be contented 
If the Chinese public authority waives the administration 
)ms by collecting notes in the consulate of a foreign power 
lyment of which this government has no control, it is the 
ibstance as a grant to such power of free trade to the port, 
should prove desirable. 

)n of the consul of the United States at Shanghai will hence- 
determined by that of the Chinese authorities in executing 
lirections of your excellency. 

irsigned will not discuss the quotation your excellency fur- 
a despatch of the taoutaie of Shanghai, 
ive for the enactment of the provisional rules of the 9th of 
has already been explained. No Chinese officer of any 
^ipated, to any extent whatever, in the deliberations which 
the pubhcation of these rules. The proclamation of the 
Lt he would after the 10th of October "collecf the duties as 
communication (of somewhat later date) from your excel- 
X undersigned, and the presence of a force before Shanghai 
1 numbers ajid power to reassert the imperial authority as 
efl^ort of lawlessness, induced the undersigned to direct the 
of those regulations, so far as the vice-consul of the United 
concerned. It is not requisite to discuss the subsequent 
of other foreign powers, whereby a basis of administration 
ms has been established, which renders cash payments and 
ice of the former regulations inexpedient. If the assurance 
ellency that all irregularities shall be immediately correct- 
id out, the unjust discrimination against the tonnage of the 
es of America will cease; if it is not, the conclusion is here- 
ted. 

jul of the United States at Shanghai will afford every proper 
:he Chinese superintendent of customs for the speedy and 
despatch of business, and in all transactions will be guided 
sense of justice; but he will not undertake to participate in 
stration of the customs or any other biancYi ol \!fta vsi^r^ 
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government, nor can he assume obligations which may embanistiwi 
impede the due discharge of the trust with which he is clothed by the 
government of the United States of America. The undersigned refei 
your excellency to his last communication to assure you that it will be 
impossible for the consul of the United States to become the depoij 
collector of the Chinese revenue, or for the United States (rf Amah 
to become in any degree bound for the same. 

The undersigned has received, with a proper understanding of iL< 
signification, the statement of your excellency in relation to the im 
due by the Austrian barque "Robert." It will be fair to await the re- 
sult of the efforts to collect these duties, before proceeding upon obiigs- 
tions for duties due by vessels of the United States clearing since tie 
4th of October. That decision will be satisfactory, and seems just. 

The undersigned renews to your excellency assurances of his bigl 
consideration. 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, [l.8.] 

His Excellency Yee, Hereditary MarquU of thejirst graJcy MmKf 
and Commissioner, ^c, ^., ^. 



No. 9. 
Mr. Marshall to Commodore Perry. 

[Confidential.] Canton, December 26, 1853, 

Monday morning, 6 a. m. 

My Dear Sir : Thus far his excellency, the imperial comraisgonffi 
has given no sign of a consciousness that I am in Canton, althw^ 
this daj will complete one week since he heard the guns of ^ 
Mississippi salute me at Whampoa. On the day of my arriTal,or 
the day after, K Wednesday, the 2Jst,) the letter which I addressed to 
him on the 11th of December from Macao, reached him. I shall write 
him again this morning, specifying the 28th as the last day for wbki 
I shall await a reply; and in default ofiis coming, I shall have a lettfl 
of instructions prepared inmiediately to the vice-consul of the United 
States at Shanghai, authorizing him to suspend altogether the pay- 
ment of duties to the Chinese imperial government at the port of 
Shanghai, which letter I design to despatch per the steamer of tic 
29th instant, unless you can let me have a government steamer. It 
will be, in my opinion, very essential that our naval force shall be in- 
creased at Shanghai when this order takes effect; for the Chinese im- 
perial government has a considerable fleet in the river in front d 
Shanghai, and a large army on the shore, and in the desperation to 
which such an order may reduce the imperial officers at Shanghai, I 
cannot foretell the kind of remedy they may attempt to apply to tie 
case, but most probably it will be one of force. 

It is my purpose to adhere to the position I have taken at evay 
hazard, as it is but the cxpontioii oj a treai-vj tx^Kx. A.t the same time, I 
do not conceal from myself, oxfeoxii'joxi, m^iY®aSM2aiS3X^>i^\^^ 
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im the first to assume the position in direct correspondence with 
ef officer of the empire in the management of foreign affairs. He 
nder the circumstances, seek to close the ports of China to 
:an commerce, and I shall thus be forced to insist upon the right 
country to trade according to the treaty^ and I shall require your 
emporarily, to preserve that right at this port probably, as well 
>hanghai. 

>ose to you these facts plainly, in order to invite your cordial 
•ation to sustain me in the sequel should difficulty arise from 
tinct assertion of American rights in the manner I am pursuing. 
3nt to be at Shanghai in person, and I wish to go up in a 
r. I think it is important to the public interest, and I hope that 
lays on the spot will make matters easy. While I am thus at 
lai, I wish you could be here. Though no difficulty may occur 
md I see no immediate probability of it,) yet the fact that Tien- 
fiow possibly in the hands of the insurgents, and that the next 
from Shanghai may bring news of the fall of Pekin and the 
f the Emperor, increases the probability of an emeute at Canton, 
will ever occur. His excellency may also attempt some step 
s our people here, growing out of my stopping duties, which 
be possibly avoided by a knowledge that you were near with a 

my desire when I reach Shanghai (and my purpose) to go on 
kin in the Confucius. I would like to take with me a guard, 
officer or two of discretion and intelligence. I shall attempt to 
tactly the condition of the rebellion, and at least shall let my 
ss to recognise a new government, as soon as such an act shall 
per, be known to the " Christian Emperor" The British and 

ministers have each been to Nankin, and I regret to learn, 
ly letters from Shanghai last night, that an impression prevails 
-informed quarters, that those visits have not been attended with 
propitious to American interests. It is high time that the United 
should also be heard from in propria persona. I intend to dis- 
that duty also without further delay, for now the insurrection 
)gressed so far, that lean see at least the wisdom of preparing the 
meet a change. If promptness attends the desired movement, I 
e able, I hope, to relieve your force at Shanghai by the 10th or 
'January at the outside; and so much of it as shall be at Shang- 
1 then be near Loo Choo, to which place you propose to go. 
eamer which takes me up to Shanghai may possibly be required 
rn me to this place ; but I shall dispense with her services there 
\r so as not to interfere with your arrangements. If you cannot 
have the steamer, please advise me of that fact by the return mail, 
all then go up in the next steamer, and will do the best I can 
2ch force as I can gather at Shanghai to attend me. I must 
3 the duty before me some how or other; but I prefer your 
co-operation, and earnestly hope to have it. If you can let me 
le steamer, you know I have little time to spare, and I shall be 
to embark for Shanghai by the 1st. It might be well for you to 
have a distinct order detailing the officers and g^uard vrho ^^ ^ 
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accompany me to Nankin. It will rest with you. Please t^ let me 
hear from you. No person knows of my designs but yourself. 
I am yours, &c., &C.9 

H. MARSHALL. 
Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Commander-in-chief V» S. Naval Forces 9 China and Japan seas^ tfc.% ifi^ 



No. 10. 
Commodore Perry to Mr. Marshall. 

U. S. Steam-frigate Susquehanna, Hong Kong, 

December 29, 1853. 

Sir : I was not a little surprised at the perusal of your letter marked 
'^ confidential," and bearing date the 26th instant. Learning from 
Commander Lee that you had taken and furnished a house at Canton 
only a week since, I wsis fully impressed with the belief that you bad 
determined on continuing your residence at that place for some length 
of time, and that every step had been taken by me to meet the exigen- 
cies of the present and anticipated state of things, with reference lo 
the protection of the life and property of American citizens resident in 
China, so far as it could be done consistently with the special missioa 
upon which I am again about to depart. 

Whatever may have been my opinion as to the course of procedure 
respecting the collection of the imperial duties at Shanghai, I have 
hitherto carefully abstained from referring officially to the subject, as 
in no way concerning my duties ; but now that it is suggested by pa 
that new measures which you propose to adopt may call for the inter- 
vention of a larger naval force than has been assigned for the coast of 
China, pending my second visit to Japan, I feel bound to inform you 
that I shall not have it in my power to detail such additional fi>rce, 
and for the obvious reason that my plans for the ensuing season are all 
perfected and their execution commenced ; that several of the vessels 
of the squadron have already sailed for the appointed place of rendez- 
vous ; that I am only waiting the re-equipment of the storeship Lex- 
ington to follow with the steamers, and that the diversion of any part of 
my force would seriously affect my entire designs. With the diplo- 
matic relations of the United States with China I have nothing to do, 
such matters belonging exclusively to yourself; but I must be the 
judge of the necessity of using the force at my disposal in intermed- 
dling in a civil war between a despotic government, struggling for its 
very existence, and without the power of enforcing its own laws, or of 
sustaining its treaty engagements, and an organized revolutionary army 
gallantly fighting for a more liberal and enUghtened religious andf politi- 
cal position ; and hence my undeviating policy, whatever have been 
my sympathies for the revolutionists, of practising myself, and enjoin- 
ing upon all under my command, a studied regard to neutrality and 
non-interference. In my opinion, a demonstration at this moment to 
coerce, or even urge llae imipeivai ^\x\i[iot\\i^% xa ^30^ important political 
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measure touching the interest of the United States would be of no 
avail, inasmuch as the events of a week may bring about the overthrow 
of the reigning dynasty and render nugatory the acts of its officials ; 
and that a rude refusal on the part of those officials to meet your de- 
mands would probably lead to results involving serious consequences 
to our American trade. At the present juncture, neither of the con- 
tending parties are in a condition to negotiate with foreign powers, and 
it is evident that some time will elapse before the final isbue of the 
war will be known. Meanwhile I am clearly of opinion that it is the 
better policy to wait quietly the progress of events, especially as I 
have heard of no complaints from Americans ol violence or injustice 
from the Chinese of either side. 

I have not the remotest intention of obtruding upon you — as it would 
seem to be entirely gratuitous in me to do so — my opinions with respect 
to the political condition of China ; my only motive in presenting the 
foregoing observations is to exhibit in another view the reasons that 
would influence me in declining to co-operale with you in the manner 
proposed, even if other considerations already alluded to did not make 
such course imperative. Judging from the results of past experience, 
I am inclined to think that the presence of a sloop-of-war at Shanghai 
will afford amp^ protection to American interests in that quarter, my 
latest information from Commodore Walker and others giving no inti- 
mation of any anticipated danger ; and with respect to Canton, arrange- 
ments have been made entirely satisfactory to our fellow-countrymen 
resident in that city. 

Shoyild you, as you propose, charter the " Confucius" to proceed to 
Nankin, Commander Kelly will have instructions to furnish from his 
ship, upon your application, such an escort as he may consider himself 
justifiea in temporarily detaching on such service. 

In closing this communication 1 cannot but express my regret that 
obligations of duty should have placed me in a position to differ upon 
any question of public expediency with a functionary holding the dis- 
tinguished station which has been intrusted to )^our charge. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your most obedient ser- ' 
vant, 

M. C. PERRY. 

Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

United Slates Commissioner to China, Canton. # 

p. S. — As it is my practice to transmit copies of my official corre- 
spondence to the Navy Department, whether confidential or otherwise, 
i have enclosed a copy of your letter, marking it "confidential," as 
^IdO a copy of this communication. 



No. 11. 

Canton, January 4, 1854. 
Sir: Your reply, under the date of 29th ultimo, to my letter of the 
2Gth of December, has been received. 
23 
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In one paragraph of your communication, after conceding my right 
to manage the diplomatic relations between China and the United 
States, you add : "but 1 must be the judge of the necessity of using 
the force at my disposal in intermeddling in a civil war between a des- 
potic government struggling for its very existence, and without the 
power of enforcmg its own laws or of sustaining its treaty engagements, 
and an organized revolutionary army, gallantly fighting for a more 
liberal and enlightened leligious and political position," &c. 

The natural inference from this language is, that you are resisting a 
proposition made by me to employ a portion of the force under your 
command in intermeddling in the Chinese civil war ; and, moreover, that 
I had desired you to engage it in the cause of the despotism you 
denounce, and against the revolutionary army whose gallantry elicits 
the warm expression of your admiration. 
- I call your attention to this view of the above paragraph that you may 
appreciate the prejudicial effect against me which its strong implicatioos 
are calculated to produce. 

As my mind has not conceived the idea of emplo^^'ng any part of 
the naval power of my country in a participation, to any extent what- 
ever, in the contests of the Chinese, my pen has nevtf traced a line to 
you, or any other person in China, from which the iirerence of such a 
desire on my part is deducible. Every act and expression of mioc 
have indicated my determination to maintain the most unconjpromisiDg 
neutrality; and there is nothing that I have said, done, or written, to 
afford the slightest foundation lor an opinion to the contrary. In the 
sense which most persons would read your letter, it is calculated to do 
me great injustice, and would be understood to cast an imputation upon 
my public conduct which I cannot permit to pass to the archives of the 
Navy Department without this accompaniment, to repel the injury 
that would result otherwise. I shall not discuss the propriety of your 
refusal to furnish the steamer to carry me to Shanghai, as requested. 
It is the province of the President of the United States to judge of the 
policy of sustaining the prerogative you have again and again exer- 
cised, of declining co-operation with the naval force under your 
command when requested by the minister; basing your refus.l, among 
other reasons, upon suggestions which amount to an assumption of the 
privilege of reviewing the public action and policy of the civic repre- 
sentative of trt? government In the present instance the pretension is 
advanced with extraordinary boldness, since you inform me plainly 
that a want of coincidence in our opinions as to time and the object of 
my policy would be a sufficient reason to influence you "in declining 
to co-operate in the manner proposed, even if other considerations (W 
not make such course imperative." Such a power is, in my opmiofli 
dangerous in example, unfortunate for the navy itself, and utterly ruin- 
ous of the efficiency of the civil department to which I am attached 
As I have no power to reduce this claim on your part to the proper 
limitation for its exercise, I can only unite with you most heartily ^ 
the expression of regret, that, from the wide diflcrence of opinion tW 
exists between us as to the limits of our respective departments^^ 
official duty, 1 find myself restrained in the legitimate exercise of mj 
functions and the eneig^euc dise\\^3r^ ol \xs^ ^\Ai\ia duty, by yoof 
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failure to co-operate with ihe naval force, which in this section of the 
world is so essential to diplomatic success. 

Observing that the remarks of a political character contained in your 
letter are introduced only to exhibit the claim of naval prerogative to 
which I have alluded, the occasion does not demand any comment upon 
them. You are entirely correct in supposing that in the formation of 
my opinions upon political questions, and of the proper time and cir- 
cumstances for the active exercise of my diplomatic function, I under- 
stand my right to be exclusively the judge ot' what may or may not be 
attempted. 

But, apart from the political reasons you have advanced, (and which 
would render my resiaence in China useless to my government,) you 
present, as the chief objection to acceding to my request, that the ex- 
ecution of your plans for the ensuing season has commenced, and the 
diversion of any part of your force would seriously affect your entirCii, 
designs. 

As you place yourself in the position of a commander already in the 
very act of executing an important naval movement when the first 
intimation is given of "new measures" that might possibly require a 
diversion of a portion of his force, I shall recur for a moment to 
the facts of this case to elucidate the nature of the service chiefly 
required at your hands, and the circumstances which induced me to 
make the call upon you. 

This recitation will at the same time serve to prove that the ** new 
measures " cannot be delayed upon any considerations connected with 
the condition of the expedition to Japan. 

I returned fi'om Shanghai to Macao early in November. The various 
positions taken by western powers in regard to the payment of duties 
at the Shanghai custom-house rendered it very desirable that I should 
have a distinct understanding of the course which the Chinese govern- 
ment designed to take on that subject. The report of the facts in the 
case of the Austrian barque " Robert" arrived shortly after I came to 
Macao, and on the 23d ot" November I addressed the Chinese imperial 
commissioner requesting a personal interview, that we might converse 
^pon the matter of the duties atiShanghai. 

On the 8th of December he excused himself from the meeting at the 
particular moment, on the plea of a pressure of business, but promised 
to appoint a day when he could find leisure. On the 11th of Decem- 
her I addressed him, dispensing with the interview — entering at large 
into the question of duties, and advising him of the impropriety of 
delay in solving the dilBficulty in which American commerce was in- 
volved by the injurious discrimination against it, made by the manner 
in which the customs are now administered at Shanghai. To this 
letter I demanded an early reply. 

In a few days I told you of the position of affairs, and suggested that, 
^ it was my wish to await at Canton my despatches from the Depart- 
ment of State, it might expedite the movements of the Commissioner 
fer China, should I repair to this city in one of the war-steamers imme- 
diately ; and that sucn a movement was at this jimcture desirable, in 
^rder to exhibit apparent good understanding between the Kvwv\&tfix -wnA. 
^lie naval power of the United States. You prompxVj ^\aLQ;edi\5Q&^^j3«^ 
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Mississippi al my disposal (for a week) to accomplish the purpose in- 
dicated. I came to Canton on the 21st of December, and relieved the 
Mississippi on the 24th. I awaited until the 26th without an answer 
from his excellency, and then I advised him of my determination to in- 
struct the vice-consul of the United States at Shanghai, by the steamer 
ot the 29th. -Thus the steps have been taken which brought me to the 
necessity of action ; and as the position I meant to take in relation to 
the duties was one which would place the shipping of the United State? 
on the footing of the most favored nation, I could not overlook the pos* 
sibility, or even the probability, of resistance to my action by the Chi- 
nese authorities at Shanghai, where both a fleet and army are collected. 
It became my duty to advise you of the state of afiairs, and I wrote yoo 
accordingly. I suggested the desire I entertained to be present at 
Shanghai, in order to afford counsel and direction to the vice-consd 
through the varying phases which each circumstance might give to 
affairs ; and I asked for a steamer, in order that I might have despatch, 
and that by her presence at Shanghai at the moment when the po- 
sition should be assumed which I determined to adopt, the probability 
of avoiding a collision toitk the Chinese might be incrpased, or that effi- 
cient means might be on the spot for the protection of the rights ot' 
American citizens. The demonstration I have proposed is, to protect 
what aheady belongs to us under a treaty, and to assert a cleiir right 
of American commerce and American citizens, so as to remove an in- 
jurious discrimination which is made against them by the present basis 
upon which the Chinese customs at Shanghai are collected. TAt* if 
the whole affair, so far as the co-operation of the naval force is fiece$u.riljf 
required. 

1 have heretofore read to you my instructions from the Department 
of State, commanding the exercise of vigilance and activity on my part 
to protect the rights, lives, and property of American citizens in China; 
and I should have neglected my duty inexcusably had I omitted to 
aHbrd you the necessary information, and an opportunity to place the 
naval force in a position to render assistance to our countrymen, in thf 
event of a necessity for its presence either at Shanghai or elsewhere. 
We want no negotiation to secure tht right it is my duty to assert. I 
hope we shall not require any extensive ** demonstration," either as to 
the amount of force or the length of time ; but it is my official duty to 
employ all the necessary means that I can command, not only to pro- 
tect the right, but to secure its full enjoyment to our citizens. I araat 
a loss to imagine how you could have confounded my assertion of the 
right of an American ship to leave a Chinese port without a port clear- 
ance, with any question affording room for the display of your detesta- 
tion of the dbspotism of China, and the admiration you have for the 
rel)els. I assure you that the only question to which your attention ri 
called, and which can possibly interfere with any movements you mav 
desire to make elsewhere, is connected with the rights of American com- 
merce under the existing treaty ; and the only Chinese who would iu* 
terl'ere to prevent the full enjoyment of the right I assert for that coin- 
m( rce are the mandarins, the officers of that very despotic governin^flt 
which, "unable to sustain its own treaty engagements," would, in thf 
supposed case, be struggWng to o^^ie^^ ^^ c^svajcwex^^^ of the United 
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Stales, and might insult the dignity of their national ensign and outrage 
the rights of their citizens. T act upon the especial instruction from 
the government, which pledges to me " that the naval Ibrce in this 
vicinity shall be devoted to this important object." I exercised only a 
customary precaution in giving you timely information of the facts and 
in requesting your co-operation. I think that my letter evinced my 
anxiety not to embarrass your arrangements for the Japan expedition ; 
nor can I conceive how the diversion of a steamer to Shanghai until 
the 10th or 15th of January could possibly produce such a consequence. 
The three steamers are now in Hong Kong; and should one go with me 
to Shanghai, the voyage thence to Loo Choo islands might, at any pre- 
scribed lime, be made in two or three days, or she might join you when 
your voyage to Japan shall have been aclually commenced. I have 
limited the time, in my note to you, at which I thought I could dispense 
with the steamer at Shanghai; and 1 doubt exceedingly, although your 
plans for the season may have been formed, whether your squadron will 
rendezvous at Loo Choo by the time limited in the requisition I sub- 
mitted. It is proper to observe that, as already stated in my Ibrmer 
letter, the step I take cannot be delayed. I dissent entirely from the 
idea that it is better to aw^ait the progress of events in China before as- 
serting the rights of American citizens in this country, lest I may meet 
a rude refusal of my demands, which may disturb our American trade. I 
shall demand only the rights of my countrymen ; and these I shall de- 
mand although there might not be a ship-of-war belonging to my coun- 
try on this side of the globe. I shall seek the protection of those rights 
by the instrumentalities which Congress has provided for that purpose; 
and when these may not be had, I shall assert the right and leave its 
vindication to the future action of the Executive. I should justly incur 
ihe censure of the President of the United States were I to pretermit the 
assertion of the right of American shipping to an equality with that of 
^e most favored nation, at the earliest moment when any unjust dis- 
crimination can be removed. I regret your failure to co-operate with 
'He in affording the means to avoid probable difficulty (as I am perfectly 
Satisfied that your prompt compliance with my request would have 
done) at the moment of first exercising this right ; nevertheless it has 
already been asserted, and will be repeated and maintained. 

In the further performance of my official duty I have now to advise 
you that the imperial commissioner answered my letter on the 28th of 
•Oecember. He promised merely to write instantly to Kiangnan, and 
U> direct the taoutae " by one law to make investigations and to manage 
Properl}', and not in the least degree to sufier any irregularity." He 
<idds that, "thus the evil of unjust discriminations it will be practicable 
to avoid." He declined to take any other step. To these generalities 
1 replied, on the 31st of December, that if hereafter the flag of any other 
Nation entered or cleared the port of Shanghai without the payment of 
duties, or making payments only in obligations, the redemption of which 
"Was dependent on the decision of another power than China, the ships 
^1' the United States would leave the port without any requisition for ^ 
Port clearance, and no duties would be coerced from the citizens of the 
l-Inited States during the prevalence of the custom, k^ \ \vaN^ wo We^ 
^he British authorities will alter the mode wWicYi \]iae^ Wn^ ^<io^\&^% 
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I can only regard the question for Chinese solution to be simply, whether 
the Chinese authorities will submit to the departure of American ships 
upon the terms I have stated, or will resist it. That must be decided 
by a few examples in practice, and a few days will solve the whole 
problem. In my opinion, the favorable solution* of it would be materi- 
ally assisted by the presence of a war steamer at Shanghai at the 
moment when the practice under the rule shall commence, and by my 
own personal presence to supervise "the procedure" which lakes 
place at the time. Once fairly under way, there would be no requi- 
sition to delay any part of the squadron further ; but should resistance 
take place, and injury to life or property be the consequence, I should 
deeply regret the decision you have made to decline co-operation. 

The first paragraphs of your letter demand only a passmg comment. 
Neither of the inferences you have made from my occupation of a resi- 
dence in Canton is logically deducible from the premises. Thougb 
this city had been selected for my permanent and official residence, 
(which it is not,) it is not diflScult to see that emergencies might sud- 
denly arise to require my presence temporarily elsewhere, which I ha>'e 
a desire but no means to meet, unless I can obtain a national steamer. 
The mere fact of my furnishing my apartments proves no more than 
my wish to have a decent abode. As to your second inference from 
the same premises, I should have preferred to maintain the silence I 
have hitherto preserved on the subject of the provision made for the de- 
fence of Americans at Canton in the event of any difficulty here. But 
as your letter raises an inference from my silence and my occupation 
of a residence here, I say to you, reluctantly, that I do not concur in 
the opinion that a proper provision has been made for the defence of 
American rights and property at Canton during your absence, although 
I know that the me^ns adopted met with the written approbation of the 
American merchants at Canton. What are the means ? A British 
steamer of one hundred and fifty tons, manned by twenty sailors and 
ten Chinese, and carrying an armament of four guns of four pounds 
calibre each ! In the event of a disturbance, the ** Queen " may sufl5ce 
to transport the women and children of American citizens from the city, 

{)rovidea they reach her decks without molestation ; but to defend the 
ives or property of American citizens here, in the presence of an in- 
vading mob or a band of robbers, the provision made is not equal to 
any emergency whatever. It is impossible, however, for me or any 
other person to anticipate what may occur in Canton to require the 
active intervention of a naval force, and therefore I have preferred to 
be silent under the circumstances, rather than to dissent from arrange- 
ments which you had already made ; nor should I have ventured the 
above observations except to exclude a conclusion you seem to have 
adopted from my silence heretofore on the subject. I apprehend from 
the tenor of your observations that your disinclination to my visiting 
Nankin may have produced or have affected your decision to decline 
co-operating with me ; although, considering your admiration of the 
revolutionary army, I might be free to presume that you would have 
hailed my determmatiou lo gam ttvo\e e^^cx. '\sScpt\ttauon of the pros- ' 
pecis of the war, and of tiie eSecx. *\\a T^^viN.\&^*iS\.^\^^^\55Sji^<«i 
-American interests, vnt\\ amceie ^\e«^\a^- '^V^ ^^iw^ xa ^^'xs&sc^^ 
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lion in relation to this country, in which my own has so large and in- 
creasing an interest, is becoming my official position ; but could neither 
mduce me to pretermit a single public duty, nor betray me into any act 
or position that could by possibiUty affect the neutrality of the United 
States. I do not consider that my ascent of the Yangtsze to Nankin, 
where the war steamers of Great Britain and France have been with 
the plenipotentiaries of those powers on board, and whence they have 
returned without eliciting a comment from the imperial government or 
an objection from its officers, could be regarded as a committal of the 
flag of the United States. My letter diseases other resisons connected 
with American interests which render such an excursion very desira- 
ble at this time. The visit to Nankin was mentioned, however, as 
quite apart from the main object of my proposed visit to Shanghai, and 
not as necessarily requiring any co-operation by the naval force, though 
a desire for a guara was expressed should it be attempted under fayor- 
ing circumstances during the stay of the steamer in tne port of Shang- 
hai. But suppose that enterprise to be lefl to me alone, without the 
co-operation of the navy or any of its members, and still the main in- 
ducement remains to require the call I have made for the use of the 
steamer to carry me to Shanghai, and to afford, by her temporary pres- 
ence, assistance and support to measures deeply affecting American 
commerce, and which may have an important bearing on the basis of 
our future relations with China. 

In closing this communication, which my wish to be clearly under- 
stood has made longer than was desirable, I assure you, sir, that I 
should regret much to derange any of your plans for tne ensuing sea- 
son, or to make any diversion of your naval command from the service 
to which the same may have been assigned. But with no force on this 
coast but the sloop-of-war at Shanghai, and the little •* Queen" in this 
river, I hope the counsels of prudence among the Chinese may relieve 
us from cause to regret the absence of the squadron usually assigned 
to this station. My object has been, however, and is, to perform my 
duty in the office I hold — not to interfere with j'our arrangements for 
the prosecution of the Japan expedition. 

I nave placed the requisitions of this office plainly before you, and 
I yet think it would be well to reconsider your determination, as I learn 
there is great uncertainty whether even a British merchant steamer 
will go shortly to Shanghai, and it is very important, in my opinion, 
that my instructions relating to American shipping should reach the 
vice-consul Cunningham without delay. 

Should 3'^ou adhere, however, to your expressed determination, I have 
no recourse but to submit to a result I cannot control, leaving the respon- 
sibility for your official action to the judgment of the President ot the 
United States, having discharged my own duty. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces of the 

United States in the seas of China and Japan, !(c. 
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No. 12. 
Mr. Cunningham to Mr. Marshall. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

November 19, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to address you upon a question which has 
risen since your departure, respecting the non-payment of duties by a 
vessel under the Austrian flag, when they were required of Americans. 

The Austrian barque Robert entered this port on or about the 4th of 
October, discharged her inward cargo, took in an outward one, and 
departed on the 29th of October, one day after the re-estabHshment of 
the Chinese custom-house, without challenge or interruption of any 
kind. X 

American citizens having brought this fact to my notice, and claimed 
similar immunities for their ships, I addressed the Chinese collector rf 
customs, and all the foreign functionaries, inquiring if the said vessel 
bad entered and paid duties to or through any of them, and was an- 
swered in the negative. 

I now beg to hand your excellency copies of the correspondence, as 
follows: 1st. H. H. Warden's letter to me requesting return of the 
obhgations for duties upon ship Hussar. 

2d. My answer. 

3d. The letter of the taotUae, in answer to my application as lo 
whether the Robert paid duties or not. 

4th. My last letter to the taoutae. 

To this no reply has been received, and I therefore consider it to be 
my duty to place the matter in your hands without further loss of dme. 

The ships Fleetwood, Living Age, and Syphoon, cleared at the same 
time, and many others just before or after. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

EDWARD CUNNINGHAM, 
Vice-Consul U. S. A. 



Shanghai, November 2, 1S53. 

Sir: I beg to state that the American ship Hussar cleared on the 
29lh ult., and that Messrs. Russell & Co. gave certain duty obligatbns 
upon shipments made by my orders ; also that the Austrian barque 
Eiobert left her anchorage on the same day, and has proceeded to sea 
without, to the best of my knowledge and belief, meeting with any 
challenge or obstructions from the Chinese custom-house authorities, 
who, according to the terms of your notification of the 28th ultimo, had 
been returned the exercise of their functions. I ain prepared to esiab- 
lish the fact that at least one sVAip^ei axid eom\^^^V>i^ the said barque 
Hobert has not been caUed uipouto ^a-^, ox gw^ o\X\^?LV\cio&,Sa^^^^ 
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import or export duties, and beg to ask whether, in case it is satisfacto- 
rily shown that no duties will be demanded or paid upon the said ves- 
sel or cargoes, and upon the ground that American vessels cannot be 
placed Jtt disadvantage with those of other nations, you will return to 
Messrs. Russell & Co. the obligations above referred to. 

I am, &c., &c., 

H. H. WARDEN. 
Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

Vice-Consul U. S. A. 



United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

November 2r 1863. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of to-day, and give attention to 
the important fact communicated by you, and which you say you are 
ready to substantiate, that a vessel under the Austrian ting left this port 
on the 29th ultimo, after the re-establishment of the Chinese custom- 
house, without paying duties upon her inward or outward cargo. 

With respect to your inquiry whether the obligations given by Messrs. 
Russell & Co., on your behalf, for duties upon the American ship Hus- 
sar, wiH be given up in case the above statement is fully proved, you will 
readily perceive that a step involving so much responsibility cannot be 
taken without the necessary legal notices to the Chinese authorities 
calling upon them to recover the dues upon the Robert, and failing 
their so doing, the reference of the question to the high authorities of 
the United States and China. 

The matter shall have my immediate attention. 
I remain, sir, &c., &c., &c., 

EDWARD CUNNINGHAM, 

Vice- Consul U. S. A. 

H. H. Warden, Esq., Shanghai. 



Woo, taoutae, replies to Mr. Cunningham's letter respecting the 
Austrian barque Robert : 

I am just in receipt of your letter informing me that the above ves- 
sel entered this port, and went again from it on the 29th October; and 
also that you do not know whether her duties have been paid. 

In reply, I have the honor to state that the said vessel did not pay 
any duties at all, and that this is the first occasion of an Austrian ves- 
sel visiting this port. 

P. S. — As I am at this time much pressed with business, I beg you 
to do for me what you may think proper respecting the duties of said 
vessel. 

November 3, 1863. 
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Cunningham, &c., to the taoutae, Woo: 

Regarding the matter of the Austrian brig Robert, I have to say 
that that vessel was not cleared at any of the foreign consulates; and 
as you inform me that she did not report herself to you, it follows that 
she went away without paying any duties whatever. 

You are aware that the second article of the United States treaty 
with China very particularly provides that no subjects or vessels of 
any foreign power, whatever, shall have privileges in China not en- 
joyed by American citizens. American citizens have already com- 
plained to me that the Robert entered and left without paying duties, 
andjustly say that if such practices are allowed by the imperial gov- 
ernment, it will be ruinous to their trade, as they cannot freight tneir 
vessels under such unfair competition. 

I feel, therefore, compelled to say that, unless you force the con- 
signees and shippers by the Robert to pay their duties, or give obliga- 
tions for them, I must require of you that you place on the same fitt- 
ing those American ships which cleared at the same time ; and in case 
you refuse, 1 must represent the matter to his excellency the Commis- 
sioner of the United States, for decision by the higher authorities of 
our respective governments. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

November 5, 1863. 



No. 13. 
Mr. Marshall to Mr. Cunningham. 

Macao, December 13, 1853. 

Sir : I received your communication relating to the question arising 
on the sufferance and lading and clearance of the brig Robert, by the 
Chinese authorities. 

It has already been made the subject of correspondence in the proper 
quarter. In consequence, you will retain at the consulate all obligatious 
taken for duties on American shipping since the 4th day of October, 
uniil/urther advices. In regard to the other case, of the Jennet, I am 
sure you designed to fall exactly into the line which you thought I 
meant to pursue ; but you have fallen into an error from a misconcep- 
tion of my position. 

It is not my purpose to make you a fund holder of Chinese customs. 
I did what seemed to be required by the comity of nations, and by the 
requirements of the sudden emergency when the provisional regulations 
were adopted. 

But whatever obligations existed to take that care in the emergency, 
ceased when the Chinese oflScers resumed their functions. If, after a 
deliberately prepared effort to administer their government, they foil 
again, either from the successful effort of insurgents, or from a sub- 
mission to interference by otbet ^oviet^, out Mirations cease also; for 
to resume, under suc\i circuinaVaiveea,>iaa^dxr^\xi\&\^ 
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would be to assume the government of Chinese affairs indefinitely* 
Moreover, if China concedes (by submission to the announcement^ and 
practice by their yvMic authorities) that French ships may leave the port 
without paying, or that Great Britain may compulsorily collect obliga- 
tions, the redemption of which shall depend on the will of the British 
government, then thie treaty gives the right to American vessels^ also, to 
feave without paying duties at all ; and I intend to enforce it as a treaty 
rights not a gratuity. I have written at length to the imperial commis- 
sioner, requiring his answer directly, and stating to him that if he can- 
not assert his ^vernment at once, at Shanghai he must voluntarily 
dispense with the collection pending the disturbances ; or that I shall 
feel it to be my oflScial duty to do so as to American shipping. The 
merchants at Shanghai will find this to be the solution shadowed forth 
in my reply to them of the 1st of November ; but then no case was 
ready for my action. I now have to request that you will, as far as 
possible, avoid embarrassing my policy with any action until I shall 
write you again, which will be by the very first opportunity. 

If the gentlemen who freighted the Jennet have given obligations, I 
have no objection ; but you must let the superintendent of custonCis know 
that you will not take any new obligations as a matter of duty, and 
the United States government will not be responsible in the event of 
loss. I am prepared, upon the presumption that everything remains 
in the status of the 1st December ^ to clear vessels of my country without pay- 
ing duties at ally until they are collected by the Chinese oflBcers from 
Great Britain and France ;4i)ut I desire to wait a few days for the 
reply of the imperial commissioner, as I prefer that it should be his 
own act rather than mine. This paper is of course only intended for 
your own inspection at present. 

The practice of taking obligations for duties which may or may not 
be paid at the will of the British government, is in effect to administer 
the customs without regard to Chinese government ; and if the latter 
submits to it, it is my intention to cut the knot by treating Shanghai as 
a free yorty because I shall have that right according to the treaty. I 
must have an open and fair competition. I want to understand the 
meaning of British policy. If that power proposes to i^ore the 
Chinese government when its officers desire to perform their regular 
duty, I may not have any objection to her course; but I shall be abund- 
antly cautious, within the proper sphere of my action, that it does not 
result in any injuries to interests which I am here to foster and pro- 
tect. 

Veiy respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Edwa&d Cunningham, Esq., 

Vice-Consul U. S. -4., Shanghai. 
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No. 14. 
Mr. Cunningham to Mr. MarsJiall. 

United States Consulate, Shanghai, 

December 24, 1853. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of December 13, 
and will act in accordance with the instructions given. I shall not 
at present take any step, as you request me to avoid action as far as 
is possible, and none seems necessary; for though tfie ships ChanniDg 
and Snow Squall are about to clear, they do so under the note system, 
which contains the clause "payable if the sanction of the United States 
government is obtained," which will save collection if your excellency 
authorizes their recall. 

This could be easily effected in the interior under various pretexts, 
in a way which would render even complaint almost impossible. I 
have to call your excellency's attention to the pubhshed account of the 
Cassini's visit to Nankin, and the manifestation by the insurgent chiefe 
of indifference to foreign power and influence, and perfect reliance not 
only on their position as the first in China^ but that of being without 
equals in the world. This is further exemplified by my private cor- 
respondence, which details matters of much significance, though ol 
small importance in themselves, and which cannot be included in a 
public despatch, as the source from which they come is private. These 
statements lead one to infer that the chiefll of the new power will not 
be willing to treat with foreign nations upon terms of equality; and, 
moreover, if difficulties occur, they will not be averse to the use of 
force to carry out their own views. With such a possibility, it seems 
very desirable that the American naval force at this station should be 
increased, as this is the point where the first meeting will in all proba- 
biUiy take place. I have received from Mr. D. B. McCartee, of Ningpo, 
information of outrages committed upon native boats by foreign seamen 
calling themselves Americans, who have hired Chinese boats, armed 
them, and assumed the business o^' convoying. They bring in boats 
which they call pirates, confiscate their contents, and destroy them. 
The Chinese complain that the said boats are inn'>cent traders, and 
ask for redress. 

I have apphed to Captain Walker, of the Saratoga, for an oflScer 
and men to send to that port for the purpose of arresting the offenders 
and putting a stop to practices which will inevitably result in the mas- 
sacre of all sailors thought to be American who can be found unpro- 
tected by the natives, besides bringing disgrace upon our flag and 
name. He is, however, unable to give the aid, though I offered my 
own yacht for their conveyance without charge. I beg, therefore, to 
request that, if it is possible, some measure may be taken to keep 
order at that port, which is more or less a resort for dissolute sailors, 
from its proximity to Shanghai. 

I have suggested to Captain Walker that the schooner Spec (for- 
merly the United States schooner Flying Fish) might be chartered 
for a small sum, manned from. \\ve s\v\^-ot'^^x ow\ive station, and con- 
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stantly employed in such service. This would obtain the end required, 
besides being very beneficial to the crew and ofl5cers of the ship. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, yrmr mcjst obedient servant, 

^ EDWARD CUNNINGHAM, 

Vice- Consul U. S. A. 
Hon. H. Marshall, 

United States Commissioner, Canton. 



No. 15. 

Mr, Marshall to Mr, Cunningham. 

Legation of the U. S. A., Cantox, China, 

January 4, 1S54. 
Sir: In order lo 'avoid the unjust discrimination against the shipping 
of the United States which will result from a concession of the basis 
of administration of the duties at the port of Shanghai which has been 
made to the British, French, and other powers, I have had, since my 
arrival in the south of China, an official correspondence with the Chi- 
nese imperial commissioner, from which I extract the following state- 
ment by him and reply by me, to indicate to you the exact Hne of duty 
you are expected to pursue henceforth in relation to the customs at 
Shanghai. 

Extract from a despatch from, his excellency Yet, governor- general and im- 
perial commissioner, to Mr. Marshall, December, 1853. 

**I, the minister, as behooves me, will instantly address the taoutae 
at Shanghai, and direct him in sincerity and truth, by one law, to make 
investigations and manage properly, and not in the slightest degree to 
have any irregularity; and thus it will be practicable to remove the 
evil of unjust discriminations." 

Extracts from Mr. MarshalVs reply to the foregoing, December 31, 1853. 

"It only remains, therefore, to observe that, if the Chinese govern- 
ment shall require and enforce the prompt payment of duties at Shang- 
hai from all nations, the authority of the United States of America will 
always be readily exerted to compel the payment, if necessary, of said 
duties by citizens of the United States, according to the letter and 
spirit of the treaty. If, on the other hand, the flag of another power 
shall hereafter enter and depart from the port of Shanghai, either with- 
out the payment of duties, or upon a regulation which dispenses with 
^ ^ cash payment and substitutes therefor a promissory note or other ob- 
ligation, the payment whereof is n>ade to depend on the will and is re- 
ferrible to the decision of another power than China, this regulation 
^ill be accepted by the United Stales as sufficient evidence ot the in- 
dention of the sovereign of China to accord to the foreign power in 
^hose favor such concesssion shall appear envVre V'ieediC>\xi ol ^vi\v\\xv^\^^ 
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at the port of Shanghai, should Such power think proper to claim it 
In the exercise of the right secured to citizens of the United Stales 
by the second article of the treaty, the consul of the United States, in 
that event, will be at liberty to deliver the registers of vessels of the 
United States without the production of the port clearance, and citi- 
zens of the United States will not be required to pay any duties on im- 
ports or exports to that port so long as said practice shall prevail. 

"The United States of America demand no privileges greater than 
those accorded to the most favored nation ; they will not be contented 
with less. If the Chinese public authority waives the administration 
of the customs by collecting notes therefor in the consulate of a foreign 
power over the payment of which this government has no control, it is 
the same in substance as a erant to such power of free trade to the 
port, should the same be desirable. The action of the consul of the 
United States at Shanghai will henceforward be determined by that 
of the Chinese authorities, in executing the above directions of your 

excellency." 

• •••••• • 

" The consul of the United States at Shanghai will afford every 
proper facility to the Chinese superintendent of customs for the speedy 
and convenient despatch of business, and in all transactions will tie 
guided by a strict sense of justice ; but he will not undertake to partici- 
pate in the administration of the customs or any other branch of the 
imperial government, nor can he assume obligations which may em- 
barrass or impede the due discharge of the trust with which be is 
clothed by the government of the United States of America. It 
will be impossible for the consul of the United States to become the 
deputy collector of the Chinese revenue, or for the United States of 

America to become in any degree bound for the same." 

• ••••••• 

••It will be fair to await the result of your efforts to collect the duties 
in the case of the Austrian barque * Robert,' before proceeding at all 
upon obligations for duties due by vessels of the United States, clearing 
since the 4th day of October. That decision will be satisfactory, and 
seems just." 

From the foregoing extracts, which exhibit the result of my corre- 
spondence touching the commerce at your port, you will have no dif- 
ficulty to understand that, should the British consul continue to take 
notes, payable or not, according to the will of her Britannic Majesty's 
government, at London, (as they have been taken heretofore,) you will 
at once act upon the position assumed by me, and clear American ships 
without taking any note of the duties whatever, without requiring any 
port clearance, and in all respects treating Shanghai as a free poru 
This is an American right, under the treaty and according to the treaty, 
which arises upon the state of case supposed, and which you will er • 
ercise from the first moment that its assertion becomes proper. A re- 
turn must be made immediately to the former regulations under the 
treaty, and honestly practised upon, or the platform of the broadesl ad- 
vantage which can possibly result from any hiture action of other poweis 
will be at once occupied \y^ tYie\itv\\ftdL^\aXfc^» 
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Should any attempt be made by the Chinese authorities to interfere 
with the departure of an American vessel under the liberty you give to 
such to depart, or any resistance be made to her entry upon the an- 
chorage in your port, you will request the commander of any vessel of 
war of the United States which may be in Shanghai to afford imme- 
diate protection, by the employment of all theiineans at his command, 
but to proceed no farther than shall be requisite in the defence of the prop- 
erty and rights of the citizens of the United States- 
Should the consuls of other powers agree to the administration of 
the customs by the Chinese superintendent on a credit system^ the obli- 
gations being given at 'the Chinese custom-house by the shippers di- 
rectly and absolutely, and without reference to the will or upon a con- 
dition over which another government has control, while I shall have 
no objection to your agreeing to adopt such a system for the accom- 
modation of all parties, you will be careful to specify, in such case, 
that the government of the United States will not be bound to any de- 
gree whatever for the solvency of the obligors of said notes, or for loss 
arising from any other irregularity, nor will any lien upon Anaerican 
bottoms be acknowledged to arise from a failure of parties to meet 
their engagements. 

I believe I have now made myself clear upon the whole case ; and I 
congratulate you that, by the strict pursuit of our national duty, we are 
in a position, without violating a treaty stipulation or giving just of- 
fcDce in any quarter, to assert all our national nghts and to maintain 
the commerce of the United States on the footing of the most favored 
nation, without loss from any unjust discrimination being possible, un- 
der any regulation whatever, made or to be made by others. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
Edward Cunningham, Esq., 

Vice-Consul 17. 5. A. at Shanghai. 



No. 16. 

Afr. Marshall to Commodore Perry. 

Legation of the U. S. A., Canton, 

January 8, 1864. 

Sir: Annexed you will please find an extract from an oflScial com- 
munication received at this legation to-day from the vice-consul at 
Shanghai. 

I feel it to be my duty to urge your immediate attention to it, as it 
would appear, from the inability of Commander Walker to furnish a 
guard to prevent the outrages alluded to, that the force at present 
under his orders is unequal to such emergencies as may at any moment 
arise. 

It is due to our national character that such comblaallona oC de.^^^- 
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radoes, wearing the name of Americans, should be suppressed prompdy 
and pnnished summarily. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 



[Official — No. 39.] Legation of the U. S. A., Canton, 

January 25, 1854. 

Sir : I had the honor to receive your official note No. 9 on the 
15lh of this month. I have tried to obey the pleasure of the Presidait 
in the course I pursue. Considering the circumstances existing here, 
your omission to express any desire for me to await the actual arrival 
of Mr. McLean, and the custom in like cases, I have determined to set 
out on my return to the United States on the 27th instant; at which 
time the archives of the legation will pass into the possession and care 
of Mr. Parker, the secretary. To bring the business of the legatioD 
properly before you to this date, I beg to submit to you additional 
papers, from No. 1 to No. 8 inclusive, which demand no special commeot 
lirom me at this time. 

The news from China I shall have an opportunity to give you, in 
person. There is no change therein, however, from my last despatch, 
requiring s[)ecial remark. 

I have to advise you that I have drawn upon you, as Secretary of 
State, for the exchange necessary to realize my salary, at this place, 
to the 27th instant; and also for a half year's salary, at this place, as 
allow'ed by Mr. Webster's instructions to Mr. Cushing, when on this 
mission. 1 hope to be in Washington as soon as -the drafts ; but, if I 
have erred in drawing upon you instead of some other officer, I tru^ 
you will honor the drafts, as the rectification can be made upon my 
arrival at Washington. I also submit an account of expenditures from 
the contingent fund, tor which I have drawn against said fund to balance; 
and I shall present some few additional items at your departmeni 
alter my return. 

In closing my connexion with this mission, I desire to remark that it 
was committed to my guidance without having been, in any manner, 
sought by me. I felt grateful for the confidence which a bestowal of 
the honor expressed. In surrendering the trust to my successor, I can 
but add my sincere hope that he may be sustained by his government; 
for without a cordial support to the Commissioner to China, and tk 
disjjosdl of force to sustain his effort, no energy or talents will avail to win 
the success that will compensate him for an exile j'rom his native land, 
or enclble him to develop properly those interests which the United 
States have in China, the imperfect perception of which has created 
and awcikened extravagant expectations by the American people. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State. 
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Commoime Perry to Mr. MarshalL 

Flag-Ship Susquehanna, 

January 12, 1834. 

Sir: Constant official employment preparatory to my departure from 
this port, and other indispensable public occupations, have prevented 
me until this time from acknowledging the receipt of your despatch of 
the 4th instant. I now do myself the honor of replying to that, and to 
the communication more recently received from you. 

With respect to the first, I may remark that the reasons assigned by 
me in my letter to you of the 29lh are still in full force, and 1 see no 
cause for deviating from the course therein indicated. In order, how- 
ever, that our government may be made acquainted, at the earliest 
moment, with all the circumstances, I transmitted b^ the mail of yes- 
terday a copy of your despatch, being myself desirous of having all 
my acts scrupulously scanned. 

As to the statement made by Mr. Cunningham in the extract of his 
letter of the 24th ultimo, appended to yours of the 8th instant, I can 
only say that I have letters from Shanghai, official and private, dated 
respectively the 24th, 27th, 29th, and 31st ultimo, and have verbal inform- 
ation to the Ist instant, and not a word is mentioned of the state ot 
things described by Mr. Cunningham ; and Commander Walker, from 
whom I have letters of the 24in, and two of subsequent dates, does 
not in the remotest manner allude to any application made to him by 
Mr. Cunningham.* 

I have seen an American gentleman of great intelligence who has 
recently visited Ningpo, who informs me that he was not aware of any 
unusual disturbance in that vicinity. It seems singular that Commander 
Walker should not have communicated such important information in 
his letters, as he has hitherto been so very particular in keeping me 
acquainted with every event of interest that has transpired at Shanghai 
and its neighborhood. 

By reference to the subjoined extracts you will perceive that Com- 
mander Walker has discretionary power to act in cases similar to that 
described by Mr. Cunningham; I must therefore infer that he did not 
deem it advisable to do so. I shall, however, transmit to him a copy 
of your communication of the 8th, together with the remarks of Mr- 
Cunningham. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M.C.PERRY, 
Cammander-'in'^hie/ U. S. N. Forces East India^ China^ and Japan seas.. 

Hon. Humphrey Marshall, 

U. S. Commissioners Canton. 



Extract from a Utter from Commodore Perry to honorable Humphrey Mar- 
shallj dated the 29th September, 1863. 

"Commander Walker has been instructed to proceed to Fuhchow 
Of NingpO) should he, on consuhing with you, deem it neceaeat^ ^a^. 

'See enclosed copy of letter from CoiiiinMid^t ^«Xk«t . 
24 
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any conjuncture to do so, and from thence to return to Shanghai, and 
I shall have an extra ship ready to hasten to either of those places 
from the south, should tne information constantly received at this 
place from the coast north and south make it expedient to despatch 



Extract from a letter from Commodore Perry to Commander fValkery dated 

September 30, 1853. 

" If, on consultation with his excellency Mr. Marshall, you should 
deem it advisable at any conjuncture to leave your present station at 
Shanghai to visit the port of Ningpo or Fuhchow,you are authorized to 
use your discretion in the matter; presuming, of course, that you can 
leave Shanghai temporarily, as there will be other national vessels at 
that place.'* 



U. S. SHii> Saratoga, Shanghai, China; 

December 24, 1853. 

Sir : By the hasty departure of an opium schooner for the southern 
ports, I have only lime to acknowledge the receipt (per Lady Marjr 
Wood) of your despatch dated the 12th and 13th instant, with the ac- 
companying private letter, and documents from Commander Adams, 
which I shall answer by return of steamer. 

Nothing of interest has occurred here sinc^ my last dates. 

The Cassini returns with Mons. de Bourboulon from Nankin on the 
afternoon of the 18lh instant. I transmit herewith an account of his 
excellency's visit to that place in an extra of the Noithem China 
Herald. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient senrant, 

W. S. WALKER, 

Commander. 

Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Commander U. 8, Naval Forces East India ^ China, and Japan kos* 

Note. — Since the receipt of the above I have received letters from 
Commander Walker of the 27th and ;^9lh, and from Purser Wallis of 
the 31st. M. C. PERRY. 



(A.) — Charles W. Bradley, senior, to Mr. Marshall. 

East Haddam, Conn., March 9, 1S53. 
Sir: I have the honor to infoim you that under this date I have 
communicated to the State Department my revocation of the authority 
of Mr. Charles William Bradley, junior, to act as vice-consul fur the 
port of Amoy ; which ie\oca.\ioii k to take effect on and after the 20tk 
aajof June, 1853. 
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Hereof Mr, Bradley, junior, has also been duly notified, and has 
been directed immediately to forward ti the legation at Canton all 
books, funds, and other property of the consulate which may be in his 
hands at the expiration of tne said term. 

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obe- 
dient servant 

CHARLES WILLIAM BRADLEY. 

United States Consul far Amoy. 
His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

United States Commissioner to China. 



Mr. Marshall to Charles W. BroMey^ junior. 

Legation of the U. S. A«, Shanghai, 

June 21, 1853. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge your official report under 
date of the Slst ultimo. I have received the enclosure which accom- 
panies this note, (A,) whereby you will perceive that your official 
character ceases from this date. You will be kind enough to forward 
the flag, seals, and papers of the consulate to my address at Canton, 
directed to the care of Russell & Co., with a report of all your official 
acts and accounts to this date. I shall be pleased to hear from you 
from time to time, as matters worthy of being communicated to me 
may arise at Amoy. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 

C. W. Bradley, Jr., Esq., Amoy. 



Cftarles W. Bradley^ junior ^ to Mr. Marshall. 

Amoy, September 8, 1863. 

Sir: I beg to inform you that I have this day shipped on board the 
"Commercial Company," Batyrs, master, at Hong Kong, 1 box, as per 
bill of lading, H. H., care of Messrs. Russell & Co., Canton. The 
same contains papers, records, seal, and flags of tbc Amoy consulate, 
as per note herewith. 

1 also enclose a bill for $120 04, (one hundred and twenty dollars 
and four cents,) being for money accumulated for the relief of destitute 
American seamen at this porU 

And remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 

C. W. BRADLEY, Jr. 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, 

United States Commissioner^ S(C.^ Sfc** &;c^ 
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Mr. Marshall to Charles W. Bradley ^ juniar. 

Legation op the U. S. A., Canton, 

December 29, 1853. 

Charles William Bradley, junior, esq., is hereby empowered to act 
as consul for the United States of America at the port of Amoy, in 
China, until the will of the President of the United States touching 
this power shall be made known, or a successor duly commissioned 
by the President of the United States of America shall arrive to relieve 
him. He is to be respected and obeyed as a consul of the United 
States of America, and may discharge all and singular the functions ot 
a consul (except the judicial powers conferred by the act of 11th Au- 
gust, 1848) under the power which I, the Commissioner of the United 
States, hereby confer oy virtue of my ownoflBce. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto signed my name and have 
r -| affixed the seal of legation, this 29lh of December, 1853, at 
L^- ®-J Canton, in China. 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL- 



Mr. Marshall to the acting Consul at Hong Kong. 

Macao, December 17, 1853. 

Sir : Mr. William Buckler, a citizen of the United States of America, 
has placed before me papers which prove that, in March last, while he 
was proceeding from Macao to Canton, on board the passenger steamer 
Canton, (which is under the British flag,) he was arrested near Macao, 
in Chinese waters, far beyond the jurisdiction of Hong Kong or "its 
dependencies " by virtue of a capias issued by the supreme court of 
Hong Kong in the name of her Britannic Majesty. This arrest was 
effected by special baihfFs of the sheriff of Hong Kong colony. He was, 
in custody of these, transported to Hong Kong, and by the sheriff 
was committed. Bail was refused by the officers prior to his arrival at 
Hong Kong, and he was subsequently released from this arrest only to 
be rearrested npcn an alias capias^ which service was supposed to be 
binding upon him, as he had be^m brought within the boundary of the colony. 
The papers alluded to prove that the object of this proceeding was to 
obtain service of process in a civil suit instituted at Hong Kong by one 
Leprait, a British subject, against Mr. Buckler, to fix upon him a lia- 
bility for about $1,000 as the endorser of a bill of exchange. After set- 
tling this demand, proceed ino[s were discontinued, and then Mr. Buckler 
instituted a suit against the sheriff for this arrest ; but the court instruct- 
ed a nonsuit to be entered, " upon some point connected with pnri- 
lege,^^ which Mr. Buckler does not appear to comprehend, and has not, 
therefore, clearly described. The result seems to have been that this 
citizen of the United States, after suflering an illegal arrest and seizure 
of his person by virtue of a legal writ issued in the name of her Britan- 
nic Majesty, whereby he was taken fi-om his business and proper pur- 
sutSf has ineffectually appWed to ^^x\\a^ cowt\.oC \u8tice for redress. 
He now applies to the ageuts oi\\\a oviiv ^oNex^xoEt^x^^x ^^>$^'^^^kscL^to 
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obtain redress, as it may be in their power to aflford. His application 
has been made to me as the highest oflBcer in this section, and I would 
have great satisfaction in prosecuting his interests, but that the govern- 
ment of the United States has not extended my power to enable me to 
transact the business which falls properly within the range of affairs 
cognizable by the minister to Great Britain, or by the United States 
consul at Hong Kong, I am restrained, therefore, by considerations of 
official propriety, from addressing his excellency the governor of Hong 
Kong, while you are in the colony of Hong Kong, to act in behalf of 
Mr. Buckler. 

The case is not one of any difficulty, and I have no doubt his excel- 
lency Sir S. G. Bonham will settle it satisfactorily to the government 
of the United States and to Mr. Buckler, immediately that you bring it 
to his notice officially. Should he decline to do sa, however, you should 
transmit your correspondence with him, and a complete record of the 
case, to Mr. Buchanan, that he may obtain satisfaction at London, or 
take such steps as he may think the case requires. 

It is a case of an abuse of legal process by a public officer , for which, 
of course, the government of Great Britain, while it will disavow the 
act of the officer, will compensate the injured party. The principle of 
public law which establishes the liability of Great Britain in the case, 
IS so plain that it needs no discussion. It is the same principle upon 
which all actions on the case turn in the courts of justice when a master 
is held liable for injuries done by his servant through an abuse of power 
while executins; the business of*^his employer. In this aj9&ir the sover- 
eign of Great Britain directs her servant, the sheriff, to arrest a party 
if to be found in the colony. The servant goes beyond the colony and 
effects the arrest, to the injury of the citizen of the United States, and, 
by this acty insults the sovereignty of the United States, which is the 

Krolectionof that citizen in his avocation wheresoever he may liwfully 
e. His excellency will disavow the trespass of the officer, and will 
take proper measures to correct him, and he will indemnify Mr. Buck- 
ler against damage from this act. 

You should not permit any citizen of the United States to suffer a 
wrong within your jurisdiction without a prompt vindication of it by 
those steps which are within your power to obtain redress for him. So 
lon§ as Mr. Buckler thought proper to attempt his redress by an appeal 
agamst the sheriff to the British tribunal, it was proper to leave him to 
that course, (as it cannot be doubted her Majesty's government was not 
willingly privy to this violation of Mr. Buckler's rights ;) but when he 
turns to his own government for redress, the case admits of no question 
as to his rights, and I have no doubt it will be immediately adjusted on a 
proper and acceptable basis. 

Mr. Buckler snould make out a claim for his expenses by reason of 
detention by this unlawful arrest, and for a^atr remuneration for losses 
arising from his imprisonment, and for such damage as that imprisonment 
occasioned. You should present this C)r payment. 
Respectfully, &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
To the Acting Consul of the U. S. A.^ Hong Kcmg, 
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Report of number qfvetsds and amount of tonnage moored in Shanghai for 
the year ending September 30, 1853. 



Flags. 


Ships. 


Barqnet. 


T- " ■ 

Brigs. 


SchooD- 
ler . 


Steimers. 


Total oam- 
ber. 


Toanage. 


British... 


34 


31 


4 


15 


10 


94 


35,610 


American . 


48 


9 


1 


3 


1 


62 


41,501 


French.... 


1 














1 


392 


Dutch — 





7 











7 


2.466 


Danish... 





1 











1 


312 


Hamburg. 





3 











3 


648 


Spanish... 








2 








2 


285 


Prussian.. 


2 














2 


1,154 


.Siamese.. 


1 


1 











2 


700 


Swedish.. 





1 











1 


388 


Total ia53 


86 


53 


7 


18 


11 


175 


83,656 


Total 1852 


67 


71 


15 


24 


5 


182 


78,165 



Vesseh-^'Vcar. 

Frigatea. Shi|»a. Briga. Steamers. 

British 10 10 

American 2 2 

French 2 

This report is si^ed by N. Baylies, harbor-master, and submitted to 
his excellency H. Marshall, Uiiited States Commissioner. , 



Mr. Marshall to Yet. 

Legation op the U. S. A., Canton, 
Janvary 11, 1854. 

Sir : The undersigned is instructed by his government to present to 
the Emperor of China additional volumes of** Wilkes's Exploring Expe- 
dition," being volumes 12 and 13, and a Synoptical Index of theLawsof 
the United States. 

These works the undersigned now hands to your excellency as the 
commissioner of the empire for foreign affairs, requesting that they may 
be forwarded to your sovereign in the name of the government "of ibe 
United States of America. 

The undersigned has the honor to be, &c., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
, , Commissioner U. S. A.^ 4^., ^c. 

His Excellency Yee, 

Commissioner and Minister Jor ChinUy 4^., ^v. 



\ 
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Mr. Marthall to YeL 

Legation of the U. S. of America, Canton, 

January 20, 1854. 

Sir: As it is the practice to close the public offices for some days 
prioi to the Chinese New Year, I deem it proper now to advise you of 
my purpose to retire from this legation on the 27th instant, to take the 
steamer of that date for Europe. 

I shall be obliged to your excellency to signify the fact of my retire- 
ment to the government of China, and that my succes^sor, Hon. Robert 
M. McLane, may be expected very shortly to arrive in China as the 
Commissioner of the United States of America. 

Should your excellency find it necessary, after the 27th instant, and 
before Mr. McLane*s arrival,*to communicate with this legation on 
official business, Mr. Parker, the secretary, will be the charge d'affaires 
ad interim. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., &c., 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
His Excellency Yeb, 

Minister and Commisiioner of Foreign Affairs 

/or the Ta Tsing Empire^ 4^c., 4^., Sfc. 



Yie to Mr. Marshall. 

Y66j hereditary marquis of the first grade, governor-general of the 
Liang Kwang, ex officio a president of the board of war, a vice-guardian 
of the heir-apparent, minister and commissioner of the Ta Tsing em- 
pire, has the lionor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 16th instant, of 
the honorable Commissioner's despatch, together with two volumes of 
the Expl')iing Expedition and one volume Synoptical Index of Statutes 
at Large, with request that they may be presented to my sovereign. I 
want an occasion to memorialize his Majesty when it will be conve- 
nient, in behalf of the government of the United States, to transmit 
them. 

Moreover, on the 2lst instant, I also received a despatch informing 
me of the honorable Commissioner's proceeding to Europe, and that 
until the arrival of his successor anything requiring management is to 
be delivered over to Mr. Parker, secretary of legation, charge d'af- 
fnires ad interim, both of which I have perused and fully understand. 
As requisite, I make this reply, and avail myself of the occasion to 
present my compliments, and trust that of late his blessings have been 
u.creasingly tranquil. 

His Excellency H. Marshall, 

Commissioner of (he United Stages of America to China. 

HiENFUNG, Sd year^ 12th month, 29th day, {January 23, 1854.) 
A faithful translation* 
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Feter Parker to Mr. Marshall. 

Canton, January 19, 1854. 

Dear Sir: Among the translations of several documents herewiib 
handed you, I wish particularly to call your attention to the imperial 
edict published in the Pekin Gazette, of the 14th July, 1853. 

This document is of great importance, at this time, from its bearing 
upon the questions which hive excited so much interest not only in the 
East, but also throughout occidental nations, viz : the proper rendering 
into Chinese of the name of the Deity,, or what is the generic term in 
Chinese for God, whether true or false ; one division of the disputants, 
principally English, contending for [Chinese character] Shangti; the 
other, Americans, for [Chinese character] Shin. 

Perhaps no higher authority than that of his Imperial Majesty, fur- 
nished by this edict, can be adduced, and it may not be too much to 
say that with all enlightened and unbiased judges, competent to decide 
in the controversy, it would be suflBcient to place the issue upon the 
use of the character [Chinese character^ Shiuy in this imperial rescripL 
The character appears no less than eight times, and in one instance 
occupies the highest place in the column, which, in Chinese, is de6ni- 
tive of its meaning; it is on a level with [Chinese character] Ktcantiy 
one of the acknowledged and principal gods of China. I have not 
hesitated to render it God, and it is only necessary to substitute, instead 
thereof, the word spirit, and the reductio ad absurdum is most apparent, 
even to scholars unacquainted with Chinese. 

Respectfully and truly yours, 

PETER PARKER- 

His Excellency Humphrey Marshall, S^., ^•. 



Imperial Edict of lith July, 1863. 

Whereas Luh-Ying-Kuh has memorialized the throne, conE>rmabIy 
to uistructions, to make investigations respecting the raising the siege 
of Ho-Nan, and concerning the gods [Chinese character] Shris, of in- 
telligence, who aided and conformed to the Tartar dynasty, "request- 
ing additional hours to be awarded to [Chinese character] Kwanti,* 
and also requesting me to confer new tablets to be placed over the 
doors and in the temples of the different gods, [Chinese character] 
Shris, of the Wmd, Clouds, Thunder, and Rain, together with the god 
[Chinese character] Shris, of the (Yellow) river, &c.," I have ex- 
amined and found that at the time the provincial city of Ho-Nan was 
besieged by the rebels, fortunately we were indebted to Kwan-Ze ll>r 
manifesting his glory by a great thunder-storm, causing all the powder 
of the insm-gents to become damp, and the water in the dykes suddenly 
to rise several chang,t and our troops going out of the city made a biJd 

* One of the deidei of CbiDft. \ k «^bKSk%\& w^i^xc^^^ ^s^fis^at. 
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assault upon the rebels, who, in a state of disorder, dispersed ; and 
when subsequently the insurgent boats at the district of Kang desired 
stealthily to cross over the river, he caused the water in the Hf ellow) 
river suddenly to rise five chang,* and to run so violently that the boats 
were tossed and broken, and a countless number of the long-haired 
rebels were drowned ; and, again, the insurgent boats at Lew-Yurn- 
fer, clandestinely crossing the river, in consequence of the water in 
the river suddenly subsiding, took the ground, so that a great number of 
them were taken prisoners ; for all which I am indebted to the gods 
[Chinese character] SAm, for their majestic protection of me, the Em 
peror, and the imperial heart profoundly venerates and thanks them ; 
and it is just and right to increase and exalt his (Kwanti) titles, in order 
to manifest my reverence ; and, as to all tbit is proper to be done in pro- 
moting his honors, I direct the board of rites reverently to deliberate and 
duly memoriahze me; and, as to the different gods [Chinese charac- 
ter] ShriSf of Wind, Clouds, Thunder, and Rain, together with the 
god [Chinese character] SAin, of the (Yellow) river, I direct that the 
board issue one tablet, with my imperial autograph, to the temple of 
each of these gods [Chinese character] Shris, and deliver them to the 
said governor, (Luh-Ying-Kuh,) respectfully and carefully to put up, in 
order to reward these gods [Chinese character] Shrisy for their pro- 
tection. 

By the Emperor. 

A faithful translation. 

PETER PARKER. 



Memorial to the EmperoTy by his excellency Eleavg : 

I make up this respectful memorial, and, looking up, beseech the 
holy inspection. Considering the request of Marshall, the Commis- 
sioner of the United States of America, to bring a national letter, and 
his desire and entreaty to have an interview with me, to be in con- 
formity to the treaty, upon examination thereof, I have already granted 
his request, having first memorialized the throne, which is on record. 

I, your slave, on the 28th June, commenced my journey from Chang: 
Chow, and on the 1st July arrived at the district of Kwan-Shan, in 
the department of Loo Chow, and Woo Kien Chang, (Samkwa,) cir- 
cuit judge of Loo Chow, Sankeang, and Tae Kang, came to meet me; 
and, according to his statement, said nation hitherto has not given 
much trouble, and the said barbarian chieftain also is not proud and domi- 
neering, and therefore I need not fear to com6 to Shanghai to have an 
interview with him; but apprehensive other nations may imitate and 
exceed the precedent, and a multiplicity of persons coming and re- 
questing to see me, the governor-general, on my recent entrance upon 
the office, in order to obtain distinction for themselves, and as it will be 
difficult to avoid business which may cause excessive delay, and, 
moreover, he was concerned •lest in other respects germs of evil may 

* Fiye dumg equal about 00 fMfc. 
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arise ; but not so if I ordered the said chieftain to come to an interview 
at Kwan-Shan, and thus the subject of an interview can be disposed 
of, &c., &c. 

•Moreover, the said chieftain has addressed me a communication, 
requesting me to appoint a time for a meeting, Sec,, Sec, 

Your slave is humbly of the opinion the expressions of the taoutae 
move in unison with the machinery ; and it is a fact, if he did not 
thoroughly understand the disposition of barbarians, he could not thus 
have expressed himself. I immediately replied to the aforesaid com- 
munication, after which I ordered the taoutae to send a man to inform 
the chieftain that, upon the 4th July, he, the chieftain, should be taken 
in company by the taoutae to an interview at the Kwan-Shan city, Cootoo. 

The barbarian business which he presented, consisted of a natkwal 
letter and a Chinese translation of the same, all of which were under 
close seal, which he in person presented to me to receive, and after 
the lapse of two hours he retired. His language and deportment were 
altogether proper and respectfully obedient. The taoutae also took the 
chieftain's copy of the translation and examined its phraseology, and 
very properly there was nothing in it at variance with the treaty. Bot, 
nevertheless, as the translation of the document within was sealed op 
closely, I could not know to what it might relate, and dared not to 
receive it, regarding it as a true copy. So, after the chieftain bad re- 
tired from the Contoo, your slave, in conjunction with the taoutae, look 
the sealed Chinese translation, and having first opened the seal, care- 
fully compared each character, and found the correspondence between 
them to be exact. 

In my humble opinion the national letter brought by the chieftain is 
in conformity to the formerly imperially ratified regulations, (treaty;) 
and the said nation having recently changed its Commissioner to the 
flowery land, wishes to take the name and surname of the new Com- 
misioner, and send them up for Heaven (the Emperor) to hear, and 
still to beg for amicable relations, and, as usual, to carry on commerce. 
There is nothing in it very trivial or important to be noticed, except 
the statement that he had been appointed and directed to be presents 
to an imperial audience at court. This, seeing the Emperor has not 
been memorialized upon the subject, and granted it to be done, neither 
is it provided for in tne treaty, will be difficult to allow. The ministers 
of each of the foreign dependencies that acknowledge allegiance to our 
d3'nasty, all have their year for bringing tribute ; and the tribute-bearers, 
on arriving at Pekin, first practise the ceremonies of kneeling and knock- 
ing heads ; after which your ministers memorialize your Majesty, and re- 
quest a time to be settled and orders issued for them to fJjllow in their 
order, to be introduced to an audience of the Emperor ; but never has there 
existed a law granting them an audience tri/A the Emperor. And, fur- 
thermore, the United States hitherto has not acknowledged allegiance; 
and finally, they absolutely insist upon equality. The expressions and 
sentiments of the letter, to be sure, are not very haucjhty and proud, 
neither do they manifest servility and crouching. " Yay Lang thinks 
/irrseif important," (may be aippli^d to tltem^) and it is useless to argue 
with them ; and how can we leceVve \iaftax \5afc ^'dxck^ ^^^ fcteim de- 
pendencies, if these diEferenl Bauons ^n^ xvaa Xo ^^ ^^\\«& ^ ^^^m 
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svils? Also it is inexpedient to show them special civftties, giving 
rise to hopes of farther advantages. We have only to exhort them 
respectfully to adhere to the treaty, and, as of old, to carry on free 
trade, gobg and coming for commercial purposes, in order to mutual 
peace and amity. It is unnecessary by a long route to come to Pekin, 
seeing it will thus be practicable to save the trouble of horses and car- 
riages, and also to avoid long delay. But this state of the case your 
slave did not divulge to him beforehand, in order to show that the affairs 
of our dynasty, of every kind, all proceed from the imperial control, 
wbich alone decides them, and that the ministers under your Majesty 
cannot usurp authority. Therefore, at the time of receiving the bar- 
barian letter, I just replied I would immediately memorialize the throne 
in his behalf, and ordered him to return to Shanghai and quietly await 
further intelligence, and did not bring up in conversation the contents 
of this sealed memorial. ♦ 

I now take the national letter which the chieftain brought, and the 
translation thereof into Chinese, and reverently send them up for the 
imperial inspection. 

As to whether it be right or not to grant a letter in reply, and if so, 
what expressions shall oe adopted, I respectfully wait the imperial 
mind to determine. Your slave, stupid and dull of apprehension, 
whether right or wrong in what he has done, as behooves him, rever- 
ently makes up this despatch, and duly memorializes your Majesty, and, 
prostrate, begs the holy glance of your Imperial Majesty, and waits ibr 
his instructions to be made known. 

Your slave, upon the 6th of July, commenced his journey from the 
district of Kwan-Shan, and upon the 7th July returned to Chang Chow, 
which, as in duty bound, he clearly represents. A respectful memorial 
to the throne.- 

P. S. — It is reported the imperial will has been received, instructing 
Eleang to manage the business properly, (i. e., to do what is necessary 
or expedient as to returning an answer to the President's letter.) 

A careful and faithful translation. 

PETER PARKER. 



The complainants of Sze-ma and other towns in the district of Tang 
Kwan hereby set forth : The oppressions we endure are inexpressible ; 
the good and evil are not distinguished. Weeping, we present our 
Complaint to imperial Heaven, and look up to it condescendingly to 
look down upon and save us. Inasmuch as we of the village of Sze- 
^a had among us one Yun-teen-par, belonging to a rebel clan, who de- 
luded the stupid people, collectmg their money and assembling them 
together, our gentry and elders reported him to the district magistrate, 
^ho sent police to arrest him ; but the rebel hearing of this mDvement 
absconded, and we could only take his brother Yan-chang-par and bind 
'lim, and under restraint deliver him up to the magistrate, whereupon 
the said rebel, (Yun-teen-par) from a spirit of revetvgp, <i^V\fc^ ^^nva-^Il 
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hundred and more of the bandits, and strongly oppressing the gcmiy 
and elders, coerced them to deliver up his brother ; and upon the 94 
October a great number of troops, numerous as the clouds, assembled, 
and the rebel again called his companions, and at the Tsoon Tow mar- 
ket resisted the government troops, when the gentry and elders imme- 
diately called the brave men of the village and agreed with the troop 
to surround and take them, causing the rebels upon the night of the 
11th October to flee and retire; and on the 14th October each of the 
gieat high officers led forth their troops to this village, when the gentry 
and elders, in person, went forth to receive them, and volunteered 
within the period of three days to deUver- up Yun-teen pan, and we 
were obliged by this period being granted ; but, contrary to our antici- 
pations, on the 15th, when that time was not yet up, the soldiers re- 
turned and very violently surrounded and closed in our village and 
burnt it to ashes, ancak" inflicted upon us a tiger's cruelty. The troops 
from Chan-chow would yield to no restraint ; all were bent upon plun- 
der and putting to death the good and the evil without distincti<» 
Ah ! pitiable was the fate of the men and women of the whole village, 
of whom in one and the same day more than two hundred and thiity 
persons met with calamity. They have to complain of barbarities that 
reach to Heaven, and their cries and lamentations shake the ground. 
We did not reflect that Yun-teen- pan and his cabal were left still undis- 
persed, but concealed on the mountain-top, whence, beholding the troops 
returning from devastating this village, they might embrace the oppor- 
tunity to pursue and put them to death; but the gentry and elders dis- 
covering this, fearing they might wound the officers and troops, called 
the villagers together and went forth to their rescue, but without suc- 
cess. Alas! alas! that in arresting the rebels, their high authorities 
should not have rewarded the gentry by preserving their lives, and 
that the rebels wounding the^ government troops should result in au 
endless chain of calamities to us. The oppressions we endure are un- 
utterable. We wish to enter our complaint, but there is no door, (i. e^ 
there is no court that will receive the complaint and redress the griev- 
ance. We therefore earnestly beg imperial Heaven to condescend tr) 
look down upon us and grant the saving of our lives. Weeping aiMJ 
wailing we state our grievances. 



From the Pekin Gazette, August 21, 1850. 
Memorial of the Minister Chin Chemcu — Po»tscript. 

On a former occasion I received a communication from the bainl (of 
war) instructing me to make a clear investigation of the number ol 
troops, the commissariat and armies in different quarters, and to make 
out a distinct and separate account of each. I now memoriahze with 
the hope of receiving forced examination of the subject. 

I have examined, and, according to the accounts received, find as 
follows : 

Heang Yang's army compu^a ol xe^i^dXsax Xxoo^ ^wi volunteers 
17,600 men, and there baa V>eexi d\&\i\rc«fedLfct>Joa\x ^i.^\3fifc%.^^^'^^^ 
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and more taels; and, not yet reported, there are expended for travelling 
expenses, 1,700,000 and more taels. 

The army under Ke Shew and Chin Kin Shew consists of 17,000 
troops and upwards, and there has been disbursed for travelling ex- 
penses 1,260,000 taels, exclusive of another grant of 300,000 taels. 

Wei Ching's army, including the transport officers upon the grand 
canal, regular troops and volunteers, altogether 11,000, and first and 
last, in these instances, including what Yangteen Pang (lieutenant gov- 
ernor at Nankin in March) memorialized the Emperor to have 
detained, (at Nankin,) there has been expended 7,081,000 tJiels. 

After I came into the office of commissary, I addressed a despatch, 
requiring investigations to be made as to the estimated public defences 
of Wing Keang, and learned that there had been expended 160,000 
taels; and, furthermore, that Shantung had sent to Loo-chow (ihe north- 
east department of Keongfoo) 100,000 taels; and on a former occasion 
your minister transports on the Grand canal. Yang-teen Pang memori- 
; alizedto have retained 381,000 taels, a large portion of which was to 
be for the use of the volunteer corps, all of which is now nearly 
expended. Again, whether on losing possession of Yang-chow there 
was a balance or deficit of what the said place had decided to be right 
; to employ for the public interest, has not yet been reported to me ; and 
at Hwang Yang, during this month, there has been constant moving of 
troc»ps, the number of which is constandy increasing. The Keiia 
troops are estimated at 2,000, Shing King 4,000, and the Gi-ho 1,000 ; 
and the troops stationed at Suy-yuen and Kwei Hwa to guard those 
cities are 4,000 strong. Ning Hea 500; Mih Yuen 1,000. The Tsing- 
chow (in Shantung) removed from Honan to Keang Nan 1,000, 
Seum Hwa 600, and of the Shantung troops that had returns, Yang- 
E-Tsang, minister in charge of the Yellow river, had appointed 1,300 
to this place. Of the troops that came to Loo-chow to seize and ex- 
terminate the rebels, were 1,000. Besides that originally sent to Shan- 
se to guard the place, together with Sze-gan cavalry, there are also 
those not reckoned whom it was memorialized to detain at Wan, 
(Nankin,) truly an aggregate of more than 18,000 men ; and add to 
these the troops and volunteers originally brought by the minister of 
the Yellow river and Grand canal, 6,000, which make an aggregate of 
24,000 and upwards ; compared with these two armies of Heang Yang 
and Keshan, are one-third larger. Moreover, to the courageous troops 
of the three eastern provinces, and the very important guards resident 
in diffi'fent places, the law gives grain, salt, vegetables, horses, and 
dried provisions, more than twice as much as it allows to the standing 
army ; and of the duties already received there remains only 600,000 
taels; and no matter how economical we are, truly this will not suffice ; 
and as to the state of the rebels at Yang-chow, it is to be considered 
that they are already reduced to the utmost extremities, and may des- 
ignate the day when we shall be able to retake the city, and then we can 
separate and return home shouting the notes of victory. But at Nan- 
kin it is still more necessary to join forces to exterminate the insurgents, 
and in the province of Keang Nan there still remain rebels not entirely 
routed, and from the neighborhood of Keaivg-^\\i\\. ^'^^^'^'^^ ^>5Snsi>5^ 
to immediately withdraw the guards; and\? 'we -wixXV^^J^^ Vissx^ '«xxv^^'^ 
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again to jnemorialize, thus, the daily rations of the regular troops and 
volunteers not being supplied, forced by hunger, they may shift 
to some other course, (i. e. turn rebels.) 

That the treasury is in a very low state, your minister tborougblj 
understood when at Pekin ; but how dare he constantly to be commu- 
nicating to your Majesty, who has neither time to put off his robes at 
night nor to eat ? But I must add, that I think that for the 8,000 
troops originally sent to Shantung, there remains 600,000 (taek?) 
The troops that guarded Shantung have all removed to the province 
of Keang Nan, and, consequently. Shantung province ought to supply 
them. There are only 2,000 Shanse troops, about one-fourth of too^ 
originally sent; and of the remaining duties there must manifestly be 
a large balance. On a former occasion the said province (Shantung) 
borrowed to make up the sum of 300,000 taels, and it is nght the 
board (of revenue?) should furnish from the imperial household treasuiy 
600,000, less the amount borrowed. Exclusive of 100,000 taels wbidi 
were changed and expended for necessary labor on the south bank of ibe 
Yellow river, there remains 200,000 taels, which have been carried to 
the credit of the province of Shantung ; and, right or wrong, I earnestlv 
beg the heavenly favor of your Imperial Majesty to grant this may still 
be disbursed by the commissary of Keang Nan for necessary expenses. 

Again: in the despatch of the board, it is contained that hereafter aD 
the revenues from time to time collected by the superintendent of 
Keang Nan (•* Samkwa " at Shanghai) be carried to Senchow, to be 
transferred to the commissary of the two places (occupied by Heang 
Yang and Keshew) for disbursement. I have examined, and find that 
the custom-houses of Keang Nan are far away at Loo-chow, Sang-cbow, 
and separated by river communications from the city of Loo-cbow 
more than a thousand lee, (330 odd miles,) and that the large army of 
Heang Yang is near to Nankin, and he has received the large sum of 
more than 1,700,000 taels. If practicable, there should be an accom- 
modation in this matter. In the aisbursements of the province near Sen- 
chow there are certainly some items that may be pointed out in which 
it can be done; that is, arrangements may be made for changing 
200,000 or 300,000 taels to be disbursed at Senchow, and thus, from 
the custom-houses of Keang Nan, which are near, the equivalent may 
be taken to the army of Heang Yang. This change will be an accom- 
modation to both Lenchow and Keang Nan ; and, besides avoiding de- 
lay by a circuitous route, it will truly be of great advantage to tb€ 
necessities of the army. As to the Kcsin and Heh Leang Keang offi- 
cers and soldiers, they are mounted men ; and on a former occasion I 
received a despatch from the board of war that it had appropriated 
fifty horses, which had been contributed by Cha-ha-neh, but up to ibn 
day they have not arrived. The Ke-sin troops have successively ar- 
rived in the south, and inasmuch as the province of Keang Nan do« 
not raise horses, we have no means of procuring them. I have ^i- 
dressed the board of war, requesting them to be sent, with all desptA 
to the army at Yang-chow, to supply the urgent demand. 

Everything relating to the army at Yang-chow and Hwae-yan, \^ 
census, the amount o? motveYa, «LTi«ivgja\xietits fo- making an accorofflo 
dation as to the disburseraeIv\a\o\i^m•eL^L^x^^ft.^^'^<^^a%^\>L^^ Cor horses, 
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and all the circumstances thereof, I have thus duly prepared and ap- 
pended to my memorial, which is duly reported, and, prostrate, I beg 
the sacred instructions thereof and instruclions thereon. 

Again: as to the entire commissariat, and everything expended for 
the army, I have made thorough investigations, and find that the three 
provinces of Kwangsee, Honan, and Keangse, have, on a former 
occasion, memorialized and received the imperial sanction to their reg- 
ulations, and blend with this the precedents on the seaboard of Keang- 
fix>, and, with slight modifications of them, let the disbursements be 
made ; and if there be anything that really requires further modifica- 
tions, let them, (Heang Yang and Keshew,) as is proper at the time, 
conjointly manage it. As is right, this I also clearly state, A respect- 
ful memorial. 

The imperial will has been received, and the memorial recorded. 

A faithful translation. PETER PARKER- 



Account of expenditure of means from fund for contingent expenses. 

Paid John Miller's accounts firom 1st of April, 
1853, to 1st of October, 1863 (see his receipts 

as vouchers) £7 6 3 

11 6 10 
^18 11 1 

Paid accounts for expenditures for postage, &c., as ren- 
dered by P. Parker, esq., secretary of legation, to date $115 44 

Paid account for stationery at Shanghai, to H. 

Fogg&Co $16 50 

To Asung, (Chiuaman,) for ruUng paper and 

envelopes 4 00 

To Gesing, (Chinaman,) for binding volume of 

archives 1 75 

22 25 

Paid $119, (Spanish dollars,) at Shanghai, for passage 
on "Lady Mary Wood" to Hong Kong, for which Mr. 
Marshall paid 6s. 8d. to the dollar exchange, he drawing 
on London for the same in his general account. Assu- 
ming 20 per cent, as exchange against Shanghai from 
Canton, leaves 30 per cent, to make the amount here, at 
" present, when drawn, at 6s. Id. (see ticket for passage 

accompanying this account) 142 80 

•Paid for passage money, from Hong Kong, by Macao, to 
Canton, and back to Macao, on public business, and re- 
turning to my residence (see ticket receipted) 21 00 

Total 301 49 
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In Mr. Miller's drafts is £2 6s. 6rf., for which 1 drew, which 
should be charged to my private account for magazines 
sent me -at 4.84 $11 35 

Balance due me 290 14 

To satisfy this balance, and to realize the money here to 
pay above account, I have sold on Baring Brothers & 
Co., at London, draft for ,£73 155. Irf., at ds. Id. 8290 U 

HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
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BRAZOS RIVER, TEXAS, AND SURVEYS OF SAVANNAH RIVER, GEORGIA, 
AND GEORGETOWN HARBOR, SOUTH CAROLINA. 



LETTER 

FROM 

THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 

TRAHSMlTTUrO 

Reports on Surveys of Georgetown harbor^ Sovth Carolina; Savannah 
river ^ Georgia; and Brazos river ^ Texas. 



July 28, 1854.— Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 



War Department, 

Washifigtouy July 27, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a report of the Colonel 
of Engineers, submitting a report and estimate on the improvement of 
the Brazos river, Texas, and reports on surveys of Georgetown harbor. 
South Carolina, and of the Savannah river from Savannah up to Au- 
gusta. 

These surveys have been made in conformity to the act of August 
30, 1852, and the reports received since the last annual report of this 
department was sent to Congress. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFF'N DAVIS, 

Secretary of War. 
Hon. Linn Boyd, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 



Savannah, Georgia, 

June 23, 1854. 
Sir: In compliance with instructions contained in your letter of the 
29th of September, 1862, I have now the honor to report "a survey 
of the river Savannah from the city of Savannah as high as the city of 
Augusta," and to forward the maps necessary to a proper indication 
of the shoals, bars, and other obstructions to the navigation, together 
with an approximate estimate of the cost of improving the channel. 
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General remarks. — The Savannah river has its source in the 
northeastern part of the State of Georgia, in a mountainous rerion, and 
its general course is southward inchning to the east; but the channel is 
a winding one, making its entire length about 460 miles, whereas the 
direct distance is only about 250 miles. The Savannah and its tribu- 
taries drain an extent of country equal |o about 8,200 square miles. 
The portion above the city of Augusta is not navigable for steamboats, 
although a considerable amount of produce is brought down to that 
city in long-boats of a peculiar construction, and suitai>le for passing 
the rnpids which occur at different points. South of Augusta the river 
is navigable for steamboats drawing from five to six feet water, except 
during the low stages of the river in the after part of the summer and 
fall. Then the numerous sand-banks, met witn at various points, have 
not more than three to three and a half feet of water over them. 
These shoals occur most generally in places where the river has an un- 
usual width. 

The river above the city of Savannah is subject to freshets, which 
often overflow its banks, doing much injury to the bordering planta- 
tions of corn, cotton, and rice. As the adjacent forest lands are low, 
many trees and logs are torn from their positions and floated down 
stream, forming rafts, that lodge against the banks and on the shoals 
when the waters subside. These freshets, at times, raise the river op- 
posite Augusta as much as thirty-seven feet above the lowest sumnaer 
level, and a rise of from fifteen to twenty f^et frequently occurs. 

The part of the river embraced by the survey extends from the city 
of Augusta to Savannah, but the most serious obstructions to the navi- 
gation were found to be in the portion nearest the former city. One of 
the most defective parts of the channel, however, is near Herseman's 
lake, which is about one hundred and four miles below Augusta. The 
entire length of river surveyed was two hundred and forty-three miles. 
In conducting the field-work, my most careful attention was given to 
detailed examinations of the worst shoals; all of which are well known 
to the older pilots, and were pointed out to me by them. Intermediate 
sections were surveyed by taking simply the courses, and approxi- 
mately the distances, sounding the channels, and sketching in at the 
same time the form and pecuHarities of the banks. A part of the ad- 
jacent country, for twenty-five miles below Augusta, was found to be 
hilly. Below this all was bottom land, excepting now and then a bluff 
extending for a short distance up and down the river. These bottom 
lands are generally well timbered with ash, cypress, cotton-wood, and 
other trees, and along the higher banks with different varieties of the 
oak and pine. 

The part of the country back from the river, and indicated on the 
general map herewith, was compiled from the best authorities diat 
could be obtained. The currents of the river vary much at different 
points. Along the more contracted parts of the Water-way the velocity 
is sometimes as much as three miles per hour, and in the same sec- 
tions the channel is invariably deep; but in other places an increased 
width reduces the flow to a velocity of not more than a half to three- 
iburths of a mile per \io\ir, and \\. \^ m \.\«i%i^ localities the obstructing 
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sand-banks are formed. The floating rafts of logs and trees most gen- 
erally lodge in the bights, obstructing often the deepest part of the 
channel. 

Names, portions, and descriftions of the most important obstructionSj in the 
order they occur, descending from Augusta, and the works proposed for 
their improvement, unth approximate estimates of t/ieir cost* 

1st. Gardner's bar, opposite the lower part of the city of Augusta^ 
This bar is composed of coarse sand, mixed with some muddy clay, 
and has not more than 2J to 3 feet water over it when the river falls 
to the low summer level. As the river is wide at this bar and above, 
the best mode of deepening it will be to deflect the currents, so as to 
confine the greater volume of water to the centre, and thus scour out a 
deeper but narrower channel. To accomplish this, I would propose to 
construct a iettee, about 300 feet long, just below the bridge, marked F, 
(see map, sheet No. 3 ;) and then, to protect the opposite shore, rebuild 
the old jettee at the point marked G. The waters thus guided would 
scour a deeper channel along the southern edge of the bar. I estimate 
the approximate cost of building these two works to be $6,000. 

2d. Coursers bar, one and a quarter mile below the Augusta bridge, 
is composed principally of sand, and has not more than three teet 
water when the river is low. I will state here that all the soundings 
marked on the charts refer to the ordinary summer level of the river. 
This bar can be improved by the construction of a jettee, marked H, 
(sheet No. 3,j which would throw an increased volume of water di- 
rectly across it. It may be necessary to dredge to some extent along 
the portion of the shofd colored with a neutral tint, as also on a small 
bank projecting from the southern shore of the river at a point a short 
distance above. The dredging over the bar would encourage the flow 
in the best direction, and the jettee would probably insure permanence. 
The approximate cost of improving this bar is estimated at $2,600. 

3d. Blue House bar, seven and a half miles below the bridge, is also 
of sand, with a depth over it of two and a half to three feet. For the 
improvement here I would propose the construction of a jettee at the 
point A, (sheet No. 1,^ and dredge to some extent along the left bank 
Delow, so as to keep tne best water on that side of the river. 
Estimated cost of jettee, $2,200. 

4th. Ca7ioe Cut bar, nine and a half miles below the bridge, is of the 
same character as those already described, (in fact, all the bars in the 
river are principally composed of sand,) and the depth of water is about 
three feet. For its improvement I propose the construction of two 
jettees at the positions C and D, (sheet No. 1,) and to aid the scouring 
action thus concentrated by dredging, if foundf necessary. 
Estimated cost of the two jettees, $2,600. 

6th. Rifle Cut bar, Bugg^s bar, and Alder Patch bar, about eleven 
Tniles below Augusta, occur in a wide part of the river, and can only 
be improved by giving a better direction to the flow of the water, so as 
to give greater concentration over them. For accomplishing this, I 
t>rqpose the construction of a pile and wattle- work, E, so aa \.o^\x^^v^^^ 
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the right bank, and a jettee at F, to deflect the water in greater volume 
to the left bank below. 

Estimated cost of these works, $2,500. 

6th. Twiggs's Upper and Lower bars, about sixteen and a half miles 
below Augusta, have from three to three and a half feet water. For 
their improvement I propose to construct three jettees, one for the 
upper at G, and ttoo for the lower bar at H and J. (See sheet No. 1.) 

Estimated cost of the three jettees, S3,000. 

7th. Ten-mile bar, about twenty-three miles from Augusta, by way 
of the river, may be much improved by removing many logs that have 
lodged in the bight. 

8th. Upper and Lower Silver-bluff bars, about twenty-nine miles below 
Augusta, have sufficient water along their margins if the numerous 
logs now obstructing the deeper portion of the channel were removed 

9th. Buzzard's bar, about thirty-six and a half miles below Augusta, 
has sufficient depth of water, but many obstructing logs should be re- 
moved. (For depth of water over this bar, see sheet No. 1.) 

10th. Demere^s Ferry bar, forty-four and a half miles below Augusta, 
(see sheet No. 2,) can be deepened by constructing a jettee at D, throw- 
ing more water over the bar below. 

Estimated cost of jettee, S2,000. 

11th. Hayne^s cut, forty-eight miles below the Augusta bridge, has be- 
come the best channel, and is used exclusively when the river is low, 
and may be improved by cutting away the point of the bank at E. (See 
sheet No. 2.) 

Estimated cost of cutting away point E, 82,600. 

12th. Flowery gap, fifty-two miles from Augusta, is a point much 
ol)slructed by logs and brush-wood, which shomd be removed. 

13th. BrighanCs Landing bar, sixty-eight miles from Augusta, will 
require the construction of two jettees, confining the flow to a channel 
of less width, (see sheet No. 2,) at the points A and B. 

Estimated cost of the two jettees, $3,000. 

14th. PrescoWs Reach bars, about eighty-six miles below Augusta, 
can be improved by removing logs from the upper, and constructing 
jettee C at the lower. (See sheet No. 2.) 

Estimated cost of jettee, 82,000. 

15th. Burton's Ferry bar, one hundred and one miles below Augusta, 
can be much improved by the removal of an old sunken steamboat, 
and the use of the dredge to some extent. 

Estimated cost of removing wreck, 81,000. 

16th. King's creek and Herseman's lake, one hundred and two and 
one hundred and four miles from Augusta, form the most deflective 
portion of the Savannah river. King's creek is deep, and flows with 
a rapid current, drawing off a large volume of water from the old 
channel. But the creek is so much obstructed with logs, and so crooked, 
that it is not navigable in its present condition. At the same time, so 
mwch water flows through it tnat the river proper is made shoal by the 
accumulation of bars, which obstruct the navigation entirely during the 
Jovver stages of the river, except for boats of the smallest draught. The 
improvement I would ptoTO^e fox \)kv^ \>'ai\. o^ xJaa river is to excavate 
the canals A, B, and C, (^sWl^o. ^."^ ^\Nm^>ici^\£w^>«\^^^^^^^\^^^^ 
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dred and fifty feet ; and to guide the flow of the water, works at D and 
E may be necessary. 

In conducting this improvement, the canals A and B should be exca- 
vated first, and if the increased flow over Herseman'a bar should deepen 
it, which is probable, the canal C and work D would be dispensed 
with. 

Estimated cost of these works, $15,000. 

17th. Sisters' Ferry bars, one hundred and eighty-five miles below 
Augusta, do not offer any serious impediment to the navigation. They 
could be improved by short jettees, or perhaps by (^redging. 

Logs, trees, and brush-wood are found at many points of the river, 
and great improvements may be effected in almost all cases by their 
removal. 

For building the many jettees required, I would use the timber so 
abundant along the banks of the river ; in some instances making cribs 
and sinking them with stone, when it can be had at moderate cost ; in 
other locauties, sinking them with wooden boxes filled with sand. In 
other instances, where the bottom may have sufficient tenacity to hold 
piling, it will be best, probably, to drive two parallel rows at intervals, 
and filling between with fascines made from the brush-wood of the 
adjacent forest, loaded down with stone. Again, wattle-works may be 
used with advantage. 

In all cases it will be necessary to raise the top of the jettees only to 
the level of summer river, or at most only a few inches aoove. Shore- 
marks should be established, so as to point out their positions during 
freshets. 

For removing the logs and falle* trees a boat of small draught will 
be required, with machmery for cutting ; and the same motive-power 
used lor this machinery can be applied in dredging. 

Such a boat, with machinery, will cost, say $20,000 

To work the boat for one year, will cost, for one captain, one 

assistant, and six men 3,000 

For fuel, 720 cords, at S3 2,160 

For subsistence for eight men 600 

Cost of jettees and other works 28,700 

Cost of cutting canals 14,600 

Contingencies and unforeseen expenses 1,040 

Making the approximate estimate for improving the Savannah 

river from the city of Savannah to Augusta. 70,000 

The maps sent herewith are as follows, viz : 

1. General map of the Savannah river fi-om Augusta to Herse- 
man's lake ; scale TToinr* 

2. Three sheets, giving maps of the bars and shoals, numbered 1, 
2, and 3 ; scale TToirzr* 

Which is respectfully submitted. 

J. F. GILMER, 

Captain of Engineers. 
General J. G. Totten, 

Chief Engineevy Washington city. 
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Fort Johnson, Charleston Harbor, S. C, 

Jwie 10, 1854. 

Sir : I have the honor to send, herewith, a chart of Georgetown har- 
bor, exhibiting the result of the survey made in fulfihnent of the ap- 
propriation law approved August 30, 1852. The chart is on two 
sheets. 

It will be seen, by reference to the sheet giving the soundings at the 
mouth of the river and over the bar, that there are four channels of eo- 
trance, viz: The main Ship channel; the Southest Pass; the New 
channel, and the Point channel. The first three-named channels have 
about seven feet at low water, and as the rise of the tide is about yimr 
feet and a halA the draught that can be carried in at high water is cfccoi 
and a half feet. The Point channel is constantly changing, and cannot 
be relied on for commercial purposes. 

The main Ship channel has changed in position within a few years, 
having moved to the south and west. It formerly passed along the 
dotted line shown on the chart, crossing over what is now nearly the 
centre of the ** Great Dry breaker," part of which is dry at low water. 
About a year previous to the survey, according to the evidence of all the 
pilots, this channel, from the northwest buoy to the northeast one, was 
straight, or nearly so ; it is now quite crooked, the *' Raft Tree shoal^^ 
having extended much to the southeast, while the Great Dry breaker 
has been making to the northwest. 

The Southeast Pass is more direct, and as the depth of water is about 
the same as in the main channel, a large proportion of the vessels resort- 
ing to the harbor use this entrance. 

The New channel furnishes the shortest passage to the deep water of 
the ocean, and is thought to be improving in depth. This tendency of 
the New channel to deepen could be aided by the construction of a 
jettee extending out at light angles to the eastern shore-line of North 
island, from a point near the southern end of the island. Such a work, 
however, would have to be of great length, and could only be built at 
a heavy outlay. The jettee would catch the sand that is now con- 
stantly thrown into the New channel by the action of the flood tide; it 
would, at the same time,. confine a greater volume of the ebb to the 
channel, thus tending, for a two-fold reason, to give it greater depth. 

For the proper positions and number of buoys neeoed for marking 
out the different channels, I will refer the department to Lieutenant J. 
N. MaflStt's report to the Light-house board. 

After passing above the light-house and North island, the channel 
divides — one is called the PVest channel, the other the Marsh chamd. 
The latter is not much used, for the want of buoys to mark it out with 
precision ; the former keeps near the shore, and is more easy of navi- 
gation. 

Which is respectfiiUy submitted. 

J. F. GILMER, 

Captain of Engineers. 

General J. G. Totten, 

Chief EngiTieerf Washington city. 
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Indianola, April 1, 1854. 

Str : I have the honor to submit the following report of the survey 
of Brazos river: 

The low-water navigation of the Brazos river extends as far up the 
river as Washington^-400 miles by water from the mouth. 

Ninety miles below Washington is found one of the serious obstacles to 
low-water navigation, viz : Shoals of a species of soft transition sand- 
stone ; Cooper's shoal 66 miles below this ; 59 miles below this, Ran- 
den's ; and 25 miles below this one, Thompson's shoal, all of the same 
character — ledges of soft rock crossing the river and extending down 
its bed, requiring about two feet excavation through them to give depth 
sufficient for the low-water boats. 

The snags to be removed as far down as Thompson's are trifling — 
not more than two months' work with the snag-boat would be required. 
Below Thompson's, there are two places requiring heavy snagging, 
but for short distances only. Tide-water extends 60 miles up the river, 
making the mouth more an arm of the sea than a river. For im- 
provement of the bar at the mouth, I see no other way than that adopt- 
ed by the Towboat Association at the mouth of the Mississippi. 

Estimate of improvement. 

Snag-boat and apparatus , $12,000 

Six months' employment, snagging, $1,500 per month 9,000 

Making channel through 1st shoals 5,000 

Making channel through Cooper's 4,000 

Making channel through Randen's 6,000 

Making channel through Thompson's 3,000 

Contingencies 5,000 

44,000 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. H. STEVENS, 

Lieutenant U. S. Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. J. G. Totten, 

Chief Engineer, Washington city, D. C. 
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SAN JUAN DE NICARAGUA. 
MESSAGE 

FROM THI- 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

TRANSMITTING 

Reports in reference to the destruction of San Juan de Nicaragua. 



JgLT 31, 1864. — ^Referr^cLto the Committee on Foreign Afiain, and ordered to be printed. 



To the I^ouse of Representatives : 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
S8th instant, requesting information in regard to the destruction of San 
Juan de Nicaragua, [ transmit reports from the Secretaries of State and 
of the Navy, with the documents accompanying them. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

Washington, July 31, 1864. 



Navy Department, July 29, 1864. 

Sir : In compliance with the resolution of the Senate ot the United 
States, dated 28th inst., I have the honor to transmit, herewith, copies of 
»il orders or instructions issued to Commander Hollins, in command of 
^e United States sloop-of-war Cyane, and all the information in this 
department touching his recent action at San Juan. 

X am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

J. C. DOBBIN. 

The President. 
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Navy Department, June 10, 1854. 

Sir : The government has recently received intelligence that the 
interests of our countrymen require the presence of a national vessel at 
San Juan or Grey town, and from your experience in that region, and 
confidence in your energy and prudence, and in pursuance of the 
wishes pf the President, the department has^concluded to direct that 
you proceed with the Cyane to that port so soon as she can be My 
ready for ^he cruise. . . ^ 

The property of the American citizens interested in the Accessory 
Transit Company, it is said, has been ijnlawfully detained by persons 
residing in Grey town. Apprehension is felt that further outrages will 
bjB cdbmitted. Our minister, Mr. Borland, has been treated with 
rudeness and disrespect. 

You will, however, learn from Mr. Fabens, commercial agent al 
Greytown, more particularly the conduct of those p)eople, and the views 
of our goyernpient, which have been communicated to him from the 
State Department. You will consult with him freely, and ascertain 
the true slate of the facts. Now, it is very desirable that these people 
should be taught that the United States will not tolerate these outrages, 
and th3.t they have the poiyer and tl^e determination to check them. It 
is, however, very much to be hojfed that you can effect the purposes of 

Jrour visit^without a resort to violence and destruction of property and 
OSS of life. The presence of your vessel will, no doubt, work much 
good. The department reposes ipuch in your prudence and good sense. 
Former despatches have acquainted you with the pecuhar political 
position of this town, and of the relations of our government to it 
You will remain there no longer than you may deem necessary, as it is 
a warm and unhealthy climate. You will advise the doparftnent of 
your movements, and after leaving Greytown you wiU touch at Pensa- 
cola, and receive orders from Commodore Newton there, if not earlier, 
»& you will constitute a part of his squadron. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C DOBBIN. 
Commander George N. Holltns, 

Commanding U. 8. ship Cyane, New York. 

^ \^: 



Navy Department, June 12, 1854. 
Sir: Enclosed herewith you will receive a copy of a communica- 
tion from the Department of State to Joseph W. Fabens, esq.. United 
States commercial agent at San Juan del Norte, dated 9th of June, 
1864. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. DOBBIN. 
Cofpman4er George N. Hoi^uns, 

Cpmn^anding U* /S. ship Cyane^ New York. 
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U. S. SHIP CvANE, {at anchor y) 
Harbor of San Juan del Norte^ July 15, 1854. 

Sir : Herewith I have the honor to submit for your consideration 
copies of several communications that have accrued during my stay in 
this port, as marked in the accompanying schedule : 

A. — A communication bearing date July 11, addressed to Joseph W, 
Fabens, esq., commercial agent of the United States. 

B. — ^His reply thereto, dated July 12, 1854, with two communications 
enclosed, one marked A 2, bearing date June 24, 1854, the other 
marked B 2, dated July 11, 1854, setting forth the demands of the 
government of the United States against the town of San Juan 
del Norte. 

C. — A communication bearing date July 12, 1854, addressed to Mr. 
Fabens, acknowledging the receipt of the preceding, enclosing a 
proclamation (marked D 2) to the inhabitants of San Juan, and 
offering him assistance to remove the archives of his office, &c. 

D. — A communication bearing date Greytown, Mosquito, 12th of July, 
1854, from Commander JoUey, of her Britamiic Majesty's 
schooner " Bermuda." 

E. — A reply, of the same date, to the preceding. 

F. — A communication from Mr. Fabens, dated July — , 1854, asking a 
conveyance of his official and personal eSects to the United 
States. 

G. — ^A reply thereto, of the same date, acceding to his request. 

H. — A communication to the Navy Department, containing a general 
statement of proceedings, &c. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, &c., your most obedient 

servant, 

GEO. N. HOLLINS, Commander. 
Hon. J. C. Dobbin, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washingtony D, C. 



A. 

U. S. SHIP Cyane, 
Harbor of San Juan del Norte^ July 11, 1854. 

Sir: I am directed by the Hon. J. C. Dobbin, Secretary of the Navy, 
by an order bearing date June 10, 1854, to communicate with you 
in reference to the action taken by tiie people of San Juan del Norte upon 
certain demands made upon them by the government of the United 
States for outrages committed on the property of the Accessory Transit 
Company and the person of Mr. Borland, our niinister to Central 
America. • 

Be pleased to inform me if the result of the demand has heen of such 
a character as to accord with the purport of your instructions. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

GEO- N. HOLLINS, Commander. 

JosBPH W. Fabbns, Esq., 

[/. S. Commercial AgmU San Jvan dd NorU* 
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B. 

U. S. Commercial Agency, San Juan del Norte, 

July 12, 1854. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter o* 
yesterday. In reply, I have to observe that, in accordance with instrur 
tions from the Department of State at Washington, bearing date June 
3, 1864, I notifiea the people of San Juan del Norte that the United 
States government would demand of them payment for the property 
feloniously taken by and with their countenance and consent from the 
Accessory Transit Company, and all damages suffered and to be suf- 
fered by the said company in consequence thereof. ^^ I further renewed 
the demand already made by the said company for outrages committed 
upon their property in March, 1853. To this notice and demand (copy 
of which I herewith annex, marked A 2) no ofiicial reply has been given. 
But I have incidentally learned that the people .of the town have fully 
decided not to accede to any demands of the Transit Company or govern- 
ment of the United States, as reparation for wrongs by them committed. 
A second demand for satisfaction was made yesterday evening, (copy 
herewith annexed, marked B 2,) which is now in the hands erf the peo- 
ple. I learn from the late acting mayor that the demand for redress 
therein made will not be complied with. 

As regards the insult offered to Mr. Borland, our minister to Central 
America, I have to inform you, that So far from any apology having been 
offered by the town or its authorities, or any steps having been taken 
to bring the perpetrators thereof to justice, the chief actors and instiga- 
tors are now in undisputed possession of the town, its arras and am- 
munition, and they, the people of the town, are thus virtually coun- 
tenancing and approving the indignity to the present moment. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH W. FABENS. 

Geo. N. Hollins, 

Commandtr of U. 8. ship Cyane, now in harbor of San Juan. 



A 2. 

Commercial Agencv, United States op America, 
San Juan del Norte^ Nicaragua^ June 24, 1854. 

To those now or lately lyretending to and exercising authority in San Juan 

del Norte : 
Gentlemen : I am instructed by the government of the United 
States at Washington to notify you that the said government will re- 
quiie of the pretended 'authorities ."of the town of San Juan del Norte 
restoration of or payment for the property brought within the territo- 
ries over which they assume to exercise authority,*^ as set forth in pro- 
test of Mr. Scott, general agent of the Accessory Transit Company, 
Jated May 12, 1854, " and aV\ damaig&a «vi^\»!L\\feftL V3 vWlt outrageous 
conduct ia preventing the aavA com^axx>j ^oixx T^^^^^^i\w^\\s^^\sr 
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I do therefore hereby demand of you immediate restoration of the 
aforesaid property. I am not prepared to put an estimate upon 'It at 
this moment, or to name the amount of damages suffered by the Tran- 
sit Company in consequence of your outrageous conduct towards their 
agent and employes while endeavoring to retake possession of the 
sanne, and upon subsequent occasions connected therewith. It is ex- 
pected that for this, as well as for their conduct in o her respects 
towards American citizens, the people of the town will be prepared to 
afford redress in a satisfactory manner. There is likewise an out- 1 
standing claim of the Accessory Transit Company versus the acting 
authorities of San Juan del Norte for the sum of $8,000 dollars, as a f 
remuneration for the loss sustained by the company in con sequence of i 
the destruction of their building on Point Arenas, in the month of March, f 
1853, by the said acting authorities, which claim was duly presentecif 
by Abraham Banker, agent of said company, on the 25lh of June, 1S5'J 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH W. FABENS, 
United States Commercial Agent. 



B 2. 

Commercial Agexcy, United States of America, 

San Juan del Norte, Nicaragica, July 11, 1854. 

To those now or lately pretending to and exercising authority in, and to the 
people qfy San Juan del Norte: 

Gentlemen: On the 24th ultimo, in accordance with the instructions 
of the government of the United States of America, I notified you that 
the said government would require of you immediate reparation for the 
property belonging to the Accessory Transit Company, which was 
stolen from the said company and received by you, as specified in my 
letter of that date, as well as for all damages suffered by their agents 
and employes while endeavoring to repossess themselves of the same. 
I have now, acting in concert with Commander Hollins, of the United 
States ship Cyane, at present in this harbor, to demand of vou imme- 
diate payment of the sum^of sixteen thousand dollars, which has been 
adjudged to be the proper sum for you to pay for the said property and 
the gross outrages perpetrated by you upon the persons of American 
citizens, as set forth in protests of Mr. Scott of the 12th May last, 
copies of which have already been served upon you. 

There is likewise a claim of the Accessory Transit Company versus 
the acting authorities of San Juan del Norte ifor the sum of eigh 
thousand dollars, as specified in my letter to you of the 24th ultimo 
This you will be likewise expected to pay forthwith. 

For the indignity offered to the United States of America in the con- 
duct of the authorities and people of this town towards their minister. 
Mr. Borlanc^ while recently in this place, iyo\K\w% &Wc\. oS. ^\n.^>^^^^> 
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{promptly made, and satisfactoiy assurances given to Commander Hol- 
ins of future good behavior on the part of the said authorities and 
people towards the United States and her public functionaries, who 
may in future be here, will save the place from the infliction which its 
late acts justly merit. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH W. FABENS, 

United States Commercial Agent, 



\ 

\ United States Ship Cyane» 

Harbor of San Juan del NortCy July 12, 1854. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of this date, in reference to the unsuccessful result of the de- 
mands of the government of the United Slates upon tl^ town of San 
Juan del Norte. 

It is with deep regret I find myself compelled, in obedience to my, 
orders, to make use of the force at my command for the purpose of en- 
forcing the demand of our government, and obtaining that reparation 
fo justly due for the outrages committed. 

Enclosed I have prepared a proclamation, setting forth my determi- 
nation, and the cours^ 1 shall pursue, which will be posted in the public 
places of the town as you may designate as proper. 

Any assistance you may require for the purpose of removing the 
archives of ihc commercial agency, &c., will be furnished at your re- 
quest. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. N. HOLLINS, 
Commander. 

Joseph W. Fabens, esq., 

United States Commercial Agent j San Juan. 



D. 

PROCLAMATION. 

To all men to whom these presents shall come, or to whom they may concerti 

greeting: 

Know ye, that whereas certain gross outrages have, at sundry times, 

been perpetrated by the "authorities" (so cgJled) and people of San 

Juan del Norte upon the persons and property of American citizens at 

that place and vicinity, and whereas a serious insult and indignity has 

been ofTered to the Dmled ^\.a\e% \tv \>ae ecstAyiKX ^S. >icyfc ^lii^. authorities 

and people towards Mt. Bot\axvd, \imVed. ^va\s:^ mwas^et \^ ^^sss?^ 
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America, for which outrage and insult no indemnity has been given, 
and no satisfactory reply returned to denaands already made : 

Now, therefore, I, George N. Hollins, c^Jrrmander of the United 
States ship of war Cyane, by virtue of my instruQlions from the United 
States government at Wasnington, do hereby ^lemnly proclaim and 
declare, that if the demands for satisfaction in* the matters above 
named, specified in the letter of Mr. Fabens, United States commercial 
agent, dated 11th instant, are not forthwith complied with, I shall, at 
9 o'clock a. m., of to-morjow, 13th instant, proceed to bombard the 
town of San Juan del Noftte aforesaid, to the end that the rights of our 
country and citizens may be vindicated, and as a guarantee for future 
protection. 

GEORGE N. HOLLINS, Commander. 

U. S. SHIP " Cyane," 

Harbor of San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua^ 9 a. »i., July 12, 1S54. 



D 2. 



.^ 



Her Majbstv',? schooner Bermuda, 

CrreytoiQn, Mosquito, July 12, 1854. 

Sir: After due deliberg^li^ upon the Communication which I this 
morning had the honor to redAve from you alongside her Majesty's 
schooner under my command, I considel* it my duty to enter my most 
solemn protest against the course you then intimated to me that you 
intended to pursue towards the city of Greytown. 

The inhabitants of this city, as wcU^ the houses and property, are 
entirely defenceless and quite,.at yourfmercy. I do therefore notify 
you, that such an act will be without precedent among civilized nations; 
and I beg to call your attention to the fact that a large amount of 
property of British subjects, as well as others, which it is my duty to 
protect, will be destroyed; but the force under my command is so 
totally inadequate for this protection against the Cyane, I can only enter 
this my protest 

I have the honor to be,^j:r', yourobcJient servnnt, 

'^ ^^ W. D. JOLLEY, 

Lieut, and Commandant. 

Commander Hollins,^' 

U. S. ship of vxir Cyane* 



E. 

United States ship Cyane, {at anchor,) 

San Jtuin del Norte^ Nicaragua, July 12, 1854. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of this date, and sincerely regret you should feel yourself ne- 
cessitated to protest against the action I ami about, tjo \ak& \w.\^^^\v\» 
the city of Ssui Juan del Norte. 
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The people of San Juan del Norte have seen fit to commit outrages 
upon the property and persons of citizens of the United States after a 
manner only to be regarded as piratical, and I am directed to enforce 
that reparation demanded by my government. Be assured I sympa- 
thize with yourself in the risk of English subjects and property under 
the circumstances, and regret exceedingly the force under your com- 
mand is not doubly equal to that of the ** Cyane." 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

GEO- N. HOLLINS, 

Commander. 

W. D. JOLLEY, 

Lieutenant and Commandant H. B. M. schooner Bermuda. 



F. 

Point Arenas, July 14, 1864. 
Sir : In view of the existing state of affairs at San Juan del Norte, 
the place ot my late official residence, I have the honor to inform you 
that my further presence at that port is no longer expedient or possible, 
and would respectfully ask of you permission to remove the archives 
of my consulate to your ship for safe-keeping, and conveyance for my- 
self, my official and personal effects, to tne United States, that I may 
co-operate the more fully with yourself in placing our government at 
Washmgton in possession of the details of the recent proceedings in 
this vicinity. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOS. W. FABENS, 
United States Commercial Agent. 
Geo. N. Hollins, Esq., Commander U. S. ship Cyane. 

Harbor of San Juan del Norte^ Nicaragua. 



G. 

United States ship Cyane, {at anchor,) 

San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua, July 14, 1S54. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of this date, asking for the removal of your official and per- 
sonal effects to the sliip for safe-keeping, and for your conveyance lo 
the United States. Under the circumstances, I feel assured the inter- 
est of the government will be subserved, and I therefore cheerfully 
extend you an invitation to make the ship your home for the passage. 

The condition of the Cyane and her crew, from the unhealthiness of 
the climate, renders her departure from this port desirable at the earliest 
moment. 
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Assistance to remove your effects, &c., on board, wiil be placed at 
your disposal, af your request. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, &c., 

GEO. N. HOLLINS, 

Commander. 
Jos. W. Fabens, Esq., 

Commercial agent of the United States^ Point Arenas, Nicaragua. 



H. 

United States ship "Cyane," {at anchor,) 
Harbor of San Juan (Id Norte, Nicaraguu, July 16, 1854. 

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this port on the 11th 
instant, after a tedious passage of twenty-two days. Qi the 28lh ulti- 
mo, when off the " Bermudas," the ** small-pox," in its most virulent 
form, made its appearance on board in the person of one of the crew, 
who is now in a precarious condition. The usual measures have been 
taken to prevent, if possible, the extension of the disease, which I hope 
may prove successful. 

Immediately on my arrival I communicated with Mr. Joseph W. 
Fabens, the representative of the United States at this place, and deliv- 
ered into his hands the despatch forwarded through me from the Hon. 
W. L. Marcy, Secretary ot the Department of State, of which I had 
been honored with a copy. After due consultation with Mr. Fabens, 
I learned the demand by him, made by order of the State Department | 
upon the town of San Juan, had^not only been treated with contempt, -r 
but threats of future violence toward American citizens and property ' 
were publicly made, if an opportunity should offer. Aft^r due delib- 
eration, it was thought expedient to make a final demand upon the 
inhabitants for an indemnity for injuries sustained by citizens of the 
United States, and for an apology of a satisfactory character fqr the 
insult recently given to Mr. Borland, our minister to Central America. 
In accordance with this decision, Mr. Fabens was directed to commu- 
nicate with the agents of the Transit Company, and determine upon 
the amount of indemnity commensurate with their losses; and the sum 
of sixteen thousand [dollars] was agreed upon as the smallest sum ^.^ 
admissible under the circumstances, which, with a previous demand 
already made of eight thousand, made the sum total of twenty-four 
thousand dollars. From my knowledge of the injuries, &c., sustained, 
and the future detriment to the company, &c., this sum seemed to be 
no more than just ; and I directed Mr. Fabens to make a last appeal 
to the people of San Juan before decisive measures were taken. This 
was done on the afternoon of the 11th instant, as will be seen in his 
communication dated the 12th instant, (B) with its contents in answer 
to mine (A) of the day preceding. 

As the result of the demand was ^entirely unsatisfactory, in my 
answer (C) to Mr. Fabens to his commuuVcaUoivA exvO^Q^^\Ms\'^^"^'^ 
of a proclamation (D) to the people oi lYie lo^xv^^\v\Q;^^^^^^'^'^^^^^ 
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the most public places and perused by all. Shortly ^fter, on the morn- 
ing of the 12ih, as an earnest of my intentions as set forth ih the proc- 
lamation, at the request of Mr. Fabens, a guard of marines and seamen, 
under the command of Lieutenants Pickering and Fauntleroy, were 
ordered on shore to secure the arms and ammunition, as an evident 
disposition was existing among the people to make an improper use 
of them, and also to assist and protect Mr. Fabens and others in lie 
removal of their property. 

This duly was' quickly performed by the oflScers of the command, 
and the arms, &c., deposited on Point Arenas, in charge of the agent 
of the Transit Company, to await future disposition. At the same time, 
foreigners generally, and those favorable to the United States, were 
notified that a steamer would be in readiness on the morning of the 
day of the bombardment, to convey such as were disposed to a place 
of safety. 

Commander and Lieut. Jolley,of her Britannic Majesty's schooner Ber- 
muda, at anchor in this harbor, was also notified by me, in person, of my 
intentions on the morrow, and a tender of assistance was made to him 
for the purpose of removing any property or persons of Great Britain. 
This offer was met by his communication (D 2,) and responded to as in 
my letter E. Agreeable to promise, a steamer was sent to the town 
at daylight on the morning of the 13th, to assist such as were disposed 
to take advantage of the opportunity. A few only accepted the prof- 
fered assistance, and were conveyed to Point Arenas; the majority of 
the inhabitants, either from fright, or a wish to set at defiance the 
threats made against the town, had left, or were willing to remain and 
risk the consequences. I had hoped the show of determination on the 
part of the ship would, at this stage of the proceedings, have brought 
about a satisfactf ry adjustment of he differences in question ; but a 
total disregard and contempt toward the government of the United 
States determined me to execute my threats to the letter. 

At 9 a. m., on the morning of the 13th inst., our batteries were 
opened on the town with shot and shells for three-quarters of an hour» 
followed by an intermission of the same time, when they were opened 
again for half an h9ur, followed by a second intermission of three hours. 
At the expiration of this interval the firing was recommenced, and 
continued for twenty minutes, when the bombardment ceased. The 
object of these several intervals in the bombardment was, that an op- 
portunity to treat and satisfactorily arrange matters might be furnished 
the inhabitants of the town. No advantage was taken of the conside^ 
ation shown them, and at 4 o'clock p. m. a command under Lieuts. 
Pickering and Fauntleroy was sent on shore with orders h^ complete 
the destruction of the town by fire. The property of Mr. De Barwelli 
a Frenchman, was directed to be exempted from destruction if possiblci 
as I had learned he had protested, and held himself aloof, as far as pos- 
sible, against any co-operation with the town's people, or pretended 
authorities of San Juan. The town was thus destroyed, for the greaur 
part, in the short space of two hours. No lives were lost, although an 
attack was made by an armed party on the command of Lieuts. Pick' 
ering and Fauntleroy ; but oxv vV\^ N^e^ \i€\xv^\^\.wm.ed^ the attackii^ 
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party fled. The shots were returned more for the purpose of frighten- 
ing than destroying life, and had the desired effect. 

The execution done by our shot and shells amounted to the almost 
total destruction oi the buildings; but it was thought best to make the 
punishment of such a character as to inculcate a lesson never to be for- 
gotten by those who have for so long a time set at defiance all warn- 
ings, and satisfy the whole world that the United States have the power 
and determination to enforce that reparation and respect due them as 
a government in whatever quarter the outrages may be committed. The 
Royal mail-packet " Dee" arrived in the harbor during the conflagra- 
tion of the town, but left immediately, taking with her in tow her 
Britannic Majesty's schooner " Bermuda ;" thus leaving the English 
subjects referred to in the communication of Commander Jolly without 
any assistance, should it be required. No communication from Com- 
mander Jolly, of the " Bermuda," was made with the " Cyane" prior 
to his departure ; but I am informed he carried with him a number of 
the principal participators in the outrages that have been committed 
by the town of San Juan, and among them the former mayor, a "Mr. 
Martin. 

I shall, in accordance with the order of the department, leave this 
place immediately for Boston direct, being satisfied the department will 
sanction this course — taking into consideration the application of Mr. 
Fabens, (F,) the present unseaworthy condition of the " Cyane," and 
the condition of tne crew, favorable to the development of fever by a 
protracted stay in a warm climate at this early season of the year. 

I have incidentally learned that the remains of Purser Ashmun, in- 
terred at this place some two years since, have not received that atten- 
tion a decent respect for the dead would seem to demand, and I [have,] 
therefore, taken the liberty to exhume them for transportation to the 
North, being satisfied the step will be gratifying to the friends of the 
deceased, and will meet with the approbation of the department. 

Permit me to call the attention of the department to the handsome 
and orderly manner in which the officers and crew of the ship I have 
the honor to command have executed all orders and duties assigned 
them during our recent difficulties ; none could have done better. 

I may also refer to the attention and kindness of the agents of the 
Transit Company toward the ship, and such unfortunates of San Juan 
as were worthy of their hospitality and kindly oSers. 

Trusting the course I have pursued in relation to the affairs of this 
place, and. my intention of proceeding direct to the north, may meet 
with the unqualified approval of the department, I will bsing my com- 
munication to a close, respectfully asking orders, in company with Mr. 
Fabens to Washington, on the announcement of the arrival of the ship 
by telegraph. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, &c., your most obedient 
servant, 

GEO. N. HOLLINS, Commander. 

Hon. J. C. Dobbin, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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To the President of the United States: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 28th instant, requiting the President, 
if not incompatible with the public interest, to furnish that House any 
official information which may have been received by the department 
relative to the destruction of Greytown, (or San Juan del Norte,) by 
Captain HoUins, in the United States vessel Cyane ; and also that the 
President be requested to furnish to the House copies of instructions 
given to Captain HoUins relative to the demand for satisfaction which 
was made, m the name of the United States, upon the authorities of 
Greytown, (or San Juan del Norte,) before the bombardment and de- 
struction of that place, has the honor to lay before the President the 
papers mentioned in the subjoined list. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. L. MARCY. 

Department of State, 

Washington J July 31, 1854, 



List of papers accompanying the report of the Secretary of State to Ae 
President, of July 31, 1854. 

Mr. Borland to Mr. Marcy, (with accompaniments,) May 30, 1854. 

Mr. Marcy to Mr. Fabens, June 3, 1854. 

Same to the same, June 9, 1854. 

Mr. Fabens to Mr. Marcy, (with accompaniments,) May 15, 1854. 

Same to the same. May 30, 1854. 

Same to the same, June 16, 1854. 

Same to the same, July 15, 1854. 



Mr. Borland to Mr. Marcy. 

Washington, May 30,^1854. 

Sir: Having arrived in this city from my mission in Central Ameri- 
ca, I beg leave to submit the following statement of occurrences, which 
I regard as important, and ask for it your early consideration. * 

Enclosed herewith, and marked A, is a printed slip, cut by roe from 
a New York newspaper, which purports to be a statement of those oc- 
currences, prepared by the oflScers of the steamer ** Northern Light," 
and which I find to be correct in all material particulars. I present it 
in lieu of any separate statement of my own, and adopt it as such. 

Enclosed, also, marked B, I hand you a copy of the agreement made 
by me with the persons I employed to remain at Punta Arenas as a 
guard over the persons and properly of our citizens. 

In addition I deem it proper to remark, that although I was person- 
ally cognizant of the conduct of Captain Smith, for which^lje was 
charged with murder, and 6o\]LgV\v. \o Vie ^^cte^ted by the so-called au- 
tborities of San Juan or Gteyto^u^ aivd. ^^AV?9»\\3k<y« '^sx^^ ^^^'klV^ ^^ 
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decidedly of opinion that he was justifiable in all he did, the question 
of his guilt or innocence did not enter into the considerations for which 
I interposed to protect him. He was a citizen of the United States; 
and the persons who sought to arrest, and claimed the right to punish, 
hini, were not recognised by the United States as a government j>os- 
sessed of the right, or invested with the power, to exercise jurisdiction 
over any portion of Central America, or to determine any question in- 
volving the persons or property of our citizens. 

This ground I was not only authorized but required to assume, as 
well by the precedents of interposition to protect our citizens at the 
same place, and against the same persons, heretofore directed and 
sanctioned by our government, as by the special instructions under 
which my mission was undertaken. Besides, even supposing the so- 
called authorities of San Juan or Grey town to be a government in- 
vested with the rights and powers I have denied over the territory em- 
braced within their town limits, they certednly had no jurisdiction over 
that portion of the territory upon which the obnoxious act of Captain 
Smith had been done, as that was, although on the north bank, yet 
some ten or twelve miles above the mouth of the San Juan river. Sc' 
ofifthe place where his arrest was attempted — ^Punta Arenas — on the 
south bank of the San Juan river, and the opposite side of the bay from 
San Juan or Grey town. The act, then, of Captain Smith, whether 
criihinal or not, was done within the territory of Nicaragua, and for it 
he is amenable to Nicaragua alone, if to any authority. And the place 
of his attempted arrest — Punta Arenas — is territory in dispute between 
Nicara^a and Costa Rica, so that no legal process, civil or criminal, 
could rightfully be executed there, unless by authority of one or the 
other of those powers. 

It will be observed that at one moment I resorted to a threat of 
violence to repel the armed men of San Juan from the steamer. I 
with it to be distinctly understood that I did this from no impulse of 
passion, nor with the expectation that my threat would have to be ex- 
ecuted, though if unheeded it would have been. 

My course was adopted from a conviction of its necessity as the only 
mode then at my choice to prevent a collision which could hardly have 
ended without the destruction of many lives. 

It is true that the mayor, (Siguad,) came to me and disavowed the 
acts of those who arrested and assaulted mfi. But it is equally true 
that he presided at the meeting in the station-house, (Iron hall,) in 
^hich it was proposed (by Martin, the ex-mayor) and resolved to ar- 
rest me ; that the authorities took no steps to prevent it ; and that the 
^rmeJ men who arrested me were composed, mainly, of the police 
guard of the town, and were armed with the muskets of the corpora- 
^on. Their leader declared that he came by order of the mayor to 
^iTest me. 

From the best information I could obtain, the population of San 
Juan, or Greytown, numbers about three himdrea, of all sorts, and 
^onsists of a few Englishmen, Frenchmen, Germans, and men from the 
Suited States, but mainly of negroes from Jamaica, and some natives 
^f the Mosquito shore. There are also some two or three natives* 
ftt)m the interior of Nicaragua. When 1 leacYiedL \!tva\. ^\^c:^\^^\.'^^^^- 



14 H. Doc. 126. 

lember, the number of negroes was much smaller than at present 
This number has been increased, as I am informed, by recent arrivals 
from Jamaica ; until now, they constitute the majority, and exercise 
the greater influence. At the last election and corpoi*ate organization, 
no American (except one mulatto man from New Orleans) was in- 
cluded. 

Of these people, I am informed that some seventy-five to one hun- 
dred can be mustered for military service, and they have in their pos- 
session three brass cannon— one 18-pounder and two 12-pounders— 
and some two hundred muskets. With the exception of a few per- 
sons, these people own no property, and have no ostensible means of 
livehhood. 

In their anomalous condition, without a government which any civi- 
lized nation recognises; indeed, occupying, by usurpation, territory 
which our government recognises as belonging to Nicaragua, being 
persons, almost without exception, of notoriously bad character, some 
of them discharged penitentiary convicts and refugees fi*om justice, 
habitually manifesting evil dispositions towards our citizens, and in- 
dulging those dispositions to the injury of persons and property, when- 
ever they are not restrained by* force, I am unable to regard themin 
any other light than as pirates and outlaws, upon whom punishment, 
to the extent of extermination, may be rightfully inflicted by any hand • 
that has the power ; and, in my opinion, the interests of good govern- 
ment and humanity impose the auty upon any oSended party of in- 
flicting such punishment in a. manner at once summary and effective. 
Heretofore when these persons have committed their lawless acts upon 
our citizens, the armed hand of our government has been interposed, 
not to punish for the past offence, but only to prevent its threatened 
repetition. As a consequence, as soon as the restraining force was 
withdrawn, the offence was repeated. Until now, they have got to 
believe that restraint for the time, and not punishment, is the worst 
they will have to suffer for their worst acts. When I warned them of 
the consequences of their bad conduct, they boldly told me they in- 
tended to do as they pleased, and were reckless of consequences. 

Under these circumstances, and informed by our commercial agent, 
Mr. Fabens, as also by Mr. Scott, the agent of the Accessory Transit 
Company, who has under his care many thousand dollars' worth of 
property, that in view of ihe evil dispositions of those persons, as mani- 
fested for some time past in a state of high excitement, they did not 
consider that the persons and property of our citizens would be safe, 
after the steamers had left, unless protected by an adequate force, 1 
deemed it my duty to employ the services of the men, as set forth in 
the printed slip, and the agreement enclosed, in order to afford that pro- 
tection. As these circumstances are, so far as I am informed, without 
precedent, so, I presume, is the course of conduct I pursued under 
them. What I aid I found to be necessary, and believed to be right. 
I therefore assumed the responsibility, not doubting that it would be 
approved by my government. 

It will be observed that the compensation I agreed to pay is large— 
that is, it would be considered so under ordinary circumstances; but, 
under the circumstances ot t^e uui^ ^xv^ ^^^^^^^^<^\g the fact that 
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the men employed were our citizens, who had been long from home, and 
were anxious to return, some of them being half-way the voyage, I do 
not think the amount can be deemed unreasonable. The refunding 
passage money, provided for in the agreement, was superseded sub- 
sequently by the stipulation in the postscript — ^to pay fifty dollars in 
addition to the one hundred first agreed upon. The reason for adding 
the fifty dollars was the difficulty I found in getting the requisite number 
of men, after a few had enlisted, lor the hundred. Without this addition, 
I could not have made up the number. The free passage home is still 
provided for by the agreement of the Transit Company to receive the 
tickets for the remainder of the trip. 

An additional item of oicpense, the amount of which could not be 
ascertained at the time, ana which I do not yet knftw, is the cost of 
arms to supply a portion of the men. These purchases I authorized 
the agent of the Transit Company to make. The subsistence of the 
men will be furnished on account by the agent of the company. If the 
service shall continue longer than one month, the rate of compensation 
for the additional time will be $100 a month. 

I expressed the confident opinion to the men employed that they 
would not be detained longer than one month ; and I promjsed that 
they should be paid, through our commercial agent, when their services 
expired, at Punta Arenas. For this opinion and promise I confidently 
relied upon the approval and co-operation of my government. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SOLON BORLAND. 



( A. ) 

Arrival of the Northern Light — Serious trouble at Nicaragua — Arrest of 
Mr. Borland^ United Stales minister. • 

The purser of the steamer, by authority of Captain Churchill, fur- 
nishes the following report of extraordinary proceedings at San Juan, 
involving the arrest of Mr. Borland, the American minister. The purser 
says: 

On the evening of the 16th instant, the river steamer Routh, Capt. 
T. T. Smith, arrived at Punta Arenas, and was lying alongside the 
Northern Light to deliver her passengers. About dusk, while the pas- 
sengers were passing from one steamer to the other, a bungo, having 
on board some twenty-five or thirty armed men, mostly Jamaica ne- 
groes, headed by a mulatto man calling himself the marshal, came 
over from San Juan or Greytown, and ranged up alongside the steamer 
Routh. The so-called marshal, accompanied by several of his armed 
men, jumped on board the steamer, and announced their purpose to 
arrest Captain Smith, by virtue of a warrant from the mayor of Grey- 
town, upon the charge of murder. Captain Smith refused to be ar- 
rested, and armed himself for resistance. 

At this stage of the proceedings Mr. Borland, the American minis- 
ter, who was at the time on board the NoilYvettilA^v^^^^ xsjSaxxsNa^ 
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of what was going on. He immediately went on board of the Roath, 
where he found a crowd of persons, among them a number of the armed 
men from the bungo, in a high state of excitement. The marshal, with 
his men, was attempting to arrest Captain Smith; and the latter, stand- 
ing at the cabin-door, was keeping them at bay. Mr. Borland at once 
intef posed, telling the marshal that no authority recognised by the 
United States existed at Greytown to arrest, or in any way to interfere 
with, an American citizen, and ordered him to withdraw his men from 
the steamer, and go away. The marshal proposed to exhibit the 
mayor's warrant, under which he was acting. This Mr. Borland de- 
clined to examine. 

After some hesitation, the marshal announced his purp)ose to with- 
draw, as advised by Mr. Borland. While this was going on, and 
before the marshal and his men had left the steamer, much excitement 
was manifested among the men who had remained on board the bungo; 
loud, threatening language was used by them, and brandishing their 
weapons, several at once rushed on board the steamer. At this mo- 
ment Mr. Borland, taking a rifle from the hands of a bystander, stepped 
over the railing upon the guards, warned the men in the bungo to keep 
off, and at their peril not to put a foot on the steamer. Upon this, the 
movement towards boarding the steamer ceased, and in a few minutes 
the marshal and his men returned to the bungo, and she returned to the 
opposite side of the harbor. 

About dark, Mr. Borland, accompanied by Mr. Scott, a son of the 
agent of the Transit Company, on board of one of the boats of the 
Northern Light, went across the hgurbor to San -Juan, or Grejtown, to 
visit Mr. Fabens, our commercial agent. Soon after arriving there, Mr. 
Borland heard that at a meeting of the people of the town, held at the 
Station house, presided over by the mayor, it had been proposed, and 
seemingly agreed to, that he (Mr. Borland) should be arrested. In a 
few minutes the execution of this proposition was attempted. A loud 
l^nocking was heard at the lower doors of Mr. Faben's house, and upon 
his going to ascertain the cause, a body of men armed with muskets, 
consisting in part of the regular police of the town, and headed by a 
Jamaica negro, inquired for Mr. Borland, and declared their purpose to 
arrest him. 

Mr. Borland, bearing this, went down stairs, confronted these men, 
and demanded their business with him. Their leader informed him 
they came by order of the mayor to arrest him because of his prevent- 
ing the arrest of Captain Smith. Mr. Borland then repeated to them 
what he had said to the marshal about their want of authority, &c., 
and inquired of them if they were not aware of his exemption from 
arrest in his capacity of minister of the United States. To this they 
answered, they cared nothing for all that, but that they had come to 
arrest him, and meant to do it. He then warned them of the serious 
consequences to themselves and to all concerned with them if they pro- 
ceeded to the extremities they proposed. They replied that they knew 
the consequences, and were prepared to meet them. 

Mr. Borland said to them that they must proceed at their peril, and 
calied several gentlemen, wYvo ^exe m ^n xrg^r room, to come down 
and be witnesses of the ibieaveued ^s^^m^x xx^-aXivccw. ^!^Y^\5L>ij^^ 
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leader of the armed force called Mr. Martin, (ex-mayor,) as if for the 
purpose of consultation, and Martin not answering, they went off a little 
from the door in the direction where, from their manner, they expected 
to find him. 

About this time, Mr. Borland still standing at the door, the mayor, (a 
Frenchman,) came up and said these proceedings had been without hig 
order and authority ; and while the conversatioft was going on, some 
one from the crowd threw the fragments of a broken glass bottle, which 
struck Mr. Borland, and slightly wounded him in the face. The par- 
ticular person who threw this missile was not recognised, as the night 
was dark, and a crowd in the porch and about the door. Soon after 
this blow was inflicted upon Mr. Borland the crowd dispersed. 

Mr. Fabens, the commercial agent, procured a canoe and passed the 
harbor to the Northern Light, to make known to Captain Churchill, and 
the passengers, the state of affairs on the other side. A meeting was 
held, at which it was agreed to send a committee of three gentlemen to 
consult with Mr. Borland as to the best steps to be taken ; these gen- 
tlemen, with Mr. Fabens, proceeded in one of the steamer's boats to the 
town, but upon approaching the shore they were hailed by a number 
of armed men, who fired one gun over the ooat, and threatened to fire 
into them if they attempted to land, and this although informed that 
Mr. Fabens was on board, and desired to go to his consulate. Thus 
forcibly prevented from landing the boat returned to the Northern Light. 
During the night the town was occupied by armed men, whose senti- 
nels were stationed between the American consulate, where Mr. Bor- 
land was, and the harbor, challenging all who attempted to pass, 
preventing boats from landing or leaving the shore, and thus keeping 
Mr. Borland a prisoner all night. 

The next morning he procured a boat, and returned on board of the 
Northern Light, when he^ was informed by Mr. Fabens, our comtnecial 
agent, and Mr. Scott, the agfent of the Transit Company, of the violent 
and lawless disposition manifested by the people of San Juan. They 
did not deem the persons and property of our citizens safe fronl aggres- 
sions, or even destruction, in the absence of force sufficient to protect 
them. Mr. Borland, concurring in this opiiiion,«alled a meeting of the 
passengers, and proposed to engage the services of fifty men to remain, 
and afford the necessary protection, until our government, infotmed of 
the state of affairs, should send a proper force for the purpose. 

The requisite number of men volunteered, and were organized, 
under the command of Crawford Fletcher, esq., formerly from Ten- 
nessee, and now on his return from California- 
Mr. Fabens, our commercial agent, has taken up his abode under 
their protection, and Mr. Borland embarked on board the Northern Light, 
to proceed forthwith to Washington, to lay this matter before the gov- 
ernment. 
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(B.) 



PuNTA Arbnas, May 17, 1864. 

The undersigned agree with Solon Borland, United States minister 
plenipotentiary in Central America, to remain at Punta Arenas, on the 
narbor of San Juan del N(Mle, as an armed guard, to be duly organ- 
ized, until he can havfi them relieved by the orders of the United States 
government. The compensation to be one hundred dollars a month— 
a full month to be paid for, even if the service shall be of shorter do- 
ration ; subsistence and quarters, and a free passage to either of the 
ports of New York or New Orleans, at the expiration of the service- 
that is to say, the proportion of passage money already paid from 
Punta Arenas to New York or New Orleans shall be refunded. Pay- 
ment of the cash compensation to be made at the expiration of the ser- 
. vice. The purpose of this service is the protection of the United 
I States commercial agent aiid agency, and of the agent, agency, and 
i employes of the Accessory Transit Company. 

P. S. In addition to the above cash compensation, fifty dollars wiD 
be paid to each of the undersicfned. 

^SOLON BORLAND, U. S. Mmoter. 



George Hasner, 

John Brown, 

A. S. Caleb, 

Timothy Yard, 

James H. Smith, 

Robert Johnston, 

Benjamin F. Flake, 

William Hipnell, 

Daniel Rouse, 

Perry^Lanphere, 

James Bell, 

Robert C. Dunlap, 

Josepfi Piaies 

Paul ^rowh, 

George W. Hubbard^ 

John !prown, 2d, 

George W. Armory, 

R. St^r, 

J. A. Hatch, 

Crawg)rd Fletcher, (comm'der) 

William H. Thompson, 

Henrj^Long, 

Samuel Williams, 

D. Simpson, 

Patrick Mahony, 

John Antonio Nachin, 



James B. Stringham, 
William Gay, 
Michael Dawself, 
William Kemer, 
Charles Tobin, 
Henry Jacobi, 
Henry M. Crane, 
Robert Hall, 
John Manning, 
Sandford Wintermui© 
John O'Neil, 
August Marcebe, 
.John Chanady, 
Eli Eisenharts, 
Charles H. Fifield, 
Erastus Thayer, 
William Jacobi, 
Peter Sneider, 
H. Laager, 
Barton S. Muekey, 
J. Bennett Sawtell 
Jacob Perrer, 
R. Degroot, 
Steven D. Clerland, 
James Bickey. 
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Mr. Marcy to Mr, Fabens. 

Department of State, 

WashivgtoTiy June 3, 1854. 

Sir: I presume an order will be sent out by the steamer which will 
leave New York on the 5th instant for San Juan, to discharge the men 
•who were employed by Mr. Borland for the protection of the life and 
property of American citizens at that place.* One of our armed vessels 
-will be ordered to visit San Juan. The conduct of the people there 
towards our citizens has attracted the attention of this g^^vernment, and 
will not be passed unnoticed. The inhabitants of that place will be 
expected to make reparation for the wrongs and outrages they have • 
committed. The case stated in your communication to this Depart- 
ment of the 15th ultimo, (No. 8,) presents a wrong which requires im- 
mediate reparation. As the pretended authorities of the town have 
volunteered to protect those wno had stolen the property of the Acces- 
sory Transit Company, when brought within the territories over which 
they assume to exercise authority, they will be held responsible to the 
amount thereof, and to make due reparation therefor. You will lose 
no time in notifying them that this government will require a restora- 
tion of, or payment for, the property taken to their town, and all dam- 
ages sustamed by their outrageous conduct in preventing the company 
from repossessing itself of it. In other respects, their conduct has been 
such towards our citizens as to require the interposition of this govern- 
ment for obtaining redress, and it is expected the people at that place 
will be prepared to make it in a satisfactory manner. '^' shall commu- 
nicate with you more fully on this subject by the opportunity which 
will be afforded by the national ship about to be sert to San Juan. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY. 

Joseph W. Fabens, Esq., 

U* 8. Commercial Agent at San Juan de Nicaragua. 



Mr. Marcy to Mr. Fabens. 

Department of State, 

fVasfnngton, June 9, 1854. 

Sir : Commander Hollins, of the United States navy, will immedi- 
ately proceed in a national ship to San Juan de Nicaragua, for the 
purpose in part indicated in my communication to you of the 3d in- 
stant. 

The rumor which has just reached here embarrasses the government 
in indicating the course which it will be proper for him to pursue o» 
arriving at that place. It is said that the pretended political and civil, 
authority at that place is dissolved. Should this prove to be true, there 
will be no organized body upon which a demand for redress can be 
made, or from which a proper indemnity for injuries or insults can be- 
received. But the individuals wbo Vvave Yat^Ac\^^^.^^\^^.'^^^sSs^52C^^ 
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of the wrongs cannot escape from responsibilities resulting from tbc 
conduct of the late political organization at that place. 

You were instructed in my former letter to notify the people of Sad 
Juan to repair the injury they have caused to the Accessory Transit 
Company oy withholding from it the properly which had been sldeii 
and taken to San Juan, and by protecting the persons who were guilty 
of the felony. It is hoped that the town will have adjusted that matter 
to the entire satisfaction of the company; and in that way Commander 
HoUins will be relieved from the disagreeable necessity of taking any 
nction in regard to that subject. You will, on the arrival of Comman- 
der HoUins, explain to him what has been done in that matter. 
- Mr* Borland, our minister to Central America, has represented to 
this government that, while recently at San Juan, he was insulted by 
the authorities or people of that place. An indignity offered to the 
nation, as well as to him individually, cannot be permitted to pass un- 
noticed. If done by order of the authorities of the place, they myst 
answer for it in their assumed political character. Nothing short of an 
apology for the outrage will save the place from the infliction that such 
an act justly merits. It is expected that this apology will be promptly 
made, and satisfactory assurances given to Commander HoUins of future 
good conduct towards the United States and public functionaries who 
may in future be at that place. 

If the outrage was committed by lawless individuals without the 
authority or counivance of the town, then it is clearly the duty of those 
who exercise the civil power at San Juan to inflict upon them exem- 
plary punishment. The neglect to bring them to justice is assuming, 
on the part of the nominal magistrates there, the responsibility for the 
acts of these individuals. Jn such a case, not to punish is an implied 
sanction of the acts of the transgressors. It is hoped that the author- 
ities will be prepared to satisfy Commander Hollins that they have 
done what was incumbent on them in the way of bringing the oflenders 
to punishment. 

You will confer freely with Comin^ler Hollins, and furnish him 
with all the information you possess in relation to the condition of things 
at San Juan. 

1 am, sir, respectfuUv, your obedient servant, 

/ W. L. MARCY. 

Joseph W. Fa bens, Esq., 

U. S. Commercial Agent at Sun Juan del Norte. 



Mr. Fabens to Mr. Maraj. 

Commercial Agency, United States op America, 

San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua, May 16, 1854. 
SiiR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of flag and arms 
of the United States for this agency, per steamship " Star of the West," 
on the 2d March last. 

I have also to acknowledge receipt of your despatch, dated March 
Slf granting me leave of absence tor six weeks, agreeably to my re- 
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quest, and it is my present intention to leave per steamship ** Northern 
Light" on or about the Ist proximo. 

Since my last despatch (No. 7) of 3d March, there have been some 
matters of difference between the people of this town and the Accessory 
Trajisit Company of Nicaragua. Mr. Joseph L. White, agent of the 
company, left here on the 17th of March, without having effected any 
settlement of existing difficulties between the company and the town. 
Before leaving, he gave instructions to the captains and pursers of the 
steamships to pay no more port charges at San Juan del Norte, and 
take no letters or other packages or freight for, and have no communi- 
cation of any nature whatever with, the people of said town. Ij^is 
proceeding, on the part of the company, exasperated much the people 
of the town. 

The ground taken by the company in this matter was, that the terri-|J 
tory which they occupied, known as Point Arenas, was held by them by | 
virtue of their charter from Nicaragua, and was a portion of that State;) 
that their steamships did not come within the jurisdiction of ihe muni-| 
cipal authorities of San Juan del Norte, and were consequently not tol 
be held liable for any port charges levied by the authorities of that town.l 
On the 15th of April an election of town officers was held,* which 
resulted in the choice of an administration supposed to be friendly to 
the transit company, and prepared to settle all differences with the 
said company upon the terms set forth by Mr. White while here. 

But on the evening of the 6th instant a disturbance took place upon 
the shores of the harbor, the details of which are luUy , and as I believe 
correctly, set forth in the accompanying document, marked A, and on 
the evening of the 6th instant, another and more serious difficulty oc- 
curred, which is correctly described in docunient B. The facia set 
forth in these two protests of Mr. Scott, general agent of the Accessory 
Transit Company of Nicaragua, are substantiated by depositions taken 
before me of several of the employes of the company. The point of 
contention between the parties is, as will be seen, the right of jurisdic- 
Won on the part of the municipal authorities of San Juan del Norte over 
Point Arenas. 

Since the occurrences described in the above-named documents, 
affairs have gone on quietly. On the 12th, Mr. Scott appeared in 
court that his bail might not be forfeited, but declined contesting the 
case, having already protested. After a brief examination of the per- 
son presenting the complaint, he, Mr. Scott, was discharged. The 
tiialofSloman will take place on the 20th instant, when, as he ac- 
knowledges the offence with which he is charged, he will probably be 
condemned to pay a few dollars fine and cost of court. 

I have brought this matter to your notice, because I believe that^ 
^ntil affairs are surranged between the Nicaragua Transit Company and 
^he town of San Juan del Norte, or until the question of sovereignty 
^ver this town and the territory of Point Arenas is settled, there can 
^ no permanent tranquillity or well-being on either side. I do not 
^Pprehend that any serious disturbances wUl arise for the present; but 
* ^na, nevertheless, of opinion that the frequent visits to one UiL^h^it ^t 
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vessels of war of the United States will exercise a beneficial influence 
upon the interests of all concerned. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOSEPH W. FABEN8. 
Hon. William L. Marcy, 

Secretary of State of the United StaUs, WoihingUm, D. C. 



# Commercial Agency, United States of America, 

San Juan del Norte^ Nicaragua. 

By this public instrument of protest be it known unto all men — 

That on this 12th day of May, A. D. 1854, personally appeared 
Joseph N. Scott, agent of the Accessory Transit Company of Nica- 
ragua, who, being duly sworn, did solemnly depose and say : 

That on the evening of Friday, 6th inslant, at or about the hour of 
11 p. m., William Creighton, mate of the steamer "H. L. Bulwer," 
belonging to the aforesaid Transit Company, being at that time at the 
said company's station at Point Arenas, did observe four men in ihe 
act of loading a yawl boat, belonging to the said company^ with Ine^ 
chandise, and suspecting something wrong in consequence of the late- 
ness of the hour, did thereupon notify the deponent of the fact. The 
said Creighton recognised the aforesaid men as Robert Reed, J. Ma- 
graw, and two others, names unknown, but all at the time, or previ- 
' ously, employes of the said company. 

The deponent immediately proceeded to the spot, but the boat was 
at some distance from the beach at the time of his arrival. He hailed 
the boat, calling upon the said Reed by name to come back ; the par- 
ties in the boat made no reply, although they were within easy hailing 
distance, and their voices were heard from the shore apparently ex- 
horting one another to push on. 

He, the deponent, finding that no attention was paid by the men in 
the boat to his command, at once despatched a second boat, manned 
by William Creighton, Robert BuUis, and William Sloman, all em- 
ployes of the said Transit Company, in pursuit. 

The boat that first left the afoiesaid Point Arenas shaped her course 
fpr the city of San Juan del Norte, and, arriving there before the 
second boat, a portion of the men succeeded in leaving her before the 
pursuers reached the spot. One man, the aforesaid Reed, was found 
m the boat, and, while resisting the attempts of the aforFsaid Sloman 
to secure him, he was struck upon the head by the said Sloman. 

The said Sloman, after knocking the man Reed into the water, at- 
tempted to shove the boat ofi' shore, and, while in the act of so doing, 
the soldiers lirom the station-house threatened to fire on him ; thus 
compelled, the said Sloman returned to the shore with the boat. In 
the mean lime the men who had escaped from the first boat look refuge 
in the station-house. 

He, the deponent, dol\v ^utvVvei ^^cA^xw^^ ^^^^^ ^^^cvd say, that the 
yawl boat above described, tog&x^et Vv&v >icv^ \sv^\^^>\^\^ ^^j«sk^ 
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consisting of flour, corn-meal, &c., was the property of the aforesaid 
Transit Company, and was stolen firom the said company as above 
described, and that it was in the attempt to recover said property, and 
secure the persons of the offenders, that the above specified difficulty . 
occurred. ^ 

Soon after the occurrence last described above, Mr. Hutchinson, 
clerk of the aforesaid Transit Company, acting under the orders of the 
deponent, accompanied by three men, arrived on the spot, and finding 
the stolen boat on the bleach, jumped into her with his, the said Hut- 
chinson's, men. The said Hutchinson then attempted to shove off the 
boat, and was ordered by a policeman with a musket to stop ; but no 
attention being paid to this order, the man dropped his musket and 
called on the crowd to assist him in taking possession of the boat, 
which, being the strongest party, they succeeded in doing. The said 
Hutchinson then observing F. Diezman, "captain of the port of San 
Juan del Norte," called upon him, the said Diezman, to deliver over 
to him, the said Hutchinson, the aforesaid boat, agreeing at the same 
lime to leave in his, the said Diezman's, charge the merchandise therein 
until the following morning, ihat it might then be identified, with the 
express understanding that this property was not to be in any other 
way disposed of until such examination was made. The said Hutch- 
inson, together with the aforesaid Sloman, BuUis, and Creighton', 
having the three boats in charge, then left the port of San Juan afore- 
said on their return to Point Arenas. 

On the following morning, 6th instant, the said Hutchinson returned 
•to San Juan with the said Creighton, to identify the aforesaid pro- 
perty, in accordance with the agreement made with the said Diezman, 
as above described. He, the said Diezman, had not the property in 
charge, but said he had handed it over to the marshal. Tne said 
Hutchinson then accompanied the said "marshal" to a house, in the 
open yard of which were some articles which he, the said "marshal,'* 
asserted were the goods in question. The said Hutchinson, finding the 
agreement made between himself and the said Diezman above de- 
scribed had been thus violated, and seeing that the flour and other ar- 
ticles taken by the aforesaid Reed, Magraw, and associates, were miss- 
ing, and that the wife of the said Magraw was apparently in charge 
of the goods, declined making any examination of the same, and left 
on his return to the point aforesaid. 

On the same morning, 6th instant, A. Siguad, mayor of San Juan del 
Norte, issued a warrant for the arrest of the aforesaid William Sloman, 
charged with assault and battery upon the person of the aforesaid Robert 
Reed, which was received by the said Sloman from the hands of the said 
marshal. The said Sloman, being in the employ of the aforesaid 
Transit Company, requested to communicate with the deponent, agent 
as aforesaid, under whose orders he had acted. The said marshal 
then accompanied the said Sloman to the office of the deponent, and 
the deponant replied to the demand of the said marshal that, according 
to the views ot the company which he represented, ihe authorities 
of San Juan del Norte held no authority or jurisdiction over the ter- 
ritory known as Point Arenas, and thai be s\vow\d uox. ^^\\s\\sl^^ -ox^^^ 
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of the said Sloman by theiri, except it was effected by fbrce and under 
protest. Upon which the said marshal departed. 

On the afternoon of the same day the said marshal returaed, accom- 
panied by an armed force, when the deponent permitted the taking of 
the said Sloman, protesting verbally against the act at the time, and 
notifying the said marshal of his determination to send in likewise his 
written protest to the authorities of San Juan del Norte at his earliest 
convenience. 

Now, therefore, the deponent, for and in behalf of the afore^id 
Transit Company of Nicaragua, doth hereby publicly and solemnly 
protest against the authorities of San Juan del Norte and their pro- 
ceedings, as above described, in the assistance rendered by them ia 
harbonng the aforesaid Reed, Maeraw, and associates, and receiving 
the goods stolen by them, the said Keed, Magraw, and associates, to the 
great detriment of the Transit Company aforesaid, and in sending an 
armed force to the territory known as Point Arenas, ih Nicaragua, 
now .occupied by the said Transit Company, by virtue of their charter 
from Nicaragua, as a gross and unjustifiable outrage upon the property, 
as well as the rights and privileges, of the said Transit Company, and 
will hold them, the authorities aforesaid, responsible for all losses, dam- 
ages, costs, charges, and interests which are or may be occasioned by 
the same. 

JOSEPH N. SCOTT, Agent. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, on the day and year first above 
written, 

JOSEPH W. FABENS, 
United States Commercial Agent. 

United States Commercial Agbnct, 
San Juan del Norte^ Nicaragua. 

, I hereby certify that the foregoing protest is a true copy from the 
record book of this agency. 

|- A In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand and seal of 
Li"8-J office, this 16th day of May, 1S54. 

JOSEPH W. FABENS, 
United States Commercial Agent. 



B. 

Commercial Agency, United States of America, 

San Juan del Norte^ Nicaragua. 
By this public instrument of protest, he it known unto all men : 

That on this twelfth day of May, A. D. 1854, personally appeared 
Joseph N. Scott, agent of the Accessory Transit Company of Nicara- 
gua, who, being duly sworn, did solemnly depose and say : 

That on the 6th instant, William Sloman, an employe of the afore- 
said Transit Company, was taken by force, and under protest of the 
Jeponent, from Point Arenas, \tv ^'vcaxa^M'a.^ a^d carried to the city of 
San Juan del Norte, by peiaoiia c\i\m\\\^v^\i^\xi^Ki^^<i^^^ 
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the protection of the Mosquito flag. On the evening of the same day, 
he, the deponent, did proceed to the city of San Juan aforesaid, for 
the purpose of making an attempt to obtain the discharge of the said 
Sloman from custody, he being a man whose services were of great 
value to the aforesaid Transit Compaay at the time being. While at 
the station-house, in company wiih J. W. Fabens, United States com- 
mercial agent, after having obtained the discharge of the aforesaid 
Sloman under bond, he, the deponent, was declared a prisoner, and 
held to an examination relative to a charge preferred against him by 
the marshal of the city, of having, while at Point Arenas, objected 
to the taking of the aforesaid Sloman therefrom by the authorities of 
the city of San Juan del Norte, on the ground that the said author-. 
ities had no authority or jurisdiction over the said point. The depo- 
nent was then held to bail for his appearance for trial .'within six days 
from that date, (6th instant,) which being furnished by the United States 
commercial agent aforesaid, he was released. 

Now, theretore, he, the deponent, doth hereby in his own behalf, as 
a citizen of the United States of America, as well as in behalf of the 
Accessory Transit Company of Nicaragua, publicly and solemnly pro- 
t€st against the aforesaid authorities of the city of San Juan del Norte, 
for the commission of the above described outrage, and will hold them 
responsible for all losses, damages, costs, charges, and interests, which 
are or may be occasioned by the same. * 

JOSEPH N. SCOTT, Agent. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, on the day and year first above 
written. 

JOSEPH W. FABENS, 
United States Commercial Agent. 



United States Commercial Agency, 

San Juan del Norte^ Nicaragua. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing protest is a true copy from the 
record book of the agency. 

r ^ In lestimonv whereof I hereunto set my hand and seal of 
l^' s-J office, this 15th day of May, 1864. 

JOSEPH W. FABENS, 

United Stales Commercial Agent. 



Mr. Fahcm to Mr. Marcy. 

[No. 9.] Commercial Agency, United States of America, 

San Juan del Norte^ May 30, 1854. 
Sir: Since my last despatch. No. 8, dated May 15, 1854, accompa- 
nying protests of the general agent of the Accessory Transit Company 
of Nicaragua, very serious difficulties have arisen, growing out of an 
attempt made by the people of this town to seize the laet^ovi q»C vVsr. 
American minister in uentral America, Mr. 'Boi\ax\^,N<\\^<ei a^\\\^\fc- 
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turn to the United States. This extraordinary measure was under- 
taken, as I am informed, in consequence of the ground taken by the 
minister, that the people now occupying this town had no jurisdictioii 
over Punta Arenas, or the steamers of the Transit Company. Yoo 
have, doubtless, before this rec«ved full details of this affair firom Mr. 
Borland himself, and I will merely state briefly the facts in the caae, as 
they fell under my own personal observation. 

On the evening of the 16th instant, at about the hour of 6 p. m., Mr. 
Borland arrived at my house. He informed me that a native boatman 
had been shot upon the river by the captain of the steamer in whick 
he, Mr. B., was a passenger; that upon arriving in our harbor, an armed 
force boarded the steamer, and demanded the person of the said cap- 
tain ; that he, Mr. B., told them they had no authority or iurisdictioo 
in the matter, and that he should not permit the captain to be arrested 
by them. While we were conversing upon this subject, informati(m 
was brought by a friend that the authorities of San Juan had decided 
upon the arrest of the American minister, and in about five minutes 
time an armed force, of some six or seven lyien, mostly, it appeared, 
Jamaica negroes, with muskets in their hands, drew up in front of the 
consulate, and in a very excited manner demanded the American min- 
ister. I proceeded to the door, and while endeavoring to learn more io 
detail the character of this movement, Mr. Borland himself came for- 
ward. He spoilt to the group (at this time, in addition to the six or 
seven men with muskets already mentioned, there were some thirty 
or forty others, principally blacks fi-om Jamaica and San Domingo, and 
all in a state of intense excitement) in a calm and dignified manner; 
asked them if they were aware of the consequences of these proceedings, 
&c. To which reply was made, that they were fully aware, and had 
been prepared to die smce 4 o'clock, p. m. Mr. Borland then spoke to 
me apart, requesting me to leave immediately for the steamship North- 
ern Light, lying in the harbor at the time, and if possible return with aid. 
As I left the house in obedience to this request, a fragment of a broken 
bottle was thrown at Mr. Borland, striking him in the face, and draw- 
ing blood therefrom. I will here add, that I never saw a more infuriated 
mass of human beings than were on that occasion in forcible posses- 
sion of the consulate ; and so great was the excitement in town against 
the Transit Company, from the moment when the information of the 
death of the above-mentioned boatman arrived, that it is my firm belief 
that if the captain who committed the act had been delivered up, be 
would have been torn in pieces, or l]ijt>g immediately, without trial or 
examination. 

When I arrived on board the Northern Light, I stated the case to 
Captain Churchill, who gave me permission to lay it before the pas- 
sengers. It was then decided, after mature deliberation, that a com- , 
mittee of three should be appointed to return with me to San Juan, 
communicate with the minister, and agree upon the most proper course 
to take under the circumstances. In company with this committee, I 
set out on my return to town, but on approaching the shore we were 
ordered off. The quartermaster replied that the consul was on 
board, and going to h\3 Y\o\iae, TtVv^ ^w^^et \» vVk was, " He can't 
iand." Upon our venturing to ^loc^eA., «. AiS3X >«%&^^\s^ ^^^^^ 



H. Doc. liM. 27 

party above our heads* while three others pointed their muskets di- 
rectly into the boat. We then put about, and returned to the ship. It 
was then past midnight. All this time we had been under great 
anxiety as to the personal safety of Mr. Borland, and it was to assure 
ourselves upon this point that thle steps last described above were taken. 

On the following morning, between the hours of seven and eight, 
a. ro., Mr. Borland, taking advantage of a momentary lull of the ex- 
citement, left the consulate for the steamship, in company with Mr. E. 
F. Mason, an American gentleman residing with me. He was received 
on board the Northern Light with every manifestation of sympathy and 
joy on the part of his countrymen. What followed you are doubtless 
aware of. A consultation was subsequently held, at which Mr. Bor- 
land, Colonel Fremont, Mr. J. H. Scott, agent of the Accessory Transit 
Company, Captain Churchill, and myself were present; and it was de- 
cidea as necessary, under the circumstances, to leave an armed force 
at Point Arenas for the protection of the Accessory Transit Company 
and the American interests at San Juan del Norte. Fifty men were 
enrolled, of whom Mr. Crawford Fletcher was unanimously elected 
captain. These men are now on duty at Point Arenas, and I am con- 
vinced that their presence at that point has kept in check the violent 
passions of the lower class of people of this town, and prevented further 
and yet more serious disturbances. Many rumors of what was con- 
templated have reached me; but, as 1 have no positive proof in the 
matter, I defer communicating them until I can do so personally. 

The Northern Light sailed on the evening of the 17th instant. On 
the next morning the British war steamer "Argus" arrived in our 
harbor. The people of this town, as I learn, applied to the commander 
for an order to disperse the force at Point Arenas, which he declined 
giving. This vessel remained four days in port, and then sailed for 
Port Royal, in Jamaica. I did not have the pleasure of seeing her com- 
mander while here, neither did he communicate with the agent or any 
officer of the Transit Company, or take any steps, so fur as I am 
aware, to inform himself of the Ameriam side of the affair in question. 
On the morning of the arrival of this vessel, all the authorities of this 
town resigned their offices, and the place remains to this time withor»t 
any form of government. The Station house, with the arms and ammu- 
nition belonging to the town, is in possession of the Jamaica negroes, 
(the same parties who committed the outrage previously spoken of.) 

I am of opinion that there can be no permanent peace in this pi ice 
until the question of sovereignty is definitely settled, and a responsible 
government established. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant. 

JOSEPH W. FABENS. 

Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, Secretary of State^ frashingtoTii D. C 
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Mr. Fabens to Mr. Marcy. 

f I ^} Commercial Agency, United States of America, 

San Juan del Norte^ June 16, 1854. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
of the 3d instapt. 

I am very much gratified to learn that the conduct of the people of 
this town towards our citizen** will not be passed over unnoticed. 

My last despatch, dated May 30, (No. 9,) gave a brief statement of 
affairs since the departure of the "Northern Light," 17th ultima 
There is but little change to the present time. Some of the aiders and 
abettors in the outrage perpetrated upon Mr. Scott, agent of the Ac- 
rcessory Transit Company, as well as upon Mr. Borland, United States 
minister to Central America, have escaped per British steamer to Ja- 
' maica, via Navy Bay ; but I believe that the chief instigators are yet 
among us. 

With regard to the losses suffered by the Accessory Transit Compa- 
ny, I am of anopin:on that no suitable indemnity can be obtained from 
the parties now in possession of affairs, except by taking possession of 
and holding the territory of Mosquito, so called, beneath whose flag the 
outrages iu question were perpetrated. 

"With the hope of receiving further instruction by the national vessel 
soon to arrive, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH W. FABENS. 

Hon. William L. Marcy, 

Secfetary oj State^ Washington^ D. C, 

P. S. — Mr. Scott, agent of the Accessory Transit Company, has noti- 
fied me that he does not consider it advisable or safe, under the cir- 
cumstances, to leave Point Arenas unprotected, and requests me to 
keep the guard now there on service until the arrival of an armed ves- 
sel of the United States ; which request (as it is in perfect accordance 
with my own opinion in the case) 1 have complied with, by giving an 
order to Captain Fletcher, in command of the forces, to remain until 
the arrival of the next steamship, due here 30th June, previous to 
which date I hope the United States vessel will be here. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH W. FABENS. 



Mr, Fahens to Mr. Marcy. 

United States ship Cyane, 
Off San Juan del Norte^ July 15, 1854. 
Sir : My last despatch of the 16th ultimo advised you of the deten- 
tion of the aimed force left by Mr. Borland at Point Arenas for an ad- 
ditional half month. This vjas doxve -wvtVv the understanding with Mr. 
Scott, agent of the TransW Coiu^aiv^^xJcv^xSi >^\^\!^\v\v^^\ax^'3»i^N^ta- 
ment did not recognise tW ivecem^ oi \\v\^ m^'8k&\ix^^^:^^'«.^^\i5s& 
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thereof would be paid by the Transit Company. The half month ex- 
pired on the 2d instant ; but as the New York steamship did not arrive 
in our harbor until the 3d, the men were not disbanded until that day, 
and received in settlement pay for one day extra. 

I have now the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 
the 9ih ultimo, per Commander HoUins, of the United States ship 
Cyane, who arrived in our harbor on the 11th instant. In reply, I hav<^ 
to say that, in accordance with my instructions contained in your 
despatch of the 3d ultimo, I notified the late ''acting authorities and 
the people of the town" that the United States government would re- 
quire of them reparation for the wrongs they had committed towards 
our citizens. Herewith is transmitted a copy of my letter, marked 
A. I received no official reply — the ^wn being without political 
organization. The information which reached me through private 
sources was to the effect that the people of the town were fully deter- 
mined to make no pecuniary redress, either to the Transit Company 
or to the government of the United States, for any obnoxious acts they 
might have committed. In the matter of the personal assault upon 
our minister, Mr. Borland, they were especially insulting in their re- 
marks, and regretted, to use their own language, that they had not 
kept him a prisoner at San Juan, and made him answerable for the act 
alleged to have been committed by Captain Smith, of the Transit Com- 
pany's steamer Kouth. 

The instigators and perpetrators of the outrage were suffered to hold 
exclusive possession of the town, its arms and ammunition, and this 
extraordinary state of things continued until the people were driven 
from the place by the decisive measures of Commander HoUins. 

Immediately upon the arrival of Commander Hollins, I received from 
him a letter, a copy of which I herewith transmit, marked B, asking for 
information as to the existing state of affairs at San Juan. 

In the personal interview which followed, it was decided as expedi- 
ent to renew the demand already made, and in such a manner as to 
impress the people of the town with the idea that satisfaction for their 

f»asi injuries and insults towards American citizens must and would be 
ad. Thereupon I proceeded at once to Point Arenas, to agree with 
Mr. Scott, agent of the Transit Company, as to the sum of money 
proper to be demanded for the losses and damages suffered by the 
^rnpany in the case presented in my despatch of May 16th. He (Mr. 
Scott) assured me that he could not consent to accept a less amount than 
**xteen thousand dollars j and, together with Mr. Hutchinson, clerk of the 
^^tnpany at this place, showed to my satisfaction that the actual dama- 
S^B to the company had been much greater. 

This amount being fully approved by Commander Hollins as prcper 
^}^ii just in the matter, on the same evening, acting upon my instruc- 
Jj^^tis contained in your despatch of the 9th ultimo, and the request of 
^^tnmander Hollins, I made the demand of which the document 
^^jrked C, herewith transmitted, is a copy. To this the same reply 
^^t>stantially was given as to the previous, but couched in more inso- 
^^l language. I will here mention that the British war schooner Ber- 
*^Uda was at that time in our harbor; and I am of o^v\v\a\N.\.Vax.NJK«k 
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fact had an Influence upon the conduct of the people of the town on 
that occasion. 

On the 12th instant I replied oflScially to the communication of Com- 
mander Hollins, copy of which letter I transmit herewith, marked D. 
The documents therein spoken of as marked A and B are above de- 
scribed as A and C- 

On receiving my letter, Commander Hollins, after due deliberatioD 
and consultation, decided to give to the offenders twenty-four hoars 
further notice to render satisfaction ; and if such was not afibrded at 
the expiration of that time, to bombard the town. He accordingly, oo 
the morning of the 12th instant, issued a proclamation to that effect, 
which, together with his letter in r^ply to mine of same date, I 
herewith transmit, marked !E^nd F. Three copies of this proclama- 
tion I caused to be posted in the three most conspicuous parts of the 
town, where they were universally read. 

On the afternoon of the 12th instant. Commander Hollins landed a 
party of marines and seamen under command of Lieutenant Pick- 
ering, for the purpose of removing the arms and amniunition from the 
station house, which was duly effected- 

I regret to have to say that the proclamation of Commander Hdlins 
produced no eflfect upon the people of the town. Not one of its inhabi- 
tants paid to him the courtesy of a visit ; and no word of explanatioo 
of affairs, or remonstrance against the proceedings of tl)e United States 
government was forwarded either to Commandi^r Hollins or myself, 
except a brief protest from James Geddes, esq., acting vice consul of 
her Britannic Majesty at Greytown, Mosquito. I will here mentioo, 
however, that, on the occasion of the outrage committed by the town 
presented in my despatch of the 16th of May, a protest from the house 
of A. De Barwell & Co., French merchants, agamst the "authorities,*' 
was duly deposited in the archives of this agency ; and that, on the 
occasion of the subsequent outrage upon the person of Mr. Borland, a 
protest of the same tenor was received from the house of F. S. Wood 
k Son, American merchants at San Juan. 

Finding that no intention was manifested on the part of the people of 
the town to explain, furnish redress, or apologize for their past miscon- 
duct, and that all demands and notices served upon them by the United 
States government were treated with derision and contempt, Com- 
mander Hollins prepared his ship for action on the morning of ihe Idth 
instant, and opened the bombardment, according to notice, at 9 o'clock 
a. m. The report of the enga^ment, &c., wUl be found in his des- 
patches to the Navy Department. 

The considerate and generous course of Mr. Joseph N. Scott, agent 
of the Accessory Transit Company, from the time the proclamation 
of Commander Hollins was posted, until the present moment, is tmly 
worthy of mention. Invitations were extended by him, on the part of 
the company, to the old and infirm, the women and children, as well 
as to all who were willing to declare themselves to be friendly disposed 
towards the United States, to repair on board of the river steamers of 
the Transit Company with their most valuable effects. Two steamers 
were sent to San 3uav\ for tVvvi ^wr^cwft, >Jck^\ex\R\ w^ Uie mcnmiog prp" 
ceding the bombardment^ aX vmvc>i xvca^i ^^ x^\x>affifc^\NR^\sKP^ 



H. Doc 1*26. 31 

wharf. Some twelve persons only availed themselves of this kind pro- 
vision. 

In view of the present condition of aflfairs at San Juan del Norte, 
which seems to render my further presence at that port inexpedient for 
the time being, and with the hope of being serviceable to my fellow- 
citizens bv proceeding to the United States with Commander HoUins, 
I have asked and obtained that officer's permission to remove, with the 
archives of my agency and personal efiects, to his ship, and hope to 
have the honor of reporting myself to you at Washington soon after 
the receipt of this despatch. 

I am, sir, with profound respect, your very obedient servant, 

JOSEPH W. FABENS. 

Hon. William L. Marcy, 

Secretary (f State of the Unit'ed States ^ 

fVaskington, D. (X 
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TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 



MESSAGE 

FKOM THX 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

TBAVfMlTTIVO 

Copy <fa treaty between the United States and Great Brilain. 



AvootT 3, 1854.— Befemd to the Committoe on Foreign Aifiun, and ordered to be printod. 

To the Hauie of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit to you a copy of a treaty between the United 
States and Great Britain, negotiated at Washington on the 6th of June 
last. It has been concuired in by the Senate, and I have no doubt that 
the ratifications of it will be soon exchanged. It will be observed that, 
by the provision of the 6th article, the treaty does not go into opera- 
tion until after legislation thereon by the respective parties. 

Should Congress, at its present session, pass the requisite law on 
ihe part of the United States, to give effect to its stipulations, the fish- 
ing grounds on the coasts of the British North American provinces, from 
-which our fishermen have been heretofore excluded, may be opened to 
them during the present season, and apprehended collisions oetween 
them and British fishermen avoided. 

For this reason, and for the purpose of securing to the citizens of the 
United States, at the earliest practicable period, other advantages which 
it IS believed they will derive from this treaty, I recommend the pas- 
sage by Congress, at the present session, of such a law as is necessary, 
on the part of the United States, to give effect to its provisions. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

Washington, Augnst 2, 1864. 



A treaJhf extending the right offishif^ and regulating the commerce and navi- 
gation bettveenher Britannic Majesty^ $ possessions in North America and 
the United States, concluded in Hie city of Washington on the fifth day of 
June, anno Domini 1864, between the United States of America and her 
Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The government of the United States being equally de&\iQu& wsJx 
her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain to aNOid&it^'et \xi^ssQaxfts^K^»sv^- 
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ing between their respective citizens and subjects in r^[aTd to tbe ex- 
tent of the right of fishing on the coasts of British North America, se- 
cured to each by article I of a convention between the United States 
and Great Britain, signed at London, on the 20th day of October, 
1818 ; and being also desirous to regulate the commerce and naviga- 
tion between their respective territories and people, and more especially 
between her Majesty's possessions in North America and the United 
States, in such manner as to render the same reciprocally beneficial 
and satisfactory, have respectively named plenipotentiaries to confer 
and agree thereupon — that is to say, the President of the United States 
of America, William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United Stales, 
and her Majesty the Queen of the united kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Lord Bruce and Elgin, 
a peer of the united kingdom, knight of the most ancient and most 
noble Order of the Thistle, and governor-general in and over aU her 
Britannic Maiesty's provinces on the continent of North America, and 
in and over tne island of Prince Edward ; who, after having communi- 
cated to each other their respective fiill powers, foimd in good and due 
form, have agreed upon the following articles : 

Article I. 

It is agreed by the high contracting parties that, in addition to the 
liberty secured to the United States fishermen by the above-mentioned 
convention of October 20, 1818, of taking, curing, and drying fish on 
certain coasts on the British North American colonies therein defined, 
the inhabitants of the United States shall have, in common with the 
subjects of her Britannic Majesty, the liberty to take fish of every kind, 
except shell-fish, on the seacoasts and shores, and in the bays, harbors, 
and creeks of Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 
island, and of the several islands thereunto adjacent, without being re- 
stricted to any distance from the shore ; with permission to land upon 
the coasts and shores of those colonies and the islands thereof, and also 
upon the Magdalen islands, for the purpose of drying their nets and curing 
their fish : Providedj That, in so doing, they do not interfere with the 
rights of private property, or with Bntish fishermen in the peaceable 
tjse of any part ot the said coast in their occupancy for the same pur- . 
pose. I 

. It is understood that the above-mentioned liberty applies solely to the | 
sea fishery, and that the salmon and shad fisheries, and aU fisheries in 
rivers, and the mouths of rivers, are hereby reserved exclusively Sat 
British fishermen. 

And it is further agreed that, in order to prevent or settle any dis- 
putes as to the places to which the reservation of exclusive right to 
British fishermen, contained in this article, and that of fishermen of tte 
United States, contained in the next succeeding article, apply, each of 
the high contracting parties, on the application of either . to the other, 
shalU within six months thereafter, appoint a commissioner. The said 
commissioners, before proceeding to any business, shall make and sub- 
scribe a solemn declaraxioia. aWi tVve^ will impartially and carefully ex- 
amine and decide, tolYiebesX. o? \!a^^i\vidjgj£L<eox^^xi^'^^'^:«^ 
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lice and equity, without fear, favor, or affection to their own counfry, 
u{)on all such places as are intended to be reserved and excluded from 
the common liberty of fishing under this and the next succeeding arti- : 
cle, and such declaration shall be entered on the record of their pro- : 
ceedings. 

The commissioners shall name some third person to act as an arbi- 
trator or umpire in any case or cases on which they may themselves 
differ in opinion. If they should not be able to agree upon the name 
of such third person, they shall each name a person, and it shall be de- 
termined by lot which of the two persons so named shall be the arW^ . 
trator or umpire in cases of difference or disagreement between the 
commissioners. The person so to be chosen to be arbitrator or umpire 
shall, before proceeding to act as such in any case, make and subscribe 
a solemn declaration in a form similar to that which shall already have 
been made and subscribed by the commissioners, which shall be en- 
tered on the record of their proceedings. In the event of the death, 
absence, or incapacity of either of the commissioners, or of the arbitra- 
tor or umpire, or of their or his omitting, declining, or ceasing to act 
as such commissioner, arbitrator, or umpire, another and different 
person shall be appointed or named as aforesaid, to act as such com- 
missioner, arbitrator, or umpire, in the place and stead of the person so 
originally appointed or named as aforesaid, and shall make and sub- 
scribe such declaration as aforesaid. 

Such commissioners shall proceed to examine the coasts of the North 
American provinces and of the United States embraced within the 
provisions of the first and second articles of this treaty, and shall de- 
signate the places reserved by the said articles from the common right 
ot fishing therein. 

The decision of the conmiissioners, and of the arbitrator or umpire, 
sball be given in writing in each case, and shall be signed by them re- 
spectively. 

The high contracting parties hereby solemnly engage to consider the 
decision of the commissioners conjointly, or of the arbitrator or umpire, 
as the case may be, as absolutely final and conclusive in each case 
decided upon by them or him respectively. 

ARTICLE n. 

It is agreed by the high contracting parties that British subjects shall 
have, in common with the citizens of tne United States, the liberty to 
take fish of every kind, except shell-fish, on the eastern seacoasts and 
shores of the United States, north of the 36th parallel of north l9titude, 
and on the shores of the several islands thereunto adjacent, and in the 
bays, harbors, and creeks of the said seacoasts and shores of the United 
States and of the said islands, without being restricted to any distance 
fix)m the shore, with permission to land upon the said coasts of the 
United States and of the islands aforesaid, for the purpose of drying 
their nets and curing their fish : Provided, That in so doing, they do not 
mterfere with the rights of private property, or with the fishermen of 
the United States in the peaceable use of aaj ^^il oCxlcife ^A.^^'^z^s^^xsv 
their occupancy for the same purpose. 
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it is understood that the aboveHaaentbned liberty applies soiel; tft 
the sea fishery, and that sahnon and shad fisherieSf ana all fislieriesai 
rivers and mouths of rivers, are hereby reserved exdusively for fiahei^ 
men of the United States. 

ARTICLE lU. 

It is agreed that the articles enumerated in the schedule hereonta 
annexed, being the growth and produce of the aforesaid British cohK 
nies, or of the United States, ^lall be admitted into each country re- 
spectively free of duty : 

Schedule* 

Grain, flour, and breadstuffs of aU kinds. 
' Animals, of all kinds. 

Fresh, smoked, and salt meats. 

Cotton-wool, seeds, and vegetables. 

Undried fruits, dried fruits. 

Fish, of all kinds. 

Products of fish, and of all other creatures living in the water. 

Poultry, eggs. 
- Hides, furs, skins, or tails undressed. 

Stone or marble, in its crude or unwrought state. 

Slate. 

Butter, cheese, tallow. 

Lard, horns, manures. 

Ores of metals, of all kinds. 

Coal. 

Pitch, tar, turpentine, ashes. 
* Timber and lumber, of all kinds, round, hewed, and sawed, unman- 
ufactured in whole or in part. 

Firewood. 

Plants, shrubs, and trees. 
' Pelts, wool. 

Fish oil. 

Rice, broom-corn, and bark. 

Gypsum, ground or unground. 

Hewn, or wrought, or unwrought burr or grindstones. 

Dve-stufis. 
' Flax, hemp, and tow, unmanufactured. 

Unmanufactured tobacco. 

Rags. 

ARTICLE rv. 

It is agreed that the citizens and inhabitants of the United States 
shall have the right to navigate the river St. Lawrence, and the canals 
in Canada, used as the means of communicating between the greit 
Jakes and the Atlantic ocean, with their vessels, boats, and crafts, as 
fiiljy and freely as lYie s\i\)jecUo?\veTTix\x.^T\\v\^^'i^'^ only to 

the same tolls and olYier aase^wnfetto «a t^x^ «i^> ^\ \D»:^\vKSK2^S^ja\«K 
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exacted of her Majesty's said subjects ; it being understood, however, 
that tl^ British government retains the right of suspending this privi- 
lege on giving due notice thereof to the government of the United 
States. 

It is further agreed, that if at any time the British government should 
exercise the said reserved rig^t, the government of the United States 
shall have the right of suspending, if it think fit, the operation of article 
m of the present treaty, m so far as the province of Uanada is ^if&cted 
diereby. Sot so l(mg as the suspension of the free navigation of the riyer^ 
8t. Lawrence or the canals may continue. 

It is further agreed, that British subjects shall have the right freely to 
navigate Lake Michigan with their vessels, boats, and crafts, so long 
as the privilege of navigating the river St. Lawrence, secured to Ameri- 
can citizens by the above clause of the present article, shall continue ; 
and the government of the United States further engages to urge upon 
the State governments to secure to the subjects of her Britannic Majesty 
the use of the several canals, on terms of equity with the inhabitants 
of the United States 

And it is further agreed, that no export duty, or other duty, shall be 
levied on lumber, or timber of any kind, cut on that portion of the 
American territory in the State of Maine watered by the river St. 
John and its tributaries, and Boated down that river to the sea, when 
the same is shipped to the United States from the province of New 
Brunswick. 

ARTICLE V. 

The present treaty shall take efiect as soon as the laws required to 
carry itinto operation shall have been passed by the Imperial Parliament 
of Great Britain, and by the Provincial Parliaments of those of the 
British North American colonies which are affected by this treaty on 
the one hand, and by the Congress of the United States on the other. 
Such assent having been given, the treaty shall remain in force for ten 
years from the date at which it may come into operation, and further, 
until the expiration of twelve months after either of the high con- 
tracting parties shall give notice to the other of its wish to terminate 
the same ; each of the high contracting parties being at liberty to give 
such notice to the other at the end of the said term of ten years, or at 
any time afterwards. 

' It is clearly understood, however, that this stipulation is not intended 
to affect the reservation made by article IV of the present treaty with 
regard to the right of temporarily suspending the operation of articles 
III and IV thereof. 

ARTICLE VI. 

And it is hereby further agreed, that the provisions and stipulations 
of the foregoing articles shall extend to the island of Newfoundland, 
so far as they are applicable to that colony. But if the Imperial Par- 
liament, the Provincial Parliament of Newfoundland, or the Congress of 
the United States, shall not embrace in their laws enacted for carrying 
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this treaty into eflfect the colony of Newfoundland, then this article 
shall be of no effect ; but the omission to make provision by law to give 
it effect, by either of the legislative bodies aforesaid, shall not in any 
way impau: the remaining articles of this treaty. 

ARTICLE vn. 

The present treaty shall be duly ratified, and the mutual exchange 
of ratifications shall take place in Washington within six months from 
the date hereof, or earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof, we, the respective plenipotentiaries, have signed 
this treaty and have hereunto aJSaxed our seals. 

Done in triplicate, at Washington, the fifth day of June, anno Do- 
mini one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four. 

W. L. MARCY. [l. 8.1 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE, [l. a.] 
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NATIOxNAL ARMORIES— APPLICATIONS FOR OFFICE OF 
SUPERINTENDENT OF, &c., &c. 



LETTER 

ntOM TBI 

SECRETARY OF WAR, 



TRAKSIflTTIKG 



Papers in reference to applicaiums far nfice$ connected tcitk the National 

Armories. 



AuooflT 3, 18M.— Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed* 

War Departmbnt, 

Washington^ August 3, 1861. 

Sie: I have the honor to submit the enclosed papers in reply to a 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 31st ultimo, requir- 
ing information in relation to the application by either of the commis- 
sioners who visited Springfield armory, under the act of March 3, 
1863, for the office of superintendent of either of the national armories, 
or any recommendation by either of said commissioners for the ap- 
pointment of any other person to that office ; also, in relation to any 
application by, or in behalf of, any of the witnesses from Harper's 
Ferry or Springfield, who testified before the select committee of the 
House, to whom was referred the question of the expediency of em- 
ploying military officers for the supervision of civil works, for any 
office in either of said armories, or any recommendations of either of 
said witnesses by other persons for any such office. Also, in relation 
to any application by either of the members of said select committee 
in their own behalf, or in behalf of any other person or persons, for ap- 
pointment to any office connected with the prosecution of any of the 
various public works which are the subject of inquiry by such com- 
mittee. 

From these papers it appears that, of the four civil commissipners 
who visited Springfield, one is a candidate for the superintendeii,cy of 
that armory, being recommended by the other three for that post ; and 
that one of the latter has been recommended for the superintendency 
of Harper's Ferry armory. Of the nine witnesses from Harper's Fer- 
ry and Springfield who testified before the select committee, that three 
were candidates for the office of superintendent, and two for o\}w^x. 
offices ID said armories. Of the select comravtiee, \Xv^\. ^^ 0«aa\xaxv 
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was an applicant lor tbe office of Commissioner of Public BuQdiogs 
when it included the supervision of the Capitol extension, a work re- 
ferred to in ibe resolution ; and that one ot the members has recom- 
inended persons for office in the Harper's Ferry armory. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFFN. DAVIS, 
Secretary (f War. 
Hon. Linn Boyd, 

Speaker of the Howe of Representatives. 



War Department, 

Washington^ August 4, 1864. 

Sib : Among the papers transmitted with my report of yesterday, 
jn answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 31«t 
ultimo, was a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, stating that the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, when the chairman of the select 
committee was an applicant for that office, had the supervision of tbe 
Capitol extension, and the statement was referred to in my repcxt in 
recapitulating the contents of the papers submitted. 

I have now the honor to submit a communication from the Secretary 
of the Interior, staling that his report above referred to was erroneous 
in that particular, and that the Capitol extension was not under the su- 
jpervision of the Commissioner of Public Buildings when the applica- 
tion for that office was made. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFFN. DAVIS, 
Secretary of War. 

Hon. Linn Botd, 

SpeaJcer of the House of Representatives* 



Dbpartmbnt of thb Interior, 

Washington^ August 4, 1854. 

Sir: My letter to you of yesterday wasr, asyou are aware, prepared 
with much haste, and, as I have since discovered, under the misapfve- 
hension that the Commissioner of Public Buildings, prior to tbe trans- 
fer of the Capitol extension to your department, acted as superintendeot 
and disbursing agent for that work, as well as for the Patent OflBce 
building, the erection of which, you will remember, was also proposed 
to be transferred to the supervision of your department LooKinghar- 
riedly back to these transactions, and the previous connexion between 
the two works, and the fact that prior to said transfer I nev^ had 
occasion to do any important official act respecting the Capitol, no 
doubt led to the error. 

While the Captol extension, as well as the Patent Office building, was 
under the direction of this dep^itmRtiX^xicft «t<^!D\\sct^ Mr. Walter, acted 
aa disbursing agent for l\ie fotmei, «xidk.TLQ^^^Ci«OTx\siis^ 
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finildings. This mistake is calculated to place Mr. Stanton in a false 
position in regard to this matter, and I hasten to correct it I have, 
this morning, enclosed to him a copy of this letter. 

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. McClelland, 

Secretary. 
The Sbcrxtary of Wab. 



Washington, December 12, 1853. 

Dear Sir: I take the liberty of recommending Colonel Henry D. 
Smith, of Middletown, Connecticut, for superintendent of the Spring- 
field armory. I do this from a firm conviction that he is every way 
qualified for that station. 

It is true that I had no personal knowledge of Colonel Smith until I 
met him as one of the commission; and after it became apparent to me 
that the public interests demanded a change of superintendency, I then 
took almost unlimited pains to seek for an individual whom I could re- 
commend to you as the man best qualified for that station. The result 
has been that Mr. Smith is the man. 

I am aware that Mr. Smith's appointment may be objected to, on the 
ground that he was one of the commission who invesugated the afiairs 
of the armory. 

To such objections \ beg leave to say, from my own experience, that 
any one who was present and attended to that investigation is better, 
far better, qualifiea to right the wrongs and avoid the difficulties that 
there exists, than he was or could have been prior to that examination. 

I cannot see or think of any valid reason why the mere fact of Mr. 
Smith's having been one of the commission should deprive him of the 
appointment, or the country of the services of a man who is equal, if 
not superior, to any one whose services could be obtained. 

I therefore hope and trust that you will disregard clamors, if any 
should be uttered, and give to the down-trodden armorers a man in 
whom, I assure you, they have entire confidence, and one whom I am 
confident that, while he attends to the removal of grievances, will not 
forget or neglect the duties incumbent on him as a public agent. 
Truly yours, 

JNO. H. STEELE. 

General Franklin Pierce, 

President of the United States. 

P. S. I would also recommend William Smith, of Springfield, Mafik 
sachusetts, for master armorer, being satisfied that he is well qualified 
to fill that station. 



Washington, December 7, 1853. 
Dear Sir: Should you, in accordance with the power vested in you 
by the act of the last session of Congress, deem it ex^jedv^c^to ^Vimk^ 
the system for the superintendence of the airaone^^X^TXi ^S.^icifc ^^jossss^ 
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• 

that you could not select a more discreet, efficient, and proper person 
as superintendent at Springfield, than Colonel Henry D. Smith, of Mid- 
dletown. He appears to me to unite all those qualities which are essen- 
tial to a good superintendent better than any man I know of in thai 
section of the United States. 

He is very discreet and prudent, and conciliatory in his manners, 
united with promptness, energy, and perseverance, and possesses a 
very great knowledge of human nature, and of the springs which ope- 
rate upon and influence human action. In addition to this, he is, or at 
least was for many years, a practical mechanic, engaged in the actual 
manufacture of contract arms, and in the management of armories. 
And no man that I know of, whose services could be obtained for the 
compensation allowed by lave to the superintendent, would, in my 
opimon, keep up the arms manufactured by the government to that 
high state of excellence which is desirable, and manage the concerns 
of the establishment with greater efficiency and economy. 

The only possible objection that I know of to his appointment, is the 
fact that he was one of the commissioners lately concerned in the in- 
vestigation at the Springfield armory. And during the whole of that 
investigation, and in the separate report which he has made, he has 
conducted himself so discreetly as not to give any cause of offence to 
any one. Under all the circumstances, therefore, I think, upon the 
question of expediency, I should recommend his appointment, notwith- 
standing this objection. 

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, yours, &c., 

R. H. WALWORTH. 

His Excellency Franklin Pierce, 

President of the United States. 



Washington, December — , 1863. 

Dear Sir : Having determined to change the present system af 
sujperinteiidence at the national armories, I presume you will, in mak- 
ing the appointment and selecting an individual qualified for the dis- 
charge ot its duties, regard his knowledge of mechanics as an essential 
qualification for such a station. If so, 1 beg leave to mention Colonel 
H. D. Smith, of Connecticut, for the armory at Springfield. I need 
hardly say that he is, in my opinion, qualified in every respect for such 
an appointment. He is in the prime of life; of most vigilant and indus- 
trious habits, and withal a skilful and scientific judge of arms, tools, 
and machinery. He is a man of decision and firmness, and of fine 
temper and disposition, and peculiarly calculated to manage a large 
body of mechanics, and win their respect and confidence. 1 have had 
no communication with Colonel Smitn upon the subject, but act on my 
own responsibility. 

I am, with high respect and consideration, yoi» fi^iend and obedient 
servant, 

A. STEVENSON. 

General F. Pierce, 

President of the United Slates, Wcwluii^lwu 
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Washington city, April 14, 1854. 

Dbar Sir: 1 duly received your communication of the llth instant. 
I had that jiay learned that you had published an article in the " Union," 
over your own signature, which I desired to examine, and deferred my 
reply. 

I understand you, sir, to allude to a conversation between the Hon. 
Charles J. Faulkner and myself, touching the superintendency of the 
armory at Harper's Ferry, in which connexion you undersftood Gov- 
ernor Steele's name was mentioned. I have no hesitation in answer- 
ing you, first remarking that I never sought the support or influence 
of Mr. Faulkner for that or any other appointment. 

Regarding Mr. Faulkner as interested in the question of a change of 
the system of superintendence of the armories, &c., I remarked, and he 
answered, " that the President was ready to report, but was wailing to 
select a suitable man for the armory at Harper's Ferry, and that I have 
recommended Governor Steele for the appointment." 

Presuming that Mr. F. spoke authoritatively, I then and since re- 
garded Governor Steele as a competitor for the appointment. 
Very respectfdliy, 

THOMAS QUANTRILL. 

Col. James W. Riplby. 



Hon. H. D. Smith, Washingtonj D. C. : 

Mf Dbae Sir: P. B. Tyler, esq., of Springfield, present (demop 
cratic) mayor, is now with me. He informs me that the President has 
declined to comply with the wishes of your friends as to your appoint- 
ment as superintendent, on the ground of your having been on the com- 
mission. 

Among your friends were Mr. Tyler and his friends, as I am in- 
formed. The name of Mr. Tyler is now before the President. From my 
acquaintance with him I feet well assured that, as a gentleman and a 
mechanic, no name among any now before the President can be more 
suitable. 

Your influence would be perfectly right and proper for the interests 
of the country, the armory, and, at the same time, vastly promote the 
true democratic feeling in the right places. 

Excuse me .for noticing a matter on which I am so little accustomed, 
but I cannot help a good word in a good place, when my friend Mr. 
Tyler is interested. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

ALFRED HALL. 



SUPERINTENDENCE OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

Washington, April Ih 1854. 
To the editor of the Union : 

Sir: In your paper of this morning, ColotvAS^nv^^'^ .^v^^'^^^^^- 
maadaat of the Springfield armory, has uudet\a3iLeii\jciTe^ \» ^si.^isN>sSsfc 
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of. mine published in your paper of the 8lh. I shall not notice his 
flings any further than to say that his insinuation, or charge, of my 
being a candidate for the office of superintendent for either of the ar- 
mories, is untrue. It is, however, true that, near the close of January 
last, a friend informed me that he had named me to the President for 
the temporary management of the armory at Harper's Ferry ; and it 
is true, also, that on the next morning after learning that fact, I called 
on the President, and unconditionally withdrew my name ; but whether 
my name was used on any other occasion I do not know ; but I do 
know that, if it was used, it was without my knowledge or consent. 
As regards Colonel Henry D. Smith, the other commissioner, to whom 
Colonel Ripley doubtless alludes, his name was presented to the Presi- 
dent, not by himself, nor by his request, but by me; and my reason 
for so doing was, my thorough conviction that he was every way qual- 
ified for that post. When I first named the subject to Colonel Smith 
he objected, on the ground that he was one of the commissioners; but 
upon my consulting Hon. Andrew Stevenson and Chancellor Walworth, 
they, each for himself, wrote to the President, recommending Colonel 
Smith for that post ; and this, so iar as I know, is the amount of Col- 
onel Smith's offence. 

As regards the conduct of the commission while acting as commis- 
sioners, I have nothing to say, except calling the attention of the pub- 
lic to the record of their labors, and asking them to judge whether we 
sought for truth, or " only sought for matter to sustam us in our fore- 
gone conclusions, and strove to suppress or pass over anything opposed 
thereto," assuring the public that there was not a witness oflerea that 
we refused to hear. 

For myself, I went to Springfield with a strong prepossession in 
favor of Colonel Ripley, never entertaining even a thought that a man 
holding the high office of colonel in the army, and thought wonhy of 
being selected to command or control some two or three hundred in- 
telligent mechanics, could or would descend to petty acts of tyranny 
which would disgrace an Algerine despot ; and it was not until proof, 
irresistible proof, stared me in the face, convincing alike to my sight, 
to my understanding, and to my heart, that I was enabled to see the 
man as he is — and this entire revulsion of feeling may have had the 
effect of carrying my judgment beyond what facts will warrant; of 
this, however, I am entirely content that a discerning public should 
judge, fully believing that, after all the facts are laid before them, they 
will give a correct judgment. In the mean time, I will proceed to 
say, that it may be that I was mistaken in ascribing the article pub- 
lished in your paper of the 5th to the Ordnance board, or to some offi- 
cer connected therewith ; but if so, why did not you so say in your in- 
troduction to that article ? At any rate, you will give me leave to say, 
that it requires other and much more reliable evidence than the mere 
"say so" of Colonel Ripley. 

If my statement in regard to the workmanship and cost of the mus- 
kets is not correct, why did not Colonel Ripley point out wherein I 
erred ? This he has failed to do, contenting himself with saying that 
wy statement "is simp\y uivltMe,^'' axvii te,fen:Ycv%\a^N\de.iice>as he says, 
"now before the selecv couumXlee Vo -^ion^Vv^ \>6Siss^ \>s:^NJt)ax^:^ 
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dence there may be before that committee, but this much I do know : that 
a fair and open examination, and comparison of muskets manufactured 
in 1840 under civil rule, with those of 1863 under military rule, were 
made, and setting aside Colonel Smith and my own opinions on that 
comparison, we still have the testimony of several competent witnessesy 
who examined those arms, and gave their testimony in the presence of 
the board, and in presence of Colonel Ripley's master-armorer and 
others under his command; and it is now too late to cavil at or contra- 
dict that testimony, for if that testimony was not true or correct^ the 
proper time to contradict it, or show wherein those witnesses were in 
error, was then and there; for be it remembered that if those belong- 
ing to the armory who were present were not competent, his inspec- 
tors, whom I am told he afterwards assembled, were close at hand. 
The truth is, that the facts set forth in the testimony before the board 
were so visible, so overwhelming, that even Colonel Ripley, with all 
bis assurance, could not, dare not face it ; but after the board had ad- 
journed (as I have been informed) he selected, in what manner I know 
not, arms from the arsenal or elsewhere, collected his willing or unwill* 
ing tools, and after haranguing them on the necessity of counteracting 
the testimony taken before the board, and assuring them that their repu- 
tation, as well as his own, was at stake, he induced some of them, not 
all, to sign a paper drawn up for them; and this paper is probably the 
evidence on which he relies to contradict or upset the evidence taken 
before the board. 

If it was true that I am seeking " for voles or public plunder," I know 
not where to look for a more striking example than this honest colonel 
has given; for if the free rent of his splenaid quarters, and the receipt 
of at least $36,999 70 for twelve and a fourth years' services would not 
be satisfactory to my ambition, then, indeed, I might, in truth, be consid- 
ered unreasonable, and, with the gallant colonel, declare that the com- 
mand or superintendency of such a post was not desirable; and if his 
boasted books, which he is constantly parading before the public, are cor- 
rect, and give a true account of all the expenditures at Springfield, how 
happens it that the large sura of $36,999 70 is nowhere accounted for in 
the cost of arms? And can it be that those boasted books nowhere 
give a full account of the entire cost of those splendid quarters, which, 
m my previous communication, I stated my belief as having cost at 
least $30,000, and the grounds, &;c., around, them an equal sum? If 
they do, why not give their actual cost, and not cavil at or pronounce 
my statement "untrue?" I do not know the fact, but believe that 
neither Colonel Ripley's books, nor the books of any department of the 
government, will furnish a true answer to the question. What did those 
quarters acfially cost ? I am the more confirmed in this belief from 
having, while at Springfield, endeavored to ascertain from those boasted 
books, and from the master-spirit of the armory, the entire cost of that 
edifice, but failed. The cost was traced up to over $22,000, and the 
acknowledgment made that that sum did not cover the entire cost. 

There are other expenditures at Springfield which nowhere appear 
in the accounts rendered from that armory, amounting, in my opinion, 
to large sums. These, if need be, will in due time be laid before the 
public lathe mean time, it will not do for CoVoxv^^vj^^-^ \5^ -exxK^s^x- 
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to shelter himself behind ordnance orders, or screen himself or his con- 
duct from investigation, by referring or quoting former investigations; 
for he may rest assured, that if I fail in ferreting out all of those con- 
cealed expenditures, he will find that abler pens thaii mine will strip 
bare, even the head, that is now, like the partridge, concealed under 
the leaf. 

If Colonel Ripley has reformed abuses which previously existed at 
Springfield, he certainly has introduced rules, or rather orders, which 
no high-minded man could ever have thought of, much less enforced. 
I know not what ^^ public plunder^^ was carried on by the civilians — do 
evidence of any such state of affairs came before the commission — and 
must therefore conclude that Colonel Ripley's charge to that eflfect is 
pot only gratuitous, but designed, like tne cry of tne thief, to divert 
public attention fi"om himself. 

I will only add, that many of the books, particularly those called for 
by the giving and given testimony before the board, were, when they 
could be procured, examined, and that I am not aware that evidence 
was offered by "disappointed place and contract-seekers, and taken, 
recorded, and used as evidence," except Colonel Ripley means by the 
above quotation that two of his own witnesses were of that character. 

Errors or mistakes cheerfully corrected, even if pointed out by CoL 
Ripley; for I have neither wish nor desire to misrepresent even Colond 
Ripley. 

Truly yours, 

JOHN H. STEELE. 



The undersigned, members of the Virgim'a legislature, and yodr 
friends and supporters, would respectfully recommend to your favorable 
consideration, in the appointment of a civu superintendent for the armory 
at Harper's Ferry, Major Benjamin Moore, of Harper's Ferry, who has 
all his lifetime been connected with an armory, and was once a super- 
intendent, and now a member of this body. 

John W. Luke, Thos. Shannon, 

D. McKinney, W. C. Parks, 
R. Dunlop, W. Galewood, 
Jos. Gilmorei Elkanah Fleming, 
\Vm. Prince, Andw. Wellman, 
Geo. H. McClure, G. S. Slimp, 

Jas. M. Newkirk, Jas. Barbour, 

Jno. Thos. Gibson, T. B. Miller, 

Jno. Carroll, B. W. Jackson, 

E. D. Talbotti Morris D. Newman, 
Jos. K. Pendleton, Saml. Carpenter, 
Thos. Wallace, (with great cordiality,) Wm. Hevener, 
Chas. H. Gilmer, S. S. Davison, 
Isaac B Dunn, George Crow, 
Hiram Marlz, "^ m^'R. Wooding, 
Ulysses N. Arnelt, ^\!LO«'S.*'^'act\aRK^ 
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L. A. Miller, E. S. Baker, 

David West, John Lemley, 

B. F. Garrett, Gilbert S. Meene, 

O. M, Crutchfield, A. G. Reyer, 

S. G. Tucker, (Clerk House Delegates,) B. B. Douglas, 
J. B. Stovall, J. T. Martin. 

To General FaANKLiN Pierce, President of the United StaU$. 



Harper's Ferry, March 3, 1853. 

Dear Sir: As we have understood that a movement is making 
relative to the appointment of civil superintendent of the United Statep 
armory at Harper's Ferry, we take the opportunity of assuring you, 
and through you all others with whom you may communicate upon the 
subject, that we regard Major Benjamm Moore as having no superior 
in this country for the appointment in consideration. 

He is, beyond doubt, one of the very best practical manufacturers 
of arms of the age ; his skill as a machinist and inventor is unsur- 
passed ; which qualifications, in conjunction with his character for mo- 
rality, integrity, and a just appreciation of the merits of his fellow- 
citizens, pomt to him as one of tne very best and most judicious seiec*- 
tions for superintendent that could be made in the country. His whole 
life has been devoted to the improvement of firearms, and to his study 
and skill alone have they arrived al the high state of perfection which 
they at this time so eminently exhibit. 

Such a man would be of vital importance to the government interest ; 
and we, in consideration of his long-known and meritorious service, 
both to the government and to the armorers, most respectfully urge you, 
and all others' service you can enlist, to use every honorable effort with 
the legislature of our State, and senators and representatives in Congress, 
to procure for the above-named exemplary gentleman an appointment, 
which would not only be an act of justice to Major Moore, but would be 
of the most signal importance to the government, as well as highly mo- 
irentous to the armorers themselves. Should Major Moore receive the 
appointment, we are assured that the office will be filled by a gentleman 
whose claims are above all others, whose experience and abilities pecu- 
liarly fit him for it, and whose character for integrity and scrupulous 
justice will stand, as it has done, untarnished by the smallest departure 
fi-om a high, honorable, manly, and dignified position. 

Our efforts will be unceasmg, as we hope yours will be, to procure 
this important and highly desirable appointment. 

Hugh Gilleece, Geo. B. Stephenson, 

Alexander Brown, Arnold S. Stephens, 

William J. Stephens. 
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Harper's Fbrrt, December 14, 1S53. 

Sir: It is rumored that an opposition to Major Moore's claims to ihc 
office of superintendent of the armory was likely to emanate fix)m the 
Ordnance department, respecting his physical abilities. Being exceed- 
ingly anxious that Major Moore should not be undermined, please ex- 
cuse this liberty of anticipating that opposition, and of assuring you 
that Major Moore is now one of the most active and industrious men 
in this community. It is known here that he has been regarded for 
years, by the Ordnance department, as one of the ablest* most indus- 
trious, most exemplary, ana most reliable men connected with that de- 
partment; and General Talcott and Colonel Craig have both written 
and expressed themselves to that effect. It is hoped that no unworthy 
motives will induce an undervaluing of so deserving a man, who, by a 
christian and exemplary life, has retained with a gray head the full 
vigor of his mental and corporeal powers. It being the impression of 
many that such an opposition, though with an ill grace, would in some 
form emanate from that quarter, I have been requested to address these 
few lines to you ; and I will conclude by assuring you that I have no 
other design but to avert an injustice which might result in a contin- 
gency where the information would be important. 
Very respectfully, 

WM. J. STEPHENS. 

To his Excellency Franklin Pierce, 

President of the United States, 



Harper's Ferry, November 22, 1853. 

Sir: In connexion with the paper addressed to you recommending 
Major Benjamin Moore to your notice, and to which our names are at- 
tached, we respectfully ask to state, that it is within our personal 
knowledge that Major Moore has fur a long time been regarded as 
possessing abilities for any office connected with the manufacture of 
arms, eqilal, if not greatly superior, to any man in this country. Wc 
are confident that he has long been regarded as the ablest 'and most 
reliable man in the armory, as well by the Ordnance department as by 
every person whose position enabled him to form a judgment in the 
matter. Being residents of this place for many years, we have through- 
out the whole period understood such to be his reputation without a 
dissenting voice; besides, his industry is untiring, and as a Christian 
and citizen he is in the highest degree exemplary and useful. 

We are also credibly informed that the armory here was almost en- 
tirely remodelled by him, and that he has claims to inventions and im- 
provements of which he has never made any display. 

We make this direct communication, because Major Moore, having 
thrown the weight of his character and abilities against the military 
system of superintendency, might incur the hazard of not being fairly 
dealt with by the Ordnance department at this time ; but we know that 
such uHis his reputation both within and without that department, and 
we believe such is his tep\i\ja.Uotiwo^^\^ \Ji^t« would be a candid ex- 
pression of sentiment. 
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It is not desirable t6 obtain the signatures of armorers, or there would 
be a great many to both of these papers, as we are assured that a 
great majority of the armorers, and of our most respectable citizens of 
the town and country, regard Major Moore's character such as we 
have presented it, and look upon him as the person who (in the event 
of a change from the military to the civil superintendency) is entitled 
to the office of superintendent. 

Alexander Brown, Geo. B. Stephenson, 

Hugh Gilleece, John Marlat. 

. To his Excellency Franklin Pierce, ^ 

President of the United States. 



CuLPEPER Court-house, December 10, 1853. 

Sir: Understanding that Major Moore, of Jefferson county, is pre- 
sented as a candidate for appointment as superintendent at Harper's 
Ferry, I beg leave to unite in the numerous and respectable recom- 
mendations of him already before you. Havjpg served two years with 
Major Moore in our State legislature, I ha^e had some opportunity to 
know him, both as a man and as a politician, and I hardly know upon 
which to place the highest estimate — his unflinching devotion to the 
principles of his party, or the unswerving integritv which characterizes 
his personal relations. I am sure that he will discharge the duties of 
any office which he undertakes ; and shall be much gratified if the 
wishes of his friends in this matter can be complied with. 
Very respectfully, &c., 

JAS. BARBOUR. 

To the President of the United States. 



Winchester, Virginia, December 14, 1863. 

Sir : Supposing it to be at least possible that the military system at 
our national armories will be abolished, I take pleasure in recommend- 
ing Mr. Benjamin Moore, of Harper's Ferry, for the office of super- 
intendent of the armory at that place. 

I have known Mr. Moore for a number of years, both whilst he waS 
the master armorer at Harper's Ferry and since, ieind I have never met 
with one more scrupulously exact as a public officer, or more honest 
and correct as an individual. 

Having worked up his way to his late post of master armorer, and 
knowing precisely how every operation, even the most minute, con- 
nected with the manufacture of small arms should be executed, he 
would seem to be peculiarly qualified to superintend an establishment 
like that at Harper's Ferry ; and his whole past life gives the assurance 
that he will prove faithful to any trust that may be reposed in him. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

RICHARD PARKER. 

To the Pbbsidbnt oJ the United States. 
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Dbcembbr 8, 1853i 

Sir : We^ citizens of Jefferson county, induced by a sense of right 
and justice, do most respectfully recommend Major Benjamin Moore, in 
the event of a change, as a gentleman whose abilities, character, and 
services rendered the government, entitle his claims upon ibe govern- 
ment to the most respectful consideration. 

His abilities and services in the manufacture of arms are regarded a^ 
pre-eminent, and his character is such as places him above the 8tt»> 
picion of engaging in any oflSce but with • the intention of discharging 
the duties with conscientious integrity. 

Entertaining these senliments towards Major Moore, we feel that the 
oflSce of superintendent of the United States armory, if given to him, 
would be occupied by a gentleman whose real claims for the station 
are above all others ; and in apprehension of political manoeuvring ope- 
rating to obscure his worth and services before the appointing powo", 
we respectfully ask for him a due consideration of his claims, a con- 
sideration of which, we feel confidf nt, will result in his selection. 

His qualifications, his services, and his character, point to him as the 
gentleman whose title to the office rests upon true merit, and who would 
equally promote the iniergsis of his government and fellow-citizens by 
an able and faithful discharge of his duties. 

H. L. Qpie, Joseph Cram, 

James w. Beller, Geo. B. Stephenson, 

Francis W. Drew, Wm. J. Stephens, 

Wells G. Hawks, Alex. Brown, 

John M. Coyle, John G. Wilson, 

David Fry, Hugh Gilleece, 

Arnold S. Stephens, John Hyet, 

George Murphy, John Marlat. 



December 8, 1853. 
It affords me very sincere pleasure to say, that from all I have heard 
in regard to Major Moore, I consider him in all respects admirably 
qualified for the situation he seeks, and I feel as well assured that, if 
appointed, he will discharge the duties faithfully and acceptably lo the 
government and the country. His character, standing, and capacityi 
eminently fit him for the position. 

Very respectfully, 

J.LETCHER, 
Representative oftiie 9lh district of Virginia. 
To his Excellency Franklin Pierce, 

President of the United States. 



Boston, Fdruary 6, 1854. 

Dear Sir : This will be handed to you by Mr. O. D. Robb, who was, 
during the Mexican war, an officer in the Massachusetts regiment He 
is a son of Mr. John Robb, of Washington, formerly superinteadeai of 
the Sprin^eld armory. 

Mj object in wriimgto 'jovxva \» «w^ ^^n^t^^^ ^^soiK^^t^is^sKK^^^ 
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Mr. John Robb's application for the superintendency of the armory at 
Harper's Ferry. 1 do so at the request of^his son, James B. Robb, of 
Boston, a lawyer of considerable eminence, and one of your firm 
Iriends ; also, of niany of Mr. John Robb's numerous friends in this 
quarter. They believe that you have decided to place the armories 
under civil superintendence, and consider Mr. Robo's claims to be of 
such a character as to meet your earnest consideration. 

CoL Talcott, in a letter to the department, which is on file, written 
while Mr. Robb was at Springfield, and at the time the armory at 
Harper's Ferry was on the decUne, said that he was the only man 
that could resuscitate and restore it to a healthy condition, and urged 
hts transfer to that place. 

Mr. Robb's friends here are confident that you will find his excellent 
(pialities of great service at the present time ; and what is perhaps a little 
angular my interposition in his behali may be of vast service to him, 
which, if possible, will be highly gratifying to me as well as to them* 

Very tnily, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH P. BRADBURY. 

His Excellency the Prbsidbnt. 



Harper's Ferry Armory, 

July 24, 1863. 

Dear Sir: Sincerely and unreservedly disclaiming all intention to 
embarrass further the action of the department on the subject of the 
armories, in respect to the mode of administering their afiairs, I desire 
respectfully to submit to your judgment and approval some of the con- 
siderations and inducements which lead me to ofier myself, through the 
medium of your oflSce, as an applicant before the Executive for the 
vacant superintendency of this armory, should the action of Congress, 
on the subject now pending before it, render necessary the appointment 
of a new class of officers : 

First. I claim perfect immunity from the intrigues of the parties 
who have so long kept alive the agitation of the questions relating to 
the armories, and therefore maintain a position, in view of the post of 
superintendent, pre-eminently above all solicitations based on alleged 
services in this or that behalf, and consequently free, personally, to 
preserve or abandon any line of policy or course of action deemed ne- 
cessary for the best interests ot the establishment, irrespective of all 
such like obligations. 

• Second. Indulging in as little egotism as possible under the circum- 
stances, I express my conviction and confidence that my qualifica- 
tions, administrative and executive, are amply sufficient for the dis- 
charge of all the duties of the office ; relying, as I should, on the satisfied 
and cheerful co-operation of the superior corps of officers and their as- 
sistants now engaged at the armory, and the judicious submission of 
my official acts to the criticism and decision of your department. 

In this connexion, I will state what you are well aware of, that, as 
the chief clerk to the several superintendents and officers in charge ot 
the armory for eighteen consecutive years, I have acquired, in all the 
business of the armory , an experience geuer^X uxl^L^\!a^iR^3^ax^5^ ^^\.^j^% 
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an accurate knowledge of all its wants, and of the habits and capad- 
ties of the men employed ; an acquaintance with the business men of 
the country with whom the armory deals for supplies of material, and a 
thorough appreciation of the rules and regulations of the service, and of 
the essential necessity of a strict adherence to them ; all of which 
peculiarly fits me for the prompt discharge of the duties of the office. 

Third. I make no pretensions to be called a practical mechanic, 
which would be simply ridiculous if I did ; notwithstanding which, I 
do claim that my education has been such— elementary and acquired— 
as, with my long experience in this manufacturing establishment, to en- 
able me detect and determine the application of erroneous or false prin- 
ciples of science or practice to the business operations of the armory- 
Vigilant and timely attention to all matters of this kind would, at least, 
give me the advantage of the peculiar learning of others on the spedal 
subject of investigation or inquiry, and thus afibrd me the opportunity 
of profiting by it. 

Fourth. I have diligently devoted the prime of my life to the service 
of the goverment in the clerkship before mentioned, and I believe to the 
satisfaction of my superior officers, coming into it at the age of twenty-five 
years, and I now trusts that the contingencies of the service are such as 
to warrant my promotion. I need the compensation aflE>rded to the 
highest office for the proper education of my children, as well as the 
gratification arising from an acknowledgment and appreciation of my 
services which this appointment would afibrd ; and therefore most re- 
spectfully but urgently ask it of you, in view of all these considerationSf 
which you are so well prepared to urge, advised and supported as 
you will be by your brother officers of me same corps, to promote, if 
you consistently can, my application. 

Last. I give assurance to the department that, should my adminis* 
tration of the affairs of the armory not prove entirely and eminendy 
successful, and in all respects satisfactory to the department, I will, 
without trouble to it, retire at the first intimation of dissatisfaction, and 
thereby enable it to prosecute the business of the armory without the 
restraint of an impracticable or refi'actory superintendent. 

I enclose herewith a communication on this subject from Major W. 
H. Bell, the present commandant of the armory, which I trust will have 
the weight it deservedly is entitled to in the consideration of this ques- 
tion. I will also furnish to Colonel Benjamin Huger, his immediate 
predecessor, a copy of this letter to you, and request bis concurrence 
with Major Bell ; and I respectfully solicit the favor of your views in 
the matter, so that I may determine if it be necesssary for me to fintily 
my application with other recommendations, the sources of which arc 
numerous enough, 1 think, to present a very fair case. If I cannot have 
your approval I will abandon the application. I so decidedly prefa 
to receive the appointment for the reasons I have named, that, rather 
than seek it through the medium of political or party influences, I would 
relinquish all aspirations for it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. KITZMILLER. 

Colonel H. K. C&aig, 

Ordnance dciwrtwent, Wa^kwgum, D* C* 
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Harpbr'b Ferrt Armory, Jvly 22, 1854. 

Dear Colonel: Understanding that Mr. Kitzmiller fin case the 
civil superintendency is restored by an act of Congress) will make ap- 

flication, through you, for the place of superintendent of this armory, 
take pleasure in recommending him to your favorable consideration 
as a person who has taken no part in the armory question agitated here ; 
who is honorable, obedient to orders, diligent, capable, and of abund- 
ant experience in all the varied business of the armory, arising in an 
honorable service of sixteen or eighteen years. I think he would carry 
out your views of armory government, and preserve the uniform im- 
provement of late years, better than any civihan that can be found. 
I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

WM. H. BELL, 
Major of Ordnance^ 
Colonel H. K. Craig, 

Chief of Ordnance^ WaihingtoUf D. C. 



Harper's Ferry Armory, April 9, 1853* 
Sir : I respectfully ask the appointment of master armorer of the 
United States armory at this place. I am by trade a gunsmith, and 
have been employed as inspector of finished muskets in this armory 
for upwards of twenty years ; the whole time of my employment as 
inspector, in the absence of the muster armorer I have acted in his 
place. I submit to your favorable consideration the accompanying tes- 
timonials of my character and qualification for the oflSce solicited. 
Very respectfully, I remain, sir, your obedient servant. 

ADAM RHDLMAN. 
Hon. Jefferson Davis, 

Secretary of War. 



Winchester, Virgjnia, March 18, 1853. 

Sir: For several years prior to 1847 I was the paymaster at the 
Harper's Ferry armory, and there had the opportunity of becoming 
•well acquainted with Mr. Adam Bhulman, who was, during my resi- 
dence at that place, an inspector in that establishment. 

That acquaintance has been continued since, and it gives me great 
pleasure to say that I regard him as one of the most intelligent and 
ijpright gentlemen of the many with whom it was my fortune to be tlien 
associated. 

• I at all times found him industriously engaged in his proper duties, 
Bnd believe that the utmost confidence may be safely reposed in him 
hy the government, and that he is fiiUy qualified for the position of 
master armorer — a position for which, as he writes to me, it is his pur- 
pose to apply. • 
Your obedient servant, 

RICHARD PARKRR. 

The Hon. Secret aby op War.- 
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This letter is from the Hon. Richard Parker, formerly member of 
Congress from tenth congressional district of Virginia, and at this time 
a judge of the circuit court of this State. 

CH. JAS. FAULitNER. 



Halltown, March 10, 1850. 

Sir: I have been called on for a letter of recommendation in favor 
of Adam Rhulman, who desires the appointment of master armorer at 
Harper's Ferry, and I take great pleasure in giving one. He is a gen- 
tleman of high standing, and well qualified to discharge the duties of 
the office, and I am satisfied his appointment will give general satis&c- 
tion, especially with the democratic party, to which he belongs. He 
has been inspector of finished arms for many years, and has great ex- 
perience. I know no man better suited for the post in every respect 
Very respectfiilly yours, 

WM. LUCAS. 

Hon. Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War. 



This letter is from the Hon. William Lucas, formerly member of 
the House of Representatives from the tenth congressional district of 
Virginia, and at this time an eminent member of the bar of this State. 

CH. JAS. FAULKNER. 



House of Dflbgatbs, 

Richmond^ March 11, 1853. 

With the greatest deference, permit me to say that I am credibly 
informed that Mr. Adam Rhulman, of Harper's Ferry, Virginia, is, or 
will be, an applicant for the station of master-armorer of the national 
armory at that place. 

I have favorably known Mr. Rhulman for more than twenty years, 
and for the greater portion of the time whilst I was master-armorer of 
that establishment; and he is not only practically, but well acquainted 
with the manufacture of arms, having for sixteen years or more acted as 
one of the principal and most important inspectors with credit to himself 
and benefit to the government. He is, moreover, a gentleman of un- 
questionable integrity, sobriety, and industry ; is also a man of quick 
apprehension, of a strong sound mind, tempered with prudence and 
moderation, and in view of his acquirements, great experience and 
moral worth, combined with sound democratic principles, it can 
truthfully be said, in the strictest sense of the term, that he is bolh 
capable, honest, and deserving; and as such I have taken the liberty, 
with the pleasure, of recommending Mr. Adam Rhulman to the favor- 
able consideration of our democratic and highly-esteemed Presideqt of 
this great republic. 

With great respect, 

BENJAMIN MOORE. 
His Excellency Franklin Pierce, 

Preiidsnt of the XJuVud &tAU». 
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Tbi^ letter is from Col. Benjamin Moore, for many years himself the 
master-armorer at Harper's Ferry — ^unsurpassed by any man in this 
State in his qualifications to express an opinion upon the subject of his 
letter, and at this time a delegate from the county of Jefferson to the 
general assembly of Virginia. 

CH. JAS. FAULKNER. 



Sir: The undersigned, members of the Virginia legislature, would 
respectfully ask that you will appoint Mr. Adam Rhulman, who has 
been for a long time an inspector at the national armory at Harper's 
Ferry, master-armorer of said armory. Mr. Rhulman is not only fully 
qualified for the post he seeks, but he is a gentleman very deserving 
and of the highest moral character. It will give his numerous demo- 
cratic friends great pleasure to hear of his appointment to the post of 
master-armorer of the armory at Harper's Ferry. 
Jno. Thos. Gibson, J. Goode, jr., 

Jas. M. Newkirk, John W. Luke, 

B. F. Garrett, James B. Kee, 

Wm. B. Taliaferro, M. S. Grantham, 

R. F. Dillard, T. Portlock, 

B. W. Jackson, • S. Wheeler, 

H. B. Tomlin, Wm. B. Sharras, 

Wm. M. Hunston, Wm. H. Browne, 

John C. Rutherford, Z. Kidwell, jr., 

C. Vance, L. A. Miller, ^ 
John Tensley, Charles F. Collier, 

. David West, H. A. Greever, 

A. H. Saunders, Hiram Martz, 

John Scott, Naason Bare, 

Ulysses N. Amult, Wm. G. Stevens, 

R. J. Huse, Jos. K. Pendleton, 

Chastain White, Alexander Jones, 

Elan D. Talcott, Andrew Keyser, 

Edmund James, John A. Jordan, 

J. S. Davison, William King, 

John H. Morrison, Thomas Waflace, 

George H* McClure. 

The Prbsidbnt cf the United States. 



Jefferson county, Va., March 22, 1863. 
Dear Sir: Among the appointments pertaining to your oflSce is one 
of interest to our people, and of high consideration as connected with 
the efficient management and proper discipline and arrangement of our 
national armories. We allude to the office of master-armorer at the 
Bfarper's Ferry armory, and most respectfully recommend to your 
early and favorable consideration Mr. Adam Rhulman. He is a gen- 
tleman of the most unexceptionable character, strict integrity >axvd ^^^ 
personal worth. As an intelligent, indufitrioua, ^jid ^c^^'^^'^'^^^^^^^^^^ 
3 
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he has been inspector of finished arms .in the Harper's Ferry armory 
for many years; and has discharged his duty so fairly and impartially 
as to have elicited the approbation and esteem of the armorers, whilst 
he has greatly enhancea the interests of the government, and encour- 
aged, by his urbanity of temper and suavity of manner, a faithful ex- 
ecution of its work. 

Should it be the pleasure of the Executive department to confer upon 
Mr. Rhulman the appointment of master-armorer, we are sure it will 
be an appointment calculated to promote the best interests of the arm- 
ory, whilst it will be greeted witn most cordial satisfaction by those 
employed therein, as well as the community at large, of whom your 

Etitioners are but a moiety, who know and justly appreciate his ster- 
g worth and generous impulses. 
Most respectfully, &c., 

Robert Lucas, jr., Francis W. Deem, 

John G. Wilson, James Grantham, 

William J. Stephens, John Moore, 

H. L. Opie, Thomas Rawlins, 

Robert W. Baylor, Geo. B. Beall, 

G. D. Moore, W. J. Hawks. 

James W. Beller, 
To the President of the United States. 



I have no personal acquaintance with Mr. Rhulman, but have no 
doubt, from the names attached and their high standing, that be is all 
as represented. 

BRAXTON DAVENPORT. 



I am acquainted with all the persons whose names are hereunto an- 
nexed ; and I can certify that they are all gentlemen of the highest 
character and respectability, and that any paper coming from them is 
entitled to the most favorable consideration. 

CH. JAS. FAULKNER. 



Leesburo, July 14, 1853. 

Sir: I take the liberty of reconmiending to you, in the most earnest 
manner, my acquaintance and friend, Mr. Adam Rhulman, of Harper's 
Ferry. I have known Mr. Rhulman for twenty years at least, having 
appointed him inspector of finished arms when I was superintendent 
of the armory. This oflSce he has held ever since, and has performed 
all its duties in the most faithful and cr^itable manner. He is a very 
intelligent gentleman, and his well-known integrity and popular man- 
ners have rendered him a very great fevorite among tne citizens o( 
Harper's Ferry. 

I recommend Vica fei \\i^ ^^g^rnXsofcXiX oR,^^^ at tbaf 
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place; and I do so very confidently, because I know that his ap- 
pointment would gratify the citizens of Harper's Ferry, and secure to 
the government a most efficient and valuable officer. 
I have the honor to be, yours, &c., 

GEORGE RUST. 
To the Prbsident. 



RippoN, Jefferson county, Va , 

March 22, 1863. 

Dear Sir: Having been informed that Mr. Adam Rhulman, the 
chief inspector of the Harper's Ferry armory, intends to make ap- 
plication for the office of master-armorer of the said armory, I take 
pleasure in recommending him to your favorable consideration. Having 
served in the capacity of an inspector at the said armory for fifteen 
years with Mr. Rhulman, and frequently under his immediate supervi- 
sion as acting master-armorer, I have no hesitation in saying that there 
is none more efficient and worthy of the office to whict he aspires ; and 
if it should be your pleasure to favor his application, you will not only 
confer a favor upon Mr. Rhulman, but also upon a large and respecta- 
ble class of mechanics employed at the said armory. 

Your obedient servant, 

ASAPH WILSON. 

Hon. Jefferson Davis, 

Secretary of War. 



Georgetown, D. C, Jidy 28, 1851. 

Dear Sir : I have understood, just on the eve of my departure from 
this place, that very probably Major Symington would be ordered from 
Harper's Ferry armory to some other station. If so, and you think the 
request I am about to make not incompatible with the public interest 
at this time, or that a compliance with it would not be unpleasant, I 
should like to be reinstated in the inspection department, from which I 
was dismissed. My main reason for desiring to be reinstated is, that 
I may be enabled thereby to more eflfectually assist my father in his 
difficulties, whose circumstances are quite limited indeed. Colonel 
Craig may believe me when I assert, that I have been prompted by 
no other object in making this request than the one referred to above. 

If the chief of ordnance can with propriety reinstate me, and will 
do so, I pledge myself to discharge the duties of the sJfuation (as I have 
ever endeavored to do) with renewed zeal, and a faiiiSEulness and fidel- 
ity to the very best of my ability. 

Should you do me the favor of replying to this note, please <iirect to 
me at CirdeviUe, Loudon county^ Virginia. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. MOORE. 

Colonel H. K. Craio, 

Chief tf Ordtumct^ WoihmgUm citj}) D« C. 
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Martinsburo, April 16, 1853. 

Sir : I herewith enclose to you certain letters and papers recom- 
mending the appointment of Adam Rhulman as master-armorer at 
Harper's Ferry ; and in these recommendations, without repeating their 
substance, I most cordially concur. 

The office ot master-armorer is now viicafU at the national armory at 
Harper's Ferry. This office, as I understand it, although distinctly 
recognised by law and the power of appointment vested in the Presi- 
dent, is not filled eo nomine; but a new office of acting master-armortr 
has been substituted in its place, and the power of appointment exer- 
cised by the ordnance officer in command of that post. The salary 
and duties of the two are the same, and I cannot comprehend why the 
distinction between "master-armorer" and "acting msister-ar merer" 
should exist in the practice of our national armories, unless it be to 
change the source ot appointment; master-armorer being an officer rec- 
ognised by law and the power of appointment vested in the Presi- 
dent — acting master-armorer being an officer unknown to the law, and 
deriving his appointment from the superintendent. 

If I am in error in any of those facts, Colonel Craig, of the Ordnance 
department, can readily correct me; and they are not very material to 
the point which T seek to attain if the same result can be otherwise 
reacned. 

The best-informed men about the national armory and of the neigh- 
borhood are desirous of seeing Mr. Burton, the present "acting master- 
armorer," removed, and Mr. Rhulman substituted to the performance 
of those duties; and whether he reaches that situation as *' master-ar- 
morer" or as "acting master-armorer," is perhaps not very material; 
although undoubtedly the true course would be to pursue the law, and 
have the appointment made as Congress has prescribed. 

Major Symington, an ordnance officer in command of that post, a 
few years ago caused the removal of Colonel Moore, one of the most 
accomplished officers that any government ever had in its employment, 
and appointed Mr. Burton to the post he now occupies. 

Mr. Burton has not, so far as I am informed, any very superior quali- 
fications for the place. His deportment is represented as highly oflfen- 
sive to the armorers, and unnecessarily so. It has produced much of 
the dissatisfaction which prevails there against the existing system. 

Mr. Rhulman, in his experience, skill, temper, knowledge, and judg- 
ment, possesses every qualification for the place. 

It is the earnest desire of the great mass of those employed in the 
national armory , of many of the best citizens of the town and neighbor- 
hood, that this change be made, and be made as promptly as youi con- 
venience will pertnit. 

The accompai^ing papers are sufficient to satisfy any man that in 
the selection of Mr. Rhulman the interest of the government will be 
most carefully guarded. 

Yours, truly, 

CHAS. J AS. FAULKNER- 

Hon. Jefferson Davis, 

Secretary of War. 



H. Doc. 128 21 

To his Excellency Franklin Pierce, 

President <^the United States: 

Sir: The post of master-armorer at our national armories is an oflBce 
in contemplation of late, of responsibility and trust only inferior, in its 
influence upon the prosperity of those institutions, to the office of super- 
intendent He was designed to hold his place independent of the will 
of the superintendent, and, in 'some respects, to be a check upon that 
officer. Accordingly, the act of 1794 — which, in that respect, has never 
been altered or repealed — expressly vests the appointment of a master- 
armorer in the President of the United States. It is his duty to make 
that appointment ; upon him is devolved the responsibility of a just and 
proper selection. 

The practice conformed to the theory of the law until some four 
years ago, when Benjamin Moore, the master-armorer at Harper*s 
Ferry, a democrat, was removed, and, as his friends allege, without any 
JQSt cause; but that is not material ^|py present purpose. Since that 
day no master-armorer has been aj^inted by the President, and no 
one has held the office eo nomine at Harper's Ferry ; but in lieu of an 
appointment according to law, a new officer, called the " acting master- 
armorer," deriving his existence from the will and pleasure of the super- 
intendent or Ordnance department, has been created. Whether this 
expedient has been resorted to to deprive the President of the United 
States of his just power of appointment, it is not for me to say. I simply 
note the fact that the law has not been complied with — that the Presi- 
dent has in fact been deprived of his proper patronage, and that a new 
officer, unknown to the law, has been substituted in his place. 

The individual who has for the last several years held this unautho- 
rized appointment at Harper's Ferry is Mr. Burton — a man, as I am 
informed, not distinguished for any peculiar fitness for the place, offen- 
sive in his deportment to the mechanics, a rabid whig, ana a most un- 
scrupulous partisan. 

To show you the reckless character of the man, I beg leave to tefor 
you to the evidence taken under the authority of the Secretary of War, 
by Major McCall, of the army, in the month of June or July last, and 
upon which evidence the Secretary of War has endorsed the following 
conclusive judgment against him: 

" The perusal of the within testimony satisfies me that the extract 
from the letter of Mr. Faulkner to the War Department was exhibited 
by acting master-armorer Burton to influence the pending congressional 
election. His conduct presents itself to me in the worst phase of the 
political partisan." 

"JEFFN. DAVIS, 

" Secretary of War. 

" War Department, AvguH 16, 1853." 

I could assign some other very satisfactory reasons why Mr. Burton 
should be removed from his present post, but I deem it unnecessary. 
I take it for granted that no man wno has abwaed \i\s» cf&tf:^^'^^ >^. ^a* 
oflicJalJj ascertained that he has done in tiiv^ caaie Xo ^^vkjox:^ ^^>^«>« 
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friends, will, by your consent, be permitted longer to hold an office 
which he has polluted by his acts. 

But in the simple removal of Burton you will not have done M 
justice. That justice cannot be complete without the appointment of 
Adam Rhulman, of Harper's Ferry, as master-armorer. 

I will proceed to state my reasons : that Mr. Rhulman possesses every 
qualification for the office of master-armorer in a most eminent degree^ 
is conclusively shown by testimony now on file in the Department of 
War. His general intelligence ; his long and ample experience in the 
national armory ; the ability with which he has discharged the duties 
of master-armorer when they have been temporarily devolved upon 
him ; the universal respect entertained for his character and skill as a 
mechanic, will be conceded. 

Now, sir, this man Adam Rhulman, knowing as he did that the 
office of master-armorer at Harper's Ferry was in fact vacant; that the 
qv4isi appointment was held by Mian unworthy of the office, a rabid 
partisan whig, who did not scrdp^ to bring the influence of his office 
to bear against the democratic party, was guilty of the unpardonable 
sin of yielding to the urgency of his friends, and of submitting nis name to 
you, through the Secretary of War, for the office of master-armorer— 
an office exclusively in your gift, and over which yow alone could exer- 
cise the power of appointment. For this act, as I am informed, (and it 
came to me in a shape to demand inquiry at least — he and his friends 
challenge the assignment of any other cause ;) for this act, it is allc^ 
that he has been dismissed from the national armory, and the depart- 
ment defi-auded of one of its ablest and most skilful mechanics. 

Now, sir, if this be so ; if one of your political friends cannot, under 
such circumstances, present his name to you for an appointment vested 
by law in you ; if for this he is to be proscribed and punished, removed 
from an employment where he has labored for the last thirty years of 
his life, and where he has established a character of which any man 
mig:ht be proud, then indeed we have fallen upon evil times. The 
subject is entitled to an inquiry at your hands ana that of the Secretary 

Sir, I need not enlarge upon this subject further. 
The office of master-armorer at Harper's Ferry is vacant. The law 
devolves the appointment upon you. The present illegal and unauthor- 
ized quasi appomtee has been officially declared, by the Secretary (^ 
War, unworthy of the post ; and I respectfully submit the name of Adam 
Rhulman as one in all respects fully qualified, and I refer to his testi- 
monials on file in the War Department. 

I am, very truly, yours, 

CHS. JAS. FAULKNER. 



Department of the Interior, 

Washington, August 3, 1854 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, this morning, of 
your letter of yesterday, etvcloslug a co^jy of a resolution of the House 
of Representatives^ and tecfae^XAXig^ioa \g Ixxrca^ ^^m'wv^ information 
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in possession of this department of the description which the said res- 
olution requires you to communicate. 

The extension of the United States Capitol is the only civil public 
work the subject of inauiry by the select committee of the House of 
Representatives with which this department has any connexion. 

By an order of the President, issued about the 1st of April, 1863, 
the charge and supervision of that work was transferred to your de- 
partment. Previous to such transfer it had been under the immediate 
supervision of the Conmiissioner, an officer of this department, and who 
acted in the capacity of disbursing agent. 

I am not aware that either of the members of the select committee 
of the House presented any application to this department, in behalf of 
themselves or others, for any office connected with the Capitol exten- 
sion, except the Hon. Richard H. Stanton, of Kentucky, a copy of 
whose letter I send herewith. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, i 

R. McClelland, 

Secretary. 
Hon. Jefferson Davis, 

Stcretary of War. ^ 

*_• 

Washington city, D. C, March 21, 1853. 

Sir: Many of the citizens of Washington, and others, have impor- 
tuned me to make application for the position of Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, believing that there would be a fitness and 
Eopriety in my appointment, from the fact that my previous pursuits 
Lve been such as to qualify me for the discharge of the duties of the 
office. If I can be useful to the government, and it is thought proper 
to confer the office upon me, I pledge my best effi)rts faithfully to per- 
form all the service which may be required of me. 

With the highest regard, your obedient servant, 

R. H. STANTON. 

Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Washington, February 1, 1854. 
Sir : Should you decide to make a change in the system of superin- 
tendence at the national armories, we beg leave to recommend rhilos 
B. Tyler, Esq., of Springfield, Massachusetts, for superintendent of the 
armory at that place. 

Mr. Tyler is a gentleman of the highest respectability, a skilful and 
scientific mechanic, and in every respect eminently qualified for that 
station. 

Unwavering in our confidence and esteem, we remain yours, in truth 
and friendship, 

HENRY D. SMITH, 
JNO. H. STEELE. 
To the Pbbsiobnt ^ the Unkcd States. 
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